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TO THE 


QUEEN. 


MADAM, 

jL O your Majeftj is moft humbly dedicated 
this Second Part of the Hi/lory of the Rebel¬ 
lion ami Civil Wars, written by Edward P'arl 
of (darendon. For to whom fo naturally can the 
works of this Author, treating of the times of 
your royal grandfather, be addrclled, as to your- 
felf; now wearing, with lulfre and glory, that 
crown, which, in thofe unhappy days, was treat¬ 
ed with fo much contempt and barbarity, and 
laid low' even to the dull ? 

This Second Part comes with the greater con¬ 
fidence into your prefence, by the advantage of 
the favourable reception the Firfl hath met with 
in the w orld ; fince it is not to be doubted, but 
the fame truth, fairnefs, and impartiality, that 
•will be found throughout the whole thread of the 
Ilitlory, will meet with the fame candour from 
all equal judges. 

It is true, fome few perfons, whofe anceflors 
arc here found not to have had that part during 
their lives which would have been more agreea- 
voL.ii. p. I. a ble 
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blc to tljc witlies of tlicir furviving pofteritj, 
have been offended at fome particulars, men¬ 
tioned in this Ilifloiy, concerning fo near rela¬ 
tions, and would have them pafs for mitfaken 
informations. But it is to be hoped, that fuch a 
concern of kindred for their families, though not 
blameable in them, w ill rather appear partial on 
their fide; fince it cannot be doubted, but this 
Autlior muff have had his materials from unde¬ 
niable and unexceptionable hands, and could 
have no temptation to infert any thing but the 
truth in a work of this nature, which was de- 
figned to remain to potferity, as a faithful record 
of things and perfons in thofe times, and of his 
own uiKjueflionable fincerity in the reprefenta- 
tion of them. 

In this afliirance it is humbly hoped, it will 
not be unprofitable to your Majcffy to be here 
informed of the fatal and undeferved misfortunes 
ol' one of your anceffors, with the particular and 
fad occafions of them ; the better to diredl your 
royal perfon through the continual uncertainties 
of the greatnel's of this world. And as your 
Majelly cannot have a better guide, throughout 
the whole courfe of your reign, for the good ad- 
minilfration of your government, than liilfory in . 
general, fo there cannot be a more ufeful one 
to your Majcliy than this of your own king¬ 
doms ; and it is prefumed, without lying under 
the imputation of milleading your Majefty, it 
may be alferted, that no author could have been 

better 



THE DEDICATION. 


' iii 

better inllrucfted, and have known more of the 
times and matters of which he writes, than this 
who is here prefented to you. 

Your Majctly may depend upon his I'elations 
to be true in fa(il; and you will find his obfer- 
vations juft ; his reflections made with judg¬ 
ment and weight; and his advices given upon 
wife and honeft principles ; not capable of be¬ 
ing now interpreted as fubfervient to any ambi¬ 
tion or intereft of liis own ; and having now 
outlived the prejudices and partialities of the 
times in which they were written. And your 
Majefty thus elevated^ as by God’s blefling you 
arc, from whom a great many truths may be 
induftrioully concealed, and on whom a great 
many wrong notions under falle colours may 
with eqtial care be obtruded, will have the 
greater advantage from this faithful remem¬ 
brancer. 

This Author, once a privy counfellor and 
mini Her to two great Kings, and, in a good de¬ 
gree, favourite to one of them, hath fome pre¬ 
tence to be admitted into your Majefty’s Council 
too, and may become capable of doing you fer- 
vice alfo ; whilft the accounts he gives of times 
paft, come feafonably to guide _) ou through the 
times prefent, and thofe to come. 

Tliis Iliftory may lie upon your table un¬ 
envied, and your IMaJefty may pafs hours and 
days in the perufal of it, w^hen, pofllbl}^ they 
who fliall be the moft ufeful in your fervice, 

a 2 may 
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may be reflefted on for aiming too much at 
influencing your adions, and engrofling your 
time. 

From this Iliftory your Majelly may come 
to know more of the nature and temper of your 
own people, than hath yet been obferved by 
any other hand. Neither can any living con- 
verfation lay before your Majefty in one view, 
lb many tranfacfions necefliiry for your obfer- 
vation. And feeing no Prince can be endued 
in a moment with a pcrfedl experience in the 
condudt of affairs, whatever knowledge may be 
ufeful to your Majeffy’s government, if it may 
have been concealed from you in the circum- 
flances of your private life, in this Hillory it 
may be the mofl cftecflually fupplied ; where 
your Majcfly will find the true conftitution of 
your government, both in Church and State, 
plainly laid before you, as well as the mif- 
takes that were committed in the management 
of both. 

Here your Majefty will fee how both lliofe 
interefls are infeparable, and ought to be pre- 
ferved fo, and how fatal it hath proved to 
both, whenever, by the artifice and malice of 
wicked and lelf-deligning men, they have hap¬ 
pened to be divided. And though your Majefty 
will fee here, how a great King loft his king¬ 
doms, and at lafl his life, in the defence of this 
Church, you will difeern too, that it was by men 
who w'ere no better friends to monarchy than 

to 
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to true religion, that his calamities were brought 
upon him; and as it was the method of thofe men 
to take exceptions firtl to the ceremonies and out¬ 
ward order of the Church, that they might attack 
her the more furely in her very being and foun¬ 
dation, fo they could not deftroy the State, 
which they cliiefly defigned, till they had firll 
overturned the Church. And a truth it is which 
cannot be controverted, that the monarchy of 
England is not now capable of being fupjiorted, 
but upon the principles of the Church of J'mg- 
land ; from whence it will be very natural to 
conclude, that the preferving them both firmly 
united together is the likeliefl: way for your Ma- 
jefty to reign happily over your fubjefts. 

The religion by law eftabliflied is fuch a vital 
part of the government, fo conftantly woven and 
mixed into e\cry branch of it, that gencrallv 
men look upon it as a good part of their property 
too; fince that, and the government of tlie 
Church, i.-^ fecured to them by the fame provi- 
fion. So that it fccins that, next to treafon 
againft your facred perfon, an invafion upon the 
Church ought t(j be watched and prevented by 
thofe who have the honour to be trullcd in tlie 
public adminiftration, with the ftriblefi care and 
diligence, as the heft way to preferve your per¬ 
fon and government in their jufl: dignity and au¬ 
thority. 

Amongft all the obfervations, that may be 
made out of this Hifiory, there feems none 


more 
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more melancholic, than that, after fo much nii- 
fery and defolation brought upon thefc king¬ 
doms by that unnatural civil war, which hath 
yet left fo many deep and lamentable marks of 
its rage and fury, there have hitherto appeared fo 
few ligns of repentance and reformation. 

Some perfons will fee, they are deligncd to be 
excepted out of this remark, whofe conduA hath 
happily made amends for the miftakes of their 
ancellors, and whofe pradlice in the llations they 
are now in does futficiently diftinguifli them. 
Happy were it for the nation, had all the rell 
thought fit to follow fo good examples, and that 
either adls of indemnity and oblivion, or adds of 
grace and favour, or employments of authority, 
riches, and honour, had hitherto been able to re¬ 
cover many of them to the temper of good fub- 
jeds. The truth of this obfen’^ation is let .forth 
by this Author in fo lively a manner, that one 
hath frequent occafions to look on him as a j)ro- 
phet as well as an hillorian, in feveral particulars 
mentioned in this book. 

That this remark may not look froward or 
angry, with great fubmiflion to your IMajclly, it 
may be eonfidered, what can be the meaning of 
the feveral feminaries, and as it were univerfities, 
fet up in divers parts of the kingdom, by more 
than ordinary induftry, contrary to law, fup- 
ported by large contributions ; where the youth 
is bred up in principles diredlly contrary to mon¬ 
archical and epifcopal government ? What can 

be 
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be the meaning of the conftant folemnizing by 
fome men the anniverfary of that difmal thir¬ 
tieth of .Tanuary, in fcandalous and opprobrious 
featling and jelling, whieh the law of the land 
hath commanded to be perpetually obferved in 
falling and humiliation ? If no fober man can fay 
any thing in the defence of fuch actions, fo de- 
li:ru<R:ive to the very ellence of the government, 
and yet inipoflible to be conduded without 
much confultation and advice, it is hoped this 
relied ion will not be thought to have proceeded 
from an uncharitable and ill-natured l|)irit, but 
from a dutiful and tender regard to the good of 
the nation, and tiic profperity of your Majelly’s 
reign. 

In the mean lime, whether this does not look 
like an indullrious propagation of the I'ebellious 
princaples of the laft age, and on that fcorc 
render it neccllary that your Majefty lliould 
have an eye toward fuch unaccountable proceed¬ 
ings, is humbly fubrnitted to your Majelly; who 
will make a better Judgment uj)on the whole 
than any others can fuggelt to you : you haAC 
a greater interell to do it ; you have mucli 
more to pretence, and much more to lofe ; you 
hai^ the happinefs of your kingdoms, your 
crown, and your government to fccure, in a 
time of as great difficulties, as ever were yet 
known, under a very expenlive war at prefent, 
and fome circumllances attending it in relation 
to thefe nations, that may continue even after a 

peace ; 
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peace; befides the danger of a future feparation 
of the two kingdoms, very uncomfortable to re- 
fle6t on ; wliich yet, in all probability, will have 
influence upon the prefent times too, if it comes 
once to be thought that it is inevitable. 

God give your Majefly a fafe and profperous 
paflage through fo many appearances of hazard ; 
you can never want undertakers of divers forts, 
who, according to their fevcral politics, will war¬ 
rant you fuccefs if you will truft them : but 
your real happinefs will very much depend upon 
yourfelf, and your choohng to honour with your 
fcrvice fuch perfons as are honed, (lout, and wife. 

If informations of times pall may be ufcful, 
this Author will deferve a fliare of credit with 
you, whofc reputation and experience were fo 
great in his life time, that they will be recorded 
in times to come for the real ferviees he did, bc- 
fdcs the honour, and great fortune, unufual to a 
fubjecl, of having been grandfather to two great 
Queens, your royal filler and yourfelf; both fo 
well beloved and eftcemed by } our people; both 
fo illing and zealous to do good. Her power 
indeed was more limited and dependent; but her 
cal l}" death made room for your Majefly’s more 
umvflrained and fovereign authority, and .re- 
figned to yourfelf alone the more killing difpen- 
fation of thofe blellings that came from heaven 
to you both. 

If the benefit your Majefly may reap by the 
perufiil of this Iliflory, fliall prove ferviccable to 

after- 
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after-times, it will be remembered to the praife 
and honour of his name; and your Majefty your- 
felf will not be difpleafed to allow' his memory a 
fharc of that advantage ; nor be oflended with 
being put in mind, that your Englilh heart, fo 
happily owned by yourfelf, and adored by your 
fubjeds, had not been fo entirely Englifli, with¬ 
out a communication with his heart too, than 
which there never was one more devoted to the 
good of his country, and the firm eftablifliment 
of the Crown. , 

It being defigned by this Dedication only to in¬ 
troduce this noble Author into your prefence, it 
would be contrary to the intention of it to take 
up more of your Majefty’s time here; it is heft 
therefore to leave this faithful eounfellor alone 
with you. For God’s fake. Madam, and your 
own, be pleafed to read him with attention, and 
ferious and frequent reflexions; and from thence, 
in conjunXion with your own heart, preferibe to 
yourfelf the methods of true and lafting great- 
nefs, and the folid maxims of a Sovereign truly 
Englifli: that during this life you may exceed in 
felicities and fame, and after this life, in reputa¬ 
tion and efteem, that glorious predeceflbr of your 
IVIi^fly’s, the renowned firfl: SemperEadem, whofe 
motto you have chofen, and whofe pattern you 
feem to have taken for your great example, to 
your own immortal glory, and the defence, fecu- 
rity, and profperity of the kingdoms you govern. 

And God grant you may do fo long. 

^ VOL.II. P. I. b 
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Isa. xviii. 2. 

Co, ye fwift mejfengers, to a nation fcattered and peeled, to a 
people terrible from their heginmng hitherto'', a nation meted 
out and trodden dHttm, nvhofe land tbe rwers have fpoiled. 

Isa. xix. 13, 14. 

The Princes ofZoan are become fools. 

Tbe Lord hath mingled a perverfe fpirit in tbe midjl thereof. 


When the King fet up his ftandard at Nottingham, The King's 
which was on the 25th of Auguft, as is before remem-« Noting, 
bered, he found the place ‘much emptier than he thought*'®”' 
the fame of his ftandard would have fulfered it to be; 
and received intelligence the,next day, that the rebels’ 
xevr.f, for fuch now he had declared them, was horfe, 
foot, and cannon, at Nortliampton; befides that party 
which, in the end of the fifth 'Book, we left at Coven¬ 
try : whereas his few cannon and ammunition were ftill 
at yorkj|i,b^^ neither yet in an equipage to march, 
though Sir ^phn ^Heydon, his JM^jefty’s faithful Lieute- 
hant of the.Ordftance, ufed all jp^ble diligence to form 
VOL. II. p. I. B and 
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and prepare it; neither were there foot enough levied td 
guard it: and at Nottingham, befides fome few of the 
Trained Bands, which Sir John Digby, the adlive Sheriff 
of that county, drew into the old ruinous caftle there, 
there were not of foot levied for the fervice yet three 
hundred men. So that they who were not overmuch 
given to fear, finding very many places in that great river, 
which was looked upon as the only ftrength and fecurity 
of the town, to be eafily fordable, and nothing towards 
an army for. defence but the ftandard fet up, begun fadly 
to apprehend the danger of the King’s own perfon. In- 
fomuch that Sir Jacob Aihley, his Serjeant-Major-Gene¬ 
ral of his intended army, told him, “ that he could not 
“ give any affiirance againft his Majefty’s being taken out 
“ of his bedj if the rebels Ihould make a brifk attempt 
“ to that purpofe.” And it was evident, all the ftrength 
he had to depend upon was his hoife, which were under 
the command of ftince Rupert at :Teicefter, and were 
not at that time in number above eight hundred, few 
better armed than with fwords; whilft the enemy had, 
within left than twenty miles of that place, double the 
number of horfe excellently armed and appointed, and a 
body of five thoufand foot well trained and difeiplined; 
fo that, no doubt, if they had advanced, they might at 
leaft have difperfed thofe few troops of the King’s, and 
driven his Majefty to a greater diftance, and expofed him 
to notable ha'/.ards and incteveniencies. 

MVgXby alrabft confounded with diis proipccft, 

nht; Parlia* his Majefty received i^elligence, that Pdrtfmouth was 
ZTa! fo ftraitly befieged by fea and land) that it would be 
reduced in very few days, except it were relieved. For 
the truth is, Cdonel Goring, though he hadsfufficient 
warning, and fufficient fupplies of money to put that 
place into a pofture, had relied too much upon probable 

and 



3 


Ot THE REBELLION, &e. 

and cafual afliftance, and neglected to do that liimfelf, 
which a vigilant officer would have done; and albeit his 
chief dependence was both for money and provffions from 
the Ifle of Wight, yet he was carelefs to fecure thofe 
fmall callles and block-houfes, that guarded the paffiage; 
which revolting to the Parliament as foon as he declared 
for the King, cut off all thofe dependences; fo tliat he 
had neither men enough to do ordiiiary duty, nor provi- 
fions enough for thofe few, for any confiderable time. 

And at the fame time with this news of Portfmouth, ar¬ 
rived certain advertifements, that the Marquis of Hert¬ 
ford, and all his forces in the weft, from whom only the 
King hoped that Portfmouth ffiould be relieved, was 
driven out of Somerietfhire, where his power and mtereft 
was believed unqueftionable, into Dorfetffiire 5 and there 
befi^ed in Sherborne Caftle. 

Marquis, after he left tlie King at Beverley, by TiieWar- 
ordinajyf journeys, and wijffiout making any long ftay by Hertford’s 
the way, came to Bath, upon the very edge of Somerfet- soSc" 
fliire, at the time when the general affizes were there 
held; where meeting all the confiderable gentlemen of 
that great county, and finding them well affedled to the 
King’s fervice, except very few who were fufficiently 
known, he entered into confultation with them from 
whom he was to expedt affiftance, in what place he ffiould 
moft conveniently fix himfelf for the better difpofing the 
affedlions of the people, and to raife a ftrength for tile re- 
fif^^fice of any attempt which the f^liament might make, 
either againft them, or to difturb the peace of the country 
by their ordinance of the militia, which was the firft 
power they were like to hear of. Some were of opinion, 
that Briftol would* be the fitteft place, being a great, 

“ rich, and populous city; of which being once poffeffed, 

* “ they ffiould be eafily able to give the law to Somerfet 

B 2 “ and 
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“ and Glouccfterfhire; and could not receive any aiFront 
“ by a fudden or tumultuary infurrcdlion of the people.” 
An<i if this advice liad been followed, it would probably 
have proved very' profperous. But, on the contrary, it 
^vas objedled, “ that it was not evident, that his Lord- 
“ fliip’s reception into the city would be fuch as was 
“ expefted; Mr. Hollis being Lieutenant thereof, and 
“ having excrcifed the militia there; and there being vi- 
hbly many difaffeAed people in it, and fome of emi- 
“ nent quality; and if he fhould attempt to go thither, 
“ and be difappoinied, it would break the whole dclign: 
“ then that it was out of the county of Somerfet, and 
“ ihercfore that they, could not legally draw that people 
“ thither; betides, that it would look like fear and ful- 
“ pi cion of their own power, to put therafelves into a 
“ walled town, as if they feared the power of the other 
“ party would l>e able to opprefs them. Where^ 

“ cept Popham and Horner, all the gentlemen 
“ nent quality and fortune of Somerfetfhire were! titfier 
prefent with the Marquis, or preCiS^td not. to be in- 
“ dined to the Parliament. And tKeffefere they propofed 
“ that Wells, being a pleafant city,'in the heart and near 
“ the centre of that county, might be chofen for his 
“ Lordfhip's rclidcnce.” Which was accordingly agreed 
on, and thither the Marquis and his train went, fending 
for the neareft Trained Bands to appear before him; and 
prefuming that in little time, by the induftry of the gen¬ 
tlemen prefent, and his Lqrdllxip’s reputation, which was- 
very great, the affedlions of the people would be fo 
much wrought upon, and tlieir undeiifandings fo well 
informed, that it would not be in the power of the Parlia¬ 
ment to pervert them, or to make ill impreffions on 
them towards his Majeftj''s fervice. ' 

Whilll his Lordfliip in tliis gentle way endeavoured to 

com- 
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compofe the fears and apprehenfions of the people, and 
by doing all things in a peaceable way, and according to 
the rules of the known laws, to convince all men of the 
juftice and integrity of his Majefty’s proceedings aird 
royal intentions; the other party, according to tlicir 
ufual confidence, and at'divity, wrought under-hand toper- 
fuade the people that the Marquis was come down to jrur 
the commiffion of array in execution, by w'hich conr- 
miffion a great part of the eftate of every farmer or fub- 
fiantial yeoman fhould be taken from them; alleging, 
tliat fome Lords had laid, “ that twenty pounds by the 
“ year w'as enough for every' peafant to live onand 
fo, taking advantage of the commiflion’s being in Latin, 
tranflated it into what Englilh they pleafed; perfuad- 
ing the fubftantial yeomen and freeholders, that at Icafl: 
tw'o parts of their eftates would, by that commillion,.be 
taken from them; and the meaner and poorer fort of 
people, that they w'ere to pay a tax for one day’s labour 
in the w'eek to the King; and that all fhould be, uj)on 
the matter, no better than fiaves to the Lords, and that 
there was no way to free and preferve themielvcs from 
this infupportable tyranny, but by adhering to the Par¬ 
liament, and fubraitting to the ordinance for the militia; 
which was purpofely prepared to enable them to refilr 
thefe horrid invafions of their liberties. 

It cannot cafily be believed, how thefe grofs infufions 
generally prevailed. For though the gentlemen of an- 
.cie.X't families and eftates in that county were, for the 
moft part, well affedled to the King, and eafily difeerned 
by what fadlion the Parliament was governed; yet 
there Were a people of an inferior degree, who, by good 
hufbandry,. dotlfing, and other thriving arts, had gotten 
very great fortunes; and, by degrees, getting themielvcs 
into the gentlemen’s eftates, were^ngry that they found 
B 3 not 
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not themfdvcs in the fame cfteem and reputation with 
thofe whofe eftates they liad; and therefore, with more 
induftry than the other, ftudied all ways to make thera- 
felves confidcrable. Thefe, from -the beginning, were 
faft friends to the Parliament; and many of them were 
now entrufted by them as Deputy Lieutenants in their 
new ordinance of the militia, and haying found when 
the people were ripe, gathered them together, with a 
purpofe on a fudden, before there fhould be any fufpi- 
cion, to furround and furprife the Marquis at Wells. 
For they had always this advantage of the King’s party 
and his counfels, that their refolutions were no fooner 
pu^lifhed, than they were ready to be executed, there 
being an abfolute implicit obedience in the inferior fort 
to thofe who were to command them; and their private 
agents, with admirable induftry and fecrecy, preparing 
all perfons and things ready againft a call. Whereas all 
the King’s counfels were with great formality delibe¬ 
rated, before concluded: and then, with equal formality, 
and precife caution of the law, executed; there being 
no other way to weigh down the prejudice that was con- 
tratfted .againft the Court, but by the moft barefaced 
publifhing .all conclufions, .and fitting them to that ap¬ 
parent juftice and rcafon, tlut might prevail over the 
moft ordinary underftandings. 

When the Marquis was thus in the midft of an enemy 
that almoft covered the whole kingdom, 
ftrength was a troop of horfe, raifed by Mr. 
by, fon to the Earl of B^«|:d,,and anqj||^'h|fe:Sir Fran¬ 
cis Hawley, (both levieil , 1 # thofe parts to 

attend the King ih the north,) and a ttoop of horfe, and 
a fmall troopi of dragoons, raifed and armed by Sir Ralph 
Hopton at his own charge; and about one hundred foot 
gathered up by Lieutenant-Cdonel Henry Lunsford to¬ 
wards 
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wards a regiment, which were likewife to have marched 
to the King. Thefe, with the Lord Pawlet, and the 
gentlemen of the country, which were about eight and 
twenty of the prime quality there, with their fervants 
and retinue, made up the Marquis’s force. Then tlieir 
proceedings were with that exceeding caution, tliat upon 
advertifement that tlie adive minifters. of the contrary 
party had appointed a general meeting at a town within 
few miles of Wells, Sir Ralph Hopton being advifed 
with his fmail troop and fome volunteer gentlemen to 
repair thither, and to difappoint that convention, and to 
take care that it might produce the leaft prejudice to the 
King’s fervice j before he reached the place, thofe gen¬ 
tlemen who ftayed behind (and by whofe advice the 
Marquis thought it neceflary abfolutely to-govern him- 
felf, that they might fee all poffible warinefs was ufed 
in the entrance into a war, which being once entered 
into, he well knew muft be carried on another way) fent 
him word, “ that he fhould forbesu any hoftile ad, 
otherwife they would difclaim whatfoever he fhould 
“ do.” Whereas the courage and refolution of thofe 
few were fuch, and the cowardice of the undifeiplined 
feditious rabble and their leaders was fo eminent, that it 
was very probable, if thofe few troops had been as 
ad;ively employed as their commanders defired, they 
might have been able to have driven the bigots out of 
the country, before they had fully poflefled the reft with 
thdt own rancour t which may be reafonably prefumed 
by what followed ftiortly after, when Mr. Digby, Sir 
John Stawell and his fons, with fome volunteer gentle¬ 
men, being in the whole not above fourfeore horfe, and 
fourteen dragoons, charged a greater body of horfe, and 
above fix hundred foot of the rebels, led by a Member 
of the Houfe of Commons; and without the lofs of one 

B 4 man; 
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mmi; killed feven in the place, hurt very many, took 
their chief officers, and as many more prifoners as they 
would; and fo routed the whole body, that fix men 
kept not together, they having all thrown down their 
arms. 

But this good fortune abated only the courage of 
thofe who had run away, the other making ufe of this 
overthrow as an argument of the Marquis’s bloody pur- 
pofes; and therefore, in few days. Sir John Horner and 
Alexander Popham, being the principal men of quality 
of that party in that county, with the affiftance of their 
friends of Dorfet, and Devon, and the city of Briftol, 
drew together a body of above twelve thoufand men, 
horfe and foot, with fome pieces of cannon, with which 
they appeared on the top of the hill over Wellr; where 
the Marquis, in contempt of them, ftayed two days, 
having only barricadoed the town; but then, finding 
that the few Trained Bands, which attended him there, 
were run away, either to their own houfes, or to their 
fellows, on the top of the hill; and hearing that more 
forces, or at leaft better officers, were coming from the 
Parliament againft him, he retired in the noon day, and 
in the face of that rebellious herd from Wells to Somer- 


rtr iTtircs jjjfj ff, fQ Sherborne, without any lols or trouble, 
boint. Thither, within two days, came to his Lordfiiip Sir 
John Berkely, Colonel Alhburnham, and fome other 
good officers, enough to have formed a confiderable 
army, if there had been no other want. But they kad 


not been long there, (and it was not eafy t^4*^blve whi¬ 
ther elfe to go, they having no rea^a^ believe they 
Ihould be any where more wel,c|(^'than in Somerlet- 
fiiire, from whence they hadil M iyw driven), when the 
Karl of Bedford, General,‘^^^^Jlorfe to the Parlia- 
covwf ment, with Mr. Hollis, Walter Earl, and other 

atamfthim. t-* i • 
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Epiiori, and a complete body of feven thoufand foot at 
leaft, ordered by Charles Effex, their Seqeant-Major- 
Gcneral, a foldier of good experience and reputation in 
tile Low Countries, and eight full troops of horfc, under 
the command of Captain Pretty, with four pieces of 
cannon, in a very fplendid eq’uipage, came to Wells, and 
from thence to Sherborne. The Marquis, by this time 
having increafed his foot to four hundred, with wliich 
that great army was kept from entering that town, and 
perfuaded to encamp in the field about three quarters of 
a mile north from the caftle; where, for tlie prei’ent, we 
muft leave the Marquis and his great-fpirited little army. 

It could never be underftood, why tliat army did not 
then march diredlly to Nottingham; which if it had 
done, his Majefty’s tew forces muft immediately have 
been fcattered, and himfelf tied, or put himfelf into their 
hands, which there were enough ready to liave advifed 
him to do ; and if he had efcaped, he might have been 
purfued by one regiment of horfe till he had quitted the 
kingdom. But it pleafed God, that they made not the 
halt advance towards Nottingham. They about the 
King began now to with that he had ftayed at York, 
and propofed his return thither; but that was not heark¬ 
ened to; and they who advifed his ftay there, and 
againft the advance to Nottingham, were more againft 
his return thither, as an abfolute Right; but urged the 
advance of the levies, and a little patience, till it 
mighy be difeerned what the enemy diil intend to do. 

In this great anxiety, fome of the Lords defired, “ thatUf Kin?: 
“ his Majefty would fend a melTage to the Ikarhament, ^ 
“with fome overture to incline them to a treaty, 
which propofition was no fooner made, but molt con- 
curred in it, and no One had the confidence to oppole it. 
j Jlie King himiclf was fo offended at it, that he declared, 

• “ he 
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■' he would never yield to itand broke up the council, 
that it might be no longer urged. But the next day, 
when they met again, they renewed the fame advice with 
more carneftnefs. The Earl of Southampton, a perfon 
of great prudence, and of a reputation at leaft equal to 
any man's, prefled it, “ as a thing that might do good, 

" and could do no harmand the King’s reafons, with 
reference to the infolence it would raife in the rebels, 
and the dilhonour that would thereby refleft upon him- 
fclf, were anfwered, by faying “ their infolence would 
“ be for the King’s advantage; and when they fhould 
rejedt the offer of peace, which tliey believed they 
“ would do, they would make themfelves the more 
“ odious to the people, who would be thereby the more 
“ inclined to ferve the King.” So that they took it as 
granted, that the propofition would be rejedfed, and 
therefore it ought to be made. It was farther faid, 
“ that his Majefty was not able to make refiftance; that 
“ the forces before Sherborne, Portfmo|ih, aitfl at 
“ Northampton, were three feveral leaft of 

“ which would drive his Majefty bUt '^iS'l^lofhinions; 
“ that it was only in his power to di6ofl,^^ether, by 
“ making a fair offer himfelf, he would feera to make 
“ peace, which cbuld not but render him. very gracious 
‘‘ to the people, or fuffer himfelf to be taken prifoner, 
“ (which he would not long be able to avoid), which 
“ would give his enemies power, reputation, and autho- 
“ rity to proceed againft his Majefty, and, it raigftt be, 
“ his pofterity, according to theif own engaged malice. 

Yet this motive made no impreffioa in him. “ For, he 
“ faid, no misfortune, or ill fuccefs^hat might attend his 
“ endeavour of defending himfelf, could expofe him to 
“ more inconveniences than a treaty at this time defired 
“ by him, where he muft be underftood to be willing to' 

“ yield 
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“ yield to whatfoever they would require of him; and 
“ how modeft they were like to be, might be judged by 
“ their nineteen propofitions, which were tendered, when 
“ their power could not be reafonably underfteod to be 
“ like fo much to exceed his Majefty’s, as at this time 
“ it was evident it did; and that, having now nothing to 
“ lofe but his honour, he could be only excufable to the 
“ world, by ufing his induftry to the laft to oppofe the 
“ torrent, wliich if it prevailed would oyerwhclm him.” 
This compofed courage and magnanimity of his Majefty 
feemed too philofophical, and abftradled from the policy 
of felf-prefervation, to which moft others were palRonately 
additSfed: and that which was the King’s greateft difad- 
vantage, how many foever were of his mind, (as fome few, 
and but few, there were), no man durft publicly avow that 
he was fo; a treaty for peace being fo popular a thing, 
that whofoever oppofed it would be fure to be, by general 
confent, a declared enemy to his country. 

That which prevailed with his Majefty very reafonably 
then to yield’ (and indeed it proved equally advantageous 
to him afterwards) was, “ that it was moft probable” (and 
his whole fortune was to be fubmitted at beft to probabili¬ 
ties) “ that, out of their pride, and contempt of the King’s 
“ weaknefs and want of power, the Parliament would re- 
“ fufe to treat; which would be fo unpopular a thing, 
“ that as liis Majefty would highly oblige his people by 
“ making the offer, fo they would lofe the hearts of them 
‘Iby r^edting it; which alone would raife an army for 
“ his Majefty. That if they fhould embrace it, the King 
“ could not but be a gainer; for by the propofitions 
“ which they lliould make to him, he would be able to 
“ ftate tlie quarrel fo clearly, that it Ihould be more de- 
“ monftrable to the kingdom, than yet it was, that the 
war was, on his Majefly’s part, purely defenfive; fincc 

“ he 
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“ he never had, and now would not deny any thing, which 
“ diey could in reafon or juftice afk; tliat this very over- 
“ ture would neceffarily produce fome paufe, and delay in 
“ their preparations, or motions of their armies; for lome 
“ debate it muft needs have ; and during that time, men’s 
“ minds would be in fufpenfe; whereas his Majelfy 
Ihould be fo far from fkekening his preparations, that 
“ he might be more vigorous in them, by haftening thofc 
“ levies, for which his commiffions were out.” For thefe 
rcafons, and almoft the concurrent defire and importunity 
of his council, the King was prevailed with to fend the 
Earls of Southampton, and Dorfet, Sir John Colepepper, 
Chancellor of his Exchequer, and Sir William Udall, 
(whom his Majefty gave leave under that pretence to in¬ 
tend the bufinefs of his own fortune), to the two Houfes 
with this meffage, which w'as fent the third day after his 
ftandard was fet up. 

The Kinf; “ We liavc, with unfpeakable grief of heart, long beheld 

fendstothe k P ^ ° ■ 

two liouics “ the diftractions of this our kingdom. Our very loul 
fonicaifo “ is full of anguilh, until we may find fome remedy to 
of South'' “ ptc' cnt the miferies, which are ready to overwhelm iliis 
amiitim, u whole nation by a cir il war. And though all our en- 
“ deavours, tending to the compofing of thofe unhappy 
“ differences betwixt us and our two Houfes of Parliament, 
“ (thougli purfued by us with all zeal and linceriry), have 
“ been hitherto without that luccefs we hoped for; vet 
“ fuch is our conftant and earneft care to preferve the 
“ public peace, that we fliail not be difeourageA froin 
“ ufing any expedient, which, by the bleffing of the God 
“ of mercy, may lay a firm foundation of peace and hap- 
“ pinefs to all our good fubjciits. Jo this end, obferving 
“ that many mifiakes have arifen by the meffages, peti- 
“ tions, and anfwers, betwixt us and our two Houfes of 
‘‘ Parliament, which happily may be prer ented by fome^ 

“ other* 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 


“ other way of treaty, wherein the matters in diflerencc 
“ may be more clearly unclcrftood, and more freely tranl- 
arted ; we have thought fit to projjoiind to you, that 
“ fomc lit perfons may be by you enabled to treat with 
“ the like number to be authorifed by us, in fuch a man- 
“ ncr, and with Inch freedom of debate, as may bell tend 
“ to tliat happy conclulion which all good men dclirc, the 
“ peace of the kingdom. Wherein, as we promife, in the 
“ wwd of a King, all fafety and encouragement to fuch as 
“ lhall be fent unto us, if you fhall choofc the place where 
“ we are, for the treaty, which w'e wholly leave to you, 
“ prefuming the like care of the fafety of thofe we fliall 
“ employ, if you fliall name another place ; fo we aflltre 
“ you, and all our good fubje^ls, that, to the belt of our 
“ underftanding, nothing fhall be therein w'anting on our 
“ part, w'hich may advance the true Proteftant religion, 
“ ojipofe popery and fuperftition, fecure the law of the 
“ land, (upon which is built as well our juft prerogative, as 
“ the propriety and liberty of the fubjedt), confirm all juft 
“ power and privileges of Parliament, and render us and 
“ our people truly happy by a good underftanding betwixt 
“ us and our two Houfes of Parliament. Bring with you 
as firm refolutions to do your duty ; and let all our good 
people join with us in our prayers to Almighty God, for 
“ his blefling upon this work. If this propofition ftrall be 
“ rejedted by you, we have done our duty fo amply, that 
“ God tyill abfolve us from the guilt of any of that blood 
‘^vhich muft be fpilt; and what opinion foever other 
“ men may have of our power, we aflure you nothing but 
“ our Chriftian and pious care to prevent the effufion of 
“ blood hath begot this motion ; our provifion of men, 
“ arms, and money, being fuch as may fccure us from far- 
“ ther violence, till it pleafes God to open the eyes of our 
^ people.” 


This 
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How it was This meffage had the fame reception his Majefty be- 
them?'^ *’^lieved ^ would have; and was indeed received with un¬ 
heard of infolence and contempt. For the Earl of South- 
.impton, and Sir John Cokpepper, defiring to appear 
themfelves before any notice fhould arrive of their com¬ 
ing, made fuch hafte, tliat they were at Wefi:minfl:er in 
the morning fhortly after the Houfes met. The Earl of 
Southampton went into the Houfe of Peers, where he was 
fcarce fate down in his place, when, with great paffion, he 
was called upon to withdraw; albeit he told them he had 
a mefiage to them from the King, and there could be no 
exception to his Lordfhip's fitting in the Houfe upon 
their own grounds; he having had leave from the Houfe 
to attend his Majefly. However he was compelled to 
withdraw ; and then they fent the Gentleman Ufher of 
the Houfe to him, to require his mefiage 5 wliich, his 
Lordfiiip faid, he was by the King’s command to deliver 
himfelfi and refufed therefore to fend it, except the Lords 
made an order, that he Ihould not deliver it hhnfelf; 
which they did; and thereupon he fent it to them; 
which they no fooner received, than they fent him word, 
“that he Ihould, at his peril, immediately depart the 
“ town, and that they would take care that their anfwer 
“to the mefiage fiiould be fent to him.” And fo the 
Earl of Southampton departed the town, repoling him- 
fclf at the houfe of a noble perfon feven or eight miles 
ofl‘. W hilfl: the Earl had this Ikirmilh with the L(;jrds, Sir 
John Colepcpper attended the Commons, forbearing to 
go into the Houfe without leave, becaufe there had been 
an order,(whichismentioned before),thatalltliemembers, 
who were not prefent at fuch a day, fhould not prefiune 
to fit there, till tliey had paid a . hundred pounds, and 
given the Houfe fatisfa£ri<a in the caufe of their abfence. 
But he fent word to the Speaker, “ that he had a meflTag^ 

“ from 
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“ from the King to them, and that he defired to deliver it 
“ in his place in the Houfe.” After fome debate, (for 
there remained yet fome, who thought it as unrcal'onable 
as irregular to deny a member of the Houft-, againft whom 
there had not been ftre leaft pubHc objeftion, and a 
Privy Counfellor who had been in all times ufed there 
with great refpedl;, leave to deliver a melfage from the 
King in his own place as a member), it was abfolutely 
refolved, “ that he fhould not fit in the Houfe, but that 
“ he ftiould deliver his meffage at the bar, and immcdi- 
“ ately withdrawwhich he did accordbgly. 

Then the two Houfes met at a conference, and read tlie 
King’s meflage with .great fupercilioufnefs; and within 
two days, with lefs difficulty and oppofition than can be 
believed, agreed upon their anfwer. The King’s mef- 
fengers, in the mean time, though of that quality, did not 
receive ordinary civilities from any members of citlier 
Houfe; they who were very willing to have done it, not 
daring for their own lafety to come near them ; and the 
others looking upon them as fervants to a mafter whom 
they had, and meant farther to opprefs. Private con¬ 
ferences they had with fome of the principal go%'’ernors; 
from whom they received no other advice, but that, if the 
King had any care of himfelf or his poflerity, he fhould 
immediately come to London, throw himfelf into the arms 
of his Parliament, and comply with whatfoever they pro- 
pofed., The anfwer which they returned to the King 
was this. 

The anfwer of the Lords and Commons to his Majeffs Their 
meffage of the i^th of Augufi^ 1642 , 

“ May it pleafe your Majefty: 

“ The Lords and Commons, in Parliament alTembled, 

“ having received your Majefty’s meflage of the a5th of 

“ Auguft, 
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“ Auguft, do with much grief refent the dangerous and 
“ diftradtcd ftatc of this kingdom ; which we have by all 
“ means endeavoured to prevent, both by our feveral ad- 
“ vices and petitions to your Majefty; wliich hath been 
“ not only without fuccefs, but there hath followed that 
“ which no ill counlel in former times hath produced, or 
“ any age hath feen, namely, thofe feveral proclamations 
“ and declarations t^ainft both the Houfes of Parliament, 

“ whereby their aftions are declared treafonable, and their 
“■ perfons traitors. And thereupon your Majefly' hath fet 
“ up your ftandard againft them, whereby you have put 
“ the two Houfes of Parliament, and, in them, this whole 
“ kingdom, out of your protedlion ; fo that until your 
“ Majcdy fhall recal thofe proclamations ;uid declarations, 

“ w'hereby the Earl of Eflex, and both Houfes of Par- 
“ Hament, and their adherents, and affiftants, and fuch as 
“ have obeyed and executed their commands and direc- 
“ tions, according to their duties, are declared traitors or 
“ otherwife delinquents: and until the ftandard, fet up in 
“ purfuance of the faid proclamation, be taken down, your 
“ Majefty hath put us into fuch a condition, that, whilft 
“ we lb remain, we cannot, by the fundamental privileges 
“ of Parliament, the public truft repofed in us, or w'ith 
“ the general good and fafety of this kingdom, give your 
“ Majefty any other anfwer to this mellage.” 

When the King’s meflengers returned with this anfwer 
to Nottingham, all men faw to what they muft trulj:; and 
the King believed, he ftiould be no farther moved to make 
addrefles to them. And yet all hopes of an army, or any 
ability to refill that violence, feemed fo defperate, that he 
was privately advifed by- fome, w'hom he trufted as much 
as any, and thofe whofe affedliopf^lllre as entire to him as 
any men’s, to give all other tl^^|pts over, and inftantly 
to make all imaginable hafte to- London, and to appear in ^ 

the 
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the Pariiament-Houfe before they had any expedation of 
him. And they conceived there would be more Hke- 
Hiiood for him to prevail that way, than by any army he 
was like to raife. And it muft be folely imputed to his 
Majefty’s own refolution, that he took not that coiirfe. 
However he was contented to make fo much farther ufe of 
their pride and paffion, as to give them occalion, by 
another meflage, to publilh more of it to the people; and 
therefore, within three days after the return of his mefTeh- 
gers, he font the Lord Falkland, his principal Secretary of 
Srate; with a reply to their anfwer in thefe words. 

“ We will not repeat, what means we have ufed to j)re- tih- King 
“ vent the dangerous and diftraAM eftate of the kingtiom, milw md- 
nor how thoie means have been interpreted; becanle, ^vuViua'ls. 
“ being defirous to avoid the effufion of blood, we are 
“ willing to decline all memory of former bitternefs, that 
“ might render our offer of a treaty lefs readily accepted. 

“ We never did declare, nor ever intended to decliire, 

“ both our Houfes of Parliament traitors, or fet up our 
“ ftandard againft them; and much lefs to put them and 
“ this kingdom out of our proteiftion. We utterly profeis 
“ againft it before God, ^d tlie world ; and, farther to re- 
“ move all pofliblc ferupfes, which may hinder the treaty 
“ fo much defired by us, we hereby promife, fo that a day 
“ be appointed by you for the revoking of your declara- 
“ tions againft all perfons as traitors, or otherwife, for af- 
“ lifting us; we fhall, with all cheerfulnefs, upon the fame 
. “ day recall our proclamations and declarations, ajpd take 
“ down our ftandard. In which treaty, we lhall be ready 
“ to grant any thing, that fhall be really for the good of 
“ our fubjedfs: conjuring )tou to confider the bleeding 
“ condition of Ireland, and the dangerous condition of 
“ England, in as high a degree, as by thefe our offers we 
have declared ourfelf to do; and affuring you, that 
VOL. II. p. 1. c “our 
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our chief clefire, in this world, is to beget a good under- 
“ Handing and mutual confidence betwixt us and our two 
“ Houfes of Parliament.” 

This meffage had no better effedt or reception than the 
former; their principal officers Ijeing' fent down fince the 
lalt meflagc to Northampton to put tile army into a rea- 
dincfs to march. And now tliey required the Ear) of 
Efiex himfclf to make btfte thkher, that no more time 
might be loft, fending by the Lord Falkland, within two 
days, this anfwer to the King. 

TTiiir an- To tlic Kiiig's mofl:, excpllcnt Majcfty ; 

f'vnr. ' ,,' 

The humble mijicer an^pUlhriifihe Lords und Commons 
ajfemlded in Parliameni, unto the King's hjl mejfage. 

May it pleafe your Msyefty t 
If we, the Lords and Commons in Parliament af- 
“ I'cmbled, fhould repeat all tiie w^ays we have taken, the 
“ endeavours we liave ufed, and the exprellions we -have 
“ made unto your Majefty, to prevent thole diftradlions, 
“ and dangers, your Majefty fpeaks of, we fhould too 
“ mucli enlarge this reply. Therefore, as we humbly, 
“ I'o fhall we only let your Majefty know, that we can- 
“ not recede from our former aniwer, for the reafons 
“ therein exprefled. For that your M.ijcfty iiath not 
“ taken down your ftandard, recalled your proclamations 
“ and declarations, whereby you have declared the adlions 
“ of both Houles of Parliament to be treafonable, and 
“ their perfons traitors; and you haye publifhed the fame 
“ line®, your meflage of the 

“ inftruhtions lent to your Com*®ffioners of array; which 
“ ftandard being taken down, and the^declarations, pro- 
“ clamations,' and inftrudfions recalled, if your Majefty 
then, upon this our humble petition, leaving your 

“ forces, 
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“ forces, return unto your Parliament, and receive tlieir 
“ faithful advice, your Majefty will find fuch expreflions 
“ of our fidelities, and duties, as fhall affure you, that 
“ your fafety, honour, and' greatnefs, can only be found 
“ in the affeftiohs of your people, and the fincerc coun- 
“ I'eis of your Pscrlktijcnt; whofe conftant and undifcoii- 
“ raged endeavoure and confultations have pafied tlirough 
“ difficulties unheard of, only to feciire your kingdoms 
“ from the violent mifehiefs and dangers now ready to 
“ fall upon them, and every part of them ; who dei'erve 
“ better of your Majefly, and can never allow thcmfelvcs 
“ (reprefenting likewife your whole kingdom) to be ba- 
“ lanced with thofe peEfi^ti^ whofe defperate difpofitions 
“ and counl’els prevail ftill to interrupt all our endeavours 
“ for the relieving of bleeding Ireland; as we may fear 
our labours and vaft expences will be fruitlefs to that 
diftreffed kingdom. As your prefence is thus humbly 
“ defired by us, fo it is in our hopes your Majefty will in 
“ your reafon believe, there is no other way than this, to 
“ make your Majefty’s felf happy, and your kingdom 
“ fafe,” 

And left this overture of a treaty might be a means to 
allay and compofe the diftempers of the people, and that 
the hope and expeftation of peace might not diffiearten 
their party, in their preparations and contributions to the 
war, the fame day they fent their laft anfwer to the King, 
they p’lflvliftied this declaration to the kingdom. 

“ Whereas his Majefty, in a raeflage received the fifth -phe twa 
of September, requires that the Parliament would re- 
“ voke their declarations againft fuch perfons, as have af- 'J'‘' 

“ fifted his Majefly in this unnatural war againft his king- 
“ dom; it is this day ordered, and declared by the Lords 
“ and Commons, that tlie arms, which they have been 
. “ forced to take up, and fhall be forced to take up, for 

c a “ U.C 
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“ the prefervation' of the Parliament, religion, the laws 
“ and liberties of the kingdom, fhall not be kid down, 

“ until his Majefty fliall withdraw lus protetSila® from 
fuch perfons as have been voted by both Houfes to be 
“ delinquents, or tliat fhall by both Houfo be voted to 
“ be delinquents, and fhall leave, tliem-^ the juftice of 
“ the Parliament to be proceeded vttfh according to their 
“ demerit; to the end that both this .and fucceeding ge- 
“ Iterations may take warning, with what danger they in- 
“ cur the like heinous crioies: and aMb to the end that 
“ thole great cliarges and damages, wherewith all the 
“ commonwealth hath been l»|h^d in the premifes, 

“ iince his Majefty’a dcpaltttr«||6^a the Parliament, may 
“ be borne by the ddia^nts, aad other malignant and 
“ difaffedfed perfons; atKl th^ til hb Majefty’s good and 
“ well aftedfed I’ubjedls, who by loan of moneys, or other- 
“ wife at their charge, have aflifted the commonwealth, 
“ or fhall in like manner hereafter afhft the common- 
“ wealth in time of extreme danger, may be repaid all 
“ fums of money lent by them for thole purpofes, and 
“ be fatisfied their charges fo fuftained, out of the eftates 
“ of the faid delinquents, and of the malignant and dif- 
“ afledled party in tliis kingdom.” 

Thb declaration did the King no harm; for befides 
that it was evident to all men, that the King had done 
wliatfoever was in his power, or could be expefted from 
him, for the prevention of a, civil war, all perfonSvof ho¬ 
nour and quality plainly difeemed, that they had no fafety- 
but in tlie prefervation of .the regal power, lince ifeilif 
eftates were already difpofed of by tliem who couW^^lare 
whom they would delinquents, and would infaliiy de¬ 
clare all fuch who had not concurred with them. And 
tlie advantage the King received by thofe overtures, and 
the pride, frow^erdnefs, and perverfenefs of the rebels, is 

not 
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not ini^inable ; his levies of men, and all other prepara¬ 
tions for,the war, being incredibly advanced from the time 
of iiis meflage; Prince Rnpert lay ftill with the 
horfe at Leicefter ^ .aM though he, and fome of the prin¬ 
cipal ofRcew with hirai, were difcontented to that degree, 
upon the- King’.^: ftrfl: mellage and defire of a treaty, as 
likely not only to ddiroy all hopes of raifing an army, 
but to I'aciifice thhfe who were raifed, that they were not 
without fome thoughts, at leaft difeourfes, of offering 
violence to the principal advifeis of it, lie now found his 
numbers increafed, mid better refolved by it; and from 
Yorklliire, Lincolnftii^; and Staffordlhirc, came very 
good recruits of foot p% ''that Ijis catBiOn and ftiuuition 
being likewife come up From Toric, within twenty days 
his numbers began to look' towards an amiy; and there 
was another air in all riien’s faces: yet Nottingham feemed 
not a good poft for his Majefty to ftay longer at; and 
therefore, about the middle of September, the Earl of 
Effex being then with his whole army at Northampton, 
his Majefty marched from Nottingham to Derby ; being 
not then refolved whither to bend his courfe, to Shrewl- 
bury or Chefter, not well knowing the temper of thole 
towns, in both which the Parliament party had liecn very 
aftive; but refolving to fit down near the borders of 
Wales, where the power of the Parliament had been leaft 
prevalent, and where fome regiments of foot w'ere levying 
for his'fervice. Before his leaving Nottingham, as a 
• farewell to his hopes of a treaty, and to make the deeper 
fenfe and impreffion, in the hearts of the people, of thofe 
who had fo pertinacioufty rejefted it, his Majefty fent 
this meflage to the Jloufes. 


“ Who have taken moft ways, ufed moft endeavours, 

■' • . ’ from the 

“ and made moft real expreftions to prevent the prefent xing to the 
“ ^ftaradlions and dangers, let all the world judge, a.5 well in reply to’ 

‘3 ‘-hyucr. 
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by former paiTages, as by our two laft meflages, which 
“ have been fo fruitlefs, that, though we have defcended 
to defire and prefs it, not fo much as a treaty can be 
“ obtained; unlefs we would denude ourfelf of all force 
“ to defend us from a vifible ftrength marching againft 
“ us; and admit thofe perfons as traitors to iis,.who, ac- 
“ cording to their duty, their oaths of abeyance, and the 
“ law, have appeared in defence'of us, their King and 
“ liege Lord,'(whom we are bound in confcience and ho- 
“ nour to preferve), though we difclAimed all our procla- 
“ mations, and declarations, and the ereding oi'our ftand- 
“ ard, as againft our Parliament. All we have now left 
“ in our power, is to exprefs the deep fenfe we have of 
the public mifery of this kingdom, in which is involved 
that of our diftrefled Proteftants of Ireland; and to 
" apply ourfelf to our necelTary defence, wherein we 
“ wholly rely U{)on the providence of God,'the juftice of 
“ our caufe, and the affcdlion of our good people ; fo far 
“we are from putting them out of our protetftion. 

“ When you fitall defire a treaty of us, we fhall pioufly 
“ remember, whofe blood is to be fpilt in this quarrel, 

“ and cheerfiilly embrace it. And as no other reafon in- 
“ duced us to leave our city of I/)ndon, but that, with 
“ honour and fafety we could not ftay there ; nor to raife 
“ any force, but for the neceflary defence of our perfon 
“ and the law, againft levies in oppofition to both; fo we 
“ fhall fuddenly and moft willingly return to the ^e, and 
“ dilbanil the other, as foon as thofe caufes fliall be re- - 
“ moved. The God of heaven direct you, and in mercy 
divert thofe judgments, which ha»g:.over this nation ; 

“ and with us, and our pofterity, as we defire the 
“ prefervjition and advaiii^Tient of the trae Proteftant re- 
“ ligion ; the law, and tlSrAerty of the fubjetft; the juft 
“ rights of Parliament, and the peace of the kingdom.” . 

When 
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When the King came to Derby, he received clear in- The King 
formation from the well affedtcd party in Shrewlbury, 
that the town was at his devotion ; and that the v.ery ru¬ 
mour of his Majefty’s purpofe of coming thither had dri¬ 
ven away .all thofe who were moft inclined to fedition. 

And ther^^, as well in regard' of the flrong and plea- 
fant lituatioadf it, {one lide being defended by the Severn, 
the other Imving a fecure palliige into Wales, the con¬ 
fines of Montgomeiy'fhire extending very near the town), 
as for the correfpoi^cnce with Worceftcr, of which city 
he hoped well, and that, by his being at Shrewfbury, he 
fhould be as well able to fecure Chefter, as by carrying 
his whole train fo far north; belides tliat the other might 
give fame apprehenfion of his going into Ireland, which 
had been formerly mentioned, his Majefly refblved for 
that town; and, after one day’s ftay at Derby, by eafy 
marches he went thither, drawing his whole fmall forces 
to a rendezvous at Wellington, a day’s march fhort of 
Shrewfbury ; and that lieing the firft time that they were 
together, his Majefty then caufed his militarj' orders for 
the difeipline and government of the army to be read at 
the head of each regiment; and then, which is not fit 
ever to be forgotten, putting himfclf in the middle, where 
he might be beft heard, not much unlike the Emperor 
Trajan, who, when he made Sura Great Marfhal of the 
empire, gave him a fword, faying, “ Receive this fword of 
“ me, and if I command as I ought, employ it in my de- 
“ fence ; if I do otherwife, draw it againft me, and take 
‘‘ my life from me,” his Majefty made this fpeech to his 
foldiers. 

“ Gentlemen, you have heard thole order's read; it isi^c'chTna* 
“ your part, in yoiir feveral places, to obferve them ex- 
“ adly. The time cannot be long before we come to 
“ tion, therefore you Irave the more rcafon to be careful: the reading 

,, .hisordeis 

('4 “ andofwi:. 



THE HISTORY 


Book VI. 


“ and I muft tell you, I fhall be very feverc in the pu- 
“ nilhing of thofe, of what condition foever, who tranf. 
“ grefs thefe inftm< 9 ;ions. I cannot fufpedl your courage 
“ and refolutioni your confcience and'your loyalty harh 
“ brought you hither, to fight foe- your religion, your 
“ king, and the laws of the land. Yon fhall meet with 
no enemies but traitors, moft of.llimi Bfowsiftsi Ana- 
“ baptifts, and Atheifts; fuch who defire to dteftroy both 
Church and State, and who have ^ready condemned 
“ you to ruin for being loyal to us. That you may fee 
“ what ufe I mean to make of your valour, if it pleafe 
“ God to blefs it with fuccefs, I have thought fit to pub- 
“ lifh my refolution to you in a proteftation; which 
“ when you have heard fne make, you will believe you 
“ cannot fight in a better quarrel; in which I promife 
to hve and die with you.” 

The proteftation his Majefty was then pleafed to make 
was in thefe words. 

“ I do promife in the prefence of Almighty God, and 
“ as I hope for his blefling and protection, that I will, 
“ to the utmoft of my power, defend and maintain 
the true Reformed Proteftant Religion, eftablifhed in 
“ the Church of England; and, by the grace of God, 
“ in the fame will live and die. 

“ I deftre to govern by all the known laws of the 
“ land, and that the liberty and property of the fubject 
“ may be by them preferved with the fame care, as my 
“ ow'n juft rights. And if it pleafe God, by his blefling 
“ upon this army, raifed for my neceffary defence, to 
“ preferve me from this rebellion, I do folemnly and 
‘‘ ftuthfully promife, in the fight of God, to maintain 
“ the juft privileges and freedom of Parliament, and to 
“ govern by the known laws of the land to my utmoft 
" power; and particularly to obferve inviolably the laws 

“ con- 
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“ confentcd to by me this Parliament. In the mean 
“ while, if this time of war, and the great neceffity and 
“ ftraits I am now' driven to, beget any violation of 
“ thofe, I hope it Ihail be imputed by God and men to 
“ the authors of this vm, and not to me; who have fo 
“ carneftly laboured for the prefervation of the peace 
“ of this > 

“ When I willia^y feil in thefe particulars, I will 
“ expedl no aid or relief from any man, or proteftion 
from heaven. But in this refolution, I hope for the 
“ cheerful affiftance of all good men, and am confident 
of God’s bleffing.” 

»yhis proteftation, and the manner and folemnity of 
making it, gave not more life and encouragement to the 
little army, than it did comfort and fatisfaftion to tlte 
gentry and inliabitants of thofe parts; into whom the 
Parliament had infufed, that, if his Majefty prevailed by 
force, he would, with the fame power, abolifh all thofe 
good laws, which had been made this Parliament; fo 
that they looked upon this proteftation, as a more ample 
fecurity for their enjoying the benefit of thofe . adls, 
than the royal aftent he had before given. And a 
more general and pafiionate expreflion of afFedfions 
cannot be imagined, than he received by tlie people of 
thofe counties of Derby, Stafford, Mid Shropfliire, as he 
paffed; or a better reception, than he found at Siircwf-Thc King 
bury ;• into which town he entered on Tuefday the aoth 
,of September. ■ 

It will be, and was then, wondered at, that fince the 
Parlkiment had a full and well formed army, before tlie 
King had one full regiment, and the Earl of ElTex 
was himfelf come to Northampton, fome days before 
his Majefty went from Nottingham, his Lordfhip nei¬ 
ther difquieted the King whilft he ftaid there, nor gave 

him 
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him any difturbance in his march to Shrcwibury; which 
if he had done, he might either have taken him prifoner, 
or fo difperfed his fmall power, that it would never 
have been poffible for him to have gotten an army to¬ 
gether. But as the Earl had not yet received his in- 
ftruftions, fo they, upon whom he depended^ avoided 
that expedition out of mere pride,,and contempt of the 
King’s forces; and upon a prefiimption, that it would 
not be poffible for him to raife fuch a power, as would 
be able to look their army in the face; but that, when 
he had in vain tried all other ways, and thole, who not 
only followed him upon their own charges, but fup- 
ported thofe who w'ere not able to bear their own, (for 
his army was maintained and paid by the nobility and 
gentry, who fetved Ufcewife in their own perfons), were 
grown weary and unable longer to bear that burthen, 
his Majefty would be forced to put himfelf into their 
arms for proteftion and fubfiftence; and fuch a vidfory 
without blood had crowned all their defigns. And if 
their army, which they pretended to raife only for their 
defence, and for the fafety of the King’s perfon, had 
been able to prevent the King’s railing any; or if tlie 
King, in that melancholic conjundture at Nottingham, 
had returned to Whitehall, he had juftified all their 
proceedings, and could never after have refufed to yield 
to whatfoever they propofed. 

And it is moft certain, that the cotjimon foldiers of 
their army were generally perfuaded, that they Ihould 
. never be brought to hght; but that tlie. King was in 
truth little better than imprifoned counfeliors, 

Malignants, Delinquents, and Cav|^|^i(the terms ap- 
phed to his whole party), and \^f|%ladly come to his 
Earliaibent, if lie could breaLlj^ that company; which 
h* would undoubtedly do, ^ their army came once to 

fuch 
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fuch a diftance, that his Majefty might 'make an efcap® 
to them. In this kind of difcourfe they were fo fottifh, 
that they were perfuaded, that thofe perfons, of whofe 
piety, honour, and integrity, they had received hereto¬ 
fore the greateft teftimony, were now turned Papifts; and 
that the fmall army, and forces the King had, confifted 
of no other than Papifls. Infomuch as truly thofe of 
the King’s party, who promifed themfelves any fupport, 
but from the comfort of their own confciences, or relied 
upon any other means than from God Almighty, could 
hardly have made their-esgiedfations appear reafonable; 
for his enemies were in a manner poffeffed of the whole 
kingdom. 

Portfmouth, the ftrongeft and beft fortified town then Coionet 
in the kingdom,- was furrendered to them; Colonel SSers 
Goring, about the beginning of September, though heJIl’uJf^ii. 
had feemed to be fo long refolved, and prepared to expeft 
a fiege, and had been fupplied with moneys according 
to his own propofal, was brought fo low, that he gave it 
up, only for liberty to tranfport himfelf beyond feas, 
and for his officers to repair to the King. And it were 
to be wiffied that there might be no more occafion to 
mention him hereafter, after this repeated treachery; and 
that his incomparable dexterity and fagacity had not 
prevailed fo far over thofe, who liad been fo often de¬ 
ceived by him, as to make 'it abfolutely neceffary to 
fpeak at large of him, more than once, before this* dif¬ 
courfe comes to an end. 

The Marquis of Hertford, though he had fo muchT^W”- 
diferedited the Earl of Bedford’s foidiery, and diffieait- ?icrtiord’f 
cned his great army, that the Earl (after lying in the [’™the 
field four or five nights within lefs than cannon ffiot of 
the caftle, and town, and after having refufed to fight a 
duel with the Marquis, to which he provoked him by a 

chal- 
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challenge) fent. Sir John Norcot, under pretence of a 
treaty and the godly-care to avoid the effufion of Chrif- 
tian blood, in plain Englifh to defixe “ that he might 
“ fairly and peaceably draw off bis forces, and march 
‘‘ awaythe which, how reafoMbleia requeft foever it 
was, the Marquis refiifed; fendir^ wwd, “ that 
'''■ as they came thither upon tlwif Owttfo they 
" fhould get off as they coul^f* £Hid at kft they did 
draw off, and march above a dozen miles for repofe; 
leaving the Marquis, for foihe weeks, undifturbed at 
Sherborne: yet when he heard of the lofs of Portfmouth, 
the relief whereof was his principal bufinefs, and fo that 
thole forces would probably be added to the Earl of 
Bedford, and by their fuccefs give much courage to his 
balMul army, tmd th^ a good regimmt of horfe, which 
he etKpedfed, (for Sir John Byron had fent him word 
from Oxford, that he would march towards him), was 
retired to the King; and that the committees were now 
fo bufy in the feverai counties, that the people iil jJl 
places declared for the Parliament; and more particu¬ 
larly fome ftrong and populous towns in Somcrfetlhire; 
as Taunton, Wellington, and Dunftar-Caftle; by reafon 
whereof it would not be poffible for him to increafe his 
ftrength; he refolved to leave Sherborne, where his ftay 
could no way advance the King’s fervice, and to try all 
ways to get to his Majefty. But when he came to 
Minhead, a port-town, from whence he made no doubt 
he fliould be able to tranfport himfelf and fc company 
into Wales, he found the people both of the town and 
county fo difaffedfed, that all the boats, of which there 
uiied always to be great ftore, by reafon of tire trade, for 
cattle and corn with Wales, were induftrioully fent 
away, fave only two; fo that the Earl of Bedford hav¬ 
ing taken new heart, and being within four miles with 



OF THE REBELLION, he. 


his army, his Lordfhip, with his fmall trannon and fc<v 
foot, with the Lord Pawlet, Lord Seymour, and fome 
gentlemen of Somerletihire, tranfported himfelf into 
Glamorganihire; lea*liiE^' Sir Ralph Hopton, Sir John Tiitnct 
BCTkely, Mr a^tfome other officei-s with their iiinildt'iuu 

horfc', ^ al« 5 Ut one hundred and twenty), tOgiiX'c. 

illPliiilM 1, in- hopes to find that county bet¬ 
ter prepared ibr their refeisption. 

On the other hand, the Earl of Bedford, thinking 
thofe few fugitives not worth his farther care, and that 
they would be eafily apprehended by the committee of 
the militia, which was very powerful in Devon and 
Cornwall, contented himfelf with having drives away 
the Marquis, and fo expelled all hope of railing an army 
for the King in the weft; and retired With his forces to 
the Earl of Eflex, as Sir William W^ler had done ftom 
Portfmouth; fo that as it was not expedled, that the 
forces about his Majefty could be able to defend him 
againft fo puiflant an army, fo it was not imaginable 
that he could receive any addition of ftrength from any 
otlier parts. For wherever they found any perfon of 
quality inclined to the King, or but difinclined to them, 
they immediately feized upon his perfon, and fent him 
in great triumph to the Parliament; who committed 
him to prifon, with all circumftances of cruelty and in¬ 
humanity. 

Thus they took prifoner tlie Lord Mountagne of 
Boughton; at his houfe in Northamptonflure, a perfon 
of great reverence, being above fourfeore years of age, 
and of unblemiflied reputation, for declaring himfelf un- 
fatisfied with tlieir difobedient and undutiful proceedings 
againft the King, and more exprefsly againft their ordi¬ 
nance for the militia; and notwtthftanding that he had 
a brother of the Houfe of Peers, the Lord Privy Seal, 

and 
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and a nephew, the Lord Kimbolton, who had as full a 
power in that council as any man, and a fon in the 
Houfe of Commons very unlike his father; his Lord- 
fliip was committed to the Tower a elofe prifoner; and, 
tliough he was afterwards remitted to-more air, he con¬ 
tinued a prifoner to his death. 

Thus they took prifoner in Oxfordihirfe thie Earl if 
Berkfhire, and three or four prihfeipal gentlemen of that 
county; and committed them to the Tower, for no 
other reafon but wilhing well to the King; for they 
never appeared in the leaft adtion in his fer\'ice. And 
thus they took prifoner the Earl of Bath in Devonfhire, 
who neither had, or eVer meant to do the King the 
leaft fervice; but only out of the morofity of his own 
nature, had before, in the Houfe, exprelfed himfelf not 
of their minds; and carried him, with many other gen¬ 
tlemen of Devon and Somerfet, with a ftrong guard Of 
horfe, to London; where, after they had been expofed 
to the rudenefs and reproach of the common peopleywhb 
called them traitors and rebels to the Parhamenty and 
purfued them with fuch ufage as they ufe to the moft 
infamous malefaftors, they were, without ever being 
examined, or charged with any particular crime, com-' 
mitted to leveral prifons; fo that not only all the pri-j 
fons about London were quickly filled with perfons of 
honour, and great reputation for fobriety and integrity 
to their counties, but new prifons were made for their 
reception; and, which was a new and barbarous inven¬ 
tion, very many perfons of very good quality, both of 
the clergy and laity, were committed to prifon on 
board the ftiips ^ the rivenl^l^hames; where they were 
kept under dt^, an dtj sMfend fuffered to come to 
them, by which many-<i^fcheir lives. And that the lofs 
of their liberty might n:^ 4 e all their puniftiment, it was 

'9 the 
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the ufual courfe, and \ ery few efcaped it, after any, man 
was committed as a notorious Malignant, (which was the 
brand), that his eftate and goods were Icized or plundered 
by an order from the Houle of Commons, or feme com¬ 
mittee, or the foldicrs, who in their march took the good* 
of all Papifts and eminent MaJignants, as lawful prize; 
or by the fury ^d licence of the common people, who 
were in all places grown to .that barbarity and rage againft 
the nobility and gentry, (under the ftyle of Cavaliers), 
that it was not fafe for any to live at their houfes, who 
w'ere taken notice of a^no votaries to the Parliament, 

So the common people (no doubt by the advice of 
their fuperiors) in Effex on a hidden befet the houfe of 
Sir John Lucas, one of the bell gentlemen of that coun¬ 
ty, and of the moll eminent affedlion to the King, being 
a Gentleman of the Privy Chamber to the Prince of 
Wales; and, upon pretence that he was going to the 
King, polTelied themfelves of all his horfes and arms, 
feized upon his perfon, and ufed him with all polfible 
indignities, not without fome threats to murder him: 
and when the Mayor of Colcheller, whither he was 
brought, with more humanity than die reft, oftered to 
keep him priloncr in his own houfe, till the pleafure of 
the Parliament fhould be farther known, they compelled 
him, or he was willing to be compelled, to lend him to 
the common gaol; where he remained, glad of that fe^ 
curity, till the Houfe of Commons removed him to 
another prifon, (widiout ever charging him with any 
crime,) having fent all his liorfes to the Earl of Elicx, 
to be ufed in the fervdee of that army. 

At the fame time the fame rabble entered the houfe 
of the Countefs of Rivers, near Colcheller; for no other 
ground, than that fhe was a Papift; and in few hours 
disfurnilhed it of all the goods, which had been many years 

with 
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^»ith great curiofity providing, and were not of lefs value 
liian forty thoufand pounds fterling; the Countefs her- 
felf hardly efcaping, after great infolence had been ufed to 
her perfon: and fhe could never ^jtyeivie ,afty reparation 
from the Parliament. Thefe and m»ny other inftances 
of the fame kind in London and tl^tparla. adjacent, gave 
fufficient evidence to all men how Iihds ,^fe they ^w to 
keep, who meant to prefervfi dlepmce and inte¬ 
grity in' the full vigour.. 

1 rnuft not forget,'d^ough it cannot be remembered 
withoutibuch horrts:, dwt tliis, -ftrahge wild-fire among 
the people was notib miu^iand fo furioufiy kindled by 
the breath oLthe Parliament, as of their Clergy, who 
both adminiftctidlMj^ blowed the coals ip the Iloufes 
t(X). Thefe men having creeped into,* and at laft driven 



all learned and orthodox the pulpits, had, as is 

before remembered, from tJw;' of this BsAiji* 

jnent, under the notion of reformation and i 
of Popery, infufed feditious inclinations into 
of men againft thc ' pfefent Government of the 
with many libellous invedtives againfi: the St.ate ..too. 
But fince the raifing an army, and rejedfing the Kite’s 
laft overture of a tfeaty, they contamed thehQfeh|es 
within no bounds; and as freely and without control 
inveighed againft the perfon of the King, as fliey had 
before againft the worft Malignant; profanely and 
blafphemoufly applying whatfoever had been fpoken 
and declared by God himfelf, or the Prophets, againft 
the moft wicked and impious KfogSy t^^cepfe and ftir 
up the people ^ainft their moft gracioiM|||pypjeign. 

There arc monuments enough b th fea feous lermons 
nt that time printed, apd m the of men, of 

others not prmted, of f^ch wjR!#r^''ahd perverting of 
Scripture ^ the odiot® pt^ofes of the preacher, that 
J. i pious 
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piijus men will not look over without trembling, Ojic 
takes liis text out of Mofes’s words in the 3 2d chapter 
of Exodus, and the 29tli verfe; Ojnfecrateyourfelves to¬ 
day to the Jjordi even every man npon his foti, and vpon 
his brother, that he may befiovo upon you a bJeJfmg this 
day : and from thence incites his auditory to the utmoft 
profeeution of thofe, under what relation foever of blood, 
neighbourhood, dependence, who concurred not in the 
reformation propofed Iry the Parliament. Another makes 
as bold with David’s words, in the ift Chron. chap. xxii. 
verfe 16. ^Irife therefore, and be doing: and from 
thence allures them, it w'as not enough to wilh well to 
the Parliament; if they brought not their purfe, as well 
as their prayers, and their hands, as well as their hearts, 
to the alliftance of it, the duty in the text was not per¬ 
formed. There were more than Mr. Marlhall, who 
from the 23d verfe of die 5th chapter of Judges, Curfe 
ye Meroz, faid the Angel of the Lord, curfe ye bitterly the 
inhabitants thereof, becanfe they came not to the help of the 
Lord, to the help of the Lord againft the mighty, prefumed 
to inveigh againft, and in plain terms to pronounce God’s 
own curfe againft all thofe, who came not, with their 
utmoft power and ftrength, to deftroy and root out all the 
Malignants, who in any degree oppofed the Parliament. 

There was one, who from the 48th chapter of the 
Projrhet Jeremiah, and the loth verfe, Curfed be he 
that keepeth back his fivord from blood, reproved thofe 
who gave any quarter to the King’s foldiers. And 
another out of the 5th verfe of the 25th chapter of Pro- 
v erbs. Take away the wicked from before th^ King, and 
his throne fhall be ejiablijhed in righteoufnefs, made it no 
lefs a cafe of confcience by force to remove the evil 
counfellors from the King, (with bold intimation what 
might be done to the King himfelf, if he would not fuf. 
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fer them to be removed), than to perform any Chriftian 
duty that is enjoined. It would fill a volume to infert 
all the impious madnefs of this kind, fo tliat the com- 
. plaint of the Prophet Esekiel might moft truly and 
E*ck. «iii. feafonably have been applied; There is a m^piracy of her 
Prophets in the midfi thereof like a rouring lion ravenhig 
the prey ; they have devoured fouls ; th^ have tahen the 
treafure and precious things; they have made her many 
•widows in the midf thereof 
It was the complaiat of Erafmus of the Clergy in his 
time, that when Princes were inclinable to w'ars, alius e 
ficroJuggefio promittit ornntum admijforwn condonationem, 
alius promittit certam viBoriam, Prophetarum voces ad 
rent impiam detbr^ufns. Tam bellaces condones audivi- 
mus, fays-he. And indeed no good Chriftian can, with¬ 
out horror, think of thofe miniftttrs of the Church, who, 
"by their fundtion being melTengers of peace, were the 
only trumpets of war, and incendiaries towards rebellion. 
How much more Chriftian was that Athenian Nun in 
Plutarch, and how Ihall fhe rife up in judgment againft 
thofe men, who, when Alcibiades was condemned by tlie 
public juftice of the State, and a decree made that all 
the religious priefts and wfomen fliould ban and curfc 
him, ftoutly refufed to perform that office; anfwcring, 
“ that fhe was profeil’ed religious, to pray and to hlefs, 
“ not to curfe and to ban." And if tiie perfon and the 
place can improve and aggravate the offence, (as without 
doubt it doth, both before God and man), methinks the 
preaching treafon and rebellion out of the pt^hs fluSuld 
be worfe than the advancing it in the^g^^Sj as much 
as poifoning a man at the commupidfi «sfould be worfe 
than murdering him at a tavern. And it may be, in 
that catalogue of fins, which die zeal of fome men hath 
tiiought to be die fin ^ainft the Holy Ghoft, there may 

not 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 


35 


not any one be more reafonably thought to be fuch, 
than a minifter of Chrift’s turning rebel againft his Priiacc, 

(which is a moft notorious apoftafy againft his order), 
and his preaching rebellion to the people, as the doftrine 
of Chrift; which, adding blafphemy and pertinac^ to 
his apoftafy, hath all the marks by which good men are 
taught to avoid that fin' againft the Holy Ghoft. 

Within three or four days after the King’s remove The Earl 
from Nottingham, the Earl of Effex, with his whole 
army, removed from Northampton, and marched towards 
Worcefter; of which his Majefty 'had no fooner Intel- ^'““'’arop. 
ligence, than he fent Prince Rupert, with the greateft 
part of the horfe, on the oth^fide of the Severn, towards 
that city; as well to obferve the motion of the enemy, as 
to give all afliftance to that place, which had declared 
good affeftions to him; at leaft to countenance and 
fecUre the retreat of thofe gentlemen, who were there 
raifing forces for the King; but efpccially to join with 
Sir John Byron, whom his Majefty had fent, in the end 
of Augufl, to Oxftji’d to convey fome money, which had 
been fccretly brought from London thither to his Ma¬ 
jefty. And he, after lome fmall difiifters in his march, 
by the infurretftion of the country people, who were en¬ 
couraged by the agents for the Parliament, and leconded 
by the officers of the nf||jia, came fafe with his charge 
■to Worcefter; where he had been very few hours, when 
a ftrong party of horfe and dragoons, being lint by the 
Earl of Effex, under tlic command of Nathaniel hhennes, 
fon to the Lord Say, came to furprife the town; which 
was open enough to have been entered in many places, 
though in fcraic it had an old decayed wall; and, at the 
moft ufual and frequented entrances into the city, weak 
a^^tten gates to be fliut, but without either lock or 
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Tel this romniandcr, coming early in the morning, 
when the I'mall guard wliicli had watched, conceiving all 
to he Iccure, wore gone to reft, and being within mulhct 
ftiot of the gate before he was difeovered, finding that 
weak gate fhut, or rather clofed agaiiftf him, and not 
that cjuick appearance of a party within the town, as 
he promifed hiinfclf, without doing any harm, retired in 
great dil’ordet, and with fo much hafte, that the wearied 
liorfc, lent out prefently to attend him, could not over¬ 
take any of liis train ; ft) that when Prince Pupert came 
thither, they did not coftteive any conftderablc [tarty of 
the enemy to be near. However his Highnefs rcfolved 
to retire from thence, as foon as he fltould receive perfedl 
intelligence of the motion of the enemy, when on the fud- 
den repoling himfclf on the ground with Prince Maurice 
his brother, the Lord Digby, and the principal officers, 
in the field before the town, fome of iris wearied troops 
(for tiicy lud liad a long march) being by, but the reft 
and moft of the officers in the town, he cfpied a fair body 
of horfe, conlifting of near five hundred, marching in 
A cry good order up a lane within mulket Ihot of him. 
In this confufion, they hadfcarce time to get upon their 
horfes, and none to coufult of what was to be done, or to. 
put themlelves into their feveral places of command. 
And, it may be, it was well they had not; for if all thole 
officers had been in the heads of their feveral troops, it is 
not impollible it might have been worle. But the 
iftince inltantly declaring, “ that he would ch ^ gehi,s 
brother, the Lord Diglty, Commilfary f^g^^’'ihnor. 
Sir John Byron, Sir Lewis Dives, and a^nofe officers 
and gentlemen, whole troops were not p|^ent or ready, 
put themlelves next the Prince; the other wearied troops 
coming in hfdcr after them. 

Jn tiiis manner the Prince charged tltem, as fol^as 
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they came out of the lane ; and being fccondcd by this a rcncoun- 
handful of good men, though the rebels being gallantly Ihefornf* 
led by Colonel Sandys, (a gentleman of Kent, and the"^'^'^""'' 
fon of a worthy father), a^ completely armed both bor^''_'j;^ 
offence and defence, ftc ^pw ell;' yet in a fhort time,!'«' ?«' 
many of their bell men TOiig .killed, and Colonel Sandyk ' 
himfelf falling with his hurts, the whole body was routed, 
fled, and was purfued by the conquerors for the fpacc of 
above a mile. The number of the flain were not many, 
not above forty or fifty, and thofe moll officers; for 
their arms were fo good, tlut in the charge they were 
not to be ealily killed, and in thfe' chafe the goodnefs of 
their horle made it impoffible. Colonel Sandys, who 
died fliortly after of his wounds, Captain Wingate, who 
was the more known, by being a member of the Houfe 
of Commons, and taken notice of for ha\ ing in that 
charge behaved himfelf floUtly, and two or three Scot- 
tifir officers, wfere taken prifoners. Of the King’s party 
none of name was loll; Commiflary General Wilmot 
hurt with a I'word in the fide, and Sir Lewis Dives in the 
Ihoulder, and two or three other officers of inferior note ; 
none mifearrying of their wounds, which was the more 
llrange fur that, by reafon they expetfted not an encoun¬ 
ter, there was ncjt, on the Prince’s fide, a piece of ar¬ 
mour worn that day, and but few pillols; fo that moft of 
the hurt that w'as done was by the I'word. Six or feven 
cornets of the enemy's were taken, and many good 
horfes, and fome arms; for tliey who run away mailc 
themfelves as light as they could. 

Tills rencounter pro\ ed of great advantage and bene¬ 
fit to the Kmg- b'or being the firfi: atftion his horfe 
had been brohght to, and that party of the enem\' being 
the moft picked and choice men, it gave his troops great 
courage, and rendered the name of Prince Rujiert very 
D 3 icr- 
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terrible, and exceedingly appalled the adverfar)-; info- 
much as they had not, in a long time after, any confidence 
in their horfe, and their very numbers were much lef- 
fened by it. For that whole,party being routed, and the 
chief officers of name aafi^wutation either killed or 
l^en, though the number tWlipon the place was not 
confiderable, there were very many more who never re¬ 
turned to the fetricc; and, which was worfe, for their 
own excufe, in all places^ talked aloud of the incredible 
and unrefiftible courage of Prince Rupert, and the King’s 
horfe. So that, from this time, the Parliament begun 
to be .apprehenfive, that the bufinefe would not be as 
eafily ended, as it was begun; and that the King would 
not be brought back to them with their bare votes. 
how faintly foever the private pulfes beat, {for no'quct'' 
tion many, who had made greateft noife, wiffied they 
were again to choofe their fide,) the*two Houfes wer^ fo 
far from any vifible abatement of their mettle,’^at to 
weigh down any poffible fuppofition that they m^t be 
inclined, or drawn to treat with the King, or that they 
had any apprehenfion that the people would be lefs &m, 
and conftant to them, they proceeded to bolder adts to 
evince both, than they had yet done. 

For to the firft, to fhew how fecure they were againft 
refentment from his allies, as well as againft his Majefty’s 
own power, they caufed the Capuchin Friars, who, by 
the articles of marriage, were to have a fafe reception and 
entertainment in the Queen’s family, and had, by her 
Majcft}'’s care, and at her charge, a fmall, but a conve¬ 
nient habitation^ by her own chapel, in herown houfe, in 
the Strand, and had continued there, without difturbance, 
from the time of the marriage, after many itifolCncies and 
indignities offered to them by the rude multitude, even 
within thole gates of her own houfe, to be taken from 
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thence, and to be fent over into France, with protec¬ 
tion, “ that if they were found i^ain in England, tlwy 
“ ftiould be proceeded againft as traitorsand this in 
the face of the French Amballador, who notwitliftanding 
withdrew not from them his courtlhip and application. 

Then,that theKing might know how.Uttle they dreaded 
his forces, they fent down their inftrudlions to the Earl of 
Eflex their General, who had long expedfed them; where¬ 
by, among other things of form for the better difcipline of 
the army, “ they required him to march, with fuch forces 
“ as he thought fit, towards the army raifed, in liis Majef- ftmdions 
“ ty’s name, againfr tiie PadiamOnt,and the kingdom; and 
“ with them, or any part of them, to fight at fuch time 
“ and place as he. fhould judge xiiofl: to conduce to the 
“ peace and fafety of the kingdom; and that he Ihould ufc 
“ his utmoft endeavour by^battle, or otherwife, to rcfcue 
“ his Majefty’s perfon, and : the perfons of the Prince, 

“ and Duke of York, out of the hands of thofe defperatc 
“ perfons, who were then about* them. They direded 
“ him to take an opportunity, in fome fafe and honour- 
“ able way, to caufe the petition of both Houfes of Par- 
“ liarnent, then fent to him, to be prefented to his Ma- 
“ jefty; and if his Majefty fhould thereupon pleafe to 
“ withdraw himfelf from the forces then about him, and, 

“ to refort to the Parliament, his Lordfhip fhould caufe 
“ his Majefty’s forces to difband, and fhould ferve and 
“ defend his Majefty with a fufticient ftrength in his 
■“ return. They re<quired his Lordfhip to publifh and de- 
“ dare, that if any who had been fo feduced, by the 
“ falfe afperlions caft upon the proceedings of the Parlia- 
“ ment, as to afiift the King in ading of thofe danger- 
“ ous couiifes, fhould willingly, within ten days after 
“ Inch publication in the army, return to their duty, not 
“ doing any hoftile ad within the time limited, and join 
D 4 “ them- 
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“ rhemfelves with the Parliament in defence of religion, 
‘‘ his Majefty’s perfon, the liberties, and law of the king- 
‘‘ dom, and privileges of Parliament, with their pcrfons, 
“ and eftates, as the Members of both Houfes, and the 
“ reft of the kingdom, have done, that the Lords and 
“ Commons would be ready, upon their fubmiflion, to 
“ receive fuch perfons in fuch a manner, as tljey fhould 
“ have caufe to acknowledge they had been ufed with cle- 
mency and favour; provided that that favour Ihould not 
“ extend to admit any mim into either Houfe of Parlia- 
ment, who ftood fufpoKied, ^without giving fatisfadion 
“ to the Houfe whereof hc fhbuld be Member; and ex- 
“ cept all perfons who ftood impeached, or particularly 
“ voted againftineithef HoufeofParliamentforanydelm^. 
“ quency whatfoever; excepting likewife fpch adherents of 
“ thofe, tvho ftood impeached in .Parlilu^ht of tteafon, as 
“ had been eminent perfons^ andtiihiefadors in thofe trea- 
“ fons.” And left thofeclaufesof excej)tibn'(whichnodoubt 
comprehended all the Kjpg’s party, and if not, they were 
ftill to be judges of their ovrii clemency and fav our, which 
was all was promlfed to the humbleft penitent) might 
invdte thofe, whom they had no mind to receive on any 
terms, they vouchfifcd a “ particular exception of the 
“ Lari of Briftol, the Earl of Cumberland, the Earl of 
“ Newcaftle, the Earl of Rivers, the Duke of Rich- 
“ raond, the Earl of Caernarvon, the Lord Newark, and 
“ the Lord Vifeount Falkland, Principal Secretary of 
“ State to his Majefty, Mr. Secretary Nicholas, Mr.' 
“ Endymion Porter, Mr. Edwar^. jHydeagainft not 
one . of whom was there a cliargei, depending of any crime, 
and againft very few of theiB'^ fh'ihuch as a |tote, which 
w-as no great matter of delinqycncy. ' 

It will be here neceflary to infert tlte petition, direded to 
be prcfqited in fome I'af; and honourable way to his Majcf- 
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r y; the rather for that the fame was, upoft the reafons here¬ 
after mentioned, never prefented ; which was afterwards 
objeded to his Majefty as a rcjcdlion of peace on liis part, 
when they delired it. Tlie petition was in thefe words. 

“We vour Maiefty’s loyal fubjeAs, the Lords andThrpeti. 

• r» T *1 • r tionofboth 

Commons m rariiamcnt, cannot, without great gner, noufe to 
“ and tendernefs of companion, behold the prelling mi-f,!'n'^“tii’, 
“ feries, the imminent dangers, and the devouring cala- 
“ mities, wliich extremely threaten, and have partly feized 
“ iijton, both your kingdoms of England and Ireland, vered. 

“ by the pradfices of a pirty prevailing with your Ma- 
“ jcify; who, by many wicked pkjts and confpiracies. 

“ have attempted the alteration of the true religion, anti 
“ the ancient government of this kingdom, and the in- 
“ troducing-of Popifli idolatry and fliperftition in the 
“ Churchy and tyranny apd conifidion in the State; and, 

“ for the compalling thefeof, hat^ long corrupted you: 

“ Majefty’k counfels,'abufed your power, and, by fudden 
“and untimely difTolving of former Parliaments, have 
“ often hindered the reformation and prevention of thofc 
“ mifehiefs; and being now difabled to avoid the endea- 
“ vourS/of this Parliament, by any fuch means, have 
“ tr&jf^@U% attempted to overawe the fame by force ; 

“ anij^n prolecurion of tlieir wicked defigns, liave ex- 
“ cited, encouraged, and foftcred an unnatural rebellion 
“ irt Ireland ; by which, in a moft cruel and outrageous 
“ manner, many thoufands of your Majefty’s fubjefls 
“ there have been deftroyed ; and, by falfe danders upon 
“ your Parliament, and malicious and nnjuft accufations, 

“ have endeavoured to begin the like maflacre here ; and 
“ being, through God’s bleffing, therein difappointed, 

“ have, as the fiioft mifcliicvous and bloody deiign of all, 

“ drawn 3mur Majefty to make ww againft your Parlia- 
“ ment, and good fubjeds of this kingfloin, leading in 

“ your 
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^four pcrfon an army againft them, as if you intended, 
“ by conqueft, to eltablilh an abfolutc and unlimited 
“ power over them ; and by your power, and the coun- 
“ tenance of your prelence, e ranfacked, fpoiled, im- 
“ prifoned, and murdered divers of your people ; and, 
“ for their better alliftance in their wicked deligns, do 
“ feek to bring over the rebels of Iceland, and other 
“ forces, beyond the feas, to join with them. 

“ And we, finding ourfelves utterly deprived of your 
Majefty’s protefticat, and the authors, counfellors, and 
“ abettors of thefe mifchiefe m greateft power and favour 
“ with your Kl^jefly, defended by you againft the 
“ juftice and authority of your high court of rarliament; 
“ whereby they are grown to that height and infolcnce, 
“ as to manifeft their rage and malice againft thofe of the 
“ Nobility, and other?, who are any Whit inclinable to 
“ peace, not without great app^ance of danger to your 
“ own royal perfon, if you ftiali not in all things concur- 
“ with their wicked and traitorous courfes; have, for the 
“ juft and neceffary d^nce of the Proteftant religion, of 
“ your Majefty’s perfon, crown, and dignity, of tlie laws 
“ and liberties of the kingdom, and tire privileges and 
“ power of Parliament, taken up arms, and appointed and 
“ authorized Robert Earl of Eflex to be Captain General 
“ of all the forces by us raifed, and to lead and condudt 
“ the fame againft thefe rebels and traitors,, and them to 
“ fubdue, and bring to condign punifty^t; and do 
“ moft humbly befeech your Ms^y ttj^jjB^draw your 
“ royal prefence and countenance froif <^ 1 ^ wicked per- 
“ fons; and, if they fhall ftand out ih'd^^^nce of their 
“ rebellious and unlawful attempts, that your Majefty 
‘‘ will leave them to be fupprelled by th^ power, which 
“ we have fent againft tliem; and tliat your Majefty will 
<• not mix yoiu own dangas with theirs, but in peace 

“ and 
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and fafefy, without your forces, forthwith return to 
“ your Parliament; and, by their faithful counfel and 
“ advice, compofe the prefent diftempers and confuflons 
“ abounding in both your kingdoms; and provide for 
“ the fecurity and honour of yourfelf and your royal 
“ pofterity, and the profperous eftate of all your fubjefts; 

“ wherein if your Majefty pleafe to yield to our moft 
“ humble and earneft deiires, we do, in the prefence of 
“ Almighty God, profefs, that wc will receive your Ma- 
“ jefty with all honour, yield you ^ due obedience and 
“ fubjediion, and faithfully endeavour to fecureyour per- 
“ fon and eftate fronl di dai^efs; and, to the uttermoft 
“ of our power, to procuij; and eftablifh to yourfelf, and 
“ to your people, all the bleffings of a glorious and happy 
‘'reign.” 

Befides this, that it might appear, they were nothing 
jealous or apprehenftve of the people’s defedtion and re¬ 
volt from them, whereas before they had made the gene¬ 
ral delire of the kingdom the ^ound and argument for 
whatfoever they had done, and 'Sid only invited men to 
contribute freely what they thought fit, to the charge in 
hand, without compelling any who were unwilling ; tliey 
now took notice not only of thofe who oppofed their pro¬ 
ceedings, or privately difliiaded other men from concur¬ 
ring with them, but of thofe, who cither out of fear, or 
covetoufnefs, or both, had negledfed really to contribute; 
and therefore they boldly publiftied their votes, (which 
were laws to the people, or of much more authority), 

“ That all fuch perfons, as fliould not contribute to thevows 
“ charge dl the commonwealth, in that time of eminent hou?* for 
" neceffity, fhould be difarmed and fecured;” and that™'^"^o. 
this vote might be the more terrible, they ordered, thc“'"'s™®* 
fame day, the Mayor and Sh^iffs of London “ to fearch 
“ the houfes, and felze the aiais belonging to fome Al- 

“ dermen, 
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“ dermen, and other principal fubftantial citizens of Lon- 
“ don," whom they named in their order; “ for that it 
“ appeared by the report from their committee, tliat tlicy 
“ had not contributed, as they ought, to the charge of 
“ the commonwealth.” 

By this means the poorcft and loweft of the people 
became informers againft the richeft and moft fubftantial; 
and the refult of fearching the houfes and feizing the firms 
was, the taking away plate, and things of the greateft ca- 
lue, and very frequently pltHitJering whatfoever was worth 
the keeping. They farther.pointed, “ that tlic lines, 

rents, and profits of Archbiftiops, Bilho})s, Deans, 
“ Deans and Chapters, and of.all Delinquents, who had 
“ taken up arms, againft the Parliament, or had been 
“ adtive in the commiffion of arra;y, fhould be fequeflfi^d 
“ for the ufc and benefit of the commonwealth.” And 
that the King might qot .^e better than his adherents, 
they diredted “ all his revenue, arifing nut of rents, fines 
“ in courts of juftice, qtimpofition for wards, and the like, 
“ and all other Ills ji^enne, fhould be brought into the 
“ fcveral coiuts, and othet places, where diey ought to 
“ be paid in, and not iffued forth, or paid fmh, until far- 
“ ther order Ihould be taken by both Houfes of Parlia- 
“ mentwithout fo much as aftigning him any part of 
liis own, towanls the fupport of his own perfon. 

d’his flout invafibn of the i)eoplc’s property, and com- 
[lelling them to part-with what w^as moft precious to them, 
any part of their eftates, was thought by many an un¬ 
popular adf, in the morning of their ^vereignsy, and that 
it would wonderfully have irrcconciled theit Rfew fubjedfs 
to them. But tlie condudtors well undei^pod, that their 
empire already depended more on the ffe*, than love of 
the people ; and that as thay could carry on the war only 
by having money enough .tO" pay the foldiers, fo, that 

whilft 
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whiift thcv had flat, probably they lliould not want men 
to recruit tl)eir armies upon any mifadventure. 

It cannot be imagined, how great advantages the King 
received by tile Pfe'Iiament’s rejediing the King’s meflages 
for peace, and their manner in doing it. All men’s 
mouths were opened againft them, the meffages and an- 
Iwers Ix'ing read in all churches; they, who could not 
len'e him in their perfons, contrived ways to fil|>ply him 
with money. Some eminent Governors in the Univer- 
lities ga\'c him notice that all the colleges were very 
plentifidly I'upplied with pUte, which would amount to a 
good value, and lay ufelefs in their treafuries, there being 
enough belidcs for their common ufe; .and there was not 
the leaft doubt, but that whenfoey^' his Majelly fhould 
think fit to require that treafure, it would all be fent to 
him. Of tliis the King had lor^ thought, and, when he 
was at Nottinghani, in that melancholic feafon, two 
Gentlemen were dif])atched away to Oxford, and to Cam¬ 
bridge, (two to each), with letters to the feveral Vice- 
Chancellors, that they fhould move the Heads and Prin¬ 
cipals of the feveral colleges and halls, that they would 
fend their plate to the King ; private advertifements be¬ 
ing firft fent to linue trufi)^ perfons to prepare and dif- 
pofe thofe, without whole confent the fervice could not 
be performed. 

This w'hole aftair was tranfadled with fo great fcdrccy 
and diferetion, that the meflengers returned from the tw'o 
• Urtiverfities, in as Ihort a time as fuch a journey could 
well be made; and brought with them all, or very near The two., 
all, their plate, and a confiderablc I'um of money, which JiSmed 
was fent as a prefenf to his Majefty from feveral of the*^'"^”^®' 
Heads of colleges, out of their own particular ftores; 
fome Scholars coming with it, and helping to procure 
horfes :uid carts for the fendee; all which came fafe to 

Nottingham, 
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Nottingham, at the time ivhen there a])pcarc(! no more 
expcAation of a treaty, ami contributed much to raifing 
the dejected fpirits of the place. The plate was pre- 
lently weighed out, and delivercil to the feveral officers, 
who were entrufted to make levies of iiorfe and foot, 
and who received it as money; the reft was carefully 
preferv'ed to be carried with the King, when he fhould 
remove from thence fecrct orders being lent to the 
officers of the Mint, to be ready to come to his Majefty 
as foon as he ffiould require them; which he meant to 
do, as foon as he Ihould find himfclf in a place con- 
a^enient. There was now no more complaining or mur¬ 
muring. Some gentlemen undertook to make levies 
upon their credit and intereft, and others fent money 
to die King upon their own inclinations. 

There was a pleafant ftory, then njuch fpoken. .< 4 ;-ffi 
the Court, which adminiftered fome mirth. TheiSwre 
two great men who lived near Nottingham, both rttSi of 
great fortunes and of great parfimony, and known to haVe 
much money lying by them. To the former the Lord 
Capel was fent; to the latter, John Aftiburnham of the 
Bedchamber, and of entire confidence with his Matter; 
each of them with a letter, all written with the King’s 
hand, to borrow of each ten or five thoufand pounds. 
Capel was very civilly received by one, and entertained 
as well as the ill accommodations in his houfe, and his 
manner of living, would admit. He exprefled, with W'on- 
derful civil profeffions of duty, “ the great trouble he- 
“ fiiftained, in not being able to comply with his Ma- 
jetty’s commandsHe faid, “ all men knew that he 
“ neither had, nor could have money, b^ufe he had 
every year, of ten or a dozen which were paft, pur- 
“ chafed a thoufand pounds land a year; and therefore he 
could not be imagined to have any money lying by 

“ Ifim, 
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“ him, vvhicli he never loved to have. But, he faid, he had 
“ a neighbour, who lived within few miles of him, who 
“ was good for nothing, and lived like a hog, not allow- 
“ ing himfelf neceffaries, and who could not have fo litdc 
“ as twenty thoufand pounds in the feurvy houfe in 
which he lived and advifed, “ he might be lent to, 
who could not deny the having of moneyand con¬ 
cluded with great duty to the Kmg, and deteftation of 
the Parliament, and as if he meant to confider feither of 
the thing, and to endeavour to get fome money for him; 
which though he did not'remember to fend, his affec¬ 
tions were good, and he was afterwards killed in the King’s 
fervice. 

Alhburnham got no more money, nor half fo many 
good words. That Lord had fo little orrel'poadence 
with the Court, that he had never heard his name ; and 
when he had read the King’s letter, he alked from whom 
it was; and when he told him, “ he faw it was from the 
“ King,” he replied, “ that he was not fuch a fool as to 
believe it. Tliat he had received letters both from 
“ the King and his hitherand haftily running out of 
the room, returned with half a dozen letters in his hand; 
faying, “ that thole were all the King’s letters, and that 
“ they always begun with Right trujiy and ’well-beloved, 
and the King’s name was ever at tlie top; but this 
letter begun with his own name, and ended with your 
loving friend C. R. which, he laid, he w'as lure could 
not be the King’s hand.” His other treatment w’as 
according to this, and, after an ill fupper, he was fhewed 
ah indifferent bed; the Lord telling him, “ tliat he 
“ would confer more of the matter in the morninghe 
having fent a fervant with a letter to the Lord Falkland, 
Vvho was his wife’s nephew, and who had fcarce ever feen 
his uncle. The man came to Nottingham about mid- 
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night, ami found my Lord Falkland in his bed. The 
letter was to tell liim, “ that one yVIhburnham was with 
“ him, who brought him a letter, which he laid was 
“ from the King; but he knew tliat could not be; and 
“ tlierefore he defired to know, who this man was, 
whom he kept in his houi'e till the meflenger Ihould 
“ return.” In fpite of the laughter, which could not be 
forborne, the Lord Falkland made haftc to inform him 
of the condition and quality of the perfon, and that the 
letter was writ with tiie King’s own liand, which he fcL 
clom vouphfafed to do. Atid the meflenger returning 
early the next morning, his Lordlhip treated Mr. Alh- 
bui iiham with fo dilFerent a refpedf, that he, who knew 
nothing of the caufc, believed that he Ihould return with 
all the money that was dylired. But it was not long- 
before he was undeceived. The Lord with as cheerful 
a countenance as his could be, for he had a very unufual 
and unpleafant face, told him, “ that tliough he lud no 
“ money himfelf, but was in extreme want of it, he 
“ would tell him where he might har e money enough; 
“ tliat he had a neighbour, who lived within four or five 
“ miles, that never did good to any body, and loved no- 
“ body but himlelf, who had a world of money, and could 
“ furnilh the King witli as much as he had need of; and 
“ if he Ihould deny that he had money when the King 
“ font to hiniy he knew where he had one trunk full, apd 
“ would difeover it; and tliat he was fo ill beloved, and 
“ had fo few friends, that nobody would care how the 
“ King ufed him.” This good counfel was all Mr. 

. Aflhburnham could make of him ; and yet this wretched 
man was fo far from wif^^^welfto the Parliament, that 
|ifhen fiiey had prevailed Mp were poflefledtrf tlic whole 
kligdom, as well as of mttinghamfliire, he would not 
give them one penny; nor compound for his delin¬ 
quency, 
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qucncy, as they made the having lived in the King's 
quarters to be; but fuIFered his whole eftate to be le- 
queftered, and lived in a very milerable falljiiqn, only by 
what he could ravifh from his tenants; who, though 
they paid their rents to the Parliament, were forced by 
his rage and threats to part with fo much as kept him, 
till he died, in that condition he chofe to live in: his 
confcience being powerful enough to deny himfelf, 
though it could not difpofe him to grant to the King. 
And thus the two meffengers returned to the King, fo 
near the fame time, that he who CMne firft had not given 
his account to the King, before the other entered into 
his prefence. 

The fame day, a gentleman in thofe parts, known to 
be very rich, being prellcd to lend the King five hun¬ 
dred pounds, fent him a prefent of one hundred pieces in 
gold; “ which,” he faid, “ he had procured with great 
“ difficulty;” and ])rotefted, with many execrable impre¬ 
cations, “ that he had never in his life feen five hundred 
“ pounds of his own together;” when, within one month 
after the King’s departure, the Parliament troops, which 
borrowed in another llylc, took five thoufand pounds from 
him, which was lodged with him, iti the chamber in 
which he lay. Which is therefore mentioned in this 
place, that upon tliis occafion it may be feen, that the 
unthrifty retention of their money, which polfelTed the 
fpirits of thofe, who did really wifii the King all the fuc- 
cefs he wifhed for himfelf, was one unhappy caufe of all 
his/rnisfortunes: and if they had, in the beginning, but 
lent the King the fifth part of what, after infinite loflh, 
they found neceflary to facrifice to his enemies, in the 
conclufion, to preferve themfelves from total ruin, his 
Majefty had been able, with God’s blefiing, to have pre- 
fcrvecl them,-and to have deftroyed all his enemies. 

vot. u. p. I. E The 
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The news of ilie important advantage before Worcef- 
tcr found tlie King at Chefter, whither his Majelly 
tliought ne^sefliiry to make a journey liimfelf, as loon as 
he came to Shrcwlbury, both to allure that; city to liis 
fcrvice, wliich was the key to Ireland, and to countenance 
the Lord Strange (who, by die death of his fatlier, be¬ 
came Earl of Derby) againft fome oppofition he met 
witli, on the behalf of the Parliament. Here Crane, fent 
by Prince Rupert, ga\e his Majefty an account of that 
a^lion; and prefented him with the enligns, which had 
been taken; and informed him of the Earl of Elfex’s 
being in Worcefter; which made the King return fooncr 
to Shrcwlbury than he intended, and before the Earl of 
Derby was poHcHcd of that power, which a little longer 
ftay would have given him. 

Prince Rupert the fame night, after his viftory, find¬ 
ing the grofs of the rebels’ army to be within live or lix 
miles, againft which that city was in no degree tenable, 
though all the King’s foot had been there, retired from 
Worcelter on the Wellli lide of the river, without any 
difturbance, into his quarters near Shrcwlbury, and with 
all his priliiners. Colonel Sandys only excepted, whom 
he left to die of his wounds there; the Earl of EUex 
being fo much ftartled with this late defeat, that he ad¬ 
vanced not, in two days after; and then being furely 
informed, that he fhould find no refiftance, he entered 
with his army into Worcefter; uling great feverity to 
thole citizens, who h|d, ijjteen eminently inclined to the 
King’s fcrvice, and l®a^ the principal of them prifon- 
trs to London. ’ 'W*' 

Upon the King’s coming to Shrcwlbury, there was a 
great conflux of the gentry there, and the neigh- 
•'ufy. louring counties, which were generally well affetfted, 
and made great profeffions of duty to his Majeftyfome 

of 
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of them undertook to make Ict ies of horfe and foot, 
and performed it at their own charge. -The town was 
r ery commodious in all refpeAs, ftrong in; its lituaticrn ; 
and in refpe'tft of its neighbourhood to North Wales, 
and the ufe of the Severn, j'ieltfed excellent |)rovifions 
of all kinds; fo that both court and army were very w'ell 
accommodated, only the incurable difeafe of want of 
money could not be afUiaged in either. Yet whilft they 
fat ftill, it was not very lenfible, much lefs importunate. 
Tire foldicrs behaved themfelves orderly, and the people 
were nor inclined, or provoked to complain of their new 
guefrs; and the remainder of the plate, which was 
brought from tlie Univerfities, together with tlie fmall 
prefenrs in money, which were made to tlie King by 
many particular perfons, fupplied tlie prefent neceffary 
expences very conveniently. But it was ealily difeerned, 
that, when the army fhould move, which the King re- 
folved it Ihould do with all poffible expeditioni the nc- 
ceRity of money would be very great, and the train of 
artillery, which is commonly a fpunge that can hardly 
be filled, was deftitute of all things iiecellary for motion. 
Nor was there any hope that it could march, till a good 
fum of money were affigned to it; fome carriage-horles, 
and waggons, which were prepared for the fcrvice of 
Ireland, and lay ready at Chefter, to be tranfported with 
the Earl of Leicefter, Lieutenant of that kingdom, were 
brought to Shrewlbiiry, by liis Majefty’s order, for his 
own train: and the Earl’s pallionate labouring to pre¬ 
vent or remedy that application, with fome other rea- 
fons, hindered the Earl himfclf from purfuing that jour¬ 
ney ; and, in the end, deprived him of that province. 
But this feafonable addition to the train increafed the 
necefiity of money, there being more ufe of it thereby. 

Two expedients were found to make fucli a corape- 
E a tent 
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tent provilion lor all wants, that they were at laft broken 
through. Some perfon of that inclination had infinu- 
ated to the King, that, “ if the Roman Catholics, which 
“ that and the adjacent counties were well inhabitetl by, 
were fccrcily trcatcij, with, a confiderable fum of money 
“ might be raifed among them; but it muft be carried 
with great pri\ ac\', that no notice might be taken of 
“■ it, the Parliament having declared fo great animofities 
“ againft them nor did it in that conjunfturc concern 
the King lets that it Ihould be very lecret, to avoid the 
I'candal of a clofe conjunction with the Papifts, which 
was every day im])uted to him. Upon many conl’ulta- 
tions how', and in what method, to carry on this delign, 
the King was informed, “ that if he would depute a per- 
“ foil, much trulted by him, to that fervicc, the Roman 
“ Catholics would truft him, and allign one or two of 
“ their body to confer w'ith him, and by this means the 
“ work might be carried on.” Hereupon the King fent 
for that perfon, and told him this w'hole matter, as it -is 
hej-e fet down, and required him to confult wdth fuch a 
jrerfon, w'hom he would fend to him the next morning. 
The next morning a perfon of quality, very much trufted 
by all that party, came to him to confer upon that fub- 
jeCt; and flicwed a lift of the names of all the gentle¬ 
men of quality and fortune of that religion, who were 
all convitft Recufants, and lived within thofe counties of 
Shroplhire and Stafford. They appeared to be a good 
numlicr of very valuable men, on whofe behalf he had 
only authority to conck^e, though he believed that the 
method, they agre^'® there, would be fubmitted to, 
and confirmed by tHil'party in all other places. He 
faid, “ the) would by no means hearken to any motion 
“ for the loan of money, for which they had paid fo 
“ dear, upon tlieir ferving the King in tiiat manner, in 

“ his 
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his firfr expedition againft the Scots.” It was in the 
end agreeti upon, that the King Ihoidcl write to e\ ery 
one of them to pay him an advance of two or three years 
of fucli rent, as they w'ere cy€|Q{ year obliged to pay him, 
Ujion the conjpofition they had made with him for their 
eftates; which would ampunt to A confideralile fum of 
money. And thefe letters were accordingly writ, and 
within ten or twelve days between four and five thou- 
fand pounds were returned to his Majefty ; which was a 
feafonable fupply for his affiiirs. 

At his return to Shrewibury, the King found as much 
done towards his march, as he expedled. And then the 
other expedient (which was hinted before) for money 
ofFered itfelf. There was a gentleman of a very goetd cx- 
tradbon, and of the beft eftate of any gentleman of that 
country, who lived within four or five miles of Shrewf- 
bury, and was looked upon as a very prudent man, and had 
a very powerful influence upon that l)eople, and was of 
undoubted afi’edfions and loyalty to the King, and to the 
government both iir Church and State: his eldelf fon 
w'as a young gentleman of great expedlation, and of ex¬ 
cellent parts, a member of the Houfe of Commons, who 
liad behat'cd bimfelf there veiy well. This gentleman 
intimated to a friend of his, “ That, if his father might 
be made a Baron, he did belien e he might be prevailed 
“ with to prefent his MajelVy with a good lum of money.” 
It was propofed to the King, who had no mind to em¬ 
brace the propofition, his-Majefty taking occafion often 
to fpeak againft “ making merchandize of honour; how 
“ much the Crown fuffered at prefent by tiic licence of 
“ that kind, which had been ufed during the favour of 
“ the Duke of Buckingham; and that he had not taken 
“ a firmer refolution againft many things, than againft 
“ this particular expedient for raifing money.” How¬ 
ever, after he returned from Chefter, and found by the 

Ji 3 in- 



54 


THE HISTORY 


Book VI. 


increafe of his levies, anti the good difpofition all things 
were in, that he might in a Iliort time be able to march, 
and in fo good a condition, that he fhould rather feek the 
rebels, than decline meeting with them, if the indifpen- 
lable want of rlroney did hot make his motion impol- 
llble ; the merit and ability of the perfon, and the fair 
expeftation from his pofterity; he liaving two fons, both 
very hopeful, prevailed with his Majehy to refume the 
fame overture; and in few days it was pcrfc<^ted, and the 
gentleman was made a Baron ; who prelented the fum of 
fix thouland pounds to his Majefty; whereupon all pre¬ 
parations tor the army were profecuted with eflcdl. 

As loon as the King came to Shrcwlbury, he had dif- 
patched his letters and agents into Wales, Chefhire, and 
Lancalhire, to cjuicken the levies of men which were 
making there, and returned from Chefter through the 
north part of Wales (where he found the people cordial to 
him, arid arming thcmfchxs for him) to Shrewfburjn 
The King’s cudom was in all counties, through which 
he paffed, to caufe the High Shcrifl'to draw all the gen¬ 
tlemen aiul the nioft lubftantial inhabitants of thofc 
})arts togetlier, to whom (befides his carcillng the prin¬ 
cipal gentlemen fe\ crall)', familiarl)', and ^■ery obligingly) 
he always fpokc lomcthing publicly, (which was after¬ 
wards printed), telling them. 

The lub- “'I'hat it was a beneht to him from the infdcnceS' 
the King's and misfortunes, which had driven him about, that 
[hr^entry “ they luad brought him to fo good a part of his king- 
monaUy otto fo faithful a part of his people. He 
hoped, neither they nor he fhould repent their coming 
^rough “ together. He wt^toydo his part, that tliey might 
' “'iiot'*,!^and of was-Confident before he came.” 

He, tblCthem, “ tM r^dence of an army was not ufually 
“ pleafant to airjf place; and his might carry more fear 
“ with it, fince it might be thought, (being roblx'd, and 

“ fpoiled 
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fpoiled of all his own, and fuch terror ufcd to fright 
“ and keep all men from I'upplying him), he muft only 
“ lit e upon the aid and relief of his people. But he bid 
“ them not be afraidand faid, “ he wilhed to God, 
'' his poor fubjedb fufFered no more by the infolence 
“ and violence of that army raifed againft him, though 
“ tliey had made themfelves wanton with plenty, tlian 
“ they fhould do by his; and yet he feared lie flioiild 
“ not be able to prevent all diforders; he would do his 
“ heft; and promifed them, no man fhould be a lofer 
" by him, if he could help it.” lie faid, “ he had fent 
for a mint, anti would melt down all his tiwn plate, 
“ and expofe all his land to falc, or mortgage, that he 
“ might bring the leaft preffure upon them.” How'ever, 
he invited them “ to do that for him, and thcmfelves, 
“ for the maintenance of their religion, and the law of 
“ the land, (by which they enjoyed all that they had), 
“ which other men did againft them he defired them, 
“ not to fuft’er fo good a caufe to be loft, for want of 
“ fupplying him w'ith that, which would be taken from 
“them, .by thofe who purfued his Majefty with that 
“ violence. And wdiilft thofe ill men facrificed their 
“ money, plate, anti utmoft intluftry, to deftroy the 
“ commonw'ealth, they would be no lefs liberal to pre- 
“ ferve it. He bid them allure themfelves, if it [)leafed 
“ God to bids him with fuccefs, he would remember 
“ the alliftance every particular man gave him to his 
“ advantage. However it would hereafter (how furi- 
‘‘ oufly foever the minds of fome men w'ere now pol- 
“ felled) be honour and comfort to them, that, with fome 
“ charge and trouble to themfelves, they had done their 
“ part to fupport their King, and prelerve the kingdom.” 

His Majefty alw^ays took notice of any particular re¬ 
ports, which, either with reference to the public, or their 

K 4 pri- 
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private concerns, miglit make impreffion upon that peo¬ 
ple, and gave clear anfwers to them. With this gra¬ 
cious and j)rincely demeanour, it is hardly credible how 
much he won upon the people; fo that not only his 
army daily increafed by volunteers, (for thfere was not a 
man prefled), but fuch proportions of plate and money 
were voluntarily brought in, that the army was fully 
and conftantly paid: the King having eredled a mint at 
Shrewlbury, more for reputation than ufe, (for, for want 
of workmen and inftruments, they could not coin a 
thoufand pounds a week), and caufing all his own plate, 
for the fervice'of his houfehold, to be delivered there, 
made other men think, theirs was the lefs worth the pre- 
fer\'ing. 

Sliortly after the Earl of Effex came to Worcefler, he 
lent a gentleman (Fleetwood, the fame who had after¬ 
wards fo great power in the army, but then a Trooper in 
his guards) to Slirewfbury, without a trumpet, or any 
other ceremony than a letter to the Earl of Dorfet; in 
which he faid, “ lie was appointed by the Parliament, 
“ to caule a petition, then in his hands, to be prefented 
“ to his Majefty; and therefore defired his Lordfhip to 

know his Majefty’s pleafure, when he would be 
“ pleafed to receive it from fuch perfons, as he fhould 
“ lend over with it.” The Earl of Dorlet (by his Ma- 
lelfy’s command, after it had been debated in council 
what anliver to return) lent him word in writing, “ that 
“ the King had alw'ays been, and would be ftill, ready to 
“ receive any ])ctition from his two Houfes of Parlia- 
“ mcnr; and if the Earl had anjgljiih to be prefented, 
“ if he lent it by any perfo^ who Iftood not perfonally 
•“ accul'ed by his Majefty t^jj^igh treafon, and excepted 
“ fpecialh' in all offers of pjy:at)n made by him, the per- 
“ foils who brought it fhould be welcome; and, the 
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“ King would return fuch an anfwer to it, as iliould be 
“ agreeable to lionour and juftice.” Whether this limi¬ 
tation as to meii'engers difpleafed them, (as it was after¬ 
wards faid, that the mellengers appointed to have deli¬ 
vered it were the Lord Mandevillc and Mr. Hambden, 
who, they thoiiglit, would have ihill to make infufions 
into many pcrlbns then about his Majeffy; and the 
hopes of tliat accefs being barred by that limitation and 
exception, they would not fend any other), or what other 
reafon foever there was, the King heard no more of this 
petition, or any addrefs of that nature, till he found, by 
iimie new printed votes, and declarations, “ that he was 
“ guilty of another breach of the privilege of Parliament, 

“ for having refufed to receive their petition, except it 
“ were jrrefented in fuch a manner as he preferibed: 

“ whereas they alone were judges in wh'at manner, and 
“ by what perfons, tlieir own petitions fliould be deli- 
“ vered, and he ought fo to receive them." So that peti¬ 
tion, which is before fet down in tire very terms it palled 
both Houfes, was ner cr delivered to his Majelly. 

There cannot be too often mention of tlie w onderful The 
providence of (Sod, that from that low defpifed condi- 
tion the King was in at Nottingham, after the fitting 
up his ftimdard, he hiould be able to get men, money, 
or arms, fo that, within twenty days after his coming to 
Shrewlbury, he refolved to march, in defpitc of the ene¬ 
my, even towards London; his foot, by this time, con- 
fifting of about fix thoid'and; and his horfe of two thoue 
■fand; his train in very good order, commanded by Sir 
John Heydon. And though this ftrength was much 
inferior to the enemy, yet as it was greater than any man 
thought poilible to be railed, fo all thought it fufficient 
fo encounter the rebels. Befides that it was confidently 
believed, (and not without feme grounds, upon corre- 

Ipondence 
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fpondence with feme officers in the other army), that, as 
foon as the armies came within any real'onable diftance of 
each other, very many fokliers would leave their colours, 
and come to the King ; which expectation was confirmed 
by divers fokliers, who every day dropped in from thol'c 
forces; and, to make themfclves welcome, told many 
Itctries of their fellows’ rcfolutions, whom they had left 
behind. 

And this muft he confelTed, that either by the care 
and diligence oi’ the officers, or by the good inclinations 
and temper of the foldiers themfelves, the army was in fo 
good order and difciplinc, that, during tlie King’s ftay 
at Shrewlbury, there was not any remarkable diforder; 
the country being very kind to the Icjldicrs, and the 
foldiers juft, and regardful to the country. And by the 
free loans and conmibutions of the gentlemen and fub- 
ftantial inhabitants, but eljtecially by die affiftance of the 
nobility, yvho attended, the army was fo well paid, thar 
there was not the leaft mutiny or difcontent for want of 
pay ; nor was there any caufc ; for they kddom failed 
every week, never went above a fortnight unpaid. 

I'lic greateft difficulty was to jirovide arms; of which 
indeed there was a wonderful fcarcity, the King being 
exceedingly ciifap])ointed in his expectation of arms from 
Holland ; a vefl'el or two having been taken by his own 
fhips, under the command of the Earl of Warwick ; fo 
that, except eight hundred mufc]uets, five hundred pair 
of piftols, and two hundred fwords, whicli came with the 
powder, landed in Yorklhire, as is before mentioned, the 
King had none in his mags^W; fo that he was com¬ 
pelled to begin at Nottingham, and fo in all places as he 
paffied, to borrow thejjtos from the Trained Bands; 
wiiich was clone with fq much wariiieis and caution, (al- 
licit it w;is known tJtat thole arms would, being left in 

thofe 
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thofe hands, be employed againft him, or at Icaft be of 
no ufc to liim), that it was done rather with their confent, 
than by any conftraint, and always with the full approba¬ 
tion of their commanders. vVnd therefore in Yorkfhire 
and Shro|)fliire, where the gentlemen very unlkilfidly, 
though with good meaning, defired that the arms might 
Ifil! be left in the country men’s hands, there was none of 
that kind of borrowing. But, in all places, the noble¬ 
men, and gentlemen of quality, fent the King fuch fup- 
])lies of arms, out of their own armories, (which were 
^cry mean), fo that by all thofe means together, the 
f(X)t, all but three or four hundred, who marched with¬ 
out imy weapon but a cudgel, were armed w'ith mufqucts, 
and bags for their powder, and pikes; but, in the whole 
bod}-, there w^as not a pikeman had a corflet, and very 
few mufqucteers wfho had fwords. Among the horle, 
the officers had their full delire, if they were able to pro¬ 
cure old backs, and breafts, and pots w'ith pifttds, or ca¬ 
rabines, for their two or tliree firft ranks, and fwords for 
the reft ; tliemfelvcs (and fome foldiers by their exam¬ 
ples) having gotten, befides their piftols and fwords, a 
ihort pole-axe. 

The foot were divided into three brigades; the firft 
commanded by Sir Nicholas Byron, the fecond by 
Colonel Harry Wentworth, the third by Colonel Richard 
Fielding, Sir Jacob Alhley being Major General, and 
commanding the foot immediately under the GeneraL 
For, though General Ruthen, who came to the King 
Fome few days before he left Shrewfljury, was made Field 
Mafflial, y'et he kept wholly with the horfe to affift 
Prince Rupert: and Sir Arthur Alton, of whole foldiery 
there was a very great efteem, Was made Colonel General 
of the dragoons; which at that time, though confifting 
of two or three regiments, were not above eight hundred. 
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or a thoufand at tlic moft. Moll of the pcrfons of qua¬ 
lity, except thofe whbfc attendance was near the King’s 
own perfon, put themfelves into the King’s troop of 
guards, commanded by the Lord Bernard Stewart; and 
made indeed fo gallant a body, that, uj)on very modeft 
computation, the eftate and revenue of that lingle troop, 
it was thought, might juftly be valued at leaft equal to 
all theirs, who then voted in both Iloufes, luider the 
name of the Lords and Commons of Parliament, which 
made and maintained that war. Their fervants, under 
the command of Sir William Killigrew, made another 
full troop, and always marched with their lords and 
mafrers. 

TiicKing In this equipage the King marched from ShrewRmiy, 
formed Oil the twelfth of 0 (Tol>er, to Bridgenorth, never lefs 
m'iirchcs’ baggage attending a royal army, there being not one tent, 
shmwihutyvcry fcw waggons belonging to the whole train; 
towards having in his whole army not one ofticer of the held 

London. * ^ ^ . 

who was a Papih, except Sir Arthur Afton, if he were 
one; and very few common foldicrs of that religion. 
However the Parliament, in all their declarations, and 
their Clergy much more in their fermons, affiired the 
people, “ that the King’s army conhfted only of Papifts,” 
whilft thenjfelves entertained all of that religion, that 
they could get ; and very' manyq both officers and fol- 
diers, of that religion engaged with them ; whether it was 
that they really believed, that that army did delire li¬ 
berty of confeience for all religions, as fome of the chief of 
them {)retended, or that they delired to divide tliemfdves 
for ccjmmunication of intelligence, and intcreft. ,. Ai»d 
liere it is not fit to forget one jiaiticular, that, when the 
■com^lce of Parliament appointed to advaitce thejeryice 
iipq^mc propofition for j)late, and horfes, in the county 
o^^ui^lk, ftnt word uj the Houfe of Commons, “ that 

fome 
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“ fomc Papifts offered to lend money upon tliofe pro- 
“ polltions, and defired advice whether they fliould ac- 
“ cept of it,” it was anfwered, “ that if they offered any 
“ confidcrahle i'uni, whereby it might be conceived to 
“ proceed from a real affection to the Parliament, and 
“ not out of policy to bring themfelves within their pro- 
“ tc( 5 fion, and fo to crxufe their delinquency, it ihould 
“ be accepted of,” 

When the King w'as ready for his march, there was 
fome difference of opinion whicli way he fliould take ; 
many were of opinion that he fhould march towards 
VVhaxclfer, where the Earl of Eflex ftill remained : thole 
countries were thought well affefted to the King ; where 
his army would be fupjrlicd with provifions, and increafed 
in numbers; and that no time fhould be loft in coming 
to a battle; becaule the. longer it was deferred, the 
ftronger the Karl would grow, by the fup|)lies which 
were eveiy day fent to him from London ; and he had 
ftore of arms with him to fupply all defers of that kind. 
However it was thought more counfellable to march di- 
reftly towards London, it being morally hire, that the Earl 
of Elfex would put hinifclf in their w'ay. The King had 
much confidence in his horfe, (his nephew Prince Rupert 
being in the head of them), w'hich were flefhed by their 
fuccefs at Worcefter; and if he had made his march that 
way, he would have been entangled in the inclofures, 
where his horfe would have been lefs ufeful; whereas 
there were many open grounds near the other w’ay, much 
fitter for an engagement. And fo, about the middle of 
Odfober, the King marched from Shrewfbury, and 
quartered that night at Bridgenorth, ten miles from the 
other place, where there was a rendezvous of the whole 
army, which appeared very cheerful; and thence to 
Wolverhampton, Bromicham, and Killingworlh, a houfe 

of 
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of the King’s, and a very noble fear, where the King 
refted one day,; where the Lord Chief Julficc Heath, 
who w'ls matfe Chief Jufticc for that purpofe, (Bramfton, 
a man of great learning and integrity, being, without any 
purpofe of disfavour, removed from that office, bccaiife 
he flood bound by recognizance to attend the Parliament, 
upon an accufation depending there againfl him), begun 
to lit upon a commiHion of Oyer and Terminer, to 
attaint the Earl of Ed’ex, and many other perfons who 
were in rebellion, of high treafon. 

Some days had ])afled without any notice of that army ; 
fome reporting that it remained ftill at Worcefter ; others, 
that they were marched the direct way from thence to¬ 
wards London. But intelligence came from London, 

“ that verj' many officers of name, and command in the 
Parliament army, had undergone that fervicc with a 
full refolution to come to the King as foon as they 
“ W'ere within any diftance ; and it was wdfhctl, that the 
“ King would fend a proclamation into the army-itfelf^f^'. 
“ and to offer pardon to all who would return to their 
obedience.” A proclamation was prepared accordingly, 
and all circumftances refolvcd upon, that a herald fhould 
be fent to proclaim it in the head of the Earl’s army, 
when it fhould be drawn up in battle. But that, and 
many other particulars, prepared and'refolved upon, 
were forgotten, or omitted at the time appointed, which 
would not admit any of thole formalities. 
faaiQnt>e. When the whole army marched together,-there was 
king" ar-'quickly difeovered an unhappy jealouly, and diviflon 
between the principal officers, wliich grew quicldy into a 
perfedf fiuilion between the foot and the horfe. The 
Piarl of Lindfey was General of the whole army by his 
commifTion, and thought very equal to it. But when 
Prince Rupert came to the King, nliicli was after the - 

ftandard 
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fl'andani was fct up, and received a commiffion to lie 
(lencral of the liorl'e, wliicb, all men, knew, was defigned 
for hint, there was a tlaul'e inl'erted into it, exempting him 
from rcc'ei\ ing orders from any body but from the King 
himfelf; which, upon the matter, feparated all the horfe 
from any dependence upon the General, and had other 
ill confcqucnces in it: for when ,,the King at midnight, 
being in his bed, and receiving intelligence of the enemy’s 
motion, commanded the Lord Falkland, his principal 
Secretary of State, to direft Prince Rupert, what he 
Ihould do, his ITighnefs took it very ill, and expoftulated 
with tlie Ijord Fiilkland, for giving him orders. He 
coukl not have diretfted his pallion againft any man, who 
would feel or regard it lels. He told him, “ that it 
“ was his office to fignify w'hat the King bid him; 
“ which he Ihould always do ; and that his Highnefs, in 
“ neglecting it, ncgleCted the Kingwho did neither 
the Prince nor his own fervice any good, by complying 
in the beginning with his rough nature. But the King 
was fo indulgent to him, that he took his advice in all 
things relating to the army, and upon the deliberation of 
their march, and the figure of the battle they refolved to 
fight in w'itli ,^he enemy, he concurred entirely witii 
Prince Rupert’s atlvice, rejecting the opinion of the 
General, who jrreferred the order he had learned under 
Prince Maurice, and Prince Harry, with whorri he had 
lerved at the fame time, when the Earl of EfTex and lie, 
both of tltem, had regiments. The refervednefs of the 
Prince’s nature, and the little education he then had in 
courts, made him unapt to make acquaintance with any 
of the Lords, who were thereby iikewife difeouraged from 
applying themfelves to him ; whilft fome officers of the 
iiorfe were well pleafed to obferve that ftrangenefs, and 
fomented it; believing their credit would be the greater 

with 
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with the Prince, and defiring that no other perfon fhould 
have any credit with the King. So the war was fcarce 
begun, when thfiiie appeared fuch faftion and deligns in 
the army, which wife men looked upon as a very evil 
prel'age; and the inconveniences, which flowed from 
thence, gave the King great trouble in a Ihort time after. 

Witljin tv'o days afti" the King marched from Shrewf- 
niarchcs burv, flic Earl of EflTex moved from Worcefter to at- 

altcr (lie , .... 

King. tend him, with an army far lupenor m number to the 
King’s; the horfe and foot being completely armed, and 
the men very well exercifed, and the whole equipage 
(being fupplied out of the King’s magazines) fuitable to 
an army let forth at the charge of a kingdom. 1'he 
Earl of Bedford had the name of General of the horfe, 
though that command principally depended upon Sir 
William Balfour. Of the Nobility he had with him the 
Lords Kimbolton, Saint-John, Wharton, Roberts, and 
the Lords Rochford, and Fielding, (whofe fathers, the 
Earls of Dover, and Denbigh, charged • as volunteers in 
the King’s guards of borl'e,) and many gentlemen of 
• quality; but his train was fo very great, that he could 
move but in flow marches. So that the two armies, 
though they were but twenty miles afu:^der, when they 
firft let forth, and both nwched the fame ivay, gave not 
the leafl difquict in ten days march to each other; and 
in truth, as it appeared afterwards, neither army knew 
where the other was. 

The King by quick marches, having feldqmiieftgd a 
day in any place, cam^tw^^aturday the twen^j&On*|: qjf 
Orilober, to Edgcot,ta village in Nordiana||q)t)||ij^,. 
within four mil^'ftf Banbury, in which tlie rebels had; a 
garrilbn. Asfjfebn as he cane thither, he called a„C0Hncil 
of war, and having no intelligence that the Earl of Eflex 
was witliin any diftance, it was reibhed tlte Kh^ and 

“ the 
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“ the army fhould reft in tliofe quarters the next day, 

“ only that Sir Nicholas Byron ftiould march with his bri- 
“ gade, and attempt the taking in of Bat^mry.” With 
this refoliition the council broke up, and all tncn went to 
their quartets, which were at a great diftfflice, without 
any apprehenfion of an enemy. But that night, about 
twelve of the clock, Prince Rupert fent the King word, 

“ that the body of the rebels army was within fcven or 
“ eight miles, and that the head quarter was at a village 
“ called Keinton on the edge of Warwickfhire; and 
“ that it would be in his Majefty’s power, if he thought 
“ fit, to fight a battle the next daywhich his Majef- 
ty liked well, and therefore immediately difpatched orders 
to crofs the defign for Banbury, “ and that the whole 
“ army fhould draw to a rcndc/Aous on the top of Edge- 
“ hillwhich was a high hill about two miles from 
Keinton, where the head quarter of the Earl was, which 
had a clear profpceft of all that valley. 

In the morning, being Sunday the twenty-third ofThei«nit 
Oftober, when the rebels were beginning their march, 

(for they fufpe(fted not the King's forces to be near,)*""’ 
they percei\'ed a fair body of horfe on the top of that 
hill, and eafily concluded their march was not then to 
be far. It is certain they were exceedingly furprifed, 
having never had any other confidence of their men, 
than by the difparity they concluded would be ftill be¬ 
tween their numbers and the King’s, the which they 
found themfelves now deceived in. For two of their 
ftrongeft tmd bcft regiments of ftxtt, and one regiment 
of horfe, was a day’s march behind with their ammunition. 

So tirat, though they were ftill fuperior in number, yet 
that difference was not fo gre.at as they promifed them¬ 
felves. However it cannot be denied that the Earl, w'ith 
great dexteritv, performed w'hatfoevcr could be expedled 
ton. IT. r. I, n from 
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frottt a wife General. He chofe that ground which beft 
liked him. There was between the hill and the town a 
fair campaign, fave that near the town it was narrower, 
and on the right hand fomc hedges, and inclofures: fo 
that there he placed mufqueteers, and not above two 
regiments of horfe, wdiere the ground was narrowefi; 
but on his left wing he jjlaccd a body of a thoufand horfe, 
commanded by one Kamfey a Scotfman ; the referve of 
horfe, which was a good one, w'as commanded by the 
Earl of Bedford, General of their horfe, and Sir William 
Balfour with him. The General himfelf was with the 
foot, which were ordered as much to advantage as miglir 
be. And in this pofture they hood from eight of the 
clock in the morning. 

On the other lidc, though Prince Rupert was early in 
tlie morning with the greateft part of the horfe on the 
top of the hill, which gave the enemy the liril alarm of 
the ncceffity of lighting, yet the loot were quartered at 
fo great a dilfance, that many regiments marched I'evcn 
or eight miles to the rendezvous; fo that it was paft one 
of the clock, before the King’s forces marched down the 
liill; the General himfelf alighted at the head of his own 
regiment of foot, his fon the Lord Willoughby being 
next to him, with the King’s regiment of guards, in 
which was the King’s llandard, carried by Sir Edmund 
Veniey, Knight Marflial. T'he King’s right wing of 
horle was commanded by Prince Rupert, the left wing 
by Mr. Wilmot, Cominiflary- General of tlie horfe, who 
was allifted by Sir Arthur Alton tvith moft of the 
dragoons, becaule that left wing was oppofed to the 
enemy's right, which had the Ihekcr of fome hedges 
lined with mufqueteers: and the rel'erve was committed 
to Sir .luhn Byron, and confilted indeed only of his own 
regiment. At the entrance into the held, tlie King’s 
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troop of guards, either provoked by fome unfcafonable 
Icolfs among the fokliery, or out of defire of glort', or 
both, befought the King, “ that he would give tlicm 
“ leave to be abfent that day from his perfon, and to 
“ charge in tlie front among the horfethe which his 
Majehy confented to. They delired Prince Rupert 
“ to give them that honour which belonged to them 
who accordingly alligned them the firft place; which, 
though they performed their parts with admirable 
(ourage, may well be reckoned among the overlights of 
that day. 

It was ncrif three of the clock in the afternoon, before 
the battle begun; which, at that tintc of the year, w.as i'u 
late, that foine were of opinion, “that the bulincl's 
“ fliould be deferred till the next day.” But againll 
that there wore many objedtions; “ the King’s numbers 

could not incrcalc, the enemy’s mightfor they had 
not only their garrifons, Warwick, (’oventry, and Ban¬ 
bury, within dilfance, but all that country fo devoted to 
them, that they had all jtrovilions brought to tlicm, 
without the lead trouble ; whereas, on the other I'ide, 
the people were lo clilaffchlod to the King’s party, that 
they had carried awav, or hid, all their provilions, info- 
mucii as there was neither meat for man, or horfe ; and 
the very linitlis hid themielvcs, that the)' might not be 
compelled to fhoe horfes, of which in thofc lion}' ways 
there was great need. I'liis proceeded not from anv 
radical malice, or dilaflchfion to the King’s caufe, or his 
perfon; though it is true, that circuit in which this 
battle was fought, being very much in the intereft of the 
Lord Say, and tlie Lord Brooke, was the moft eminently 
corrupted of any county in England ; but by the rejtorts, 
and infufions w'hich the other very diligent party had 
wrought into the people’s belief; “that the Cataliers 
1-2 “ were 
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“• were of a (it roe, bloody, and licentious difpofition, and 
“ that they committed all manner of cruelty upon the 
“ inhabitants of thofe places where they came, of which 
“ robbery was the leaftfo that the poor people 
thought there was no other way to preferve their goods, 
than by hiding them out of the way ; which was con- 
fclfed by them, when they found how much that in¬ 
formation had wronged them, by making them fo in¬ 
jurious to their friends. And therefore where the army 
reftcd a day they found much better entertainment at 
])arting, than M/hcn they came ; ferr it will not be denied, 
that there was no |icr(on of honour or quality, who paid 
not ])undlua]ly and exatiily for what they had ; and 
there was not the leaft violence or diforder among the 
common foklicrs in their march, which feaped ex¬ 
emplar}' puniftiment; fo that at Bromicham, a town 
fo generally wicked, that it had rifen upon linall parties 
of the King’s, and killed or taken them prifoners, and 
lent them to Coventry, declaring a more pcrcmjttqry 
malice to his Majefty than any other place, two foklicrs 
were executed, for having taken fome fmall trille of no 
value out of a houfe, whofe owner was at that time in 
the rebels army. So ftritft w'as the difeipline in this 
army; when the other, without control, praftifed all 
the difl'o'iutenefs imaginable. But the march was fo faft, 
that tlie leaving a good reputation behind them, was no 
harbinger to provide for their better reception in the next 
(.|uarrers. So that their wants w'ere fo great, at the time 
when tlicv came to Edgehill, that there w'cre very many 
companies ol the common foklicrs, who had fcarce eaten 
bread in eight and forty hours before. The only way to 
cure this was a vidtor}'; ihd therefore the King gave 
the word, though it was late, the enemy keeping their 
ground to rccei\’e him without advancing at all. 


In 
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In this hurry, there was an oniiflion of foincwliat, 
which the King intcmkxl to have executed before the 
beginning of the battle, fie had caufed many pro¬ 
clamations to be printed of pardon to all thole foldiers 
who would lay down their arms, wliich he refolved, as is 
faid before, to have fent by a herald to the Earl of EHex, 
and to have found ways to have feattered and difperl’ed 
them in that army, as foon as he underftood they were 
within any diftance of him. But all men were now fo 
'much othenvife buhed, that it was not loon enough re¬ 
membered ; and when it was, the proclamations wvre 
not at hand ; which, by that which follow's, might jtro- 
bably have produced a good etfed. For as the right 
wing of the King’s httrl'e atbanced to charge the left 
wing, which w'as the grols of the enemy’s horle, Sir 
Faithful l^'ortefcue (w'ho, having his fortune and intcrell 
in Ireland, w'as come out of that kingdom to hahen fup- 
plies thither, and had a troop of horl’e railed for him for 
that fervice ; but as many other of thole forces were, lo 
his trcx)p w^as likewife difpofed into that army, and he 
W'as now Major to Sir William Waller; he) with his 
whole troop advanced from the grols of their horle, and 
difeharging all their piftols on the ground, within little 
more than carabine fhot of his own body, prelcnted him- 
felf and his troop to Prince Rupert; aitd immediately, 
with his highnefs, charged the enemy. Whether this 
fudden accident, as it might very w-ell, and the not 
knowing how many more were of the fame mind, each 
man looking upon his companion w'ith the fame ap- 
prehenhon as u])on the enemy, or whether the terror of 
Prince Rupert, and the King’s horle, or all together, 
with their own evil conlciences, wrought ujjon them, I 
know not, but that whole wing, having unlkilfully dd- 
charged their carabines and piftols into the air, wheeled 
n 3 alxjut, 
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about, the King’s horfe charging in the flank and rear, 
and ha\ing thus abfolutely routed them, purfued them 
flying ; and had the execution of them above two miles. 

The left wing, commanded by Mr. Wilmot, had as 
good i'uccefs, though they were to charge in worfe 
ground, among liodges, and through gaps and ditches, 
which were lined with mufquetccrs. But Sir Arthur 
Alfon, with great courage and dexterity, beat oft' thofe 
mufqueteers with his dragoons; and then the right 
wing of their horfe was as eaflly routed and difpcrled a^ 
their left, and thofe followed the chafe as furiouftv as 
the other, ft'hc referve feeing none of the enemy’s 
horfe left, thought there was nothing more to be done, 
hut to jnirfuc thofe tliat fled; and could not be con¬ 
tained by their commanders; but with f])uis, and loole 
reins, followed the chafe, which their left wing had led 
them. And by this me,arts, whilft moft men thought 
the vitftory unqueftionable, the King was in danger of 
the fame late which his predcccfl'or Henry the third had 
at the battle of Lewes againft his Barons; when his 
fun the Prince, having routed tlieir horfe, followed the 
chafe fo far, that, before his return to the field, his 
father was taken jjrifoner; and fo his vidfory lerved only 
to make the misfortunes of that day the more intolerable. 
P’or all the King’s horfe having thus left the field, many 
of them only following the execution, others intending 
the fpoil in the town of Keinton, where all the baggage 
was, and the Earl of Efl'ex’s own coach, which was 
taken, and brought away ; their referve, commanded by 
Sir William Balfour, moved up and down the field in 
good order, .and marching towards the King’s foot pre¬ 
tended to be friends, till obferr ing no horfe to be in rea- 
dinefs to charge them, they brake in upon the foot, and 
did great execution. Then w.as the General the Earl 

of 
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of Lindfey, in the head of his regiment, being on foot, 
Ihot in tlie tliigh ; with which he fell, and was prefently 
encomjiafled wdth the cnem)'; and his fon, the Lord 
Willoughby, pioiidy endeavouring the refeue of his 
father, takcii prifoner with him. Then was the ftandard 
taken, (Sir Julmiii}d Verney, who bore it, being killed), 
but relcued again by Captain John Smith, an officer of 
the Lord (irandiibn’s regiment of horle, and by him 
brought off. And if thole horfc had beftirred themfeh es, 
they might w'ith little difficulty have deftroyed, or taken 
priloncr, the King himfelf, and his two fons, the Prince 
of Wales and the Duke of York, being w'ith fewer tlian 
one hundred horfe, and thole without officer or com¬ 
mand, within half mulket diot of that body, before he 
fufpet^ed them to be enemies. 

When Prince liupert returned from the chafe, he 
found this great alteration in the field, and his Majclfy 
himfelf W'ith few noblemen, and a Imall retinue about him, 
and the hojte of fo glorious a tlay quite vanilhed. For 
though molf of the officers of horfe were returned, and 
that part of the field covered again W'ith the loofe troops, 
yet they could not be perfuaded, or draw'ii to charge 
eitlier the enemy’s referve of horfe, which alone kept the 
field, or the body of their foot, which only kept tlieir 
ground, d’he officers pretending, “ that their foldiers 
“ were fo dii'perfed, that there were not ten of any troop 
“ together; and the foldiers, that their horfes were fo 
“ tired, that they could not charge.” But the truth is, 
where many i’oldiers of one troop or regiment were ral¬ 
lied together, there the officers were wanting; and 
where the officers were ready, there the foldiers were not 
together; and neither officers nor foldiers delircd to 
move without thole who pro[)erly belonged to them. 
Things had now fo ill an afpedt, diat many were of 

F 4 opinion, 
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opinion, that the King fhoukl leave the field, though it 
was not ealy to advife whither lie lliould have gone; 
which if lie had done, he had left an abfolule vidfor}^ to 
thofc, who even at this time thought themfclvcs cn er- 
comc. But the King was pofitivc againft this advice, w'ell 
knowing, that as tliat army was raifetl by his perfoii and 
jircfcnce onl)', fo it could by no other means be kept toge¬ 
ther ; and he thought it unprincely, to forfake them who 
had forfaken all they had to ferve him : beficles, he ob- 
ferved the other fide looked not as if they thought them- 
lelves concjucrors; for that referve, which did fo much 
iTiirchief before, lince the return of his horfe, betook 
themfelves to alixed Ration between their foot, which at 
belf could but be thought to ftand their ground, which 
two brigades of the King’s did with eejual courage, and 
gave equal vollc;ys; and therefore he tried all pofliblc 
ways to get the horle to charge again; eafily diicerning 
by forne little attempts which were made, wiiat a nota¬ 
ble imprelfion a brilk one woukl have made upon the 
eneni}". And when he faw it was not to be done, he 
was content with their only ftanding ftill. Without 
doubt, if either party had known the conflitution of the 
other, they had not parted fo fairly; and, very jirobably, 
which foever had made a bold offer, had compafied his 
end upon his enemy. This made many believe, though 
the horfe vaunted themfehes aloud to have done their 
])art, that the good fortune of the firfi part of the day, 
which well managed w'ould have lecured the refi, was 
to be inijiuteil rather to their enemy’s w'ant of courage, 
than to their own virtue, (which, after lo great a vidlory, 
could not lo loon have forfaken them), and to the fud- 
den and unexpetded revolt of Sir Faithful Fortefeue 
with a whole troop, no doubt much to the confternation 
<if thofe he left; though they had not fo good fortune 
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as thc'y defcrvcd ; for by the negligence of not throwing 
away their orange-tawny fcarfs, which they all wore as 
the Earl of EHex’s colours, and being immediately en¬ 
gaged in the charge, many of them, not fewer than 
feventecn or eighteen, were fuddenly killed by thole to 
whom they joined themfelves. 

In this doubt of all fides, the night, the common 
friend to wearied and difmayed armies, parted them; 
and then the King caufed his cannon, w'hich v/erc nearclf 
the enemj's, to be drawn off; and with his whole forces 
himfelf fpcnt the night in the field, by fuch a fire as 
could be made of the little w'ood, and bullies which grew 
thereabouts, unrelolvcd what to do the next morning; 
many reporting, “ that the enemy was gonebut 
w'hen the day appeared, the contrary was difeovered; 
for then they were I'een ftanding in the fame pofture, 
and place in which they fought, from whence the Earl 
of Ellex, w'il'ely, never fullered them to ftir all that 
night; prcfiiming rcafonably, that if they were drawn 
off'never fo little from that place, their numbers would 
leff'en, and that many would run away; and therefore 
he cauled all manner of provifions, with which the 
country fu]iplied him plentifully, to be brought thither 
to them for their rcfrelhment, and repofed himfelf with 
them in the place; befidcs, that night he received a 
great addition of ftrength, not only by rallying thofe 
horle and foot, which had run out of the field in the 
battle, but by the arrival of Colonel Hambden, and 
Colonel Grantham, with two thoufand frelh foot, (which 
were reckoned among the bell of the armv), and five 
hundred horle, which marched a day behind the army 
for the guard of their ammunition, and a great part of 
their train, not fuppofing there would have been any 
atffion that w'ould iiave required their prdence. All the 
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advanta'i^e tliis fcafonable recruit brought them, was to 
g/u e their old men lo much courage as to keep the held, 
which it was otherwife bclicvt'd, they would hardly have 
been perfuadcil to have done. In the other army, after 
a tevy cold night I'pent in the field, witiioutany refrelh- 
ment of viffual, or provifion for the lokliers, (for the 
country was ib dilaflebted, that it not only not fent in 
provihons, but foldiers, who ffraggled into the villages 
for relief, were knocked in the head by the common peo¬ 
ple), the King found his troops very thin; for though, 
b}' conference with the officers, he might reafonably con¬ 
clude, that there were not many Ilain in the battle, yet a 
third part of his foot were not u|K)n the place, and of 
the horfe many miffing; and they that were in the field 
were fo tired with dut)', ;in(l weakened with want of 
meat, and Ihrunk up w'ifh the cruel cold of the night, 
(for it was a terrible froft, and there was no Ihclter of 
cither tree or hedge), that though they had rcafon to 
believe, by the ftanding ftill of the enemy, wdiilft a linall 
party of the King’s horfe, in the morning, took away 
four pieces of their cannon very near them, that any 
offer tow’ards a charge, or but marching towards them, 
would have made a notable impreflion in them, yet 
there w'as fo vifible an averfenefs from it in moft officers, 
as well as foldiers, that the King thought not fit to make 
the attempt; but contented himfelf to keep his men in 
order, the body of horfe facing the enemy upon the 
field where they had fought. 

'J'owards noon the King refolved to try that expedient, 
which was prepared for the day before; and fent Sir 
William Le Neve, Clarcncieux King at Arms, to the 
enemy, with his proclamation of pardon to fuch as would 
lay down arms; believing, though he expedled then 
little benefit by the proclamation, that he fhould, by 

that 
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that means, receive fome advertifement of tlie condition 
of the arnty, and what priioners they had taken, (for 
many ])erfons of command and quality were wanting), 
giving him order likewife to defirc to fpeak with the 
Earl of Lindfey, w'lio was known to be in their iiamls. 
Before Sir William came to the army, he was received 
by the ont-guards, and conduced, with flri(d:nefs, (tliat 
lie might lay or jniblilh nothing among the foldiers), to 
the Earl of Effex; who, when he oli'ered to read the 
proclamation aloud, and to deliver the ctreed of it, tliat 
he might be heard by thole who were jirefent, rebuked 
him, w'ith lome roughnefs, and charged him, “ as he loved 
“ liis life, not to preiume to fpeak a word to the iol- 
“ diersand, after fome few qucllions, fenf him prelently 
back well guarded through the army, without any an- 
iw'cr at all. At his return he had fo great ;ind feeling a 
fenfe of the danger he had palled, that he made little 
obfervation of the pofture or numbers of the enemy. 
Otily he feemed to hat'e feen, or apprehended fo much 
trouble and difortler in the faces of the Earl of Eliex, 
and the ]nincipal officers about him, and fo much de- 
jeftion in the common foldiers, that they looked like 
men w'ho had no farther ambition, than to keep what 
they had left. He brought w'ord of the death of the 
Jtarl of Lindfey ; w’ho, being carried out of the field a 
prii'oner, into a barn of the next village, for want of a 
furgeon, and fuch accommodations as were ncccffiary, 
within few hours died with the lofs of blood, his wound 
not being otherwife mortal or dangerous. This was 
imputed to the inhumanity of the Earl of Eilex, as if 
he had pur[)olcly neglcdled, or inhibited the performing 
any neccffiiry offices to liim, out of the infolence of his 
nature, and in revenge of lome former unkindnelles, 
which had palled between them. But, I prefume, it 

may 
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may be with more jufticc attributed to the hurry and 
diftradion of that feafon, when, being fo unfecure of 
their friends, they hael no tlioughts vacant for their ene¬ 
mies. For it is not to be denied at the time when the 
I'ia.i of Lindfey was taken prifoner, the Earl of Eflex 
thoughi liimfelf in more danger; and among his faults 
wacit of civility and courtefy was none. 

The number of the flain, by the teftimony of the mini- 
fters, and others of the nc^xt pariih, who took care of tlie 
buiying of the dead, and which was the only computa¬ 
tion tjiat could be made, amounted to above five thou- 
land ; whereof two parts were conceived to be of thoie 
of the P.trliament party, and nor above a thinl jjart of 
the King’s. Indeed the lofs of both fides was lb great, 
and fo little of triumph appeared in either, that the vic¬ 
tory could fcarre be imputed to the one or the other. 
Yet the KjnL';’s keeping the field, and having the fpoil 
of it, by which many perfons of quality, who had lain 
wounded in the field, were prefen^ed, his purfuing after¬ 
wards the fame defien he had when he was diverted to 
the battle, and fuccccding in it, (which lhall be touched 
anoit), v.'cre greater enfigns of viiftory on that fide, than 
taking the General prifoner, and the taking the ftandard, 
which was likewife recovered, were on the other. Of 
the King’s the principal perfons, who were lofi, w-tre the 
Earl of Lindfey, General of the army, the Lord Stewart, 
Ixird Aubigney, fon to the Duke of Lenox, and brother 
to die then Duke of Richmond and Lenox, Sir Edmund 
Verney, Knight Marfhal of the King’s Horfe, and 
Standard Bearer, and fome others of Icfs name, though 
of great virtue, and good quality. 

A ctiataficf Thc Earl of Lindfey was a man of very noble extrac- 

of l indfey, tion, and inherited a great fortune from Iris ancefiors; 

GcoMau ' wluch though he did not manage with fo great care, as 
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if he delirecl much to improve, yet he left it in u very 
fair condition to liis family, which more intended the 
increafe of it. He was a man of great lionour, and fpent 
his youth and vigour of his age in military adfions and 
commands abroad; and albeit he indulged to himfclf 
great liberties of life, yet he ftill preferved a very good 
reputation with all men, and a very great intereft in his 
countr}', as appeared Ity the fupplies he and his I'on 
brought to the King’s army ; the fcveral companies of 
his own regiment of foot being commanded by the 
])rincipal Knights and Gentlemen of Lincolnlhire, who 
engaged tliemfclvcs in the fervice principally out of 
their pcrfonal affeiftion to him. He was of a very gene¬ 
rous nature, and pundlual in what he undertook, and in 
exadting what was due to him; which made him bear 
that rclfric^ion fo heavily, wdiich w'as put upon him iry 
tlie commiflion granted to Prince Rupert, and by the 
King's preferring the Prince’s opinion, in all matters 
relating to the w'ar, before his. Nor did he conceal his 
refentment: the day before the battle, he laid to fome 
friends, with whom lie had ufed freedom, “ that he 
“ did not kx)k upon himfclf as General; and thcre- 
“ fore lie w'as refolvcd, when the day of battle Ihould 
“ come, that he w'ould be in the head of his regiment as 
“ a private Colonel, where he would die.” He was 
carried out of the field to the next village; and if he 
could then have procured furgeons, it was thought his 
w'ound w'ould nor liave proved mortal. And as loon as 
the other army was compofed by the coming on of the 
night, the Earl of Elfex, about midnight, lent Sir Wil¬ 
liam Balfour, and fome other olRcers, to lee him, and to 
ofter him all offices, and meant himfelf to have vifited 
him. They found him upon a little ftraw in a poor 
houfe, where they had laid him in his blood, which had 
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ruh from him in great abundance, no furgeon liavirig 
been yet with him; only he had great vivacity in his 
looks: and told them, “ he was forty to fee lo many 
“ gentlemen, fome whereof were his old friends, engaged 
“ in fo foul a rebellion;” and principally diredfetl his 
rlifcourfe to Sir William Balfour, whom he put in mind 
('f “ the great obligations he had to the King; how 
“ much his Majefty had difobligcd the whole Englifli 
“ nation by putting him into the command of the 
“ Tow'cr; and that it was the moft odious ingratitude 
•• in him to make him that return.” He willied them 
to tell my Lord Eli'ex, “ that he ought to call himfelf 
“ at the King’s feet to beg his partlon ; x\luch if he did 
“ not Ipccdily do, his memory w’ould be (kIIous to the 
“ nation and continued this kind of difcourfe with lb 
much vehemence, that the officers by degrees witlulrew 
thcmfelvcs; and prevented the vifii the Earl of ElleX 
intended him, who only fent the bell furgeons to him; 
but in the very opening of his wounds he died before 
the morning, only upon the lofs of blood. 1 le iiad very 
many friends, and very few enemies; and tlied generally 
lamented. 

The Lord Aubigney w'as a gentleman of great hopes, 
of a gentle and winning difpolition, and of very clear 
courage: he was killed in the Itrft charge with the 
horfe; wdiere, there being fo little refiftance, gave occa- 
fion to fufpedl that it was done by his owm Lieutenant, 
who was a Dutchman, and had not been fo pundlual in 
his duty, but that he received fome reprchenlion from 
his Captain, which he murmured at. His body was 
brought off, am! buried at Chrift-Church in Oxford ; 
his tw'o younger brothers, the Lord John and the Lord 
Bernard Stewart, were in the fame battle, and w'ere after¬ 
wards both killed in the war^ and his only fon is now 
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Duke of Richmond. Sir Edmund Verney hath been 
mentioned before; he was a perfon of gi'eat honour and 
courage, and loft his life in that charge, wlicn Balfour, 
witli that referve of horfe, which had been fo long un- 
tlifcerncd, broke into thole regiments; but his body was 
not found. 

Of the Parliament party that periftied, the J.ord 
Saint-John of Bletnezo, and Chai'les Eftex, were of tlie 
beft quality. The laft had been bred up a page uiivler 
llie Earl of Eft’ex, who afterwards, at his diargc, pre¬ 
ferred him to a command in Holland; where lie heed 
with very good reputation, and preferved tlie credit of 
his decayed family: and as foon as the Earl unfoitu- 
nately accepted lliis command, he tliouglit his gratitude 
obliged him to run the fortune of liis jiatron, and out of 
pure kindnefs to the perfon of the Earl, as many other 
gentlemen did, cngajgcd himlelf againft the King without 
any malice or rebellion in his heart towards the Crown. 
He had tlie command of a regiment of foot, and was 
elteemcd the beft: and raoft expert officer of the army, 
and was killetl by a mufket ftiot in tlie beginning of the 
battle. I'lie Lord Saint-John wais eldeft Ion to the Earl 
of Bullingbroke, and got himlelf fo well beloved by the 
reputation of his courtefy and civility, which he cx- 
preft'ed towards all men, that though his parts of undcr- 
ftanding were very ordinary at beft, and his courfe of 
life licentious and very much depraveil, he got credit 
enough, by engaging the jirincipal gentlemen of Bcd- 
fordfhire antf Hertfordlhire to be bound for him, to con¬ 
trail a debt of fifty or threefcore tlioufand jiounds; for 
the payment whereof the fortune of the family was not 
engaged, nor in his power to engage. So that the cla¬ 
mour of his debts growing importunate, Ibme yeari bcfoic 
tlie rebellion, he leit the kingdom, and lied into Eiance ; 
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leaving his vaft debt to be paid by his fureties, to the 
utter ruin of many families, and the notable impairing 
of others. In the beginning of the Parliament, the 
King was prevailed with to call him to the Houfe of 
I’ccrs, his father being then alive, upon an alTurance, 
“ that by bis prefence and liberty, which could by no 
“ other way be fecured, means would be found out to 
pay his debts, and free fo many worthy peii'ons from 
“ their engagements: befides that the times being like 
“ to be troublcfome, the King might be hire of a faith- 
“ fill fen'ant, who would always advance his fervice in 
“ that Houfe.” But the King had very ill fortune in 
conferring thofe graces, nor was his Tcrvice more pal- 
fionafcly and infolently oppofed by any men in that 
Houfe than by thofe, who upon thofe profehions were 
advanced by him from the condition of Commoners, 
And this gentleman, from the firft hour of his fitting in 
that Houfe by the King’s fo extraordinary grace, was 
never known to concur in any one vote for the Kingls 
fervice, that received any oppofition: and, as foon as it 
was in his power, he received a commiflion with the firft 
to command a troop of horfe againft him, in which he 
beh.aved himfclf fo ill, that he received fome wounds in 
running away; and being taken prifoner, died before the 
next mofning, without any other figns of repentance, 
than the canting words, “ th.at he did not intend to be 
“ .againft the King, but wifhed him all happinefsfo 
great an iniluence the firft feeds of his birth had upon 
Ills nature, that how long foever they iverfe concealed, 
and feemed even bi*0ed in a very difterent breeding and 
converfation, tljef' fprung up, and bore the fame fruit 
upon the firft occafion. And it was an obfervation of 
that time, that the men of moft llcenrious lives, who 
appeared to be without any fcnfc of religion, or reve*. 
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rence to virtue, and flie moft unreftrained by any obli¬ 
gations of conl'cience, betook themfelves to that party, 
and pretended an impnlfc of religion out of fear of Popery; 
and, on the other fide, very many perfons of quality, 
both of the Clergy and Laity, who had ftiftered under the 
imputation of Puritanifm, and did very mticli difiike the 
jtroccedings of the Court, and ojtpofed them upon all 
occafions, were ) ct fo much fcandalized at the verv ap¬ 
proaches to rebellion, that they renounced all their old 
IViends, and applied themfelves with great rclblution, 
courage, and confiancy to the King’s fcrvice, and con¬ 
tinued in it to tlic end, with all the difadvantages it was 
lialtlc to. 

Prifoners taken by the enemy were, the Lortl Wil¬ 
loughby, haftily and pioufiy endeavouring the refciic of 
his father; Sir Thomas Lunsford, and Sir Edward 
Stradling, both Colonels; and Sir William Vavafoiir. 
vdio commanded the King’s regiment of guards unfler 
the Lord Willoughby; and fonie other inferior com¬ 
manders. There were hurt. Sir Jacob Alhley, and Sir 
IShchohs Byron, and more dangeroufly, Colonel Charles 
Cerrard, who, being fiiot in the thigh, was brought off' 
t!ie field without any hopes of life, liut recovered to aid 
a great ]iart afterwards in the war; Sir George Strode, 
and fomc other gentlemen who ferM-d among the foot; 
for of the Iwirfe there was not an officer of name, who 
received a wound, tiie I>ord Aubigney only excc[)tcd ; 
lo little rcliftancc did that part of the enemy make. 01 ' 
the rebels there were flain, befides the Lord Saint-Jolin's, 
Colonel Charles Eficx, the foldicr of wfiom they h.ad 
the beft opinion, and who had always, till this laft abiion, 
preferved a good rcrnitation in the world, which wai 
now the worle, over and above the guilt of rebellion, by 
liis having fworn to the Quetn ot Bohemia, by whoE 
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interceffion he procured leave from the Prince of Orange 
to go into England, “ that he would never ferve againft 
“ the Kingand many other of obfcure names, though 
officers of good command. There were a good number 
of their officers, efpccially of horfe, taken prifoners, but 
(fave that fome of them were Parliament men) of mean 
quality in the world, except only Sir William Eflex, the 
father of the Colonel, whofc wants, from having wafted 
a very great fortune, and his fon’s invitation, led him 
into that company; where he was a private captain of 
his regiment. 

When the armies had thus only looked one upon 
another the whole day, and it being difcerned that the 
enemy had drawn off his carriages, the King direcfted 
all his army to retire into their old quarters, prefuming 
{as it. proved) that many of thole who were wanting 
would be found there. And fo himfelf with his two 
fons went to Edgecot, where he lay the night before the 
battle, refolving to reft the next day, both for the re- 
frelhing liis wearied, and even tired men, and to be in¬ 
formed of the motion and condition of the enemy, upon 
which fome troops of the King’s horfe attended. The 
Earl of Effex retired with his to Wanvick Caftle, whi¬ 
ther he had fent all his prifoners; fo that, on die 
Tuefday morning, the King was informed, that die 
enemy was gone, and that fome of his horfe had attended 
the rear of the enemy almoft to Warwick, and that they 
had left many of their carriages, and very many of their 
wounded foldiers, at the village next to the field; by 
which it appeared that their remove was in hafte, and 
not without apprehenfioni 

After the horfe had marched almoft to Warwick, and 
found the coaft clear from the enemy, diey returned to 
the field to view the dead bodiesj' many going to enquire 

after 
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afrer their friends who were miffing, where they fovind 
many nbt yet dead of their wounds, but lying ftripped 
among the dead j among whom, with otlrers, young Mr. 
Scroop brought off his f4ther, Sir Gervas Scroop; who, 

' being an old gentleman of great fortune in Lincolnfhire, 
had railed a foot company among his tenants, and 
brought tliem into the Ejtfl of Lindfey’s regiment, out of 
devotion and refpedl to his Lordfhip, as well as duty to 
the King; and had, about the time that the General 
was taken, fallen with lixteen wounds in his body and 
licad; and had lain ftripped among the dead, from that 
time, which was about three in tlie afternoon on Sunday, 
all that cold night, all Monday, and Monday night, and 
till Tuefday evening, for it was fo late before his fon 
f ound him ; whom with great piety he carried to a warm 
lodging, and afteiw'ards to Oxford; where he won¬ 
derfully recovered. The next morning after, being 
Wednefday, there was another gentleman, one Belling¬ 
ham, of an ancient extraction, and the only fon of his 
father, found among th». 4 ead, and brought oft' by his 
friends, v\ith twenty wounds; who, after ten days, died 
at Oxford, by the negligence of his furgeons, who left a 
wound in his thigh, of itlclf not dangerous, undifeerned, 
and fo by feftering deftroyed a body very hopefully 
recovered of thofe which were only thought mortal. 
The furgeons were of opinion, that both thefe gentlemen 
owed their lives to the inhumanity of thofe who ftripped 
them, and to lire coldncfs of tlie nights, which ftopped 
■ their blood, better than all their (kill and medicament', 
could have done; and that, if they had been brought oft’ 
within any rcafonable diftance of time after their wounds, 
they had undoubtedly perilhed. 

On Wednefday morning, the King drew his,army to 
a rendezvous, where he found his number^ grcatcKtfftan 
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he cxpefted; for, in the night after the battle, very 
many of the common foldiers, out of cold and Imnger, 
had found their old quarters. So that it was really be¬ 
lieved upon this view, when this little reft had recovered 
a ftrange chcerfulnefs into all men, that there were not * 
in that battle loft above three hundred men at moft'. 
There the King declared (General Ruthen General of 
ins army in the place of the Earl of Lindfcy ; and then 
tuarched to Ayno, a little village two miles diftant from 
Banbilty, of which his Majefty that day took a view, 
anfl meant to attempt it the next day following. There 
was at that tintc in Banbury Callle a regiment of eight 
hundred foot, and a troop of horie, which, with fpirils 
proportionable, had been enough to have kept fo ftrong 
a place from an arnty better jireparcd to have aftaulted 
It, than the King’s then was, and at a feafon of the year 
more commodious for a hege. And therefore many 
were of opinion, that the King Ihould have marched by 
it, without taking notice of it, and that the engaging 
before it might prove very prejudicial to him. That 
which prevailed uiih him to ftay there, befides the cou¬ 
rage of his Ibldiers, who had again recovered their aj)[)e- 
lite to aeftion, was that he could not well refoh'c whither 
to go; for till he was informed what the Earl of Efl'ex 
did, he knew not how to dircA his march; and if the 
enemy advanced upon him, he could not fight in a 
place of more advantage. And therefore, having fent a 
trum]rct to fumniQh the Caftle, and having firft taken 
the Lord Say’s houfe at Broughton, where there was 
Ibme fhew of refiftance, and i m^ a troop of horfe, and 
|4omc good arms, the cannjjp planted againft the 
i^tk, and the amsy drawn out before it; but, upon 
firft fhot made, the Caftle fent to treat, and, upon 
to go away without their arms, they fairly and 
•* kindly 
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kindly delivered the ])]acc ; and half the common ful- 
diers at the Icaft readily took conditions, and put them- rauictoi to 
fclvcs into the King’s army ; the reft of the arms came'’''’ 
very feafonably to fupply many foldiers of every regi¬ 
ment, who either never had any before, or hail lolt them 
at the battle. 

This lah fuccefs declared where the viiT-ory was before 
at Edgchill; for, though the routing of their horfc, the 
liai'ing killed more upon the place, and taken more 
prifoners, the number of the colours won from the ene¬ 
my, (which were near forty in number), without thelols 
of above three or four, and laftly the taking four pieces 
of their cannon the next morning after the battle, were 
fo many arguments that the vidlory inclined to the 
King; on the other fide, the lofs of the (ieneral himfelf, 
and fo many men of name either killed or taken pri¬ 
foners, who were generally known over the kingdom, 
(whereas, befides the Jaird Saint-Jokti’s, and Coloiu-J 
Effex, the names of the reft of that party were fo obfeure, • 
that neither the one fide ieemed to be gainer^ Iry har ing 
taken or killed tliem, nor tlie other fide to be lofers by 
being without them), the having kept the field laff, were, 
fufticient teftimonies at the leaft that they were not 
overcome. But now the taking of Banbury, which was 
the more fignal, by the circumffances of that part of the 
army’s being, before the battle, defigned for that fen ice, 
then recalled to the field, and after that field fought, 
and the retreat of the enemy, the re-advancing upon it, 
and taking it. was fb undeniable an argument that the 
Earl of Eflix was more broken and fcattered than ar 
firft he ajtjX'arcd to be, tliat the King’s army was looked 
upon as vidforious. A garrilim was put into Banbury, 
and the command thereof committed to the Earl of 
Northampton, and then the King marched to his own 
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The condi¬ 
tion of the 
K^rl of Ef- 
frx\ army 
after the 
fight. 


houfe at Woodftock; and the next day with the wliole 
army to Oxford, which was the only city of England, 
that he could fay was entirely at his devotion; where 
he was received by the Univerfity, to whom the inte¬ 
grity and fidelity of that place is to be imputed, w'ith all 
joy and acclamation. 

The Earl of Eflex continued ftill at Warwick, repair¬ 
ing his broken regiments and troops, which every day 
lefiened and impaired; for the number of his flain men 
was greater tlian it was reported to be, there being very 
many killed in llic chafe, and many who died of their 
wounds after they were carried ofi', and, of thofc, wlio 
run away in the beginning, more Ifaycd away than re¬ 
turned ; and, which was more, they who run fartheft and 
fafteft told fuch lamentable tlories of the defeat, and 
many of them flicwed fuch hiuts, that the terror thereof 
was even ready to make the people revolt to their alle¬ 
giance in all plates. Many of thofe who had ftood their 
ground, and behaved thcmfelves well in the battle, either 
with remorfe of confcience, horror of what they had 
done, and feen, or wearinefs of the duty and danger, 
withdrew thcmfelves from their colours, and fome fronr 
their commands. And it is certain many engaged them- 
leh es firft in that fervice, out of an opinion, that an 
army would procure a peace without fighting; others 
out of a defirc to ferve the King, and rcfolving to go 
away themfclves, and to carry others with them, as foon 
as they fiiould|''find thcmfelves within a fecure diftance 
to do it; both theft* being, contrary to their expedta- 
tion^ brought to fight, the latter not knowing how to 
get to the King’s army in the battle, difeharged them- 
felves-of the fervice foon as they came to Warw'ick; 
fome with leave, and Yome without. But that which 
no doubt moll; trouble!^ his Excellency, was the temper 
'' and 
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and conftitutions of his new mafters; who, he kncu’, ex¬ 
pected no lets from him than a victory complete, by 
his bringing the perfon of the King alive or dead to 
them ; and would confider what was now fallen out, as 
it was fo much lefs than they looked for, not as it was 
more than any body elfe could have done for them. 
However, he gave them a glorious account of wliat liad 
palled, and made as if his llay at Warwick were rather 
to receive new orders and commalids from them, than 
out of any weaknefs or inability to purfue the old, and 
that he attended the King’s motion as well as if he had 
been within feven miles of him. 

It is certain the conftemation was very great at Lon¬ 
don, and in the two Houfes, from the time that they 
heard, that the King marched from Shrewlbury with a 
formed army, and that he was refolvcd to fight, as foon 
as hj^^uld meet with theirs. However, they endea- 
^^oured to keep up confidently the ridiculous opinion 
among the common people, that the King did not com¬ 
mand, but was carried about in that army of the Cava¬ 
liers, and was delirous to efcape from them ; which they 
hoped the Earl of Eflex would give him opportunity to 
do. The firft news they heard of the army’s being en¬ 
gaged, was by thofe who fled ujton the firft charge; who 
made marvellous hafte from the place of danger, and 
thought not themfelves fafe, till they were gotten out of 
any polfible diftance of being purfued. It is certain, 
though it was paft two of the clock before the battle- 
begun, many of the foldiers, and fome commanders of 
no mean name, were at St. Alban’s, which w-as ncar 
thirty miles from the field, before it was dark. Thefe 
men, as all runaways do for their own excufe, reported 
all for loft, and the King’s army to be fo terrible, tliat 
it cotild not be encountered. Some of them, that they 
G 4 might 
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might not be thought to come away before there was 
Caufe, or whilft there was any hope, reported tlic pro- 
grefs of the battle, and prefented all thofc lamentable 
things, and the circumftances by which every part of 
the army was defeated, which their terrified fancies had 
fuggeft-ed to them whilft they run away; fomc had feen 
the Earl of Efiex fiain, and Iieard his d)'ing words; 
“ That every one fhould fhift for himfclf, for all relift- 
ance W'as to no ])urpofefq that the whole city was, 
the Monday, full of the defeat; and though there was 
an exprtfs, from the Earl of Efiex himfelf, of the con¬ 
trary, there was not courage enougli left to believe ir, 
and every hour j)roduced fomewhat to contraditfi the 
reports of the lafi. Monday in the afternoon, the Earl 
of IToIland produced a letter in the I Joufe of Peers, 
which was written the night before by the Earl of Efiex, 
in which all particulars of the day were let down, and 
‘‘ the imprefiion which had in the beginning been made 
“ upon his horfc, but that the conclufion was prolpt r- 
“ ous.” Whilft this w;is reading, and every mtin 
greedily digefting tlie gy)od news, the Lord Haftings, 
who had a command of horfe in the fervice, entered the 
IJoufe w'ith frighted and ghaltly looks, and politively 
declared “ all to be loft, againft vvhatfoever they be- 
“ lieved or fiaftered themfelves with.” And though it 
was evitlcnt enough that he had run away from the be¬ 
ginning, and only loft his way thither, moft men looked 
upon him as th.e laft mefienger, and even fhut their ears 
againft any pofiible comfort; fo that without doubt very 
many, in the horror and confternation of eight and forty 
hours, paid and underwent a full penance and mortifica¬ 
tion for tljc hopies and infolencc of three months before. 
At the laft, on Wednefday morniitg, the Lord Wharton, 
and Mr. Wiiliam Strode, the one a Member of the 

Houfe 
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Houfc of liorcls, tlie other of the Commons, arrived 
from the army, and made fo full a relation of the battle, 
“ of the great numbers flain on the King’s part, with- 
“ out any conliderable lofs on their fide, of the mifer- 
“ able and weak condition the King’s army was in, 
“ and of the Earl of Eflex’s refolution to ])urfue him,” 
that they were not now content to be favers, but a oted 
“ that their army had the victoryand appointed a 
day for a folcmn thankfgiving to God for tlie fame ; 
and, that fo great a joy might not be enjoyed only within 
thofc walls, they appointed thofe two trufty mefi’engers 
to communicate the whole relation with all circum- 
fiances to the city ; which was convened together at the 
Guildhall to receive the fame. But by this time, fo 
many perfons, wiio were prefent at the a^lion, came to 
the town of both fides, (I’or tlierc was yet a free inter- 
courfe with all t|uarters), and lomc difeourfes were puli- 
lifired, how little either of thefe two meflcngers had fecn 
themfelves of that day’s bufinefs, that the city feemed 
not fo much exalted at their relations, as the Houfes 
had been: the King’s taking Banbury, and marching 
afterwards to Oxford, and the reports from thofe parts 
of his power, with the Earl of Eflex’s lying ftill at War¬ 
wick, gave great argument of difeourfe : which grew the 
greater by the comnritment of I'et eral perfons, for re¬ 
porting, “ that the King had the better of the field;” 
which men thomiht would not have been, if the fuccefs 
had been contrary ; and therefore there was nothing fo 
generally fpoken of, or wilhed for, as peace. 

They who were really well afle<fled to the King, and 
from the beginning oppofed all the extravagances, for ot 
fuch there were lyiany in both Houfes, who could not 
yet find in their hearts to leave the company, f[)akc now 
aloud, “ that an humble addrei's to the King for the 

“ removal 
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‘‘ removal of all mifimderftandings was both in duty 
“ neccflary, and in policy convenient.” The half 
hcajted and half witted people, which made much the 
major part of both Houfes, plainly difeerned there muft 
be a war, and that tlie King at leaft would be able to 
make rcfiftance, which they had been promifed he could 
not do, and fo were equally paffionate to make any 
overtures for accommodation. They only who had 
contrived the mifehief, and already had digefted a full 
change and alteration of government, and knew well, 
that all their arts would be difeovered, and their perfons 
odious, though they might be fecured, violently oppofed 
all motions of this kind. Thefe men prefled earncftly 
" to fend an exprefs to their brethren of Scotland, to 
“ invite and conjure them to come to their alliftancc, 
and to leave no way unthought of for fuppreffing, and 
“ totally deftroying, all thofc who had prefumed to fide 
“ with the King.” This overture of calling the Scots 
in again was as unpopular a thing, as could be men¬ 
tioned ; belidcs diat it implied a great and abfolute dif¬ 
fidence in their own ftrength, and an acknowledgment 
that the people of England frood not fo generally af- 
fedfed to their delires, which they had hitherto pub- 
lifhed, and urged, as the beft argument to juftify thofe 
dcJifcs. Therefore the wife managers of that party, by 
whofe condudt they had been principally governed, 
feemed fully to concur with thofc who delired peace, 
“ and to fend an humble addrefs to the King, which 
they confeffed to be due from them as fubjedfs, and 
“ the only way to procure happinefs for the kingdom.” 
And having hereby rendered therafelves gracious, and 
gained credit, they advifed them fo to endeavour 
“ peace, that they might not be difappointed of it,” and 
wifhed 'tlicm “ to conlider that the King’s party were 



OF THE REBELLION, £:c. 


91 


“ Jiigh upon the fuccefs of haying an army, (of which 
“ they had reafonably before defpaired), though not 
¥ upon any thing that army had yet done. Tljat it 
“ was apparent, the King had minifters ftirring for him 
“ in the north, and in the weft, though hitherto with 
little eftcdl;; and therefore if they fliould make fucli 
“ an application for peace, as might imply the giving 
“ over the thoughts of war, they muft expeft fuch a 
“ peace, as the mercy of thofe whom they had provoked 
“ would confent to. But if they would fteadily puri’ue 
“ thofe counfels as w'ould make their ftrength formida- 
“ ble, they might then expedl fuch moderate condi- 
“ tions, as they might, with their own, and the king- 
“ dom’s fafety, feenrely fubmit to. That therefore the 
“ propofition of fending into Scotland was very feafon- 
“ able ; not that it could be hoped, or was defired, that 
“ they fhould bring an army into England, of which 
“ there was not like to be any need; but that that king- 
“ dom might make fuch a declaration of their aftedlions, 
“ and readinefs to .aflift the Parliament, that the King 
“ might look upon them with the more conlidcration, as 
“ a body not eafily to be opprefled, if he Ihould infift 
“ upon too high conditions.” 

By this artifice, whilft they who prefle-d a treaty 
thought, that, that being once confented to, a peace 
would inevitably be concluded, the fame day that a 
committee was appointed, “ to prepare heads of an hum- 
ble addrefs unto his Majefty, for compoling the pre- 
“ fent differences and diftraiftions, and fettling the peace 
“ of the kingdom,” (which was a great condefccnlion), 
they made no fcruple to declare, “ that the preparations 
“ of forces, and all other neceliary means for defence, 
“ fliould be profecuted with all vigourand thereupon 
reopiired “ all thofe officers and foldiers, wlio had left 

“ their 
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'' their General, of which the town was then full, upon 
pain of death, to return to him and, for his better 
recruit, fokmnly declared, “ that, in fnch times of com- 
“ mon danger and neceflity,'the intereft of private per- 
“ fons ought to give way to the public ; and therefore 
flrr""- “ they ordained, that fuch apprentices, as would be lilPed 
byihU'ai-“to fcrve as foldiers for the defence of the kingdom, 
takTams*. “ Parliament, and city, (with their other ufual ex- 
“ prelhons of religion, and the King's perfon), their 
“ fureties, and fuch as ftood engaged for them, ibould 
“ be fecured againft their mailers; and that their maf- 
“ ters Ibouhl receive them again, at the end of their fer- 
“ vice, without imputing any lois of time to them, but 
“ the fame fhould be reckoned as well Ipent, according 
“ to their indentures, as if they had been ftill in their 
“ Ihops.” And by this means many children were en - 
gaged in that fenncc, not only againft the conient, but 
againft the perfons of their fathers, and the I'larl received 
a notable fupply thereby. 

I'hen, in return for their confent that a formal and 
perfundtory melfage Ibould be lent to his Maieftv, 
whereby they thought a treaty w'oukl be entered ipron, 
the)’ procured at the lame time, and as an expedient for 
peace, this material and full declaration of both Houfes 
to the fuhjetfts of Scotland, which they caufeal with all 
ex])edirion to be lent into that kingdom. 

TK.'tno^ “We the Lords and Commons, allemblcd in the 
.iiKiti.u. t(.“ Parliament of England, conlidcrihg w'ith wliat wil'dom, 
I>! sco'ilm.i'“ and public aliedlion, our brethren of the kingdom of 
“ Scotland did concur with the endeavours of this Par- 
“ Hament, and the ddires of the whole kingdom, in pro- 
“ curing and eftablilhing a firm peace and amitv be- 
“ tw’een the two mations, and how lovingly iliev h.ave 
“ lince invited us to a nearer and iiighcr degree of union 

“ in 
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•' in matters concerning religion, and clutrcli-govcrn- 
“ rnent, which we have mofl- willingly and affedion- 
“ atcly embraced, and intend to purlue, cannot 
“ Init they will, with as much forwardnefs and affc<9:ion, 
“ concur with us in fettling peace in tliis kingdom, and 
“ preferving it in their own; that fo we may mutually 
“ rcaj) the benefit of that amity and alliance, ib happily 
“ made, and ftrongly confirmed betwixt the two nations. 
*' Wherefore, as we did alrout a year fince, in the firit 
“ appearance of trouble then beginning amon^ them, 
■' aidually declare, that, in our lenlc ami apprelienlion 
“ of the national alliance betwixt us, we were thereby 
“ bound to apply the authority of Parliament, and 
“ power of this kingdom, to the prei'ervation and m.iin- 
“ tcnance of their peace: and, feeing now tliat die 
“ troubles of this kingdom are grown to a greater height, 
•* and the fuhtlc praftiees of the common enemies of 
“ the religion and liberty of botli nations do appear 
“ With more evident llrcngth and danger than they did 
“ at that time, we hold it necefiltry to declare, that, in 
“ our judgmenr, the fame obligation lies upon our bre- 
“ tlii'en, by the afore mentioned adf, wdth the power and 
“ force of that kingdom, to aiiil't us in repreffing thofc 
among us, who are now in arms, and make war, not 
“ only without conleut of Parliament, but even againft 
“ the Parliament, and for the deftrubtiou thereof. 

“ Wherefore w'e liavc thought good to make known 
unto our brethren, that his Majcfty hath given com- 
miiiion to divers eminent and knowm Papifts, to raii'e 
“ forces, and to compofc an army in the nortii, and 
“ otlter parts of diis kingdom, wiiicii is to join with di- 
“ vers foreign forces, intended to be tranfported from 
“ beyond the leas, for the delcrubtion of this Parliament, 
“ and of the religion and liberty of the kingdom: and 

“ that 
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“ that the principal part of the Clergy and their adhe- 
“ rents ha\c likcwifc invited his Majefty to raifc an- 
“OpT army, wiiich, in his own perfon, he doth conduiV 
“ againft the Parliament, and the city of London, pluii- 
“ dering and robbing fundry well aft'etfted towns within 
“ their power; and, in profecution of their malice, they 
“ were fo prefumptuous, and predominant of liis Ma- 
jelly’s refolutions, that they forbear not thofe out- 
“ rages in places to which his Majefty hath given his 
“ royal \Vord and protedlion; a great caufc and incentive 
“ of which malice proceeds from the dcfign they have 
“ to hinder the reformation of ecclefiallical govern- 
“ mcnt in this kingdom, fo much longed for by all the 
“ true lovers of the Protellant religion, 

“ And hereupon we farther delire our brethren of tlie 
nation of Scotland, to raifc fuch forces as they fliall 
“ think fufficient for fecuring the peace of their own 
“ borders, againft the ill-atte<fted perfons there, as like- 
wife to aflift us in fuppreffing the army of Papilis, 
“ and foreigners; which, as we expeft, will Ihortly be 
“ on foot here, and, if they be not timely prevented, may 
“ prove as mifehievous and deftrudlive to that kingdom, 
“ as to ourielves. And though wc feek nothing from 
“ his Majefty that may diminifh his juft authority, or 
“ honour, and have, by many humble petitions, endea- 
“ voured to put an end to this unnatural war and com- 
“ bullion in the kingdom, and to procure his Majelly’s 
“ protedlion, arid fecurity for our religion, liberty, and 
“ perfons, (according to that gjeat trull which his Ma- 
“ jelly is bound to by the laws of tlic land), and lhall 
“ Hill continue to renew our petitions in that kind ; yet, 
“ to our great grief, we fee the Papiltical and Malignant 
“ council fo prevalent with his Majefty, sind his perfon 
fo engaged to their power, drat we have little hope of 

“ belter 
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“ better fuccefs of our •petitions than we formerly had ; 

“ and are thereby ncceffitatcd to ftand upon our juft 
“ defence, and to feek this fpeedy and powerful aftiftance 
“ of our brethren of Scotland; according to that aeft 
*■ agreed upon in the Parliament of both kingdoms, the 
“ common duty of Chriftianity, and the particular inte- 
“ refts of their own kingdom : to which we hope God 
“ will give fuch a blefling, that it may produce the pre- 
“ fervation of religion, the honour, fafety, and ]teace of 
“ his Majcfty, and all his fubjeefts, and a more ftridl 
“ conjuruftion of the counfels, dcfigns, and endeavours 
of botii nations, for the comfort and relief of tlie Re- 
formed Churches beyond fca.” 

It will not be here unfeafonable to take fome fliort The <-( u s 

^. ... ^ - tioii and 

furvey or the atrcaions and inclinations of Scotland ; iiu'lmaliotij 
the ordering and well dilpoling whereof, cither fide fuf-kMiRdom oi 
ficiently underftood, would be of moment, and extraor- 
dinary importance in the growing contention. From 
the time of the King’s being laft there, when he had fo 
fully complied with ail they had defired, both for tlie 
public government, and their private advancements, that 
kingdom within itfelf enjoyed as much quiet and tran¬ 
quillity as they coakl dtfirc; having the convenience oi 
difburthening thcmfelvcs of their late army into Ireland, 
whither their old General Leflie, then made Earl of Le- 
ven, was employed in his full command by the King 
and the two Houfes, at the charge of England. So 
that many believed they had been fo abundantly fatisfied 
'with what they had already gotten from England, that 
they had no farther projeifts upon this kingdom, but 
meant to make their fortunes by a new conqueft in Ire¬ 
land, where they had a very great part of the province 
of Ulttcr planted by their own nation. So that, accord¬ 
ing to their rules of good hufbandry, they might exped 
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whatfoever tliey got from the rebels to keep for thcni- 
felvcs. Anil the King himfcif was fo confident that the 
affeftions of that people could not be io corrupted to¬ 
wards him, as to make a farther attempt upon him, that 
he believed them, to a degree, fenfible of their former 
breach of duty, and willing to repair it by any fervice. 
Lcllie himfelf had made great acknowledgments, and 
great profeffions to him, and had told him, “ That it 

was nothing to promife him, that he w’ould never 
“ more bear arms againft him ; but he jiromifed lie would 
“ ferve his Majefiy upon any fummons, without alking 
“ the caul’e.” The Earl of Lowden, and all the rcll, 
ulio had milled the people, were pofiefled of whatfoeier 
they could defire, and the future fortune of that nation 
ieeincd to depend wholly upon the keeping up the 
King’s full power in this. 

Ilis Majefiy had, from time to time, given his coun¬ 
cil of that kingdom full relations of all his differences 
with his Parliament, and had carefully lent them the 
declarations, and public pafliiges of both fides; and they 
had always returned very ample expreiiions of tlicir af- 
teihions and duty, and exprilled a great fenfe of the 
Parliament’s jtrocetdings towards him. And lince the 
time of his being at York, the Lord Cluancellor of Scot¬ 
land, in whole integrity atid loyalty he was leafi fecurc, 
h,ad been with him ; and feemed io well fatisfied with 
the juftice and honour of his Majefiy's carriage towaids 
the Parliament, that he writ to the Scottifii Commii- 
lioncrs at London, in the name, and as by the direifiion 
of the Lords of the Secret Council of that kingdom,- 
“ that they fhould prefent to the two Houics the dec])' 
“ fenfe they had of the injuries and indignities, which 
“ were offered to the King, whoie jufi ricKts they were 
“ bound to defend ; and that they Ihould conjure them 
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“ to bind up thofc wounds wliicli were made, and not 
“ to widen them by lharpncfs of language; and to give 
“ his Majefty fuch real fecurity for his fafcty among 
“ them, by an efFeAual declaring againft tumults, and 
“ fuch other adtions as were juftly oftenfivc to his Ma- 
“ jefty, that he might be induced to refide nearer to 
“ them, and comply with them in fuch propofitions as 
“ fhould be reafonably madewith many fuch exprel- 
fions, as together with his return into Scotland without 
coming to London, where he was expedted, gave tlicm 
io much offence and jcaloid'y, that they never commu¬ 
nicated that letter to the Iloufcs, and took all pollible 
care to conceal it from the people. 

The Marquis Hamilton had been likcwife with liis 
Majeffy at York, and finding the eyes of all men di- 
redted tow'ards liim with more than ordinary jealoufy, 
he offered the King to go into Scotland, with many 
aff’urances and undertakings, confident “ that he w'ould 
“ at leaft keep that people from doing any thing, that 
“ might feem to countenance the carriage of the Parlia- 
“ ment.” Upon which promifes, and to be rid of him 
at York, where he was by all men looked upon w'ith 
marvellous prejudice, the King fuffered him to go, with 
full alfurance that he would, and lie was fure he could, 
do him very good fcrvice there: as, on the other fide, 
in his own court he was fo great an offence, that the 
whole gentry of Yorkfhire, who no doubt had infufions 
to that purpofe from others, had a defign to have peti¬ 
tioned the King, that the Marquis might be fequeftered 
from all councils, and prefence at Court, as a man too 
much trufted by them who would not truft his Majeft)'. 

Laftly, the King had many of the Nobility of Scot¬ 
land then attending, and among thofe the Earl of Calan- 
der, who had been Lieutenant-General of the Scottilh 
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army, when it invaded England, and had freely confefTed 
to his Majefty, upon w'hat errors and miftakes he had 
been corrupted, and by whom, and pretended fo deep a 
fenfe of what he had done amifs, that it was believed he 
would have taken command in the King's army; wiiich 
he declined, as if it might have been penal to him in 
Scotland by fome clauie in the A<^ of the Pacification, 
but cfirccially upon pretence it would dil'able him from 
doing him greater fervice in that kingdom; whither, 
Ihortly after the ftandard was fet uj), he repaired, with 
all folemn vows of afihting and improving his Majef- 
ty’.s interefl: in thofe parts. 

'I'he Parliament on the other hand afiiired themfelves, 
that that nation was entirely theirs, having their com- 
niiflioners refiding with them at London ; and the chief 
managers and governors in the firft war, by their late 
intercourfe, and communication of guilt, having a firm 
correspondence with the Marquis of Argyle, the Earl 
of Lowden, and that party, who, being not able to excufe 
themlclvcs, thought the King could never in his heart 
forgive them, when it fiiould be in his porver to bring 
them to juftice. And they undertook that when there 
llu)iild be need of that nation, (which the other thought 
there would never be), they flroukl be as fonvard to fe- 
cond them as they had been; in the mean time returned 
as fair and refpeftive anfwers to all their mefiages, and 
upon their declarations, which were conftantly font to 
them, as they did to the King; aflifting them in their 
ddigir againft thc‘ Church, wdiich was not yet growm po¬ 
pular even in the two lloufes, by declaring'“ that the 
“ people of that nation could never be engaged on any 
“ other ground, than the reformation of religion.” And 
tlK're'fore, about tlie beginning of Augull, the aflcmbly 
of the Kirk of Scotland publiflted a declaration; “ how 

“ ex- 
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“ exceedingly grieved tliey were, and made heavy, that 
“ in lb long a time, againft the profeffions both oh King 
“ and Parliament, and contrary to the joint defircs and 
“ prayers of the godly in both kingdoms, to whom it 
“ was more dear and precious than what was deareft to 
“ them in the world, the reformation of religion had 
“ moved to flowly, and fuffered fo great interruption.” 

The ground of which reproach was this: in the late 
treaty of peace, the commillioncrs for Scotland had cx- 
pre/fed a defire or wifh warily couched in worils, ratlier 
than a proportion, “ that there w^ere fuch an unity of reli- 
“ gion, and unifo.miity of Church-government agreed on, 
“ as might be a fpecLil means for coni’orving of jK-acc 
“ leetwixt the two kingdomsto whicli there liad been a 
genera! inclination to return a rough anfwer, and reproof 
for their intermeddling in any thing that rtlatcd to the 
laws ol' England. But, by the extraordinary induftry 
and fubtlety of tliofe, who law diat bulinels was not j e! 
ripe, and who alleged, that it was only willied, not pro- 
[)oled, and therefore that a fharp reply was not merited, 
this gentle anfwer, agninft the minds of very many, was 
returned; 

“ I'hat his Majcfty, with the advice of both Iloufes of 
“ Parliament, did approve of the affeftion of his I'uhjedls 
“ of Scotland, in their dcfire of having coirformity of 
“ Church-government between the two nations; and as 
“ the Parliament had already taken into ctjnfuleration 
” the reformation of Church-government, fo they would 
“ proceed therein in due time, as fhould belt conduce to 
“ the glory of God, the peace of the Church, and of 

both kingdoms.” 

Which was confented to by molf, as a civil anfwer, 
fignifying, or concluding nothing ; by others, becaute :i 
adnritted an interpretation ol' reducing the governmi.'tu 
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the ('liiirch in Scotland to tins of England, as much us 
the contrary. But it might have been well difeerned, 
that thofe men alkcd nothing without a farther defign 
than the words naturally imported, nor ever refted fatif- 
fied with a general formal anfwer, except they found, 
that they ihoukl hereafter make ufe, and receive benefit 
b}' liich anlwer. So they now urged the matter of this 
anliver, as a fufficient title to demaml the extirpation of 
prelacy in Eng,land, ahd demolilhing tlie whole fabric of 
that glorious Church; urging his Majefty’s late pradbee, 
wliile he was in perfon in Scotland, in reforting frequently 
to their exerciles of public worfhip ; and his royal ac¬ 
tions, in eftablilhing the worflii]) and government of that 
Kirk in Parliament, vknd therefore they defired the Par¬ 
liament “to begin their work of reformation at the uni- 
“ formity of Kirk-government; for that there could be 
“ no hope ol unity in religion, of one confcllion of faitli, 
“ one form of worfhij), and one catechiim, till there 
“ were firiV one form of Church-got'ernment; and tliat 
“ the kingdom, am! Kirk of Scotland, could have no ’ 
“ hope of a firm and durable peace, till prelacy, w-hicli 
“ had Ix-cn the main caule of their miferies and troubles, 
“ Jirlr and lal'f, were plucked up root and branch, as a 
“ plant which God had not j)lanted, and from whicii no 
“ Ixtter fruits could be exjtecftcd, than fuch four grapes, 

“ as at that day let on edge the kingdom of England.” 

Which declaration the Lords of the Secret Council, 
finiliiig, as they laid, “ the reafons therein expreffed to 
“ be eery pregnant, and the particulars defired, much to 
“ conduce to the glory of God, the advancement of the 
“ true Chrilbiln iaith, his MajelVy’s honour, and the 
“ })eace and union of his dominions,” well approved of; 
and concurred in tlicir earneft defires to the two Ploufes 
ot Piu-liamentj “ to take to tlicir ferious confiderations 

“ thofe 



OF THE REBELLION, kc. 


101 


“ ihofe particulars, and to give favourable hearing to huh 
“ defiles and overtures, as fhould be found moft conduci- 
“ ble to the jrromoting fo great and fo good a work.” 

Tliis being fent to the Parliament at the time they 
were forming their army, and when the King was pre¬ 
paring for his defence, they who, from the beginning, 
had principally intended this confufion of the Church, 
infimiated “ how neceflfary it was, fpeedily to return 
“ a \ery affectionate and fatisfactory reply to the king- 
“ dom of Scotland; not only to prelerve tlie repu- 
“ tation of unity and confent between them, which, at 
“ that time, was very ufeful to them, but to hinder tlie 
“ operations of the difaftected in that kingdom ; who, 
“ upon infufions that the Parliament only aimed at tak- 
“ ing his Majefty’s regal rights from him, to the preju- 
“ dice of monarchique government, without any thought 
“ of reforming religion, endeavoured to pervert the af- 
“ fedlions of that people towards the Parliament. W here- 
“ as, if they were once affured there was a puipofe to re- 
“ form religion, they fhould be hire to have their hearts; 
“ and, if occafion required, their hands too; which pof- 
“ fibly might be feduced for the King, if that purpol'e 
“ were not manifelfed. Therefore, for the preient, they 
“ fliould do well to return their hearty thanks for, and 
“ their brotherly acceptance and approbation of the de- 
“ fires and advice of tliat Chriftian aflcnibly, and of the 
“ Lords of the Council; and that though, for the pre- 
“ fent, by reafon of the King’s diftance from the Parlia- 
“ ment, they could not fettle any conclufion in that mar- 
“ ter, yet for their parts they were refolvcd to endeavour 
“ it.” 

By this artifice and invention, they procured a decla¬ 
ration from the two Houfes of Parliament, of wonderful 
kindnefs, and confellion of many inconveniences and 
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mifchiefs the kingdom had fuftalncd by Bidiops; and 
therefore they declared, “ that that hierarchical govern- 
“ ment was evil, and jullly offenfivc, ami burthenfome 
“ to the kingdom ; a great impediment to reformation, 
“ and growth of religion; very prejudicial to the ftate 
“ and government of the kingdom ; and that they were 
“ refolved, that the lame Ihould be taken away; and 
“ that their purpofe was to confult with godly and 
“ learned Divines, that they might not only remove 
“ that, but fettle Inch a government, as might be moft 
“ agreeable to (lod's holy word ; moft apt to procure 
“ and conferve the peace of the Church at home, and 
“ happy union with the Church of Scotland, and other 

Reformed Churches abroad ; and to eftablifti the fame 
“ by a law, which they intended to frame for that pur- 
“ pofe, to be prefented to his Majefty for his roy.al af- 
“ lent; and in the mean time to befeech him, that a 
“ bill for the allembly might be palled in lime conveni- 
“ ent for tlieir meeting;” the two Houles having extra- 
iudicially and extravagantly nominated their own Di¬ 
vines to th.at purpole, as is before remembercil. 

It was then believed by many, and the King was per- 
fuaded to believe the fame, that all thole im])ortunities 
from Scotland concerning the government of tire Church 
were ufed only to prefervx thcmfelvcs from being prefted 
by the Parlianicnt, to join with them againft the King ; 
imagining that this kingdom wemld never have cotifented 
to fuch an alteration ; and they again pretending, that no 
other obligation could unite that people in their lervice. 
But it is moft certain, this laft declaration was procured 
by perluading men, “ that it was for the prefent ncccf- 
“ I'ary. a.nd that it was only an engagement to do their 
“ bell to perluade his Majelly, who they concluded 
“ would be inexorable in the point,” (which they feemed 

not 
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not to be fort)' tor), “ and that a receding from fiicii a 
“ conclufion would be a means to gratify his Majcfty 
“ in a treaty.” At woril, tlicy all knew, that them would 
Ix' room enough, when any bill Ihould be brought in, 
to oppolc what they had, for this rcafon of Rate, feemed 
generally to confent to. And fo by thefe ftratagems, 
tliinking to be too hard for each other, they grew all 
to entangled, that they Hill wound themtelves deeper 
into thcLe labvrintl-x in which the major part meant not 
to be iiivolved. Arri what efteft that declaration of the 
two ILmfes, after the iuitle of, Edgehill, which is men¬ 
tioned hd’ore, wToiight, will ver)' Ihort'ly appear. 

The King h)und himfelf in good cafe at O-xford,'!'''*: King 
where care was taken for profiding for the fick and rtrtim-, hn* 
wounded fokiiers, and for the accommodation of thc"'^"’'” 
ari'uy, which was, in a fhort time, recruited there in a 
good mcalurc; and the fevcral Colleges prefented his 
Majcfty with all the money they had in their treafuries, 
which amounted to a good funi, and was a very feafon- 
ablc fujiply, as they had formerly fent him all their plate. 

It had been very happy, if the King had continued his 
refoiution of litting ftill during the w'inter, without mak¬ 
ing fartlier attempts; for his reputation was now great, 
and his army believed to be much greater than it was. 
by the vifdory they had obtained, and the Parliament 
grew more divided into faiftions, and dillike of what they 
had done, and the city appeared fuller of difeontent, and 
lefs inclined to be impofed upon, than they had been : fo 
that on all hands nothing wus prefled, but that fome ad- 
tlrcfs might be made to the King for an accommodation; 
w'hich temper and difpofition might have bi-en cultivated, 
as many men thought, to great elilkls, if no farther ap¬ 
proaches had been made to London, to lliew them how 
little caufe they had for their great fear. But the wea- 
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thcr growing fair again, as it often is about Allhollantidc, 
and a good party of horfe having been fent out from 
Abingdon, where the head quarter of the horfe was, tliey 
advanced farther than tlicy had order to do, and upon 
The Karri- approach to Reading, where Harry Martin was 
n.ri of the grovernor for the Parliament, there was a great terror 
at Heading feized upon them, infomuch as governor and garrifon 
the King ’ fled to London, and left the place to the party of horfe; 
Ihiihci? wliich gave advertifement to the King, “ that all fled 
“ before them ; that the Earl of Ellcx remained ftill at 
“ Warwick, having no army to march; and that there 
“ were fo great divifions in the Parliament, that, upon 
“ his Majefty’s approach, they would all fly ; and that 
“ nothing could interrupt him from going to Whitehall. 
“ However, Reading itfclf was fo good a poft, that if 
“ the King fliould find it neceflary to make his own 
“ refidence in Oxford, it would be much the better by 
“ having a garrifon at Reading.” 

Upon thefc and other motives, befides the natural 
credulity in men, in believing all they wifli to be true, 
the King was prevailed w'ith to march with his army to 
Reading. This alarm quickly came to London, and 
was received with the deepeft horror; the}' now unbe- 
licvcd all which hail been told them from their own ar¬ 
my; that army, which, they were told, was well beaten and 
I’cattered, was now advanced within thirty miles of Lon¬ 
don ; and the Earl of Eflex, who jtretended to the vic¬ 
tory, and who they fuppofed was w'atching the King, 
that he might not efcape from him, could not be heard ■ 
of, and continued ftill at Warwick. Whilft the King 
w'as at Nottinghanr, and Shrcwftaiiy, the}' gave orders 
magiltcrially for the war: but now it was come to their 
owm doors, they took not that delight in it. 

Before they were refolved what to fay, they difpatchcd 

a mef- 
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a mefTenger, who found the King at Heading, only to 
defire “ a fafe conduct: from his Majefty for a committee 
“ of Lords and Commons, to attend his Majefty w'itii 
“ an humble petition from his Parliament.” The King 
prefently returned his anfwer, “ that he had always been, 
“ and was ftill, ready to receive any petition from them ; 
“ that their committee fhould be welcome, jtrovided it 
“ confifted of perfons, who had not been by name dc- 
“ dared traitors by his Majefty, and excepted as fuel) in 
“ his declarations, or proclamations.” The caufe of this 
limitation was as well the former rule his Majefty had 
fet down at Shrewfbury, (from whence he thought not 
fit now to recede, after a battle), as that he might pre¬ 
vent the Lord Say’s being fent to him, from whom he 
could exped: no entire and upright dealing. 

The next day another letter came from the Speaker 
of the Houfe of Peers to the Lord Falkland, one of his 
Majefty’s principal Secretaries, to defire “ a fafe condud 
“ for the Earls of Northumberland, and Pembroke, and 
“ four Members of the Houfe of Commons, to attend 
“ his Majefty with their petitionwhich fafe condud 
was immediately figned by his Majefty, excepting only 
for Sir .John Evelyn, who w'as by name excepted in his 
Majefty's proclamation of pardon to the county of Wilts; 
which proclamation was then fent to them with a figni- 
fication, “ that if they would fend any other peifon in 
“ his place, not fubjed to the fame exception, he fltould 
“ be received as jf his name were in the fafe condud.” 
Though this was no more than they had caufe to look 
for, yet it gave them opportunity for a time to lay afidc 
the thought of petitioning, as if his Majefty had rejeded 
all overtures of peace; “ P"or he might every day proclaim 
“ as many of their members traitors, and except them 
“ from pardon, as he plcafcd; and therefore it was to no 

“ pur- 
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purpolc to prepare petitions, and appoint metTengers 
“ to prefent them, when it was poflible thole mcliengers 
“ might, the hour before, be proclaimed traitors: that 
“ to fubmit to fucb a limitation of the King’s was, upon 
“ the tT'attcr, to confent to and approve the higheft 
“ breach of })nvilegc, that had been yet offered to them.” 

So that, for fomc daj's, all difeourfe of peace w.as 
waved, and all pollible preparations I'or defence and re- 
fiftance made ; for which they had a flrougcr argumenr 
than either of the other, the advancing of their Genenil, 
the Earl of Islfex, who was now on his march towards 
London; and a great fame came before him of the 
ftrength and courage of his army; though in truth it 
was not anlwerable to the report: however, it lerved to 
encourage and inflame thofe whofe fear only inclined 
them to peace, and to awe the reft, 'file King, who 
had every night an account of what was tranfadcil in tlie 
i'loufes all day, (what the clofe committee did, who 
guided all private defigns, was not fo foon knotvn), re- 
folved to quicken them ; and advanced with his whole 
The Kmi; atmy to ColebrOok. This indeed exalted their appetite 
i.oiLSroia.. to peace ; for the clamour of the jreople was importu¬ 
nate, and fomewhat humbled their ftyle; for at Cole- 
brook, the I ith of November, his Majefty was met by 
the two Earls of Northumberland, and Pembroke, with 
thofe three of the lioufe of Commons whofe names w'ere 
in the fife condiuft ; they latisfying themfelves, that the 
leasing Sir John Evelyn behind them, without bringing 
another in his room, was no fubmiffion to the King’s ex¬ 
ception ; and this jietition was by them prefented to him. 
A petition “ your Majefty’s moft loyal fubjetfts, the Lords 
i’hr “ and Commons in Parliament afl’embled, being aft'etfted 
^ piercing fenfe of the mileries of this 

“ kingdom, and of the dangers to your Majefty’s perfon, 

“as 
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as the prefcnt affiiirs now ftand ; and much quickened 
“ therein with the fad conhderation of the great efiidion 
“ of blood at the late battle, and of the lofs of fo many 
“ eminent perfons; and farther weighing the addition 
“ of lofs, mifery, and danger to your Majefty, and your 
“ kingdom, which muft enfue, if both armies Ihoukl 
“ again join in another battle, as without God’s efpecial 
“ bleffing, and your Majelly’s concurrence with your 
“ Houfcs of Parliament, will not probably be avoided; 
“ we cannot but believe that a fuitable iinpreflion of 
“ tendernefs and companion is wrought in your Majcf- 
“ ty's royal heart, being yourl'elf an eye-witnefs of the 
“ bloody and forrowful dcftrinilion of fo many of your 
“ ilibjeffls; and that your Majehy doth a])prehend wliat 
“ diminution of your own pow'er and greatnefs will fol- 
“ low, and that ;ill your kingdoms will thereby be fo 
w^‘akcned as to become lubjeA to the attempts of any 
“ illalFeded to this ftate. 

“ In all which refpecils we afilirc ourfelves, that your 
“■ Majehy wall be inclined gracioufly to accept this our 
“ humble petition; that the milei'y and clefolation of 
“ this kingdom may be fpeedily removed, and prevented. 
“ For tlie effecting whereof, we humbly bcfccch your 
“ Majefty to a])point hnne convenient place, not fat 
“ from the city of London, where your Majefty will be 
“ pleafed to reiide, until committees of both Iloufes of 
“ Parliament may attend your Majefty with fome pro- 
“ pofitions for the removal of thefe bloody diftempers 
and diftrabtions, and fettling the ftate of the kingdom 
“ in fuch a manner as may conduce to the prefervatinn 
“ of God’s true religion, your Majefty’s honour, fafety, 
“ and profperity; and to the peace, comfort, and fecu- 
“ rity of all your peoj)lc.” 

'J'he King, within two or three hours after the receipt 

of 
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of this petition, delivered to the fame meffengers this 
enfiiing anfwcr, with which they returned the fame night 
to London. 

“ Wc take God to witnefs, how deeply we are affet^ed 
“ tvith the miferies of this kingdom, which heretofore 
“ wc have ftroven as much as in us lay to prevent; it 
“ being fufFiciently known to all the world that, as wc 
“ were not the firft that took up arms, fo wc have 
“ Hicwed our rcadinefs of compofing all things in a fair 
“ way, by our feveral offers of treaty, and fliall be glad 
“ now at length to find any fitch inclinations in others. 
“ I'he fame tendernefs to avoid the deftrudtion of our 
“ fubic(%, (whom we know to be our greateff ftrength), 
“ which would always make our greateff vitfforics bitter 
“ to us, fliall make us willingly hearken to fuch jiropofi- 
“ tions, whereby thefe bloody diffempers may be ttopped, 
“ and the great diftraifflons of this kingdom fettled to 
“ God’s glory, our honour, and the welfare and flouriffi- 
“ ing of our people: and to that end fhall refide at qiir 
“ own caffle at Windfor, (if the forces there fhall be 
“ removed), till committees may have time to attend us 
“ w'ith the feme, (which, to prevent the inconveniences 
“ that will intervene, wc wiffi be haftened), and fhall 
“ he ready there, or, if that be refufed us, at any place 
“ where we fhall be, to receive fuch propofitions as 
“ aforefaid, from both our Houfes of Parliament. Do 
“ you your duty, we will not be wanting in ours. God 
“ of his mercy give a bleffing.” 

It was then believed by many, that if the King had, 
as foon as the meffengers returned to London, retired 
with his army to Reading, and there expcdlcd the Par¬ 
liament’s anfwer, they would immediately have with¬ 
drawn their garrifon from Windfor, and delivered that 
caffle to his fMajeffy for his accommodation to have 

treated 
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treatctl in; and without doubt thofe Lords who had been 
with tlic petition, and fome others who thought them- 
ielves as much overfhadowed by the greatnefs of the 
Earl of Efl'ex, and the chief officers of the army, as they 
could be by the glory of any favourite, or power of any 
counfellors, were refolved to merit as much as they could 
of the King, by advancing an honourable peace; and 
had it in their purpofe to endea\'our the giving up of 
Windfor to tlie King; but whether they would have 
been able to have prevailed that fo confiderable a 
Itrength, in fo confiderable a place, fhould have been 
quitted, whilft there w'as only hojie of a peace, I much 
tioubt. But certainly the King’s array carried great 
terror w ith it; and all thole reports, which publiffied 
the wcaknefs of it, grew to be peremptorily diflxdieveiL 
h’or, befides that every day’s experience difproved fomc- 
what which w'as fo confidently reported, and it was evi¬ 
dent great induftry was ufed to apply fuch intelligence 
to the people as was moft like to make impreffion upon 
the jiaffions and affections of the vulgar-fpirited, it 
could nor lx; believed that a handful of men could have 
given battle to their formidable army, and, after tak¬ 
ing two or three of their garrifons, prefume to march 
within fifteen miles of London : fo that, if from thence 
the King had drawn back again to Reading, relying upon 
a treaty for the reft, it is probable his power would have 
been more valued, and confequently his grace the more 
magnified. And fine the King refolved to have done 
fo, or at leaft to have ftaid at Colebrook till lie heard 
again from the Parliament. But Prince Rupert, exalted 
with the terror he heard his name gave to the enemy, 
trutling too much to the vulgar intelligence every man 
received from his friends at London, who, according to 
their owm pallions and the affedfions of thofe with whom 
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they corrcfponded, concluded that the King had fo great 
a party in London, tliat, if his army drew near, no relift- 
ance would be made, without any direftion from the 
King, the very next morning after the committee re¬ 
turned to London, advanced wdth the horfe and dragoons 
to Hounflow, and then fent to the King to defire him 
that tlic army might march after; wliich was, jn tliat 
cafe, of abfolute nccefiity; for the Earl of Efiex had a 
part of his army at Brentford, and the reft at Adfon, and 
Kingfton. So that if the King had not advanced with 
his body, thofe who were before might very eafily have 
been compafied in, and their retreat made \'cry dillicuit. 

Thr King So the King marched wnth his whole army towards 
Brentford, w'here wore twar regiments of their beft foot, 

Biuuturd. accounted, being thofe who had emi¬ 

nently behaved thcmfelves at Edgehill), having barrica- 
doetl the narrow avenues to the town, anti caft up fome 
little breaft-works at the moft convenient ])laces. Here 
a Wcllh regiment of the King’s, which had been faulty 
at Edgehill, recovered its ht)nour, and aftaultcd the 
works, and forced the barricadoes w'cll defended by the 
enemy. "Then the King’s forces entered the town after 
a \cry warm I'ervicc, the chief ofticcrs and many fol- 
fJiers of the other fide being killed ; and they took there 
above five hundred prifoners, eleven colours, and fifteen 
[lieces of cannon, and good ftore of ammunition. But 
this vidfory (for confidcring the place it might well be 
called lo) proved not at all fortunate to his IMajefty. 

The two Houfes w'ere fo w'ell fatisfied with the an- 
fwer their committee had brought from the King, and 
with the report they made of his Majefty’s clemency, 
and gracious reception of them, that they had fent order 
to their forces, “ that they fhould not exercife any adt 
“ of hoftiliry towards the King’s forcesand, at the 

fame 
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fame time, difpatchcd a melTenger, to acquaint his Ma- 
jefty therewith, and to defire “ that there might be tiie 
“ like forbearance on his part.” The mefl'enger found 
both parties engaged at Brentford, and fo returned with¬ 
out attending his Majefty, who had no apprelieniion 
that they intended any ccliation ; fince thofe forces wer'c 
advanced to Brentford, Adfon, and Kingfton, after their 
committee was fent to Colcbrook. However they looked 
upon this entering of Brentford as a furprife contrary to 
faith, and the betraying their forces to a maflacre, under 
the fpecious pretence of a treaty for peace. The alarm 
came to London, with the fame terror as if the a.rmy 
were entered their gates, and the King accufed “ oi 
“ treachery, perfidy, and blood; and that he had give!! 

“ the fpoii and wealth of the city as pillage to his army, 

“ which advanced with no other ptirpofe.” 

I'hey who believed nothing of ihofc calumnies, were 
not yet willing the King fliould enter the city with an 
army, w’hich, they knew, would not be governed in lo 
rich quarters; and therefore, with unipeakable e>;pedi- 
tion, the army under the Earl of Eliex was not only'*’"' 
drawm together, but all the dVained Bands of London led my, mu 
out in their brighteft equipage upon the heath next r hinal 
Brentford ; where they had indeed a I'ull army of horie 
and foot, fit to have decided the title of a crown w ith an ',"''"''' 
equal adverfary. The view and profj)edi: of this ftrength, 
which nothing but that hidden exigent could have 
brought together, extremely puffed them up; not only 
• as it was an am{)le fecurity againft the prefent danger, 
but as it looked like a fafe power to encounter any other. 

They had now' before their eyes the King’s little handful 
of men, and then begun to wonder and blufh at their 
own fears; and all this might be without excels of cou¬ 
rage; for without doubt their numbers then, witliout 

the 
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the advantage of equipage, (which to foldiers is a great 
addition of mettle), were five times greater tlian the King’s 
harafied, weatlier-beaten, and half-ftarved troops. 

I have lieard many knowing men, and fome who were 
then in the city regiments, fay, “ That if the King had 
“ advanced, and charged that maflive body, it had pre- 
“ fently given ground; and that the Kmg had fo great 
“ a party in every regiment, that they would have made 
“ no refiftance.” But it had been madnefs, which no 
fuccefs could have vindicated, to have made that at¬ 
tempt : and the King ealily difeerned that he had brought 
himfclf into ftraits and difficulties, which would be 
hardly maftered, and expoi'ed his vidforious army to a 
view, at too near a diftance off his two enemies, the Par¬ 
liament and the city. Yet he ftood all that day in bat¬ 
talia to receive them, who only played upon him with 
their cannon, to the lofs only of four or five horfes, and 
not one man. The conftitution of their forces, where 
there were very many not at all afte<Tcd to the company 
they were in, being a good argument to them not to 
charge the King, which had lieen an ill one to him to 
charge them. 

When the evening drew on, and it appeared that 
great body Itood only for the defence of the city, the 
King appointed his army to draw off to Kingfton, which 
the rebels had kindly quitted; wdiich they did without 
the lofs of a man; and himfelf went to his own houfe 
at Hampton-Court; where he refted the next day, as 
well to refrelh his army, even tired with watching and' 
falling, as to expedl fome propofitions from the Houfes. 
For, upon his advance to Brentford, he had fent a fer- 
vant of his ow’n, one Mr. White, w'ith a meffage to the 
Parliament, containing the rcafons of that motion, (there- 
being no ceflation offered on their part), and defiring “ the 

“ pro- 
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“ propofitions might be difpatchcd to him with all fpced.” 

But his mellenger, being carried to the Earl of Eflex4 
was by him ufed very roughly, and by the Iloufes com¬ 
mitted to the Gate-houfc, riot without the motion of fome 
men, “ that he might be executed as a fpy.” 

After a day’s ftay at Hampton-Court, the King re¬ 
moved himfelf to his houfe at Oatlands, leaving, the 
grofs of his army ftill at Kingfton, and thereabouts; but 
being then informed of the high imputations they had 
laid upon him; “ of breach of faith, by his march to 
“ Brentford; and that the city w^as really inflamed with 

an opinion, that he meant to have furprifed them, and 
“ to have fucked the town; that they were fo poflefled 
“ with that fear and a])prchenfion, that their care and 
“ preparation for their fafety would at leafl: keep off all 
“ propofitions for peace, wdiilft the army lay fo near 
“London;” he gave diredtion for all his forces to 
retire to Beading ; firfl: difeharging all the common fol-Thcnrcto 
diers, who Iiad been taken prifoners at Brentford, (ex- 
cept fuel) who voluntarily oficred to ferve him), upon 
their oaths that they w'ould.no more bear arms againll 
his Majefty. 

The King then ferit a meflage to the Houfes, in The King 
which “ he took notice of thofe unjufl; and unreafoa-mcns.Ir to 
“able imputations raifed on him; told them again of 
“ the reafons and circumfbmces of his motion towards 


“ Brentford; of tlie Earl of ElTex’s drawing out his 
“ forces towards him, and pofleffing thofe quarters 
about him, and almoft hemming him in, after the 
“ time that the commiflioners were lent to him with the 


“ petition; that he had never heard of the Icaft overture 
“ of the forbearing all adfs of hoftility, but faw the 
“ contrary pradlifed by them by that advance; that he 
“ had not the leafl: thought or intention of maftering 
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“ the city by force, or carrying his army thither: that 
“ he wondered to hear his folcliers charged with thirfting 
“ after blood, when they took above five hundred pri- 
“ foners in the very heat of tlic fight. He told them 
“ fiich were moft apt and likely to maintain tiieir power 
“ by blood and rapine, who had only got it by oppreffion 
“ and injuftice; that his was veiled in him by the law, 
“ and by that pnly (if the deftrudfive counfels of others 
“ did not hinder fuch a peace, in which that might once 
“ again he the uni\'crfal rule, and in which only religion 
‘‘ and jufticc could llourifii) lie delired to maintain it: 
“ that he intended to march to fuch a diftance from his 
“ city of London, as might take away all pretence of 
“ apprehenfion fi'om his army, that might hinder them 
“ from preparing their propolitions, in all fecurity, to 
“ be prefented to him and there he would be ready to 
“ receive them, or, if that cx|)cdicnt plealed them not, 
*• to end the prclfurcsand miferies, which his fubjedls, 
“ to his great grief, fuftered through this war, by a 
“ prefent battle.” 

But as the army’s being I'o near London was an argu¬ 
ment againft a prclent treaty, i'o its remove to Reading 
tvas a greater with very many not to dclire any. The 
danger, which they had brought themfelves for fome 
ilays together to look u]X)n at their gates, was now to be 
contemned at the diftance of thirty miles; and this re¬ 
treat imputed only to the fear of their power, not to the 
inclinations to peace. And therefore they, who during 
the time that the major part did really defire a good 
peace, and whilftwo^ertures were preparing to that pur- 
pofe, had the to intermingle ails more deftruftive 
to it, than My propolitions could be contributory, (as 
the inviting the Scots to their alfiftance by that declara¬ 
tion, which is before mentioned; and the publilliing a 

decla- 
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declaration at the fame time, which had lain long by 
them, in reply to One fet fortli by the King-long before 
in anfwer to tiieirs of the a 6 tli of May, in which they 
ufed both his perfon and his power with more irreverence 
than they had ever done before), now only inlifted on 
the furprife, as they called it, *of Brentford; and pub- 
lifhed, by the authority of both Houles, a relation of 
the carriage of the King’s -foldiers in that town after their 
vidtory, (which they framed upon the dil'courfes of the 
country people, who. poffibly, as it could not be other- 
wife, had received damage by their licence tlien), to 
make the King and his army odious to the kingdom; 
“ as affedfing nothing but blood and rapine ; and con- 
“ eluding, that there could not be realonably exjiedted 
“ any good ccniditions of a tolerable ireacc from the 
“ King, whim he was in fuch company; and therefore 
“ that all particular propolitions w^ere to be refohed into 
“ that one, of inviting his Majelfy to come to them 
and got a vote from the 'major part of both Houfes. 
“ that no other meafure for accommodation or treaty 
“ fhould be thought on.” 

Their trufty Lord Mayor of London, Ifaac Penning¬ 
ton, who was again chofen to ferve another year, fo Ire- 
ftirred himfelf, having to affift him two Sheriffs, Lang- 
ham and Andrews, as they could wifh, that there was 
not only no more importunity or interpofition from the 
city for peace; but, inftead thereof, an overture and 
declaration from divers, under the ftyle of well affedfed 
perfons, “ that they would advance a confiderable num- 
“ ber of foldiers, for the fupply and recruit of the Par- 
“ liament forces; and W'ould arm, maintain, and pay 
“ them for feverai months, or during the times of dan- 

ger and diftradkions; provided that they might have 
“ tlie public frith of the kingdom for repayment of all 

I 2 “ fuch 
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“ fuch films of money, which they fhould fo advance 
“ by way of loan.” This wonderful kind of propofition 
was prei'ently declared “ to be an acceptable fervice to 

the King, Parliament, and kingdom, and necellarily 
“ tending to the prefervation of themand therefore 
an ordinance, as they calhit, was framed and paffed both 
I loufes: 

“ That all fuch as flioulil farnilh men, money, horfe, 
“ or arms for that fcrvice, fhould have the fame fully 
“ repaid again, with intereft for the forbearance thereof, 
“ from the times dilburfed. And for the true payment 
“ thereof, they did thereby engage to all, and every fuch 
“ perfon, and perfons, the public faith of the kingdom.” 
And ordered the Lord Mayor, and Sheriffs of London, 
by themlclves, or fuch fub-committees as they fhould 
appoint, to take fubferiptions, and to intend the advance¬ 
ment of that fervice. Upon this voluntary, general pro- 
poiition, made by a few obfeure men, probably fuch 
who were not able to fupply much monc)', was this 
ordinance made; and from this ordinance the adlive 
Alayor, and Sheriffs, appointed a committee of fuch 
perfons whofe inclinations they well knew, to jircfs all 
kind of people, efpccially thofc who were not forward, 
to new fubferiptions; and by degrees, from this uncon- 
jidered paflage, grew the monthly tax of fix thoufand 
pounds to be let upon the city for tlie payment of the 
army. 

As they proyided, witli this notable circumfpeeffion, 
to raife men aipd^oney; fo they took not lei's care, nor 
ufed lefs art induftry, to raife their General; and 
left he might luppofe himfelf fallen in their good grace, 
and confidence, by bringing an army back Ihattered, 
poor, and difeomforted, which he had carried out in full 
•numbers, and glorious equipage, they ufed him with 

greater 
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greater reverence and lubmiffion than ever. They had 
before appojnted another diftinft army to be raifcd iintler 
the command of the Earl of Warwick, and not fiibjert 
to the jjower of the Earl of Effex; and of this, feveral 
regiments and troops were railed: thefc they fent to the 
old army, and the Earl of Warwick gave up his com- 
miffion, iij)on refolution, “ that there lliould be only 
“ one General, and he, the Earl of Eifcx.” Then the 
two.Houfes pafTed, and prefented, with great folemnity, 
this declaration to his Excellency, the fame day that 
their committee went to the Eing with their petition; 

“ 'Fhat, as they had, uiron mature deliberation, and ^ 

^ r 1’ tionufboth 

allured confidence in his wildoni, courage, and fidelity, iiouics 
“ chofen and appointed him their Captain-General; fotiiur&'ml 
“ they did find, that the fiiid Earl had managetl that 
“ fcrvice, of fo high importance, with fo much care,*'^'^'''’* 

“ valour, and dexterity,as well by the extremeft hazard 
“ of his life, in a bloody- battle near Keinton in War- 
“ wackfhire, as by all the adfions of a moft excellent and 
“ expert commander, in the whole coiirfe of that em- 
“ ployment, as did delerve their beft acknowledgment; 

“ and they did therefore declare, and publilli. to the 
“ lafiing honour of the faid Earl, the great and acceptable 
“ fervice, whicli he had therein done to the common- 
“ wealth; and Ihoukl be willing and ready, upon all 
“ occafions, to exprefs the due fenfc they had of his 
merits, by alfiiring and prote<fting him, and all others 
“ employed under his command m that fervice, with 
'‘f their lives and fortunes, to the uttermofl: of their 
“ power: that teftimony and declaration to remain upon 
“ record, in both lloufes of Parliament, for a mark of 
“ honour to his perfon, name, and family, and for a 
monument of his fingular virtue to pofterity.” 

When they had thus compofeci their army and their 
I 3 General, 
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General, they fent this petition to the King to Reading, 
who Raid ftill there in dtpedation of their prppolitions. 

Miiy it plenfeyoiir Majejly: 

Houffs’ f " defired by both Hoiifes of Parliament, 

tmontothc^ that TOut Majefty will be pleafed to return to your 

King, Nov.,, 1, ,• , } . , ^ 

rarliament, with your royal, not your martial, atten- 
“ dance; to the end that religion, laws, and liberties, 
“ may be fettled and fecured by their advice; finding 
by a fad, and late accident, that your Majelfy is envi- 
“ roned by fome fuch councils, as do rather perfuade a 
‘‘ defperate divilion, than a joining and a good agree- 
“ ment with your Parliament and people: and we fhall 
• “ be ready to give your Majefty afturances of fuch fecu- 
“ rity, as may be for your honour, and the fafety of 
“ your royal perfon.” 

As foon as the King received J:his ftrangc addrefs, he 
returned them by the fame moftenger a fharp anfwcr to 
The fub- this effetft; He told Hiem, “ he hoped all his good fub- 
th "King's jeifts would look upon that meftage with indignation, 
“ as intended, by the contrivers thereof, as a fcorn to 
“ him; and thereby defigned by that malignant party, 
“ (of whom he had fo often complained, whofe fafety 
“ and ambition was built upon the divifions and rains 
“ of the kingdom, and who had too great an influence 
“ upon their adtions), for a wall of feparation betwixt 
“ his Majefty and his people. He faid, he had often 
“ told them the reafons, Why he departed from London; 
“ how he was chafed thence, and by whom; and as often 
compliftid, that the greateft part of his Peers, and of 
“ the nfetffers of the Houfe of Commons, could not, 
“ with fafety to their honours and perfons, continue, 
“and" vote freely among them; but, by'violence,-and 
“ cittijng pradficcs, were debarred of thole privileges, 

“ which 
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which their birth-rights, and die truft repofed in them 
“ by their countries, gave them,: that the whole king- 
“ dom knew that an army was raifed, under pretence of 
“ orders of both Houfes, (an ufurpation never before 
“ heard of in any age), which army had purfued his 
“ Majefty in his own kingdom; given him battle at 
“ Keinton; and now, thofe rebels being recruited, and 
“ poliefTed of the city of London, he was courteoufly 
“ invited to return to his Parliament there, that is, to 

the power of that army. 

“ That, he faid, could fignify nothing but that, fince 
“ theiitraitorous endeavours of thofe defperate men could 
“ not fnatch the crown from his head, it being defended 
“ by the providence of God, and the afteAions and 
“ loyalty of his good fubjefts, he Ihoukl now tamely 
“ come up, and give it them; and put himfelf, his life, 
“ and the lives, liberties, and fortunes of all his good 
“ fubjedls, into their merciful hands. He faid, he 
“ thought not fit to give any other anfwer to tliat part 
“ of their petition: but as he imputed not that affront 
“ to both his Houfes of Parliament, nor to the major part 
“ of thofe who were then prffent there, but to that dan- 
“ gerous party his Majefty and the kingdom muft ftill 
“ cry out upon; fo he would not (for his good fub- 
“ jcifts’ fake, and out of his moft 'tender fenfe of their 
“ miferies, and the general- calamities of the kingdom, 
“ which muft, if the war contbued, fpeedily overwhelm 
“ the whole nation) take advantage of it: but if they 
•“ would really purfue the courfe they feemed, by then 
“ petition at Colebrook, to be inclined to, he fhould 
“ make good all he then promifed; whereby the hearts 
“ of his diftreffed fubjedls might be raifed with the hopes 
“ of peace; without which, religion, the laws, and libcr- 
“ ties, could by no ways be fettled and fccured. 

I 4 
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“ For the late and fad accident they mentioned, if 
“ they intended that of Brentford, he delired them once 
“ again to deal ingenuoudy with the people, and to let 
“ them fee his laft mefli^e to them, and his declaration 
“ concerning the fame,” (both which his Majefty had 
fent to his prefs at London, but were taken away from 
his meflenger, and not fufFered to be publilhed), “ and 
“ then he doubted not, but they would be foon unde- 
“ ceived, and eafily find out thofe counfels, which did 
“ rather perfuade a defperate divilion, than a good agree- 
“ ment betwixt his Majefty, his two Houfes, and pcoT 
“ pie.” 

This anfwcr being delivered, without any farther con- 
fideration whether the fame were reafonable or not reafon- 
able, they declared “ the King had no mind to peace 
and thereupon laid afide all farther debates to that pur- 
pofe ; and ordered their General to march to Windfor 
with the army, to be fo much nearer the King’s forces; 
for the better recruiting whereof, two of their moft emi¬ 
nent chaplains. Dr. Downing and Mr. Marfhal, publicly 
avowed, “ that the foldiers lately taken prifoners at 
“ Brentford, and difeharg^, and releafed by the King 
“ upon their oaths that they would never again bear 
“ arms againft him, were not obliged by that oath 
but, by their power, abfolved than thereof, and fo en¬ 
gaged ag:un thofe mifcrable wretches in a fecond rebel¬ 
lion. ' ■ , 

When the King difeerhed clearly that the enemifs to 
peace had the better j^im, and that there was now no 
farther thought of p rici ng propofitions to be fent to 
him; after he ha^'jff pn a line drawn about Reading, 
which he refolYed to keep :is a garrifon, and the works 
in a reafonable forw’ardnefs, he left Sir Arthur Afton, 
whom he had lately made Commiflary-Gcneral of the 

horfe, 
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horfe, (Mr. Wilmot being at the fame time conftitnted 
Lieutenant-General), Governor thereof, with a ganifon 
of above two thoufand foot, and a good regiment of 
horfe: and himfelf with the reft of liis army marched The King 
to Oxford, where lie refolved to reft that winter, fettling Sfoned 
at the fame time a good garrifon at Wallingford, a place 
of great importance within eight miles of Oxford; an- 
other at the Brill upon the edge of Buckinghamfhire; 'her places, 
a third being before fettled at' Banbury; Abingdon to oxhiid. 
being the head quarters for his horfe; and by this 
means he had all Oxfordfhire entire, all Berkllhrc, but 
that barren divifion about Windfor; and from the Brill, 
and Banbury, a good influence upon Buckinghamlliire, 
and Northamptonftiire. 

The King was hardly fettled in his quarters, when iieMa'iho- 
heard that the Parliament was fixing a garrifon at Marl-iTfoncd^by 
borough in Wiltftiire, a town the moft notorioufly dif- 
affeefted of all that county; otherwife, having the obfti- 
nacy and malice of the inhabitants, in the fituation of it 
very unfit for a garrifon. Thither the Earl of Eflex 
had fent one Ranifey, (a Scotfman, as very many of 
their officers were of that nation), to be Governor; who, 
with the help of the fadtious people there, had quickly 
drawn together five or fix hundred men, I’his place, 
the King faw, would foon prove an ill neighbour to Itim; 
not only as it was in the heart of a rich county, and lo 
would ftraiten, and even infeft his quarters, (for it was 
within twenty miles of Oxford), but as it did cut off his 
•line of communication witli the weft: and therefore, 
though it was December, a feafon, when his tired and 
almoft naked foldiers might expeft reft, he fent a ftrong 
party of horfe, foot, and dragoons, under the command 
of Mr. Wilmot, the Lieutenant-General of his horl'e, to 
vifit that town; who, coming thither on a Saturday, 

found 
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found the place ftrongly manned; for, bcfide!s thcgar- 
rifon, it being mark 6 t*%yj very many country people 
came thither to buy ahd fell, and wej:e all compelled to 
ftay and take arms for the defence of the place ; which, 
for the moft part, they were willing to do, and the peo¬ 
ple peremptory to defend it. Though there was no line 
about it, yet there were fome places of great advantage, 
upon which they had raifed batteries, and planted cannon, 
and fo barricadoed all 'the avenues, which were .through 
deep narrow lanes, that the horfe could do little fervicc. 

When the Lieutenant-General was, with his party, 
near the town, he apprehended a fellow, who confeffed, 
upon examination, “ that he was a fpy, and lent by the 
“ Governor fo bring intelligence of their ftrength and 
“ motion.” When all men thought, and the poor feU 
low himfelf feared, he fhould be executed, the Lieu¬ 
tenant-General caufed his whole party to be ranged in 
order in the next convenient place, and bid the fellqjv 
look well upon them, and obferve them, and then bid 
him return to the town, and tell thofe that fent him, 
what he had feen, and withal that he fhould acquaint 
the magiftrates of the town, “ that they fhould do well 
“ to treat with the garrifon, to give them leave to fub- 
“ rait to the King; that if they did fo, the town.fhould 
“ not receive the leafl prejudice; but if they compelled 
‘‘ him to make his way, and enter the town by force, it 
would not be in his pciwer to keep his foldiers from 
“ taking that whi A they fhould win with their blood 
and fo difmii^fflmm. This generous aft proved of 
lome advantage;j.Tor the fellow, tranfported with having 
his life givtSn him; and the numbers of the men he had 
feen, liefides his no experience in fuch fights, being 
multiplied by his fear, made notable relations of the 
ftrength, gallantry, and rcfolution of the enemy, and of 

the 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 


125 


the impoffibility of refifting them; which, though it 
prevailed not with thofe in authority to yield, yet it 
ftrangely abated the hopes and courage of the people. 
So that when the King’s foldiers fell on, after a volley or 
two, in which much execution was done, they threw 
down their arms, and run into the town; fo that the foot 
had time to make room for the horfe, who were now en¬ 
tered at both ends of the town, yet were not fo near an 
end as they expelled; for the ftreets were in many 
places barricadoed, which were obllinately defended by 
fome foldiers and townfmen, who killed many men out 
of the windows of the houfes; fo that, it may be, if they 
had trufted only to their own ftrength, without compelling 
the country men to increafe their number, and who be¬ 
ing firft frighted, and weary, dilheartencd their compa¬ 
nions, that place might have coft more blood. Kamfcy 
the governor was himfelf retired into the church with 
fome officers, and from thence did fome hurt; upon 
this, there being fo many killed out of windows, fire was 
put to Ihe next houfes, fo that a good part of the town 
was burned, and then the foldiers entered doing lefs exe¬ 
cution than could reafonably be expefted; but what 
they fpared in blood, they took in pillage, the foldiers 
enquiring little who were fiiends or foes. 


This was the firft garrifon taken on either fide; forMuribo. 
Farnham Caftle in Surrey, whitiier fome gentlemen who hy'fhc''* 
were willing to appear for thelKing had repaired, and 
were taken with lefs refiftance than was fit, by Sjir Wil- 
liam Waller, fome few days before, deferved not thewbimot. 


name of a garrifon. In this of Marlborough were taken. 


befides the Governor, and other officers, who yielded 


upon quarter, above one thoufand prifoners; great ftores 
of arms, four pieces of cannon, and a good quantity ol 
ammunition, with all which the Lieutenant-General re¬ 


turned 
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turned lafe to Oxford : though this fuccefs was a little 
lhadowed, by the unfortunate lofs of a very good regir- 
ment of horfc within a few days after; for the Lord 
Grandifon, by the mifcarriage of orders, was expofed, at 
too great a diftance from the army, with his Angle regi- 
mc nt of horfe confifting of three hundred, and a regi¬ 
ment of two hundred dragoons, to the unequal encoun¬ 
ter of a party of the enemy of five thoufand horfe and 
dragoons; and fo was himfelf, after a retreat made to 
Winchefier, there taken with all his j)arty; which was 
the firfi lofs of that kind the King fufiained; but with¬ 
out the Icafi fault of the commander; anrl the misfor¬ 
tune w'as much leflened bv his making an cfcape himfelf 
w ith two or three of his principal officers, who were very 
welcome to Oxford. 

'J'he firfi: thing the King applied himfelf to confult 
upon, after he w’as fettled in his winter cpiartcrs, and 
defpaircd of any honefi or erturcs for a peace, w'as, how 
to apply Ibme antidote to that poifon, which w'as lent 
into Scotland, in that declaration we mentioned before; 
the which Ire had not only feen, as an atfi communi¬ 
cated abroad and in many hands, but the Scottifh E^, 
of Lindfey, wdro was then a Commiffioner 
London for Scotland, had prefented it to him. “And 
there was every day fome motion in the H^ufe of Com¬ 
mons to prefs the Scots, to invade the kihgdom for their 
alfiftance, upon the groi^h'of the Earl of Newcaftle’s 
pd^cr in the north. And therefore, after full thoughts, 
tiffing writ to his Pfivj{S|^tincil of Scdtland, (who, by 
the laws enabled when hllras laft there, had the abfolute, 
indeed regal, power of th^ kingdom), and took notice 
of that declaration, which had been fent to them, car- 
nefily inviting, and in a manner challenging an afiifiance 
from that his native kingdom of men and arms, fur 

’ mak- 
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making a war againft him, and making claim to tliai afliri- 
ance by virtue of the late A6t of Pacification. 

■ fie told them, “ that, as he was at his foul afflidcd, thatTh? fniv 
“ it had been in the power of any tadlious, ambitious, Ih^'King-s 
and malicious perfons, fo far to poflefs the hearts of ma- 
“ ny of his fubietfts of England, as to rail’c this miferable 9®“"*^'' 

•' , .... Scotland, 

“ diftemper and diftradlion in this kingtlom againft all upon occa- 

“ his real endeavours and adlions to the contrary; Ib he iwoliouics' 
“ was glad, that that rage and fury had fo far tranfported 
“ them, that they applied themfelves, in fo grol's a man- 
“ ner, to his fubjedts of Scotland; whofc experience of 
“ his religion, juftice, and love of his people, tvoulil not 
“ fuffer them to believe tliofe horrid fcandals, laid upon 
“ his Majcfty; and their affedfion, loyalty, and jealouly 
“ of his honour, would difdain to be made inftruments 
“ to opprefs their native Sovereign, by aflifting an odi- 
‘;f ous rebellion.” He remembered them, “ tluat he had 
“ from time to time acquainted his fubjcdls of that 
kingdom with the accidents and circumftanccs wliich 
“ had difquieted this; how, after all the adls of juftice, 

“ grace, and favour, performed on his part, wliich were 
“ or could be defired to make a people completely hap- 
“ py, he was driven, by the force and violence of rude 
“ and tumultuous aftemblies, from the city of London, 

“ and his Houfes of Parliament; how attempts had been 
“ made to-impofc laws upon his fubjedfs, without his 
“ confent, and contrary to the foundation and conftitu- 
“ tion of the kingdom; how his forts, goods, and navy, 

‘ M^ ad been feized, and taken from, him by force, and 
‘Employed againft him; his revenue, and ordinary 
fubfiftence, wrefted from him; how he had been pur- 
“ filed with fcandalous and reproachful language; bold, 

“ falfe, and feditious pafquils, and libels, publicly aJ- 
“ lowed againft him; and had been told that he miglit, 
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without want of rapdefty and duty, be depofed: that 
after all this, before any force raifed by liitn, an army 
“ was raifed, and a General appointed to lead that army 
“ againft his Majefty, with a commiflion to kill, flay, 
“ and deftroy all fuch who fhould be faithful to liim: 
“ that when he had been, by thefe means, compelled, 
“ with the affifl:ance of his good fubjefts, to raife an 
“ army for his neceflary defence, he had fent divers gra- 
“ cious meflages, earncftly deliring that the calamities 
“ and miferies of a civil war might be prevented hy a 
“ treaty; and fo he might know the grounds of that 
“ mifunderftanding: that he was abfolutely refufed' to 
“ be treated with, and the army, (raifed, as was pretended, 
*' for the defence of his perfon), brought into the field 
againft him, gave him battle; and, though it pleafed 
“ God to give his Majefty the vidlory, deftroyed many 
" of his good fubjedls, with as eminent danger to his own 
•• perfon, and his children, as the fkill and malice of de- 
“ fperate rebels could contrive. 

“ Of all which, and the other indignities, w'hich had 
been oft’ered to him, he doubted not the duty and af- 
“ fe<^.Hon of his Scottifh fubjedfs would have fo juft a 
“ refentment, that they would exprefs to the world 
'• the fenfe they had of his fufterings; and he hoped, 
his good fubjedls of Scotland were not fo great-ftran- 
gers to the affairs of this kingdom, to believe that this 
misfortune and diftradtion was begot and brought 
“ upon him by his t^o Hbufes of Parliament; though, 
“ in truth, no unwarrantable adlion againft the Ipr 
“ could be juftified even by that authority; but that 
“ they well knew how the members of both Houfes 
had been driven thence, infomuch that, of above five 
“ hundred members of the Houfe of Commons, there 
“ were not then there above fourfeore; and, of above one 

“ hun- 
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“ hundred of the Houfe of Peers, not above fifteen or 
“ fixteen; all which w'ere fo awed by a multitude of 
“ Anabaptifts, Brownifts, and other perfons, defperatc, 
“ and decayed in tlieir fortunes, in and about the city of 
“ London, that, in truth, their confultations had not 
‘‘ the freedom and privilege which belong to Parlia- 
“ ments. 

■ “ Concerning any commifllons granted by his Majefty 
“ to Papifts to raife forces, he referred them to a dc- 
“ claration, lately fet forth by him upon the occafion of 
“ that fcandal, which he likewife then fent to them. 
“ And for his own true and zealous affeftion to the 
“ Proteftant religion, he would give no other inlfance 
“iihan his own conftant pradfice, on which malice itfelf 
“ could lay no blemifii; and thofe many protcflations 
“ he had made in the light of Almighty God, to 
“ whom he knew he fliould be dearly accountable, if he 
“ fiiiled in the oblervation. 

“ For that fcanclalous imputation of his intention of 

bringing in foreign forces, as the fame was railed with- 
“ out the Icaft lhadow or colour of reafon, and folcmnly 
“ difavowed by his Majefly, in many of his declarations; 
“ fo there could not be a clearer argument to his fub- 
“ jedfs of Scotland that he had no llu;h thought, than 
“ that he had hitherto forborne to require the affiftance 
“ of that his native kingdom; from whofe obedience, 
“ duty, and affedfion, he Ihould confidently expedt if, 
“ if he thought his own ftrength here too weak to pre- 
“ ferve him; and of whofe courage and loyalty he Ihould 
“ look to make ufe, before he Ihould think of any fo- 
“ reign aid to fuccour him. And he knew no reafon- 
“ able or underftanding man could fuppofe that they 
“ were obliged, or enabled, by the late adl of Parlia- 
“ ment in both kingdoms, to obey the imfitation -that 

“ was 
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“ was made to them by that pretended declaration, when 
“ it was fo evidently provided for by that acft, that as 
“ the kingdom of England fhould not war againft the 
“ kingdom of Scotland, without confent of the Parlia- 
“ mcnt of England, fo the kingdom of Scotland fhould 
" not make war againft the kingdom of England with- 
“ out tire confent of the Parliament of Scotland.” 

lie told them, “ if the grave counfel and advice, 
“ whicli they had given, and derived to the Houfes of 
“ Parliament here, by their adl of the aad of April laft, 
“ had been followed in a tender care of his royal perfon, 
“ and of his princely greatnefs and authority, there 
“ would not that face of confulion have appeared, w'hich 
'• now threatened this kingdom: and therefore he fe- 
“ quired them to communicate what he then writ to all 
“ his fubjefts of that kingdom, and to ufe their utmoft 
“ endeavours to inform them of the truth of his condi*- 
“ tion ; and that they fuffered not the fcandals and im- 
‘‘ potations laid on his Majcfty by the malice and trea- 
“ fon of fome men, to make any imprelTion in the minds 
of his peoide, to the lelfening or corrupting their af- 
“ fedlions and loyalty to him; but that they affured 
them all, that the hardnefs he then underwent, and 
“ the arms he had been compelled to take up, were for 
tiic defence of his perfon and fafety of his life; for 
“ the maintenance of the true Proteftant religion, for 
“ the prefefvation of the laws, liberties, and conftitution 
“ of this kingdom, and for the juft privileges of Parlia* 
“ ment; and that he looked no longer for a blcffing. 
“ from heaven, than he endeavoured the defence and 
“ advancement of all thefe : and, he could not doubt, a 
“ dutiful concurrence in his fubjedfs of Scotland, in the 
“ care of his honour, and juft rights, would draw' down 
“ a.bleiring upon that nation toe.” 

Though 
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Though his Majefty well knew all the perfons, to 
whom he direded this letter, to be thole who were only 
able and willing to do liim all poffiblc dillcrvice, yet he 
was fure by other inftrunients, if they neglccHcd, which, 
for that reafon, they were not like to do, to publilh it to 
ihc people there; which he believed miglit lo far operate 
upon them, as the others would not be able to [troctire 
them to invade England ; and other fruit of their alle¬ 
giance he cxpedled not, than that they fltould not rebel, 
flis Majelfy’s next care was the jtrocuring money for wii.v 

, f,, . , , nu an.s the 

the payment or his army ; that the narrow circuit wnich Kni-thni 
contained his quarters might not be I'o intolerably op- 
prejfled with that wdiule burthen. This was a very dif-'“'^' 
licult matter; for the foldieiy already grew very liigh, 
and would obey no orders or rides but of their own mak- 
Ulg; and Prince Rupert confidered only the fubfiftencc, 
and-advance of the horfe, as his province, and indeed as 
if it had been a province apart fioni the army ; and 
therefore would by no means endure that the great con¬ 
tributions, which the counties within command willingly 
fubmitted to, fliotdd be aliigned to any other ufe than 
the lupport of the liorle, and to be immediately collected, 
and received by the officers. So that the lever.il gairi- 
fons, and all the body of foot, were to be conftantly 
paid, and his Majelty’s weekly exjiencc for his houfc 
borne, out of fuch monies as could be borrowed. For, 
of all his own revenue, he had not yet the rcceit ing a 
penny within his power; neither did he think fit to 
compel any one, even fuch who w'ere known to have 
contributed freely to the Parliament, to fupply him ; 
only by letters, and all other gentle ways, he invited 
thofe w'ho were able, to confidcr how' much their owm 
fecurity and profperity was concerned, and depended 
upon the prefervation of his rights; and offered to fell 
VOL. It. p. I. K any 



THE HISTORY 


Book VI. 


•tny of his lands, or to give any pcrfonal Iccuriiy for 
wharl'ocvcr money would be lent to iiim at interelf; for 
he had diredled a grant to be prepared of feveral parks, 
anil forelb, and other crown-lands, to many perfons of 
honour and great fortune about him, whofe ellates and 
reputation were well known; who were ready to be per- 
I'onally bound for whatl'oever lums could be borrowed. 

'riie affedfion of the Univerlity of Oxford was moft 
eminent: for, as they had before, when the troubles 
firlf broke out, fent the King above ten thoufand pounds 
out of the feveral Hocks of the colleges, and the puri'es 
of particular perfons, many whereof lent him all they 
bad ; fo they now again made him a new prelent. By 
thcic means, and the loan of particular perfons, elpe- 
cially from London, (for from thence, notwithftanding all 
the ftridf w-atch to the contrary, conliderable fums were 
dratvn,) the King, even above his hojtes, was able to 
pay his foot, albeit it amounted to above three thoufand 
poLinds weekly, in fuch manner, that during the whole 
winter there was not the Icaft dilbrdcr for want of jtay.' 
And then he tiled all polfiblc care to encourage and 
coun.tcnance new levies of horft and foot, for the recruit¬ 
ing liis army againll the next I'pring. 

The Parliament’s army being now about London, 
tlte oflicers of it who were members of Parliament at¬ 
tended that council diligently, upon which that army 
alone depended; and, though they Itill leemed very de- 
firous ol' peace, they very Iblemnly and feverely profe- 
cuted all thole who really endeavoured it. Their par¬ 
tiality and injufticc was fo notorious, that there was no 
rule or mcafure of right in any matter depending before 
them, but conlideration only of the afiebtions and opi¬ 
nions of the pcrlbns contending ; neither could any thing 
be more properly laid of them, thait what Tacitus once 
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fpokc of the Jews, apud ipfos fuks ohfl'inata, tnlfenrordut 
in promptu, culverfiis omnes alios hojlile odium. Volume.-; 
would not contain the inftances. But they found the 
old argtiments of popery, the militia, and delinquent'^, 
for the jullification of the war, grew every day ot Icl, 
reverence with the people; and that as the King’s ov\ ii 
religion was above any Icandal they could l:!y upon it, li) 
the regal power feemed lb aflcrtedby lav;, and the King, 
upon all occalions, cited particular ftatutes fur the \ indi¬ 
cation of his right, that whillf they confelfed tlic fove ■ 
reign power to be vefted in him, all legal minifl'crs luid 
that dependence on him, that tlieir authority would by 
degrees grow into contempt. 

And of this difadvantage the fcafon of the year jHittir-k;.!;; 
them in mind : for the King now, according to c(-iurle, Minub'. ' 
pricked Shcrilfs, and made (iich choice in all counties, 
that they forefaw the people were not like to be lo im¬ 
plicitly at their dilpokil. Therefore, as they had before 
craftily inlinuatcd the fame in fomc parficulars, they 
now barefaced avow, “ that the fovereign jiowcr was 
“ wholly and entirely in them ; and tliat I he King liim- 
“ felf, fevered from them, had no regal power in him.” 

Their Clergy had hitherto been their champions, and 
wrefted the Scripture to their fenfe ; their Lawyers were 
now to vindicate their title, and they were not moie 
modeft in applying their profeffion to their fcrvice. As 
all places of Scripture, or in the I'athcrs, which were 
fpoken of the Church of Chrift, are by the Papifts a])- 
plied to the Church of Rome; fo whatfoever is written 
in any of the books of the law, or mentioned in the re¬ 
cords, of the authority and cfFebfs of the fovereign 
power, and of the dignity and jurifdibfion of Parliament, 
was, by thefe men, alleged and urged for the power of 
the tw'o Houfes, and fometimes for the lingle auiliorit) 
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of tlic Iloufe of Commons, licing fu])plicd with the 
learning of thefe gentlemen, they declared, that the 
“ Sheriifs, then coitftituted by the King, w'ere not legal 
“ Sheriffs, nor ought to execute, or be fubmitted to in 
“that office;” and ordered, “ wiiomfoever the King 
“ made Sheriff in any county, to be lent for as delin- 
“ qiientand becaufe it feemed unrcafonable, that the 
counties fliould be without that legal miniftcr, to whom 
the law had entrufted its cuftody, it was propofed, 
“ ttiat they miglvt make a new Great Seal, and by that 
“ authority make Sheriffs, and fuch other officers as 
“ they fhould find neceUarybut for the prefent that 
motion was laid afidc. 

Tdie King had appointed fome of thofe priloners who 
were taken in the battle of Kcinton-ficld, and others ap¬ 
prehended in the ad! of rebellion, to be indidfed of high 
ireafon, uptin the ftatutc of the a5th year of King Ed¬ 
ward the Third, before the Lord Chief Julfice, and 
other learned Judges of the law, by virtue of his Majef- 
ty's commiffion of Oxer and 'I'fniiint-r : the Parliament 
declared “ all fuch indictments, and all jrroceedings 
“ thereupon, to be unjuft, and illegaland inhibited 
the Judges to proceed farther therein; declaring, (wliich 
teas a ftronger argument), “ that if any man were executed, 
“ or fuffered hurt, for any thing he liad done by their 
“ order, the like punifhment fhould be inflidted, by 
“ death or otherwife, upon fuch priloners as were, or 
“ fhould be, taken by their forcesand in none of 
their cafes ever afked the Judges t\4iat the law was. 
By the determination of the ftatirte, and the King’s re- 
fufal, which hath been mentioned before, to pafs any 
new law to that purpofe, there was no farther duty of 
tonnage and poundage due upon merchandize, and the 
ftatutc made this very Parliament involved all men in 

the 
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the guilr and penalty of a praemunire, who oOercd to 
recei^■e it. The King publifhed a proclamation upoii 
that Ifatiite, “ and required all men to forbear paying 
“ that duty, and forbid all to receive it.” They again 
declared, “ that no perfon, who received thofe duties by 
“ virtue of their orders, was w'ithin the danger of a pnp- 
“ munire, or any other penalty w'hatfoever; becaul'e the 
“ intent and meaning of that penal claufe w^as only to 
“ reftrain the Crown from impofmg any duty or jiay- 
“ ment upon the fubjefts, wdtliout their confent in Par- 
“ liament; and was not intended to extend to any cafe 
“ v\'liercunto the Lords and Commons gi\'e their a/rent 
“ in Parliament.” 

And tliat this fo\ ereignty might be farther taken no¬ 
tice of than within the limits of this kingdom, they fent, 
with all formality, letters of credence, and inftruftions, 
and their agents, into foreign ftates and kingdoms. 

By their agent to the United Provinces, where thcj|'''':t''>>- 
Quecn was then refiding, they had the courage, in ])lainti.,- dcchi- 
terms, to accufc the Prince of Orange “ for Iupi)lyinguH!'’i'oHls 
“ the King with arms and ammunition; for licenling di- 
“ vers commanders, officers, and loldicrs, to refort into 

^ ^ ^ (jcnt'Ml ot 

“ this kingdom to his aid.” They remembered themt'K iumoi 
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of the great help tliat they had received from tins 
“ kingdom, when heretofore they lay under the heavy 
" oppreffion of their Princes ; and how conducible the 
“ friendfhi[) of this nation had been to their prefent 
“ greatnefs and powder; and therefore tliey could not 
“ think, that they would be forw'ard to help to make 
“ them fla\es, who had been fo ufeful, and alfiftant in 
“ making them free men; or that they would forget, 

“ that their troubles and dangers iffiied from tlie fame 
“ fountain with their own ; and that thole who were let 
“ awork to undermine religion and liberty in tlic king- 
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“ (lom, were the fame who by open force did feek to 
“ bereave them of both.” They told them, “ it could 
“ not be unknown to that wife State, that it was the je - 
“ I'liitical l'a 61 ion in this kingdom, that had corrupted the 
" couni'eLs of the King, the confciences of a great part 
“ of the Clergy; which fought to deflroy the Parlia-- 
“ ment, .and had raifed the rebellion in Ireland.” They 
defired them therefore, “ not to fufler any more ord- 
nance, armour, or any other warlike provition, to be. 
brought over to iftrenglhen thofe, who, as foon as they 
“ fhould prevail againd the Parliament, would ufe that 
ilrength to tlie ruin of thofe from whom they had it.” 
T’hey defired them, “ they would not fend oixt any 
“ of tiicir countrymen to farther their dedruftion, who 
“ v\eie lent to them for their preferv^ation; that they 
“ would not anticipate the fjiilling of Englilh blood, in 
“ an unnatural civil war, which had been fo cheerfully 
“ and plentifully hazarded, and fpent, in that jud and 
honourable war by which they had been fo long pre- 
“ ferved, and to wliich the blood of thofe perfons, and 
“ many other fubjefts of this kingdom, w'as dill in a 
“ manner dedicated; but rather that they would cafhier, 
“ and dil'card from their emplo}nTicnt, thofe that would 
“ preliime to come over for that purpofe.” They told 
them, “ the quedion between his Majedy and the 
“ I’arliamcnt was not whether he fliould enjoy the 
“ fame prerogative and power, w'hich had belonged to 
“ their former Kings, his Majedy’s royal predeceflbrs; 
“ but whether that prerogative and power ihould be 
“ emjiloyed to their defence, or to their ruin: that it 
“ could not be denied by thofe, who look indifferently 
“ on their proceedings and ad'airs, that it would be more 
“ honour anrl w'ealth, fafety and greatnefs to his Majedy, 
“ in concurring with this Parliament, than in the courfe 
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“ in which he now is; but fo unhappy had his Majcftv 
“ and tlie kingdom been, in thole who had the greatdr 
“ influence upon his counfcls, that they looked more 
“ u])on the prevailing of their own party, than upon any 
“ thofe great adr antages, both to his crown and royal 
“ perfon, which he might obtain by joining with his 
“ people: and fo cunning were thofe fadfors for I’opcry, 
“ in profecution of their own aims, that they could put 
on a counterfeit vifage of honour, peace, and greatnels, 
upon thole courfes and counlels, which had no tnitli 
“ and reality, but of weaknefs, difhonour, and miferics 
‘‘ to his Majelly, and the whole kingdom.” 

'J'hey fixid, “• they had lately cxprelfed their earneft 
“ inclinations to tliat national love and amity with the 
“ United Ihovinces, which had been nourillicd and con- 
“ firmed by fo many civil reljtedfs, and mutual intercfts, 
“ as made it fo natural to them, that they had, this 
Parliament, in their humble jtetition to his Majefty, 
‘‘ dcfired, that they miglit be joined with that State in a 
“ more near and llrait league and union; and they could 
“ not but expeft lome returns from them, of the like 
“ cxprellions; and that they would be fo far from blow- 
“ ing the lire, which begun to kindle among them, that 
“ they would rather endeavour to cpicnch it, by ftrength- 
“ ening and encouraging them who had no other dclign 
“ but not to be deftroyed, and to preferve their religion, 
“ fave themfelves, and the other Reformed Churches ol' 
“ Chriftendom, from the mafl'acres and extirpations, 
with which the principles of the Roman religion did 
“ threaten them all; which w'cre begun to be adfed in 
“ Ireland, and in the hopes, and endeavours, and inten- 
“ tions of that party, had long lince been executed upon 
“ them, if the mercy, favour, and blelling of Almighty 
“ God had not fuperabounded, and prevented the luh- 
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“ tilty anf] malignity of cruel, wicked, and blood-thirfty 
“ men. 

With this fpccious difpatch, in which were many 
other particulars to render the King’s caufe ungracious, 
and their own very plaufiblc, their agent, one Strickland, 
an obfrure gentleman, was received by the States; and, 
notwithlfanding the Queen was then there, and the 
Prince of Orange vifibly inclined to aflift the King with 
all his intcrefts, and the interpolition of the King’s refi- 
dent, did not only hinder tlie States from giting the leaft 
countenance to the King’s caufe, but really fo corrupted 
the Englifli in the army, and in that Court, that there 
was nothing defigned to advance it by the Prince of 
Orange himlelf, (who with great generofity fupplied the 
King with arms and ammunition to a very conlklerable 
r alue), or by the private aftivity and dexterity of parti¬ 
cular perfons, out of their own fortune, or by the fale or 
pawning of jewels, but intelligence was given foon 
enough to the l^arliament, either to get flops, and fei- 
zurcs upon it, by order of the State, or to intercept the 
fupply by their navy at fea. So that much more was 
in that manner, and by that means, taken and intercepted 
at fea, than cr’er arrived at any port w'ithin his Majefly’s 
obedience: of which at that time he had only one, the 
harbour of Newcaflle. With the fame fuccefs they fent 
another agent to Brufl'els, who prevailed w'ith Don Fran- 
eifeo dc Melos, then Governor of Flanders, to difeoun- 
tenance always, and fometimes to prevent, the prepara¬ 
tions w'hich were there making by the King’s miniflers! 
And in France they had another agent, one Aulgier, a 
man long before in the conflant pay of the Crowm; who, 
though he was not received, and avowed, (to put the 
better varnifli ujron their profellions to the King), by 
that Crown, did them more fervice thait either of the 
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other; by how niucli more that people had an influence 
upon the diftempers of the three kingdoms. 

And as the Parliament made all tjiefe addrefles to fo- '"f''- 

nahrius of 

reign States and Princes, which no Parliament had er crf^niiin 
done before, fo it will be fit here to take notice how other si'mt u" * 
Princes appeared concerned on the King's behalf. Theb,'.',V,‘,",f' 
Spaniard was fiiificiently incenfed by tlie King’s recep- 
tion of the Antbafl'adors of Portugal, and, which was'"^^"'- 
more, entering into terms of amity and league with that 
Crown, and had therefore contributed notable affiftance 
to tlie rebellion in Ireland, and fent both arms and 
money thither. And fince the extravagances of this 
Parliament, the Arabaflador of Spain had made gre;it 
application to them. 

The French, according to their nature, were much 
more adfive, and more intent upon blowing the fire. 

The former commotions in Scotland had been railed by 
the fpecial encouragement, if not contrivance, of the 
Cardinal Richelieu; who had carefully kept up and 
enlarged the old franchifes of the Scots under that 
Crown; wiiich made a very fpecious fliew of wonderful 
grace and benefit, at a diftance, to that nation, and was 
of little burthen to the French ; and, in truth, of littf; 
advantage to thofe who were in full poflefllon of all 
thofe privileges. Yet, by this means, the French have 
always had a very great influence upon the afFedfions of 
that people, and opportunities to work great prejudice 
to that Crown : as nothing was more villble than that, 
by the Cardinal’s adlivity, all thofe late diftempers in 
Scotland were carried on till his death, and, by his rules 
and principles, afterwards: the French minifters always 
making their correfpondence with, and rdation to thofe 
who were taken notice to be of the Puritan party; which 
was underftood to be in order only to the oppofition of 
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tliofc coiinfels, which Ihould at any time be offered on 
the i^chalf of Spain. 

Since the beginning of this Parliament, the French 
Amhaffaclor, Monlieur la Fertc, ilificmbled not to have 
notable himiliarity with thofe who governed moft in the 
two Houfes; difeovered to them whatfoever he knew, 
or could reafonably devife to the prejudice of the King’s 
counfels and refolutions; and took all opportunities to 
leflen and undervalue the King's regal power, by apply¬ 
ing himfclf on public occafions of ftate, and in his maf- 
tcr’s name, and to impiove his intcreft, to the two Houfes 
of Parliament, (which had in no age before been eier 
known), as in the bulinefs of tranfportation of men out 
of Ireland, before remembered ; in which he caufed, by 
the importunity of the two Houfes, his Majefty’s pro- 
mife and engagement to tlie Spanifh Ambaflador to be 
rendered of no effedt. And, after that, he formally ex¬ 
hibited, in writing, a complaint to the two Houfes againft 
Sir Thomas Rowe, his Majelfy’s extraordinary Ambaf- 
fador to the Emperor, and Princes of Germany, upon 
the treaty of an accommodation on the behalf of the 
Prince Eledlor and reftitution of the Palatinate, confi¬ 
dently avowing, “ that Sir Thomas Rowe had offered, 
“ on the King’s part, to enter into a league offenfive and 
“ defenlive with the Houfe of Aufiria, and to wed all 
‘‘ their intcrefisand, in plain terms, alked them, 

whether they had given Sir Thomas inftrudtions to 
“ that purpofe ?” cxprelling a great value his maftcr had 
of the aftedtion of the Parliament of England; which' 
drew them to a return of much and unufual civilit}', 
and to afliire the French King, “ that Sir Thomas Rowe 
“ had no fuch infirudlions from them; and that they 
“ would examine the truth of it; and would be careful 
“ that nothing fhould be done and perfedled in that 

“ treaty. 
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“ treaty, which might reflect upon the good of the 
“ French King.” Whereas in tmth there was not tlie 
leaft ground or pretence for that fuggeftion; Sir Tho¬ 
mas Rowe having never made any fuch ofter, or any 
thing like it. And when, after his return out of Ger¬ 
many, he expoftulated with the French Ambaffador, for 
fuch an injurious, caufclefs inform.ation, he anfwered, 
“ that his mafter had received fuch .advertifement, and 

had given him order to do what he did.” So that it 
eafily .appeared, it was only a litftion of ftate, whereby 
they took occahon to publilh, that they would t.ake any 
gpjX)rtunity to refort to the two Houfes, and thereby to 
flatter them in their ul'urpation of any ibvereign autho- 

"J'herc is not a fadder confideration than this paffiem, 
and injuftice, in Chriftian Princesj (and I pray God the 
almighty jullice he not angry, on this account, with tlie 
government of Kings, Princes, and States), that they 
arc feldom fo Iblicitous that the law's be executed, jul- 
tice adminillcred, :ind order performed within their own 
kingdoms, as they are that all three may be difturbed 
and confounded amongft their neighbours. And there 
is no Iboncr a fjiark of diflenlion, a difeompofure in af- 
feblions, a jeaioufy in underftandings, difeerned to be in 
a neighbour province, or kingdom, to the hazarding the 
peace thereof, but they, though in league and amity, 
with their utmoft art and induftry, make it their bulinefs 
to kindle that {park into a flame, and to contrafl and 
tipen all unfettled humours, and jealous apprehenfions, 
into aperemptory difeontent, and all difeontent to fedition, 
and all fedition to open and profefTed rebellion. And they 
have rarely fo ample fatisfablion in their own greatnefs, or 
fo great a fenfe and value of God’s blelling upon them, as 
when they have been inftraments of drawing fome notori- 
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ous calamity upon their neighbours. As if the religion of 
Princes were nothing but policy, and that they conlidered 
nothing more, than to make all other kingdoms but 
their own miferablc: and becaufe God hath refen'ed 
them to be tried only within his own jurifditifion, and 
before his own tribunal, that he means to try them too 
by other laws, and rules, than he hath publifhed to the 
tvorld for his fervants to walk by. Whereas they ought 
to confider, that God hath placed them over his people 
as examples, and to give countenance to his laws by 
their own ftribb obfervation of them; and that as their fub- 
jedls are to be defended and protecifed by their Princes, 
fo they themfelves are to be afiifted and fupported by 
one another; the fundion of Kings being an order by 
itfelf: and as a contempt and breach of every law is, 
in the policy of ftate, an offence againft the perfon of 
the King, becaufe there is a kind of violation offered to 
his perfon in the tranfgreffion of that rule without which 
he cannot govern; fo the rebellion of fubjeeffs againft 
their Prince ought to be looked upon, by all other 
Kings, as an affault of their own fovereignty, and, in 
fomc degree, a delign againft monarchy itfelf; and con- 
fequently to be fupprelfed, and extirpated, in what other 
kingdom foever it is, with the like concernment as if it 
were in their own bowels. 

Befides thefe indirect artifices, and afifivity before 
mentioned in the French Ambaffador, very many of the 
Uugonots in France (with w'hom this Crown heretofore, 
it may be, kept too much correfpondence) were declared 
enemies to the King; and, in public, and in fecret, gave 
all poffible affiftance to thofe w'hoie bufinefs was to dc- 
ftroy the Church. And as this animofity proved of un- 
fpeakable inconvenience and damage to the King, 
throughout all thefe troubles, and of equal benefit to 

his 
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his enemies; fo the occafion, from whence thofe dilaf- 
fedtions grew, was very unlkilfully and imprudently 
adminittered by the ftate here. Not to fpeak of the 
bulinefs of Rochelle, which, though it ftuck deep in all, 
yet moft imputed the counfels of that time to men that 
were dead, and not to a fixed delign of the Court; they 
had a greater quarrel, whicli made them believe, that 
their very religion was perfccutcd by the Church of 
England. 

When the Reformation of religion firft begun in Eng¬ 
land, in the time of King Edward the Sixth, very many, 
out of Germany and France, left their countries, where 
the Reformation was fevcrely perfccuted, and tranfplanted 
tliemfclves, their families, and eftates, into England, 
W'hcre they w'cre received very hofpitably; and tliat 
King, with great piety and policy, by feveral adls of ftate, 
granted them many indemnities, and the free ufe of 
churches in London for the cxercifc of their religion: 
W'hereby the number of them increafed; and the benefit 
to the kingdom, by luch an accefs of trade, and improve¬ 
ment of manufadturcs, was very confiderable. Which 
Queen Elizabeth finding, and well knowing that other 
notable ufes of them might be made, enlarged their pri¬ 
vileges by new conceffions; drawing, by all means, great 
numbers over, and fuftering them to eredt churches, and 
to enjoy the exercife of their religion after their own 
manner, and according to their own ceremonies, in all 
places, where, for the conveniency of their trade, they 
chofe to relide. And fo they had churches in Norwich, 
Canterbury, and other places of the kingdom, as well as 
in London; whereby the wealth of thofe places marvel- 
loufty increafed. And, befides the benefit from thence, 
the Queen made ufc of them in her great tranfadlions ol 
ftate in France, and the Low Countries, and, by the me¬ 
diation 
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(liation and intcrpofition of tliofe ])eople, kept an ufeful 
intcreft in tliat party, in all the foreign dominions where 
they were tolerated. The fame charters of liberty were 
continued and granted to them, during the peaceable 
reign ol' King James, and in the beginning of this King’s 
feign, although, it may be, the politic confidcrations in 
thole conceffions, and connivances, were neither made 
life of, nor undeiHood. 

Some few years before thefe troubles, when the power 
of churchmen grew more tranfeendent, and indeed the 
faculties and underftandings of the lay-counfellors more 
dull, lazy, and unadlive, (for, without the lalf, the firft 
could hat e done no hurt), the Bifltops grew jealous that 
tlie countenancing another difeipline of the Church 
here, by order of the State, (for thofe foreign congrega¬ 
tions were governed by a Prclbytery, according to the 
cuftom and conftitution of thole parts of which they 
had been natives; the French, Dutch, and Walloons 
had the free ufe of feveral churches according to their 
own difeipline), would at leaft diminifh the reputation 
and dignity of the epifcopal government, and give fume 
countenance to the fadlious and Ichilmatical party in 
England to hope for fuch a toleration. 

Then there w^anted not fome fiery, turbulent, and con¬ 
tentious perfons of the fame congregations, who, upon 
private differences and conteffs, were ready to inform 
ag.ainft their brethren, and to difeover wlut, they thought, 
might prove of mofc prejudice to them; fo that, upon 
pretence that they far exceeded the liberties which were 
granted to them, and that, under the notion of foreign¬ 
ers, many Englifli feparated themfclves from the Churcli, 
and joined themfclves to thofe congregations, (which 
poflibly was in part true), the Council-board connived at, 
or interpofed not, whilft the Bifhops did fome adls of 

re- 
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reftraint, with which tliofe congregations grew gencr.Jly 
difcontented, and thought the liberty of their confci- 
ences to be taken from them; which caufed in London 
much complaining of this kind, but much more in the 
diocefe of Norwich; where Dr. Wren, the Bilhop there, 
paffionately and warmly proceeded againft them: fo 
that many left the kingdom, to the leffening the wealthy 
manufadfure there of kerfcys, and narrow cloths, and, 
which was worfe, tranfporting that myftery into foreign 
parts. 

And, that this might be fure to look like more than 
what was necellarj' to the civil policy of the kingdom, 
whereas, in all former limes, the /kinbafladors, and all 
foreign Minifters of ftate, employed from England into 
any parts where the reformed religion was exercifed, fre¬ 
quented their churches, gave all poffible countenance to 
their profeliion, and held corrcfpondence with the molt 
adfive and powerful perfons of that relation, and parti¬ 
cularly the Ambaffador Liegcr at Paris had diligently 
and conftantly frequented the church at Charenton, and 
held a fair intcrcourfe with thofe of that religion through¬ 
out the kingdom, by which they had ftill received ad¬ 
vantage, that people being induftriou3.and adtive to get 
into the fccrcts of the State, and fo deriving all neccllary 
intelligence to thofe whom they delired to gratify: the 
contrary to this was now with great induftry pradtiled, 
and fome advertifements, if not inftrudfions, given to 
the AmbalTadors there, “ to forbear any extraordinary 
• “ commerce with the men of that profeffion.” And the 
Lord Scudamore, who was the laft ordinary Ambaffador 
there, before the beginning of this Parliament, whether 
by the inclinations of his own nature, or by advice from 
others, not only declined going to Charenton, but fur- 
nilhed his own chapel, in his houfe, with fuch orna¬ 
ments. 
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iTlcnti, (U:) candles upon the comniunion-table, and the 
like), as gave great offence and umbrage to tliofe of tlie 
reformation there, wiio had not fecn the like; befides 
that he was careffd to publifh, upon all occafions, by 
himfelf, aiitl thofc who had the ncareft relation to him, 
“ that the Church of England looked noton the Hugo- 
“ nots as a part of their communion which was like- 
wife too much, and too iiiduftriouffy clifeourfed at home. 

They of the Church of England who committed the 
greateft errors this way, had, undoubtedly, not the lead 
thoughts of making alterations in it towards the counte¬ 
nancing of Popery, as hath been uncharitably conceived: 
but (having too juft caufe given them to diflike the 
pallion, and licenfe, that was taken by fome perfons in 
tile Reformed Churches, under the notion of confcience 
and religion, to the diffurbance of the peace of king¬ 
doms) iinlkilfully believed, that the total declining the 
interelt of that party, where it exceeded the necelfary 
bounds of reformation, would make this Church of 
England looked upon with more reverence; and that 
thereby the common adverfary, the Papift, w'ould abate 
fomcvvliat of his arrogance and luperciliouffiefs; aird 
that both parties,.jiioufly confidcring the charity whicii 
religion ffioidd beger, might, if not unite, yet rcirain 
from the bitternefs and imcharitablenefs of contention 
in matters of opinion, and agree in the pradfical duties 
of Chriftians and fubjedfs. Thus, contradling tlieir confi- 
dcrations in too narrow a compafs, thefe men contented 
themfclvcs with their jiious intentions, without duly- 
weighing objedtions, or tlie circuinflances of policy. 
And fome of our own communion, who diff'ered witJi 
them in opinion in this point, though they were in the 
right, not giving, and, it may be, not knowing the right 
reafons, rather confirmed than reformed them in their 

inch- 
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inclinations; neither of them (lifcernina; the true ami 
fubftantial grounds of that police, upon which that good 
correfpondence had been founded, which they were now 
about to change: and fo tlie Church of England, not 
giving the fame countenance to thofe of the religion in 
foreign parts, which it had formerly done, no fooner was 
difeerned to be under a cloud at home, but thole of 
the religion abroad were glad of the occallon to publilh 
their malice againll her, and to enter into the fame con- 
fpiracy againlt the Crown, without which they could 
have done little hurt to the Church. 

Now, to return to the courle of our liiftory ; after all 
difeourfes and motions for peace were, for a time, laid 
afide; and new thoughts of vi(d:ory, and utterly hibdu- 
ing the King’s party, again enterrained ; they found one 
trouble falling upon them, which they had leaft fuf- 
pedfed, w'unt of money; all their vaft lums colledfed, 
upon any former bills, palled by the King for the relief 
of Ireland, and payment of the debt to the Scots, and all 
their money upon fublcriptions of plate, and loans upon 
the public faith, wdiicii amounted to incredible propor¬ 
tions, were even quite wafted; and their conftant ex- 
jrence w'as fo great, that no ordinary fupply would ferve 
their turn ; and they eafily difeerned, that tlieir money 
only, and not their caufe, procured them foldiers of all 
kinds; and that they could never fupport their pow'er, 
if their pow'cr was not able to fupply them. All volun¬ 
tary loans were at an end, and the public faith thought 
a fecurity not to be relied on, and by how much greater 
the difficulty was, by fo much the more fatal would the 
finking under it jirove; and therefore it was with the 
more vigour to be refifted. In the end, they refolved 
upon the thorough execution of their full fovereign 
power, and to let the pco[>lc fee what they might truft 
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to; in wliich it is ncccHary to obfervc the arts, and de¬ 
grees of their motion. 

They lirfi ordered, “ that committees fliould be named 
“ in all counties, to take care for jtrovifions of victuals 
“ for the army, and alfo for the taking up of horfes lor 
“ fervice in the field, dragooners and draught horfes, 
“ and for borrowing of money and plate to fupply the 
“ army; and upon certificate from thofe committees,” 
(who had jtower to fet what value or rates they pleafed 
upon thefe jtrovifions of any kind), “ the lame fhould 
“ be entered with their treafurer, who Ihould hereafter 
“ repay the fame. It was then alleged, that this would 
“ only draw lujtplies from their friends, and the well af- 
“ fe(^ed; and that others, wdio cither liked not their 
“ proceedings, or loved their money better than the 
“ liberty of their ctaintry, would not contribute.” Upon 
this it was ordered, “ that in cafe the owners ivfufed to 
“ bring in money, provifions, ])late, and horfe, upon the 
“ public faith, for the ufe of the army; for the better 
“ preventing the fpoil, and embezzling of fuch pro\i- 
“ lions of money, plate, and horfes, by the diforder of 
" the foldicrs, atid that they may not come into the 
‘‘ hands of the enemies, that the committees, or any two 
“ of them, Ihould be authorifed, and enabled to fend 
“ Ibr fuch provifions, money, plate, and horfes; and to 
“ take the fame into their culfody, and to fet indift’erenr 
value and rate upon them; which value they fhould 
“ certify to the treafurers, for tlie proportions to be re- 
paid at fuch time, and in Inch manner, as Ihould be 
“ ordered by both lloufes of Parliament.” 

d'his was done only to Ihew what they meant to do 
over all Isngland, and as a ftock of credit to them. 
For at prefent it would neither fupply their wants; nei¬ 
ther was it feafonable for them, or indeed pofliblc to 
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endeavour tlie execution of it in many counties. Lu;i- 
don was the place from whence only their prefent help 
muft come. To them therefore they declared, “ that 
“ the King’s army had made divers afleflinents upon 
“ fevcral counties, and the fubjedfs were compelled, by 
“ the foldicrs, to jtay the fame; which army, if it con- 
“ tinued, would foon ruin and wafte the whole hint:- 
“ dom; and overtlirow religion, law, and liberty: that 
“ there was no |)robable way, untlcr God, for the fup- 
“■ prefiing that army, and other ill-aftedled perfons, but 
“ by the army raifed by the authority of the Parlia- 
“ ment; which army could not be maintained, without 
“ great fums of money; and for raifing Inch fums, there 
“ could be no adb of Parliament jtalled with his Majef- 
“ ty’s aflent, albeit there was great juftice that liich 
“ money Ihould be railed: that, hitherto, the army had 
‘‘ been, for the moft part, maintained by the voluntary 
“ contributions of wcll-afredlcd people, who had freely 
“ contributed according to their alhlities: that there 
“ were divers others within the cities of London and 
“ Weftminfter, and the lulturbs, that had not contri- 
“ buted at all towards the mainten.ance of that army, or 
“ if they had, j et not anfwerable to their eftafes; who 
“ notwithftanding received benefit and protedlion by 
“ the fame army, as well as any others; and therefore 
“ it w'as moft juft, that they fhould, as well as others, 
“ be charged to contribute to the mainlenance thereof.” 

Upon thefe grounds and rcafons, it was ordained, 
“ by the' authority of Parliament, that Ilaac Penning- 
“ ton, the then Lord Mayor of London, and fome other 
“ Aldermen, and citizens, or any four of them, fliould 
“ have power and authority to nominate, and appoint, 
“ in every ward, w'ithin the city of London, fix llicii 
“perfons as they fhould think fit, who Ihould have 

La power 
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“ power to enquire of all who had not contributed upon 
“ the propohtions concerning the railing of money, 
“ plate, &c. and of fuch able men who had contributed, 
“ yet not according to their eftates and abilities; and 
thofe pcrfnns fo fubftituted, or any four of them, 
“ witliin their feveral wards and limits, Ihoidd have 
power to allefs all perfons of ability who had not con- 
“ tributed, and alfo thofe who had contributed, yet not 
‘‘ accordingto their ability,to pay fuch fums ot moncy,ac- 
“ cording to their eftates, as the allclibrs, or any four of 
“ them, fliould think reafonabie, fo as the fame exceeded 
“ not the twentieth jrart of their eftates; and to nominate 
“ lit perfons for the receipt thereof. And if any pcrlon 
“ fo alielied fliould refufe to pay the money fo alfelied 
“ upon him, it Ihould be lawful for the alleftbrs and 
“ collectors to le\ y that fura by way of diftrefs, and 
“ fale of the goods of perlims fo refuftng. And if any 
“ perfon dilirained ihould make reliftance, it Ihould 
‘‘ be lawful ibr the aHeflbrs imd collectors to call to 
“ their alliftance any of the Trained Bands of London, 
“ or any other of his Majdty's liibjccts; who were rc- 
“ quired to be aiding and aftifting to them. The 
'• biirgelles of VVeftminlier and Southwark, and a com- 
“ niiitec apjiointed to that purpole, were to do the fame 
“ within thofe limits, as the other in London.” 

And that there might be no ftrat.agem to avoid this 
lax, (fo ftrange and unlooked for), by afecond ordinance 
in exjilanation of the former, they ordained, “ that, if 
“ no Itifticient diftrefs could be found for the payment 
of what Ihould be aft’efted, the collectors fhould have 
“ })o\ver to enquire of any fum of money due to thofe 
perfons fo aflefted, from what perfons foever, for rents, 
“ goods, or debts, or for any other thing or caufe what- 
foever. And tlie collctifors h,ad power to receive all 

“ fuch 
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fuch debts, until the full value of the fums fo aUcHeil, 
“ and the charges in levying or rcco\cring the fame, 
“ iTiould be fatisfied: and Iclb the difeovery of thoie 
“ debts might be dilTicult, the lame collectors had 
“ power to compound for anv rents, goods, or debts, 
“ due to fuch perfons fo aHetfed, with any j)erfon by 
“ whom the fame was due, and to give full difeharge;, 
“ for the money fo compounded for, which ihould Ite 
“ good and cfl'eCtual to all purpofes. And if the mom y 
“ atrclfed could not be levied by any of thefe wa\s, 
“ then the perions atfclled fliould be imprifoned in liicli 
“ places of the kingdom, and for fo long time, as the 
“ committee of the Iloui'e of Commons for examinations 
“Ihould appoint, and order; and the families of ail 
“ Inch perfons fo imprifoned Ihould no longer remain 
“ within the cities of London or Weftminfter, the 
“ luburbs, or the counties adjacent. 7\nd all airefl()rs 
“ and collectors fhould have the protection of both 
“ Iloufes of I’arliament, for their indemnity in that 
“ fervice, and receive allowance for their pains, and 
“ cliargcs.” Several additional and explanatory orders 
they made for the better execution of this grand one, 
by every of which fome claufe of leverity, ;tnd monltrous 
irregularity, was added ; and, for the complement of all, 
they ordered that thcmfelves, the members of either 
Houfe, ihould not be aifeifed by any but theiufelvcs. 

The truth is, the King w'as not forty to fee this ordi¬ 
nance, which he thought fo prodigious, that he fliouid 
have been a greater gainer by it than they that made it; 
feeing it was fo palpable and clear a demonftration oi 
the tyranny the people were to live under, that they 
would eafily have difeerned the change of their condi¬ 
tion ; yet he took fo much pains, to awaken his fubjeCis 
i(j a due apprehenfion of it, and to apply the thorough 
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confiderati(;n of it to them, that he publlfhed a declara¬ 
tion upon that ordinance; the which, prefenting many 
things to them, wliich have fince fallen out, may be, in 
tliis place, lit to be infcrtcd in the King’s own words, 
which were tiicfe ; 

U ' “ It would not be believed, (at leaft great pains have 

'■ been taken that it might not), that the pretended or- 
t). 'fnmu7 '' of the militia, (the hrft attempt that ever was, 

i-idin,in,r u (q make a law by ordinance, without our confent), or 
“ the keeping us out of JIull, and taking our arms and 
“ ammunition from us, could any way concern the in- 
“ lerelf, property, or liberty of the fubjedl: and it was 
“ confctled, by that delperatc declaration itfelf of the 
“ a6tli of May, that if they were found guilty of that 
‘‘ chargi' of dcllroying the title and intercfl of our fub- 
“ jec^Is to their lands and goods, it were indeed a very 
“ great crime. But it was a ftrange fatal lethargy which 
'• had I'cized our good people, and kept thent from dif- 
■' cerning that the nobility, gentry, and Commonalty 
" ot England were not only ftripped of their pre- 
eminences and privileges, but of their liberties and 
•' elbites, when our juft rights w’cre denied us; and that 
no lubjeCl: could from thenceforth expedl to dwell at 
home, w'hen w'c were driven from our houfes and our 
“ towns. It w'as not pollible, that a commiftion could 
“ be granted to the Karl of J'ifl'ex, to raife an army 
“ againft us, and, for the fafety of our perfon, and pre- 
fervation of the peace of the kingdom, to purfue, kill, 
and flay us, and all who wifli well to us, but that, 
“ in a fhort time, inferior commanders, by the fame au- 
“ thority, would require our good fubjeefts, for the 
“ maintenance of the property of the fubjeft, to fupply 
them with fuch fums of money as they think fit, upon 
“ the penalty of being plundered with all extremity of 

“ war. 
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war, (as the title of Sir Edward Bainton’s warrai'.t uins 
“ againft our poor lubje^ts in Wiltllrire), and by luch 
“ rules of unlimited arbitrary power as are inconliftent 
“ with the leaft pretence or lhadow of that property, it 
“ would feem to defend. 

“ If there could be 3-et any underhanding fo untkilful 
“ and fupine to believe, that thefe difturbers of the pub- 
“ lie peace do intend any thing but a general confufion, 

“ they have brought them a lad argument tt) their own 
“ doors to convince them. After this ordinance and 
“ declaration, it is not in any lober man’s power to be- 

lievc himlelf to be worth any thing, or that there is 
“ fuch a thing as law, liberty, or pioperty, left in hlng- 
“ land, under the jurifdidlion of thefe men. And the 
“ lame power that robs them now oi the twentieth part 
“ of their elhttcs, hath, by that, but made a claim, and 
“ entitled itfelf to the other nineteen, when it fliall be 
“ thought fit to haften the general ruin. Sure, if the 
“ minds of all men be not ftubbornly prepared for fer- 
“ virude, they wall look on this ordinance, as the great- 
“ eft prodigy of arbitrary power and tyranny, that any 
“ age hath brought forth in any kingdom. Other 
“ grievances (and the greateft) have been conceived 
“ intolerable, rather by the logic and confequence, than 
“ by the prefiiire itfelf: this at once fw'ceps away all 
“ that the waldom and juftice of Parliaments have pro- 
“ vided for them. Is their property in their eftates, (I'o 
“ carefully looked to by their anceftors, and lb amply 
“ eftablilhed by us, t^ainft any poffibility of invafion 
“ from the Crowm), which makes tlie meaneft fubjebl: as 
“ much a lord of his own as the greateft Peer, to be 
“ valued, or confidered ? Here is a twentieth part of 
“ every man’s eftate, or fo much as four men will plcali' 

“ to call the twentieth part, taken away at once, and yet 

I. 4 “a power 
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“ a po'.Mi' left to take a twentieth ftill of that which re- 
“ mains; ami this to be levied by fuch circiimftances of 
“ feverit)-, as no adt of Parliament ever confented to. 

“ Is their liberty, which diftinguifhes fubje^fs from 
(laves, and in which tliis free-born nation hath the ad- 
“ 'vantage of all Chriftendom, dear to them ? They fliall 
“ not only be imprifoned in fucli places of this king- 
*• dom, (a latitude of judgmetit no court can challenge 
“ to itlclf in any cafes), but for lb long time as die 
“ committee of the I loufc of Commons for examination 
“ (hall appoint and order: the lloufe of Commons itfclf 
“ having never atllimed, or in the leaft degree pretended 
“ to, a power of judicature ; having no more authority 
“ to adminifter an oath, the only way to difeover and 
'• find out the truth of fabfs, than to cut oft' the heads 
" of any of our fubjerfts; and this committee being fo 
•• far from being a part of the Parliament, that it is de- 
“ (irubtivc to the whole, by ufurping to itfelf all the 
“ power of King, Lords, and Commons. All who 
“ know any thing of Parli.aments know that a com- 
•' inittce of either lloufe ought not, by the law', to 
•' publifti their own refults; neither are their conclulions 
“ of any I'orce, without the confirmation of the lloufe, 
“ which hatli the lame power of controlling them, as if 
“ the matter had never been debated. But that any 
“ committee fliould be fo contracted, (as this of exami- 
“ ration, a ft tie no committee ever bore before this 
“ Parliament), as to exclude the members of the Houfe, 
“ who are ctpially trulted by their country, from being 
“ prefent at the counfels, is fo monftrous to the privi- 
“ leges of Parliament, that it is no ffiore in the pow'er of 
“ any man to give up that freedom, than of himfelf to 
“ order, that, from that time, die place for which he 
ferves lhall never more feud a.Knight or Burgefs to the 

“ Parlia- 
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“ Parliament; and in truth is no lefs than to alter the 
“ whole frame of Government, to pull up Parliaments 
“ by the roots, and to commit the lives, liberties, and 
“ eftates, of all the people of England to the arbitrary 
“ power of a few unqualified perfons, w'ho Bull difpofe 
“ thereof according to their difc!retion, without account 
“ to any rule or authority whatfoever. 

“ Arc their friends, their wives, and children, tlie great- 
“ eft bieffings of peace, and comforts of life, precious 
to them ? Would their penury and imprifonment be 
“ lefs grievous by thofe cordials ? They Brail be <ii- 
“ vorced from them, baniBred, and Brail no longer rc- 
“ main wdtliin the cities of London and Weftminfter, 
“ the fuburbs and the counties adjacent; and how far 
“ thofe adjacent counties tlrall extend no nran knows. 
“ Is there now any tiring left to enjoy hut the liberty to 
“rebel, and deftroy one another? Are the outward 
“ bleBings only of peace, property, and liberty, taken 
“ and forced from our fubjeAs ? Are their confcienccs 
“ free and unaflaulred by the violence of thefc firebrands? 
“ Sure the liberty and frecdonr of confcience cannot fuf- 
“ fer by thefe men. Alas! all thefe puniBrments are 
“ impolcd upon tliem, becaufe they will not fubmit to 
“ adlions contrary to their natural loyalty, to their oaths 
“ of allegiance and fupremac)-, and to their late volun- 
“ tary proteftation, wliich obliges them to the care of 
“ our perfon, and our juft rights. 

“ How many perfons of honour, quality, and reputa- 
tion, of the fcveral counties of England, are now im- 
“ prifoned, w'ithout any objeiftions againft. them, but 
“ fufpicion of their loyalty ! How many of the graveft 
“ and moft iiibftantial citizens of London, by whom the 
“ government and difeipline of that city was prefen’ed, 
“ arc clifgraced, robbed, and imprifoned, without any 

“ pro- 
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“ procefs of law, or colour (;f accufatiun, but of obcdi- 
“ ence to tlie law and government of tlic kingdom! 
“ whilft Analiayrtilbs and Brownifts, with the afliltance 
“ of V icious and debauched perfons of tlelperate fortunes, 
“ take upon them to break up and rifle iioufes, as pub- 
“ lie and avowed minillers of a new-in\ented authority. 
“ How many godly, jhous, and i)ai(iful Divines, whole 
“ lives and learning have made tliem of reverend elfi- 
“ mation, arc now llandcred with inclination to Popery. 

difcountcnanced, and imprifoned, for dilcliarging their 
“ confciences, inftruffing tlie people in the Chriftian 
“ iluty of religion and obedience! whilft fchilmatical, 
“ illiterate, and fcandalous preachers fill the pulpits and 
“ churches with blafphcmy, irreverence, and treafon; 
‘‘ and incite their auditory to nothing but murder and 
“ rebellion. 

“ We pafs over the vulgar charm, by which tliey 
“ have captivated fuch who have been contented to dil’- 
“ penfe with their confciences for the ])refervation of 
“ their eftates, and by which they perfuade men cheer- 
“ fully to part with this twentieth part of their eftates to 
“ the good work in hand. P'or whofoever will give 
“ what he hath may cfcape robbing. They ihall be 
“ repaid upon the jntblic faith, as all other monevs lent 
upon the propofitions of both llotdes. It may be fo. 
“ But men muft be condemned to a ttrangc unthrifti- 
“ nefs, who w'ill lend wpon fitch fecurity. The public 
“ faith indeed is as great an carneft as^he State can give, 
“ and engages the honour, reputati^i and honefty of 
“ the nation, and is tlie atft of the kingtiom: it is the fe- 
“ curity of the King, the Lords, and Commons, which 
“ can never need an executor, can never die, never be 
“ bankrupt; and therefore we willingly confented to it 
for the indemnity of olir good fiibjetfts of Scotland, 

“ (who, 
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“ (who, we hope, will not think the wotfe of it for being 
“ i'o often and fo cheaply mentioned lince.) But that 
“ a vote of one, or both Houles, fltould be an engage- 
“ ment upon the public faith, is as impoffible as that 
“ the committee of the Houfe of Commons for exami- 
“ nation lliould be the high court of Parliament. 

“ And what is or can be laid, with the Icaft fliadow 
“ of reafon, to juftify thefc extravagances ? We have 
“ not heard lately of the fundamental laws, which uled 
“ to w'arrant the innovations: thefe need a refuge even 
“ below thole foundations. I'hey will fay, they cannot 
“ manage their great undertakings without fuch extra- 
“ ordinary ways. We think io too. But that proves 
“ only, they have undertaken fomewhat tliey ought not 
‘‘ to undertake, not that it is lawful for them to do any 
“ thing that is convenient for thole ends. We remcm- 
“ bered them long ago, and we cannot do it too often, 
“ of that excellent fpeech of Mr. Pym’s. Tlie law is 
“ that w'hich puts a difference betwixt good and evil, juft 
“ and unjuft; if you take away the law, all things will 
‘‘ be in a confufion, every man will become a law' unto 
“ himfelf; which, in the depraved condition of human 
“ nature, muff needs produce many great enormities. 
“ Luff w'ill become a law, and envy will become a law', 
“ covetoufnefs and ambition will become laws; and what 
“ didfates, what clecilion, fuch laws will produce,’ may 
“ cafily be difeerned: it may indeed by fad inftances 
“ over the whole kingdom. 

• “ But will pofferity believe, that, in the fame Parlia- 
“ ment, this doeffrine was avowed with that acclamation, 
“ and thefe inffances after produced ? That, in the fame 
“ Parliament, fuch care was taken that no man fliould be 
“ committed in what cafe foever, without the caufe of his 
“ imprifonment exprelfed; and that all men ffiould be im- 

“ mediately 
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“ mecliatfly bailed in all cafes bailable; and, during the 
“ fame Parliament, that Alderman Pennington, or indeed 
“ any lx)dy elfe, but tlie fworn minifters of jufrice, fhould 
“ imprilon whom they would, and for what they would, 
“ and for as long time as they would ? That the King 
“ Ihould be reproached with breach of privilege, for ac- 
“ curing Sir John Hotham of higli treafon, when with 
“ force of arms he kept him out of Hull, and defpifed 
“ him to his face, becaul’e in no cafe a member of either 
“ Houle migiit be committed, or accufed without leave 
“ of that Hotifc of which he is a member; and yet that, 
** during the fame Parliament, the fame Alderman lhall 
“ commit the Earl of Middlefex, a Peer of the realm, 
“ and the Lord Buckhurft, a member of the Houle of 
“ (Commons, to the Counter, without re[)rehenfion ? 
“ d'hat to be a traitor (which is defined, and every man 
“ underftands) flioukl be no crime; and to be called 
“ Malignant, w'hieh nobody knows the meaning of, 
“ fhould be ground enough for clofe imprifonment ? 
“ That a law fhould be made, that whofoever fhould 
“ prefume to take tonnage and poundage without an aH 
“ of Parliament, fliould incur the penalty of a pnemu- 
“ nire; and, in the fame Parliament, that the fame im- 
“ polition fliould be laid u]wn our fubjedfs, and taken 
“ by order of both Houles, without and againft our 
“ cr)nfcnt ? Lafily, that, in the fame Parliament, a law 
‘‘ fhould be made to declare the proceedings and judg- 
“ ment upon fhip-money to be illegal, and void ; and, 
" during tliat Parliament, that an order of both Houfcs 
“ fhall, upon pretence of neceffity, enable four men to 
“ take away the rwcntJ^'.part of their eftates from all 
their neighbours, itw^lng to their diferetion. 

“ But our- good fubjedfs will no longer look upon 
“ tliefe and the like rcfulis, as upon the counfels and 
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“ condulions of both our Houfes of Parliament; (though 
“ all tlic world knows, even that authority can never 
“ jullify things unwarrantable by the law.) They well 
“ know how few of the perfons trufted by them are 
“ trufted at their confultations, of above five hundred 
“ of the Commons not fourfeore; and of the Houle of 
“ Peers, not a fifth part: that they who are prefent en- 
“ joy not the privilege and freedom of Parliament, but 
“ are befieged by an army, and awed by the fame tu- 
“ mults which drove us and their fellow members from 
“ thence, to coni'ent to what fome few feditious, fehifma- 
“ tical perfons among them do propofe. Thcfe are the 
“ men, wlio, joining with the Anabaptifts and Brown- 
“ ills of London, firft changed the go\ ernment and dil- 
'• cipline of that city; and now, by the pride and power 
“ of that city, would undo the kingdom; whilft their 
“ Lord Mayijr, aperfon accufed and known to be guilty 
“ of high trealbn, by a new legillative power of his own, 
“ luppreftes and reviles the Book of Common Prayer, 
“ robs and imprifons whom he thinks fit; and, with tlie 
“ rabble of his fadion, gives law's to both Houles of Par- 
“ liament, and tells them, 'Huy 7 i'/ll have no accommoJa- 
‘‘ t'wn: whilft tlie members lent, and entrufted by their 
“ countries, are expelled the Houle, or committed, for 
“ refufing to take the oath of allbciation to live and die 
“ with the Earl of Ellex, as very lately Sir Sydney 
“ Mountague. Thcfe arc the men who har e prefumed 
“ to fend Amballadors, and to enter into treaties with 
foreign States in their own behalf, having at this time 
“ an agent of their own with the States of Holland, to 
“ negociate for them upon private inftrudtions: tliefe 
“ are the men who', not thinking they have yet brouglit 
" mifehief enough unto this kingdom, at this time in- 
*' vite and folicit our fubjedts of Scotland, to enter this 

“ land 
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“ land with an army againft us: in a word, thcfe are the 
“ men who have made this laft devouring ordinance to 
“ take away all law', liberty, and property from our peo- 
“ pie, and have by it really a<Sle<l that upon our people, 
“ which with infinite malice, and no colour or ground, 
“ was laboured to be infufed into them, to have Ixen 
“ our intention by the commiflions of array. 

“We have done: What power and authority thefe 
“ men have, or w'ill have, we know not; for ourfclf, 
“ w'c challenge none luch. We look upon the prcfliires 
“ and inconveniences our good fubjedfs bear, even by 
“ us, and our anny, (which the army firft railed by 
“ tlicm enforced us to raife in our defence, and their 
“ refufal of all offers and defires of treaty enforcctii us to 
“ keep), with very much fadnefs of heart. Wc are fo 
“ far from requiring a tw'entieth part of their eftates, 
“ though for their own vifible prefervation, tliat, as w-e 
“ have already I'old or pawned our ow'n jewels, and coined 
“ our own plate, fo we are willing to fell ail our owm lands 
“ and houles for their relief: yet we do not doubt but 

our good fubjedfs will ferioufly confider our condition, 
“ and their own duties, and think our readinefs to pro* 
“■ tedf them with the utmoft hazard of our life, deferves 
“ tlicir reiidinefs to affift us with fome part of their for- 
“ tunes; and, W'hilft other men give a twentieth part of 
“ their eftates to enable them to forfeit the other nine- 
“ teen, that they will extend themfelves to us in a libc- 
“ ral and free proportion, for the preleiw'ation (jf the 
“ reft, and for the maintenance of God’s true religion, 
“ the laws of the land, the liberty of tiie fubjedl;, and the 
“ fofety and very being of Parliaments, and this king- 
“ dom : for if all thefe ever were, or can be, in manifeft 
“ danger, it is now in this prefent rebellion againft us. 

“ Laftly, we will and require all our loving fubjedfs, 

“ of 
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‘‘ of wliat degree or quality foever, as they will anfwer 
‘‘ it to God, to us, and to pofterity, by their oaths of 
“ allegiance and fupremacy-; as they would not be 
“ looked uj)on now, and remembered hereafter, as be- 
“ travers of the laws and liberties they were born to; 
“ that they in no degree fubmit to this wild pretended 
“ ordinance, and that they prei'umc not to give any cn- 

couragement or alTiftance to the army now in rebcl- 
‘‘ lion againft us; which if notwithftanding they fliall 
“ do, they muil expedf from us the fevereft punifhment 
“ the law can inflift, and a perpetual infamy with all 
“ good men.” 

W’hatfoever every man could Liy to another againlt, 
that ordinance, and whatfoeter the King faid to them 
all againff it, it did bring in a great fupply of money, 
and gat e them a ftock of credit to borrow more; fo 
that the army was again drawn out, though but to win¬ 
ter quarters, twenty miles from London, and the Earl of 
Ell'ex fixed his head quarters at Windfor, to firaiten the 
King’s new garrifon at Keading, and fent ftrong parties 
itill abroad, which got as much ground as, at that time 
of the year, could realonably be cxpcAed; that is, 
brought thole adjacent counties entirely under the obe¬ 
dience of the Parliament, which would at leaft have kept 
rhcmfelvcs neutral; and ftill perfuaded the people, “ that 
“ their work was even at an end, and that the King’s 
“ forces would be fvvallovved up in a very fhort time 
fo that there was no day, in which they did not publifli 
themfelves to have obtained Ibme notable viblory, or 
taken fome town, when in truth each party wifely ab- 
fiained from difturbing the other: yet tlie bulk of their 
fupply came only from the city of London. For though 
their ordinance extended over the whole kingdom, they 
had power to execute it only tlterc; for it was not yet 

time 
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time to try the afTefl:ions of all places within their own 
verge, with the fevere exercil'e of that authority. 

And therefore <li\ ers of the wealrhieft and moft fub- 
ftantial citizens of London, obferving liberty to be taken 
by all men to petition the Iloufes, and the multitude 
of the petitioners to carry great autliority with them, 
and from thofe multitudes, and that authority, the brand 
to have been laid upon the city, “ of being an enemy 
“ to peace,” met together, and prepared a very modeft 
and moderate petition to the Houles; in which they 
clelired ‘‘ Inch propofitions and addrcfles might be made 
“ by them to his Majcily, as he might with his honour 

comply with, and thereby a liappy peace • enfue 
which, being ligned by many thoul'and hands, W'as re.ady 
to be prefented, but was not received by the Houle of 
Commons, for no other realon publicly gi\en, but 
“ that it was prepared by a multitude and objetdions 
were framed agaiitfl the principal promoters of it, upon 
other pretences of delinquency ; fo that they were com¬ 
pelled to forfake the town, and that party w'cre, for the 
prelent, difcountenanced. 

At the fame time the inhabitants of WeftminRer, 
St. Martin’s, and Covent-Garden, who always tindeiwenf 
tlic imputation of being well afletded fo the King, pre¬ 
pared the like petition, and met with the fame reproach, 
being ftricRlv inhibited to ajtproacli the Houfes with 
more than fix in company. ’Fliis unequal kind of j)ro- 
cceding added nothing to their reputation, and they 
ealily difeerned thole humours, thus obRrurted, would 
break out the more violently: therefore they again re¬ 
lumed all profeffions of a delire of peace, and ap¬ 
pointed a committee to prej)are propofitions to be fent 
to the King to that purpofe; and becaufe they found 
that would be a w(;rk of time, (for the reafons which 

will 
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will be anon remembered), and that many arts were to 
be applied to the feveral afFe<flions, and to wipe out the 
imagination that the city dellred peace upon any other 
terms than they did, and the difadvantage that accrued 
to them by fuch imagination, and alfo to ftay the appe¬ 
tite of thofc who were importunate to have any advance 
made towards peace, having procured, by the aftivity 
of their agents and minifters, to have fuch a Common 
Council chofen, for the city, as would undoubtedly com¬ 
ply with their defires and deligns, they underhand di- 
rec'^cd their own Mayor to engage that body in fuch a 
petition to his Majefty, as, carrying the fenfe and repu¬ 
tation of the whole city, might yet lignify nothing to 
the prejudice of the two Houfes; and fo a petition was 

framed in thefc w'ords: 

« 

To the King’s moft excellent Majefty; 

The hwnhle Petiiion of the Mayor, Aldermen^ and 
Commons of the city of London, 

Sheweth, 

“ That the petitioners, your Majefty’s moft humble a petition 
and loyal fubjeefts, being much pierced with the long to tile 
“ and great diviftons between your Majefty and both*^'"®’ 
your Houfes of Parliament, and with the fad and 
“ bloody efFefts thereof, both here and in Ireland, are 
“ yet more deeply wounded by the mifapprehenlion, 

“ which your Majefty feemeth to entert^n of the love 
and loyalty of this your city, as if there were fomc 
“ caufe of fear, or fufpicion of danger to your royal 
perfon, if your Majefty fhould return hither; and 
“ that this is made the unhappy bar to that bleflM re- 
conciliation with your great and moft faithful council 
“ for preventing titat defolation, and deftrudion, which 
VOL. a. p, I. M “ a 
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“ is now moft apparently imminent to your Majefty, 
“ and all your kingdoms. 

“ For fatisfadlion therefore of your Majeftjf, and 
“ clearing of the petitioners’ innocency, they moft hum- 
“ bly declare, as formerly they have done, that they 
‘‘ are no way confeious of any diftoyalty, but abhor all 
“ thoughts thereof; and that they are refolved to make 
“ good their late folemn proteftation, and facred vow, 
“ made to Almighty God; and, with the laft drop of 
“ their deareft bloods, to defend and maintain the true 
“ Reformed Proteftant Religion, and, according to the 
“ duty of their allegiance, your Majefty’s royal perfon, 
“ honour, and eftate, (whatfoever is malicioufly and 
" falfely fuggefted to your Majefty to the contrary), as 
“ well as the power and privileges of Parliament, and 
“ the lawful rights and liberty of the fubjeft: and do 
“ hereby engage themfelves, their eftates, and all they 
“ have, to their utmoft power, to defend and preferve 
“ your Majefty, and both Houfes of Parliament, from 
“ all tumults, affronts, and e iolence, with as much loy- 
“ alty, love, and duty, as ever citizens exprefled towards 
“ your Majefty, or any of your royal progenitors in 
“ their greateft glory. 

“ The petitioners therefore, upon their bended 
‘‘ knees, do moll humbly befcech your Majefty, to re- 

turn to your Parliament, (accompanied with your 
“ royal, not martial attendance), to the end that religion, 
“ laws, and liberties, may be fettled and fecured, and 
“ wliatfoevcr is amifs in church and commonwealth 
“ reformed by their advice, according to the fundamen- 
“ tal conftitutions of this kingdom: and that fuch a 
“ peace may thereby be obtained, as ftiall be for the 
“ glory of God, the honour and happinefs of your 
‘‘ Majefty and pofterity, and welfare of all your loyal 

“ fub- 
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“ fubjcds; wlio, (tlie petitioners are fully alTured), 
“ whatfoever is given out to the contrary, do unani- 
“ moully dcfire the peace herein exprelTed.” 

Though this petition was in efFedf no other than to 
defire the King to dilband his army, and to put himfelf 
into the abl'olute dii'pofal of the Parliament, and there¬ 
fore all wife men concluded that no great progrefs 
would be made by it towards peace; yet fo fotted and 
infatuated were the people, that, upon this very petition, 
they were prevailed with to fubmit to another fubferip- 
rion for money and plate, for the neceflary provilion of 
arms, ammunition, and pay of their army, until their 
difbanding and return home to their feveral counties: 
that lb they might not be occalioned, through want of 
pay, to plunder, rob, or pillage by the way homewards, 
after their difeharge and difmillion. So that men were 
perfuaded that this was now the laft tax they Ihould be 
invited to, though every one of thofe ordinances and 
declarations loaded the King with fame new calumnies 
and reproaches, that it was plain the authors of them 
meant not fo foon to jrut themfelves under his fubjec- 
tion. 

This petition was, about the tenth of January, 1642, 
prefented to the King at Oxford, by fome Aldermen, 
and others of the Common Council, who were for the 
moll part of moderate inclinations. The King conli- 
dered fadly what anfwer to return; for, albeit it ap¬ 
peared that the petition had been craftily framed by 
tliofe who had no thoughts of peace, and that there was 
no argument in it to hope any good from that people ; 
yet there were, to vulgar undeiilandings, very fpecious 
and popular profelllons of great piety, and zeal to his 
fervice, and care of his fecurity; and he was to be very 
tender in feeming to doubt the inclinations and affec- 

M 2 tions 
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tions of that city, by whofe ftrength chiefly the war was 
fupjjortcc], and tliat ftrength procured by corrupting 
thole alfeftions; and therefore the King was not forty 
to have this opportunity of faying fomewhat, and com¬ 
municating Jiimfclf freely to the city, being perfuaded, 
that the ill they did, jtrocccded rather from milinforma- 
tion, than any generd or habitual malice in them. All 
his proclamations, melliigcs, and declarations, had been 
with fo much induftry fupprelled there, that they were 
not in truth generally informed of the matter of fa^f, 
and tlie juftice of the King’s caufe; and therefore he 
was perfuaded that if he crtlarged himfclf, in his anfwer 
to tliis petition, and expoled thofe few men who were 
molf notorioully malignant againft the government of 
the Church and State, and who were generally known to 
be fo, to the knowledge of the people, that it would at 
lead: lell'en their power and ability to do hurt; and fo he 
relolved to return an anlwer to them in thefe words; 

Tiif King’s “ That his TMajefty doth not entertain any mifappre- 
a'.iw-.r. hcnlion ol the love and loy.alty of his city of London; 
“ as he hath always cNprelfed a lingular regard anil 
elicem of the allcAions ol' that city, and is dill delirous 
“ to make it his chief place of rclidcnce, and to continue, 
” and renew many marks of his favour to it; fo he be- 
“ lieves, much the bettei and greater part of that his 
“ city is full of love, dut), and loyalty to his Majedy; 
“ and that the tumwlts which heretofore forced his 
“ Majedy, for his liti'ety, to leave that, place, though 
“ they were contrived and encouraged by fome principal 
•• members thereof, (who are lince well known, though 
“ they are aboyC/the reach of judice), confided more 
“ of defperate pcrfons of the fuburbs, and the ncigh- 
bouriiig towns, (who w-ere milled too by the cunning 
“ and malice of their feducers), than of the inhabitants 

“ of 
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“ of that city. lie looks on his good fubjcfts there as 
“ perfons groaning under the fame burtiien which doth 
“ opprefs his Majcfly, and awed by the fame perfons 
“ who begot thofe tumults, and the fame army wlrich 
“ gave battle to his Majefty: and therefore, as no good 
“ I'ubjedI can more defire, from his Ibul, a compolure 
“ of the general diftraftions; fo no good citizen can 
“ more defire the eftabliihment of the particular peace 
“ and profperity of that place, by his Majefty’s accels 
“ thither, than his Majefty himfelf doth. 

“ But his Majefty defires his good fubjeefts of Tx)n- 
“ (Ion ferioufiy to confider, what confidence his Ma- 
“ jefty can have of feciirity tliere, whilft the laws of the 
“ land are io notorioufly defpifed, and trampled under 
“ foot, and the wholefome government of that city, 
“ heretofore fo fiimous over all the world, is now fub- 
“ mitted to the arbitrary power of a fcav defperate per- 
“ fons, of no reputation, but for malice and diftoyalty 
“ to him ; whilft arms are taken up, not only without, 
“ but againft his confent and exprefs command, and 
“ colleftions publicly made, and contributions avowed, 
“ for the maintenance of the army which hatli given 
“ him battle, and therein ufed all poftible means treafon 
“ and malice could fuggeft to them, to have taken his 
“ life from him, and to have deftroyed his royal iftlie ; 
“ whilft fuch of his Majefty’s fubjeefts, who, out of 
“ duty and aftedfion to his Majefty, and compaflioh ol' 
“ their bleeding countr}^, have laboured for peace, arc 
“ reviled, injured, and murdered, even by the magi- 
“ ftrates of tliat city, or by their direeftions: laftly, what 
“ hopes his Majefty can have of fafety there, whilft 
“ Alderman Pennington, their pretended Lord Mayor, 
“ the principal author of thofe calamities which fo 

M3 “ nearly 
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“ nearly threaten the ruin of that famous city, Ven, 
“ Foulke, and Manwairing, all perfons notoriouHy guilty 
“ of fchifm and high treafon, commit fuch outrages, 
“ in opprcfllng, robbing, and imprifoning, according to 
their diferetion, all fuch his Majefty’s loving fubjefts, 
whom they are pleafed to fufpedl for but wilhing well 
“ to his Majefty. 

“ And his Majefty would know, whether the peti- 
“ tioners believe, that the reviling and fuppreffing the 
“ Book of Common-Prayer, eftablilhed in this Church 
” ever fince the Reformation, the difcountenancing and 
“ imprifoning godly, learned, and painful preachers, 
“ and the cheriftiing and countenancing of Brownifts, 
“ Anabaptifts, and all manner of fedlaries, be the way 
“ to defend and maintain the true Reformed Proteftant 
“ Religion ? That to comply with and aflift perfons 
who have aftually attempted to kill his Majefty, and 
“ to allow and favour libels, pafquils, and feditious 
“ fermons againft his Majefty, be to defend his royal 
“ perfon, and honour, according to the duty of their 
“ allegiance ? Whether to imprifon men’s perfons, and 
to plunder their houfes, becaufe they will hot rebel 
“ againft his Majefty, nor allift thofe that do ; whether 
“ to deftroy their property by taking away the twentieth 
“ part of their eftates from them, and, by the fame arbi- 
“ trary power, to refer to four ftanders-by, of their own 
“ fahiion, to judge what that twentieth part is, be to 
“ defend the lawful'rights and liberties of the fubjed ? 
‘‘ x\nd if they thikk thefe ahlions to be inftances of 
“ either'; whethw?’ they do not know the perfons before 
“ named to W'guilty of them all ? or whether they 
“ think it poffible, that Almighty God can blefs that 
“ city, and preferve it from deftrueftion, whilft perfons 

“of 
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'• of fuch known guilt and wickednefs are defended, 

*‘ and juftified among them, againft the power of that 
“ law, by which they can only lublift. 

“ Ilis Majefty is fo far from fuftcring himfelf to be 
“ incenfed againft the whole city, by the actions of 
“ thefe ill men, though they have hitherto been fo pre- 
“ valent, as to make the affedions of the reft of little 
“ life to him ; and is fo willing to be with them, and to 
“ proteft them, that the trade, wealth, and glory thereof, 

“ lb decayed and eclipfed by thefe public diftrartions, 

“ may again be the envy of all foreign nations, that he 
“ cloth once more gracioully offer his free and general 
“ pardon to all the inhabitants of that his cit}' of Lon- 
“ don, the fuburbs and city of Wcffminftcr, (except the 
“ jierfons formerly excepted by his Majefty), if they 
“ lhall yet return to their duty, loyalty, and obedience. 

“ And if his good fubjebfs of that his city of London 
“ fhall ftrft folemnly declare, that they will defend the 
“ known laws of the land, and will fubmit to, and be 
“ governed by, no other rule ; if they fhall ftrft manifeft, 

“ by defending themfelves, and maintaining their own 
“ rights, ‘liberties, and interefts, and ftipprelling any 
“ force and violence unlawfully raifed againft thole and 
“ his Majefty, their power to defend and preferve liim 
“ from all tumults, affronts, and violence: laftly, if 
“ they fliall ajiprehend, and commit to fafe cuftody, 

“ the perfons of thofe four men who enrich themfelves 
“ by the fpoil and oppreflion of his loving fubjeifts, and 
“ the ruin of the city, that his Majefty may proceed 
“ againft them by the courfc of law, as guilty of high 
“ treafon; his Majefty will fpeedily return to them with 
“ his royal, and without his martial attendance, and will 
“ ufe his utmoft. endeavours, that they may hereafter 
“ enjoy all the blcllings of peace and plenty; and will 
M 4 “ no 
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“ no longer expert oheclicnce from them, than he Ihall, 
“ with all the faculties of liis foul, labour in the pre- 
“ fcrving and advancing the true Reformed Proteftant 
Religion, the laws of the land, the liberty and property 
“ of the fubjeifs, and the juft privileges of Parliament. 

“ If, notwithftanding all this, the ait and intereft of 
“ thefe men can prevail fo far, that they involve more 
“ men in their gtiilt, and draw that his city to facrifice 
its prefent happinei's, and future hopes, to their pride, 
“ fury, and malice, his Majefty fhall only give them 
" this warning; that whofoever ihall henceforward take 
“ up arms, without his confent, contribute any money 
“ or plate, upon what pretence of authority foever, for 
“ maintenance of the army under the command of the 
Earl of Eftex, or any other army in rebellion againft 
“ him, or fliall pay tonnage and poundage, till the fame 
“ fliall be fettled by aft of Parliament, every fuch per- 
“ fon mull expeft the fevereft punilhment the law can 
“ inflift; and, in the mean time, his Majefty fliall feize 
“ upon anj' part of his eftate within his power, for the 
“ relief and fupport of him and his army, raifed and 
“ maintained for the defence of his perfon, the laws, and 
“ this his kingdom: and iince he denies to his Majefty 
“ the duty and benefit of his fubjeftion, by giving aflift- 
“ ance to rebels, which, by the known laws of the land, 
is high treafon; his Majefty ihall likewife deny him 
“ the benefit of his proteftion, and fhall not only fignify 
“ to all his foreign minifters, that fuch perfon fhall re- 
“ ccive no adeantage by being his fubjeft, but fhallj 
by all other ways and means, proceed againft him as 
a public enemy to his Majefty and this kingdom. 

“ Yet his Majefty hopes, and doubts not, but his 
“ good lubjefts of London will call to mind the afts of 
“ their predcceffors, the duty, affeftion, loyalty, and 

“ merit 
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“ merit towards their Princes, the renown they have had 
“ witli all poftcrity for, and the bleffing of Heaven which 
“ always accompanied, thofe virtues; and will confider 

the perpetual fcorn and infamy which, unavoidably 
“ will follow them and their children, if infinitely the 
“ meaner part in quality, and much the lefler part in 
“ number, fhall be able to alter the government fo 
“ admirably eftabliflied, deftroy the trade fo excellently 
“ fettled, and towaftc the wealth fo induftrioufly gotten, 
“ of that flourifhing city; and they will eafily gather 
“ up the courage and refolution to join with his Majefty 
“ in defence of that religion, law, and liberty, which 
“ hitherto hath, and only can, make themfclves, his 
“ Majefty, and his kingdom, happy. 

“ For concurring with the advice of his two Iloufes 
“ of Parliament, which, with reference to the common- 
“ wealth, may be as well at this diftance, as by being at 
“ Whitehall, his Majefty doubts not, but his good lub- 
“ jeefts of London well know, how far, beyond the ex- 
“ ample of his predeceflbrs, his Majefty hath concurred 
“ with their advice, in palling of fuch laws, by which 
“ he willingly parted witli many of his known rights, 
“ for the benefit of his fubjedls; which the fundamental 
“ conftitutions of this kingdom did not oblige him to 
“ confent unto; and hath ufed all poffible means to 
“ beget a right underftanding between them: and will 
“ therefore apply themlelves to thofe who, by making 
“ juft, peaceable, and honourable propolitions to his 
•“ Majefty, can only beget that concurrence.” 

This anfwer the King fent by a fervant of his own, 
fuppofing, that if he fent by the meffengers who brought 
the petition, it might either be fupprelied, or not com¬ 
municated in that manner as he defired, Befides, the 
meflengers themfelvcs, after the King had caufed it to 

be 
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be read to them, were very well contented that it fhoiild 
Ire delivered by other hands than theirs. So they promilcd 
Ins Majefty', tliat they would procure a common hall, 
(which is the moft general aflembly of the city, the 
meancR jrerfon being admitted), to be called as foon ai 
they returned; where his raelfenger might deliver it: 
and having been gracioufly ufed by the King and the 
court, after two days ftay, they returned from Oxford 
together with the gentleman fent by his Majefty. When 
they came to London, the contents of the anlwcr were 
quickly known, though not delivered; and the tw'o 
Houfes made an order, “ that the Lord Mayor fhould 
“ not call a common hall, till he received farther direc- 
“ lion from them.” So that, though the gentleman 
lent by the King often folicited the Lord Mayor, 
that he would call a common hall, at which he w'as to 
“ deliver a meffage from the King,” many days palTed 
before any orders were ifllicd to that purpol'e. 

At laft, a day was appointed ; and, at the fame time, 
a committee of the Lords and .Commons were fent to 
Ire prefent, to fee that it might not have fuch a recep¬ 
tion, as might render their intcreft fulpedlcd. As foon 
as the gentleman fent by the King had read his Ma- 
idfy’s anfwer, the Earl of Mancheftcr told them, “ of 
" the high value the Parliament had of the city; that 
they h.atl confidered of thole w'ounding afperlions, 
“ which, in that anfwer, were call upon pcifons of fuch 
“ eminent afledlion in their city, and upon others, of 
“ great lidclity and truft among them : that they owned 
“ themfclvcs to be equally interefted in all things that 
“ concerned them, and would Hand by them with thdr 
“ lives, and fortunes, for the prefervation of the city in 
“ general, and thofc perfons in particular who had been 
faithful, and deferved well botli of the Parliament 

“ and 
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“ and kingdom. And they would purfue all means with 
“ their lives and fortunes, that might be for the prefer- 
vation of that city, and for the procuring of fafety, 
“ liappinefs, and peace, to the whole kingdom.” 

As foon as his Lordfhip had finifhed his oration, 
which was received widi marvellous acclamations, Mr. 
Pym enlarged himfelf, in afpeech then printed, upon the 
fet eral parts of the King’s anfwcr, (for it was lb long 
before it was delivered, that the printed copies from 
Oxford, which were printed there after the meffenger 
was gone fo long that all men concluded it was deli- 
t ered, were ]niblic and in all hands), and told them the 
fenfe of the two Houfes of Parliament, upon every part 
of it. Among the reft, “ that the demanding the Lord 
“ Mayor, and the other three citizens, was againft the 
“ privilege of Parliament, (two of them being members 
“ of the Houfe of Commons), and moft difhonourable 
“ to the city, that the Lord Mayor of London fhould 
‘‘ be fubjedfed to the violence of every bafe fellow; and 
“ that they fhould be commanded to deliver up their 
“ chief magiftrates, and fuch eminent members of the 
“ city, to the King’s pleafure, only becaufe they had 
‘‘ done their duty, in adhering to the Parliament, for 
“ the defence of the kingdom.” 

He told them, “ that, to the objedlion that the go- 
“ vernment of the city had been managed by a few 
defperate perfons, and that they did excrcife an arbi- 
“ trary power, the two Houfes gave them this teftimony, 
that they had, in moft of the great occalions concern- 
“ ing the government of the city, followed their dircc- 
“ tion; and that diredlion which the Parliament had 
“ given, they had executed; and they muft and would 
“ maintain to be fuch, as ftood with their honour in 

“ giving 
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giving it, and the others truft and fidelity in pcr- 
“ forming it.” 

1 0 the objeftion, “ that the property of the fubjeft 
“ was deftroyed, by taking away the twentieth part by 
“ an arbitrary power,” he told them, “ that that ordi- 
“ nance did not reqnire a twentieth part, but did limit 
“ the aflelfors that they fiiould not go beyond a twen- 
“ tieth part, and that was done by a power derived from 
“ boili Iloufes of Parliament; the Lords, who had an 
“ hereditary intereft in making of law's in this kingdom; 
“ and the Commons, who were elcded and choi'en to 
“ reprefent the whole body of the commonalty, and 
“ tnafted, for the good of the people, whener cr they 
“ fee caufe to charge the kingdom.” He faid farther, 
“ that the fame law w'hich did enable the tw'o Houles of 
“ Parliament to raife forces to maintain and defend the 
“ fafety of religion, and of the kingdom, did likewife 
“ enable them to require contributions whereby thofe 
■“ forces might be maintained; or elfc it were a vain 
“ power to raife forces, if they had not a power likewife 
“ to maintain them in that fervice for w'hich they were 
“ railed,” He obferved, “ that it w'as rei)orted, that 
“ the King declared he would fend fomc meflengers to 
“ obferve their carriage in the city, and what was done 
“ among them: the Parliament had juft caufe to doubt, 
“ that thofe would be mell'engers of fedition and trou- 
“ ble, and therefore defired them to. obferve and find 
“ them out, that they might know who they were.” 
He concluded w'ith “ commending unto their confi- 
“ deration, the great danger that they were all in; and 
“ that the danger could not be kept olF, in all likeli- 
“ hood, but by the army that was then on footand 
allured them, “ that the Lords and Commons were fo 

“far 
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“ far from being frighted by any thing in that anfwer, 
‘‘ that they had, for themfelves, and the members of 
“ botii Iloufes, declared a farther contribution towards 
“ the maintenance of that army; and could not but 
“ hope, and defire, that the city, which had fliewed fo 
“ much good afte(^ion in the former ncceffities of the 
“ State, would be fenfible of their owm, and of the con- 
“ ditionof the whole kingdom, and add to that which 
“ they had already done, fome farther contribution, 
“ whereby that army might be maintained for all their 
‘‘ fafetics.” 

Whether the folcmnity for the reception of this mcL 
fage after it was known what the contents were, and the 
bringing fo great a guard of armed men to tlie jrlace 
where it was to be delivered, frighted the well affcdled 
party of the city from coming thitlier, or frighted them, 
when they w'ere there, from exprefling thofe affef^ions, 

I know not. But it is certain, thefe fpeeches and dil- 
courfes were received and entertained with all imagina¬ 
ble applaul'e, and that meeting w'as concluded with a 
genera! acclamation, “ that they would live and die with 
“ the Houles,” and other exprefiions of that nature. 
So that all thoughts of farther addrefs, or compliance 
w'ith his Majefty from the city, were fo entirely and ab- 
Iblutely laid afide, that the licenfe of feditious and trea- 
I'onable difcourles daily increafed ; infomuch, that com¬ 
plaint being made to the then Lord Mayor, that a cer¬ 
tain defperate perfon had faid, “ that he hoped Ihortly 
“ to wafh his hands in the King’s blood,” that minifter 
of juftice refuted to fend any warrant, or to give any 
diredlion to any officer, for the apprehenfion of him. 
This was the fuccefs of that petition and anfwer. 

The Houfes now began to fpeak themfelves of 
fending propofitions to the King for peace. For, how 

great 
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great foever the compliance feemed with them from the 
city, or the country, they well enough difeerned that 
compliance was generally upon the hope and cxpedla- 
. tion that they would procure a fpeedy peace. And 
they had now procured that to pafs both Houfes, which 
they only wanted, the bill for the extirpation of epifeo- 
pacy: in the. doing whereof, they ufed marvellous ait 
and induftry. They who every day did fomewhat, liow 
little foever then taken notice of, to make peace impof- 
fible, and refolved, that no peace could be fafe for them, 
but fuch a one as would be unfafe for the King, well 
enough knew that they fhould never be able to hold up, 
and carry on the war againft the King in England, but 
by the help of an army out of Scotland; which they 
had no hope to procure but upon the flock of the al¬ 
teration of the government of the Church; to which that 
nation was violently inclined. But to compafs that 
was very difficult; very much the major part, even of 
thofe members who flill continued with them, being 
cordially affedled to the government ellabliffied, at leaf! 
not aftefted to any other. To thofe therefore, who 
tvere fo far engaged as to defire to have it in their power 
to compel the King to confent to Inch a peace as they 
defired, they reprefented “ the confequence of getting 
“ the Scots to declare for them; which would more 
“ terrify the King, and keep the northern parts in fub- 
“ jedion more, than any forces they fhould be able to 
“ raife: that it was impoffible to draw fuch a declara- 
“ tion from them, witliout firll declaring tj^lpfelves 
“ that they would alter the government’Ky the Bifhops; 
“ Avhich that people pretended to believe the only jufli ■ 
“ ffiable ground to take up arms.” To others, which 
was indeed their public, and avowed, and current argu¬ 
ment in debates, they alleged.,. that they could not 

“ expedl 
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“ expcA tliat any peace would be cfFcdted by die King's 
“ free concurrence to any meflage they could fend to 
‘‘him, but that it muft arife and refult from a treaty 
“ between them, upon fuch propolitions as either party 
“ would make upon their own intcreft: that it could 
“ not be expedled that fuch propolitions would be made 
“ on either lide, as would be pertinacioudy infilled on 
“ by them who made them; it being the coiirfe, in all 
*‘ aft'airs of this nature, to alk more than was expedled 
“ to be confented to; that it concerned them as much, 

“ to make demands of great moment to the King, from 
“ which they meant to recede, as others upon which 
“ they mull infill: that all men knew the inclination 
“ and affedlion the King had to the Church, and there- 

fore if he law that in danger, he would refeue it at 
“ any price, and very prob^ly their departing from 
“ their propolition concerning the Church, might be 
“ the moll powerful argument to the King, to gratify 
“ them with the militia.” 

By thefe artifices, and efpecially by concluding oblli- 
nately, “ that no propolitions fliould be lent to the'>>« 

r ■ ■ r Kmgwilh 

“ King lor peace, till the bill tor extirpation ot Bilhops propofi- 
• ■ was palled the Lords’ Houfe,” (where it would never peace 
otherwife have been fubmittedto), they had their defire, 
and, about the end of January, they lent the Earls of''*“““‘>' 
Northumberland, PemlTroke, Salilbury, and Holland, 
with eight members of the Commons, to Oxford, with 
their petition and propolitions. And here I cannot 
omit one llrat^em, which, at that time, occafioned 
fome mirth. The common people of London were per- 
fuaded, “ that there was fo great fcarcity of vi6tual and 
“ provifions at Oxford, and in all the King’s quarters, 

“ that they were not without danger of ftarving; and 
“ that, if all other ways failed, that alone would in a 

“ Ihort 
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“ fhort time bring the King to them.” To make good 
this report, provilions of all kinds, even to bread, were 
lent in waggons, and on horfes, from London to Oxford, 
for the fupply of this committee : when, without doubt, 
they found as great plenty of all things where they came, 
as they had left behind them. The petition prelentcd 
to his Majefly with the propofitions were, in thel'c 
words, at the prefentation, read by the Earl of North¬ 
umberland. 

Th humhle Deftres mid Propofitions of the Lords and 
Commons in Parliament, tendered to his Majefiy. 

“ We your Majefty’s moft humble and faithful fub- 
“ je( 9 ^s, the Lords and Commons in Parliament affem- 
“ bled, having in our thoughts the glory of God, your 
“ Majefty's honour, and the profperity of your people, 
“ and being moft grievoufly affliefted wit^li the prefting 
“ miferies, and calamities, which have overw'helmcd 
“ your two kingdoms of England and Ireland, ftnee 
“ your Majefty hath, by the pcrfualion of evil counfel- 
“ lors, withdrawn yourfelf from the Parliament, raifed 
“ an army againft it, and, by force thereof, protedted 
“ delinquents from the juftice of it, conftraining us to 
“ take arms for the defence of our religion, laws, liber- 
“ tics, privileges of Parliament, and for the fitting of 
“ the Parliament in fafety; which fears and dangers are 
“ continued, and increafed, by the railing, drawing 
“ together, and arming of great numbers of Papifts, 
“ under the command of the Earl of Newcaftle; like- 
“ wife by making the Lord Herbert of Ragland, and 
“ other known Papifts, commanders of great forces, 
“ whereby many grievous oppreffions, rapines, and cru- 
“ cities have been and are daily excrcifcd upon the 
“ perlbns and eltates of }'our peojdc, much innocent 
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blood hath been fpilt, and the Papifts have atcaincii 
“ means of attempting, with hopes of effedting, their 
“ mifehievous tleligns of rooting out tlic Reformed Rc- 
ligion, and deftroying the profelfors thereof; in the 
“ tender fenfe and compaffion of thefe evils, under 
“ which your people and kingdom lie, (according to 
“ the daity, whicli we owe to God, your Majefty, and 
“ the kingdom, for which we arc trufted), do moll: ear- 
“ nclfly delire, that an end may be put to thefe great 
“ diflcmpers and diftradtions, for the preventing of that 
“ defolation vvliich doth threaten all your Majefty’s 
“ dominions. And as wc have rendered, and ftill arc 
‘‘ ready to render to your Majefty, that fubjeeftion, 
“ obedience, and fervice, which we owe unto you; lb 
“ we moft humbly befeech your Majefty, to remove 
“ the caufes of this war, and to vouchfafe us that peace 
“ and jrrotcdlion, which we and our anceftors have 
“ formerly enjoyed untler your Majefty, and your royal 
“ predeceftbrs, and gracioully to acce[)t and grant thele 
“ our moft humble defires and propofitions: 

1. “ That your Majefty will be plcafcd to difirand 
“ your armies, as we likewife fliall be ready to dilband 
“ all thole forces which we have railed ; and that you 
“ will be pleaied to return to your Parliament. 

2. “ That you will leave delinquents to a legal trial, 
“ and judgment of Parliament. 

3. “ That the Papifts may not only be difbanded, 
but difarmed according to lawn 

4. “ That your Majefty will be plealed to give your 
” royal aftent unto the bill- for taking away the fuper- 
“ ftitious innovations; to the bill for the utter abolifh- 
“ ing and taking away of all Archbifhops, Bifhops, 
“ their Chancellors, and Commiflaries, Deans, Sufy 
“ Deans, Deans and Chapters, Archdeacons, Canons, 
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“ and Prebendaries, and all Chanters, Chancellors, 
“ Trcafiirers, Sub-Treafurers, Succentors, and Sacrifts, 
“ and all Vicars Choral, Cliorilters, old Vicars, and new 
“ Vicars of any cathedral or collegiate church, and all 
“ other their under-officers, out of the Church of Eng- 
“ land : to the bill againft Icandalous niinifters; to the 
“ bill againft pluralities; and to the bill for confultation 
“ to be had with godly, religious, and learned Divines. 
“ I'hat your Majefty will be plcafed to promife to pafs 
“ fiK'h other good bills for fettling of church-govern- 
“ ment, as, upon confultation with the affienibly of the 
“ iaid Divinc>, ffiall be refolved on by both Houfes of 
*' Parliament, aiid by them preiented to your Majefty. 

5. “ T'hat your Majelly having expreffied, in your 
“ anfwcr to the nineteen propofitions of both Houfes of 
“ I’arliament, an hearty affection and intention for the 
rooting out of Popery out of this kingdom ; and that, 
" if both the Houfes of Parliament can yet find a more 
" cllad^ual courie to dilable Jefuits, Priefts, and Po])ifli 
Recufants, from difturbing the ftate, or eluding the 
“ laws, that you would willingly give your confent unto 
it; iliat you would be gracioufly pleafed, for the bet- 
“ ter dilcovery and fpeedier convidlion of Recufants, 
“ that ,an oath may be eftabliffied by a 61 : of Parliament, 
“ to be adminiftered in fuch m,anncr as by both Houfes 
“ lhall be agreed on; wherein they ffiall abjure and re- 
“ nounce the Pope’s fuprcmacy, the doftrine of tranfub- 
" ftantiation, purgatory, worffiipping of the confecrated 
“ hoft, crucifixes, and image's; and the refufing the faid 
oath, being tendered in fuch manner as ffiall be .ap- 
jiointed by adl of Parliament, ffiall be a fufficient con- 
“ vidlion ur law of recufancy. And that your Majefty 
“ will be gracioufly pleafed to give your royal affent 
“ unto a bill, for the education of the children of Pa- 
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“ pifts by Proteftants in the Proteftant Religion. I'hat, 
“ for tlie more cfFcftual execution of the laws againft 
“ Popifh Recufants, your Majefty will be pleafed to con- 
“ fent to a bill, for the true levying of the penalties 
“ againft them; and that the fame penalties may be 
“ levied, and difpofed of in fuch manner as both Houfes 
“ of Parliament ftiall agree on, fo as your Majefty be 
“ at no lofs; and likewife to a bill, whereby the prac- 
“ tice of Papifts againft the ftatc may be prevented, 
“ and the law againft them duly executed. 

6. “ That the Earl of Briftol may be removed from 
“ your Majefty’s councils; and that both he,and the Lord 
" Herbert, eldeft Ion to the Earl of M'orceftcr, may 
“ likewife be reftrained from coming within the verge 
“ of the Court; and that they may not bear any office, 
“ or have any employments concerning ftatc or com- 
“ monwealth. 

7. “ That your Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed, 
“ by aft of Parliament, to fettle the militia both by iea 
“ and land, and for the forts and ports of the kingdom, 
“ in fuch a manner as ffiall be agreed on by both 
“ Houfes. 

8. “ That your Majefty will be pleafed, by your 
“ letters patents, to make Sir John Brampfton, Chief 
‘‘ Juftice of the Court of King’s Bench; William Lcnt- 
“ hall Efquire, the now Speaker of the Commons’ 
“ Houfe, Mafter of the Rolls; and to continue the 
“ Lord Chief Juftice Banks, Chief Juftice of the Court 
“ of Common Pleas; and likewife to make Mr. Ser- 
‘‘jeant Wild, Chief Baron of your Court of Exche- 
“ quer; and that Mr. Juftice Bacon may be continued; 
“ and Mr. Serjeant Rolls, and Mr. Serjeant Atkins, 
“ made Juftices of the King’s Bench: that Mr. Juftice 
“ Reeves, and Mr. juftice Foftcr, may be continued; 
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“ and Mr. Serjeant Phcafant, made one of the Jufticcs 
“ of your Court of Common Pleas; that Mr. Serjeant 
“ Crcfwcll, Mr. Samuel Brown, and Mr. John Pulefton, 
'• may be Barons of the Exchequer; and that all thefc, 
and all the Judges of the fame Courts, for the time to 
‘‘ come, may hold their places by letters patents under 
‘‘ the Great Seal, Qwinuliu fe hene gejferint: and that 
“ the feveral perlons not before named, that do hold 
“ any of thefc places before mentioned, may be rc- 
“ moved. 

9. “ That all Rich perfons, as have been put out of 
“ the commillions of peace, or Oyer and Terminer, or 
“ from being Oiijloiles Rotniorum, lince the firft day ol’ 
“ April, 164a, (other than fuch as were put out by dc- 
“ fire of both or eitiier of the I loufes of Parliament), may 
“ again be put into thofc commillions and offices; and 
“ that Inch |)erf)ns may he put out of thole commil- 
“ fioiis and oilices, as lliall be excepted againft by both 
“ Houles of Parliament. 

10. “ 'J'hat your Majefty will be pleafed to pafs the 
“ bill now j)rcfented to your Majcfiy, to vindicate and 
‘‘ Iccure the j^rivileges of Parliament, from the ill con- 

lequence of the hue jtrccedent in the charge and pro- 
" leeding againft the Lord Kimbolton, now Earl of 
•• Manchefter, and the five members of the Houfe of 
Commons. 

n. “ That your royal alfent may be given unto fuch 
‘ ‘ adls as firall he advifed by both Houfes of Parliament, 
" for the fatisfying and jiaying the debts and damages, 
wherein the tw'o Houfes of Parliament have engaged 
“ the public faith of the kingdom. 

1 i. “ That your Majefty will be pleafed, according 
•* to a gracious anfwer heretofore received from you, to 
“ enter into a more ftridt alliance with the States of 

“ the 
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‘‘ the Utiitcd Provinces, and other neighbour Princes 
“ and States of the Proteltant Religion, for the defence 

and maintenance tlicrcof againft all deligns and at- 
“ tempts of the Popilh and Jefuitical fadfion, to fiib\eit 
“ and fupprefs it; whereby your fubjedfs may hope to 
“ be free from the mifehiefs which this kingdom hath 
“ endured, through the power which fome of that party 
“ ha\'e had in your counfels; and will be tmich encou- 
“ raged, in a parliamentary way, for your aid and afihf- 
“ ance in reftoring your royal lifter, and the Prince 
“ Eledlor, to thofe dignities and dominions which Ix- 
“ long unto them ; anti relieving the other Proteftant 
“ Princes who have fuft'ered in the fame caufe. 

13. “ That in the general pardon, which your Ma- 

“ jefty hath been plealed to offer to your fubjedls, all 
“ offences and mifdemeanors committed before the loth 
“ of January, 1641, which have been or fliall be quef- 
“ tioned, or proceeded againft in Parliament, upon com- 
“ plaint in the Iloui'e of Commons, before the loth of 
“January, 1643, excepted; which offences 

“ and mirdemeanors fhall neverthelefs be taken, and ari- 
“ judged to be fully difeharged againft all other inferior 
“ Courts. That likew'ife there fhall be an exception of 
“ all offences committed by any perfon or perfuns, 
“ w’hich hath, or have had, any hand or prasfticc in the 
“ rebellion of Ireland ; which hath, or have gir en, any 
“ counfel, affiftance, or encouragement to the rebels 
“ there, for the maintenance of that rebellion ; as like- 
“ wdfe an exception of William Earl of Newcaftle, and 
“ George Lord Digby. 

14. “ That your Majefty wall be pleafed to reftore fuch 
“ members of either Iloufe of Parliament to their feveral 
“ places of fervices, and employment, out of which thej' 
“ liave been put fince the beginning of this Parliament; 
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“ tliat they may receive fatisfa^Iion, and reparation for 
“ thofe places, and for the profits which they have loft 
“ by fuch removals, upon the petition of both Houfes 
“ of Parliament: and that all others may be reftored to 
“ their offices and employments, who have been put 
“ out of the fame upon any difpleafure conceived 

againft them, for any alfiftance given to both Houfes 
“ of Parliament, or obeying their commands, or forbear- 
“ ing to leave their attendance upon the Parliament 
‘‘ without licenfe; or for any other occafion, ariiing 
“ from thefc unhappy differences betwixt your Majefty 
“ .ind both Houles of Parliament, upon the like petition 
“ of both Houfes. 

“ I'hele things being granted, and performed, ;is it 
“ hath ahvays been our hearty prayer, fo lhall we be 
“ enabled to make it our hopeful endeavour, that your 
“ Majelly, and your people, may enjoy the bleflings of 

i)eace, truth, and juftice; the royalty and greatnefs 
“ of your throne may be lup])orted by the loyal and 
“ bountiful affections of your people; their liberties 
“ and privileges maintained by your Majefty's protec- 
“ tion and juftice; and this jniblic honour, and iiappi- 
“ nefs of your Majelty, and all your dominions, com- 
“ municated to other Churches and States of your alli- 
“ ance, and derived to your royal pofterity, and the 
“ future generations of this kingdom for ever.” 

'J'hcy who brought this iietition and propofitions, 
fj).ake to their friends at Oxford with all freedom of the 
perfons from whom they came; inveighed againft “ their 
“ tyranny and unreafonablencfs,” and efpecially againft 
the propofitions themfelves had brought; but pofitively 
declared, “ that if the King would vouchfafe fo gracious 
“ an anfwcr (which they confefled they had no reafon 
“ to expeCl) as might engage the two Houfes in a 

“ treaty. 
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“ treaty, it would not be then in the power of the \jo- 
“ lent party to deny whatfoever his Majdly could rca- 
“ lonably defire.” However (though the King expedkd 
little from thofe private undertakings, well knowing 
that they who wifhed beil were of leaft power, and that 
the greatefi' among them, as foon as tliey were but fuf- 
pedled to incline to peace, immediately lolt their repu¬ 
tation) his Majefty, within two days, gracioully difmilled 
thofe meflengers with this aniwer; 

“ If his Majefty had not given up all the faculties o{ 
his foul to an earneft endeavour of peace and recon- 
“ ciliation with his people; or if he would lufter hiiu- 
“ felf, by any provocation, to be drawn to a lliarpnei’s 
“ of language, at a time when there leems ll)mewhat 
“ like an ot erture of accommodation, he could not but 
“ refent the heavy charges upon him in the preamble of 
“ thefe propofitions; w'ould not fufter himfelf to be 
“ reproached, with protetjfing of delinquents, by force, 
“ from juftice, (his Majefty’s defire having always been, 
“ that all men ihould be tried by the known law, and 
“ having been refufed it), with railing an army againft 
“ his Parliament, and to be told that arms have been 
“ taken up againft him for the defence of religion, laws, 
“ liberties, and privileges of Parliament, and for the 
“ fitting of the Parliament in livfety, with many other 
“ particulars in that preamble fo often and lb fully an- 
“ Iwered by his Majefty, w'ithout remembering the 
“ world of the time and circumftances of railing thole 
•“ arms againft him; wlien his Majefty was fo far from 
“ being in a condition to invade other men’s rights, that 
“ he w'as not able to maintain and defend his own from 
“ violence; and without telling his good fubjefts, that 
“ their religion, (the true Proteftant Religion, in which 
“ his Majefty was born, h;th faithfully lived, and to 
N 4 “ which 
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“ which he will die a willing facrifice), their laws, liber- 
“ ties, privileges, and fafety of Parliament, were fo amply 
‘‘ fettled, and eftablifhed, or offered to be fo by his 
“ Majefty, before any army w'as raifed againft him, and 
“ long before any raifed by him for his defence, that if 
notliing had been delired but that peace and protec- 
“ tion which his fubjefts, and their anceftoro, had in the 
“ beft tirnes enjoyed, under his Majc%, or his royal 
“ predeceilbrs, this mifunderftanding and diftance be- 
*• tween his Majefty and his peofile, and this general 
“ milery and diftradfion upon the face of the whole 
'■ kingdom, had not been now' the difeourfe of all Chrif- 
“ tendom. 

“ But his Majefty will forbear any expreffions of bit- 
ternefs, or of a fenfe of his owm fufferings, that, if it 
“ be poftible, the memory thereof may be loft to the 
“ world. And therefore, though many of the propofi- 
“ tions, prefented to his Majefty by both Iloufes, appear 
“ to him very derogatory from, and deftrueftive to, his 
“juft power and prerogative, and no way bencficiaf to 
“ his fubjedls, few of them being already due to them 
“ by the law's eftablilhed, (and how unparliamentary it 
“ is by arms to require new laws, all the world may 
“ judge), yet (becaufe thefc may be w'aved, or mollifled, 
“ and many things, that are now dark and doubtful in 
“ them, cleared, and exjilained upon debate) his Ma- 
“ jefty is pleafed, fuch is liis fenfe of the miferies this 
“ kingdom fufters by this unnatural war, and his earneft 
“ delire to remove them by an happy peace, that a 
I'peedy time and [ilace be agreed upon, for the mcet- 
mg of luch perfons as his Majefty and botli Houfes 
ftiall appoint to difeufs thefe propofitions, and fucli 
“ others here following as his Majefty doth propofe to 
“ them. 

“ That 


1 . 
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I. “ That his Majefty’s own revenue, magazine, 

“ towns, forts, and ftiips, which have been taken or 
“ kept from him by force, be forthwith reftored unto 
“ him. 

а. “ That whatfoever hath been done, or publtflicd, 
“ contrary to the known law's of the land, or derogatory 
“ to his Majefty's legal and know'n power and rights, 
“ be renounced, and recalled, that no feed may remain 
“ for the like to fpring out of for the future. 

3. “ That whatfoever illegal power hath been claimed 
“ and exercifed by or over his fubjeebs, as impriloninp 
“ their perfons without law, flopping tlieir Habeas Cor- 
“ fus's, and impofing upon their eflates without aft of 
“ Parliament, &c. either by both, or either Houfe, or 
“ any committee of both, or either, or by any perfons 
“ appointed by any of them, be difclaimcd; and all 
“ fuch perfons fo committed forthwith difchargetl. 

4. “ I'hat as his Majefly will readily coni'ent (hav- 
“ ing done fo heretofore) to the execution of all laws 
“ alreaely made, and to any good afts to be made for 
“ the luppreliing of Popery, and for the firm fettling 
“ of the Proteftant Religion now eflablilhed by law; fo 
“ he (lelires, that a good bill may be framed, for the 
“ better preferving the Book of Common Prayer from 

the fcorn and violence of Brownifls, Anabaptifls, and 
“ other feftaries, with fucli claufes for the cafe of tender 
“ confciences, as his Majefly hath formerly offered. 

5. “ That all fuch pcrlbns, as, upon the treaty, fhall 
. be excepted out of the general pardon, fhall be tried 

“ per pares, according to the ufual courfe, and known 
“ law of the land; and that it be left to that, either to 
“ acquit or condemn them. 

б. “ And, to the intent this treaty may not fuffer 
“ interruption by any intervening accidents, that a cef- 

“ fation 
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“ fation of arms, and free trade for all his Majefty’s 
“ fubjeds, may be firft agreed upon. 

“ This offer and defire of his Majefiy', he hopes, will 

be fo cheerfully entertained, that a Ipeedy and bleffed 
“ peace may be accomplifhed. If it fhall be rejefted, 
“ or, by infifting upon unreafonable circumftances, be 
“ made impoffible, (which, he hopes, God in his mercy 
“ to this nation will not fufter), the guilt of the blood 
“ which will be fhed, and the defolation which muft 
“ follow, will lie upon the heads of the refulcrs. IIow'- 
“ ever, his Majefty is refolvcd, through what accidents 
“ foever he fliall be compelled to recover his rights, and 
“ with what profperous fuccefs foever it fhall pleafe God 
“ to blel's him, that by his carnclf, conftant endeavours 
“ to proj)agate and promote the true Proteftant Reli- 
“ gion, and by his governing according to the known 
“ laws of the land, and upholding the juft privileges of 
“ Parliament, according to his frequent proteftations 
“ made before Almighty God, (which he will always 
“ inviolably obferve), the world fliall (ec, that he Hath 
“ undergone all thefe difficulties and hazards, for the 
“ defence and maintenance of thole, the zealous prefer- 
“ vation of which, his Majefty well knows, is the only 
“ foundation and means for the true happinefs of him 
“ and his people.” 

Whilft thefe overtures and difeourfes w'ere made of 
peace, the kingdom, in all parts, felt the fad effedls of 
war; neither the King nor the Parliament being flack 
in purfuing the bufinefs by the fword; and the perfons 
of honour and quality in moft counties more vigoroully 
declaring themfelves than they had done. Among the; 
reft, upon the King’s retreat from Brentford, whillf he 
yet Itaid about Reading, I'ome of the well-affedled gentry 
ot Suflex, upon the confidence ol’ their intcrefts m thole 

part", 
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parts, offered the King to raifc forces there; and pre- 
fiimed they fhould be able to fcize fomc place of fccu- 
rity and importance for their retreat, if the enemy fhould 
attempt upon them; which, at that time of the year, 
was not conceived could be with any notable fuccefs. 

And being armed with fuch authority and commiffions, 
as they defired, and fcconded with a good number of 
confidenible officers, their firft fuccefs was anfwerable to 
their own hopes, and they podeffed themfelves, partly 
by force, and partly by ftratagem, of the city of Chi-^ 
t heftcr; which, being encomj)affed with a vcrj' good hk Kmgs 
old wall, was very eafy to be fo fortified, that, with the 
winter, they might well think themfelves fccure againft 
any forcible attempt could be made upon them. And 
jK) doubt they had been fo, if the common people of 
the county (out of which the foldiers were to rife) had 
been fo well affedfed as was believed. 

But, before they could draw in men or provifions into 
the city, the Earl of Effex font Sir William ^V'aller with 
horfe, foot, and cannon, to infcft tliem; who, with the 
aHiffance of the country, quickly fhut them up within 
their walls. They within the town were eafily reduced 
to ftraits they could not contend with ; for, befides the 
enemy without, againft which the walls and the weather 
feemed of equal power, and the fmall ftock of provifions, 
which, in fo fhort time, they were able to draw thither, 
they had caufe to apprehend their friends would be weary 
before their enemies; and that tlic citizens would not 
prove a trufty part of the garrifon; and their number 
of common men was fo fmall, that the conftant duty 
was performed by the officers, and gentlemen of quality, 
who were abfolutely tired out. So that, after a week or Hut furren. 
ten days fiege, they were compelled, uj)on no better ar- wrwaii«! 
tides than quarter, to'deliver that city, which could 

hardly 
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hardly have been taken from them ; by vvliich (with 
the lofs of lifty or threefcore gentlemen of quality, and 
oflicers of name, whofc very good reputation made the 
lofs appear a matter of ablblutc and unavoidable necel- 
fity) the King found that he was not to venture to plant 
garriibns fo flir from his own quarters, wlierc he coidtl 
not, in reafonable time, adminifter fuccour or fupply. 

This triumjth of the enemy was fhortly after abated, 
and the lofs on the King’s part repaired, by the rvinning 
of Circncefter, a good town in Glocefterfhire, which the 
rebels were fortifying, and had in it a c ery ftrong garri- 
Ion; and, being upon the edge of Wiltlhirc, Berklliire, 
and Oxfordfhire, fhrewdly ftraitened the King’s quarters. 
'J'he Marquis of Hertford bringing with him, out of 
Wales, near two ihoufand foot, and one regiment of 
horfe, intended, with the afliftance of Prince Rupert, 
ivho appointed to join with him with fome regiments 
from Oxford, to take in that town ; but by the extreme 
foulnefs of the ways, tlie great fall of rain at that time, 
(being about Chrilhnas), and fome miftake in ordei^v 
Ix'tweeit the two Generals, that delign was difappointed ; 
iind the alarm gave the enemy fo much the more cou¬ 
rage and diligence to |)ro\ ide for an afiault. 

Cnnnviicr In thc beginning of February, Prince Rupert went 

K™ v'iij)on the fame defign with better fuccefs; and at one 
and the fame time, Itoianing thc tow'n in I'everal places, 
tlicir works being not yet hnifhed, though jtertinacioully 
enough defended, entered their line witli fome lofs ol 
men, and many hurt, but w'ith a far greater of thc 
enemy ; for there were not fo few' as tw'o hundred killed 
upon the place, and above one rlioufand taken prifoners. 
whereof Warneford and Fettyplace, (two gentlemen ol 
good quality and I'ortune near that town, and very adtive 
in the ferviie), Mr. George, a member of Parliament 

who 
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who fcrvcd for tliat borough, and two or three Scottiflr 
officers of the field, whereof Carr the governor was one, 
were the chief. 'Tlie tow'n yielded much plunder, from 
which the undiftinguifhing foldier could not he kept, 
but was equally injurious to friend and foe; I'o that many 
honeft men, who were imprifoned by the rebels for not 
concurring with them, found thcmfelves at liberty and 
undone together: amongft whom John Plot, a lawyer of 
t ciy" good reputation, was one; who being freed from 
the hard and barbarous imprifonment in which he had 
been kept, when he returned to his owm houfe, found it 
full of I'oldiers, and twelve hundred pounds in money 
taken from thence, which could never be recovered. 7'hc 
Prince left a firong garrifon there, that brought almoft 
all that whole county into contribution, and was a great 
enlargement to the King’s quarters, which now, without 
interruption, extended from Oxford to Worcefter ; tliat 
important city, with the other of Hereford, and thofe 
(ounties, having, fome time before, been quitted by the 
rebels; the I'larl of Stamford, who w'as left in thofe 
parts by the Earl of Elflex, being called from tlience, 
bv the growth of the King's party in Cornwall, to the 
fecuring the weft. 

We remembered before, when the Marquis of Hert¬ 
ford tranfported liinifelf and his few foot into Wales 
from Minhead, that Sir llalph Hopton, and the other 
gentlemen, mentioned before, with their Email force, con- 
lifting of about one hundred horfe, and fifty dragoons, 
retired into Cornwall, neglcfted by the Earl of Bedford, 
.as fit and eafy to be fupprefled by the committees. And, 
in trutii, the committees were entirely poflelTed of De- 
vonftiire, and thought themfelves equally fure of Corn¬ 
wall, fave that the caftle of Pendennis was in tlie cuftody 
of one they had no hope of. They were welcomed 
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Kit Ralph into Cornwall by Sir Bevil Greenvil, who marched with 
s!°Kr'*them towards the weft of the county, as being beft af- 
progrefsm fciftcfi, whcrc tlicy might have Icil'ure to refrefh their 
toKrth(ft*' wearied and almoft tired horfe and men, and to call the 
with other well difpofcd gentry together; for which they chofe 
there. 1'ruro as the fitteft place, the eaft part of tlte county be¬ 
ing jiollelled by Sir Alexander Carew, and Sir Richard 
Buller, two members of the Houfe of Commons, and ac¬ 
tive men for the fettling of the militia. There was in this 
county, as throughout the whole kingdom, a wonderflil 
and fuperftitious reverence towards the name of a Parlia¬ 
ment, and a prejudice to the power of the Court; yet a 
full fubmiffion, and love of the eftablilhed Government 
of Church and State, efpecially to that part of the 
Church as concerned the Liturgy, or Book of Common 
Prayer, which was a moft general objeft of veneration 
with the people. And the jealoufy, and apprehenfion 
that the other party intended to alter it, w'as a princijial 
advancement of the King’s fervice, though the major 
and moft confidcrable part of the gentry, and men of 
eftates, were heartily for the King, many of them being 
of the Moufe of Commons, and fo ha\ ing I'een and ob- 
lervcd by w'hat fpirit the diftemper was begot, and car¬ 
ried on; yet there were others of name, fortune, and 
reputation with the people, r cry felicitous for the Par¬ 
liament, and more aeftive than the other. There was a 
third fort (for a party they cannot be called) greater 
than either of the other, both of fortune and number, 
who, though they were fatisfied in their confciences of 
the juftice of the King’s caufe, had yet fo great a dread 
of the power of the Parliament, that they fat ftill as 
neuters, affifting neither. So that they who did boldly 
appear, and declare for the King, were compelled to 
proceed with all warinefs and circumfpeftion; by the 
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known and well undcrftood rules of the law and jufticc; 
and durft not oppofe the moft extravagant art of the 
other lidc but with all the formality that was ufed in 
full peace: which muft be an anfwer to all thofe over- 
fights and omilTions, whicii pofterity will be apt to im¬ 
pute to the King, in the morning of thefe diftrartions. 

The committee of the Parliament, who were entirely 
pofiefi'ed of Devonfhire, and believed tiiemfelves mafters 
of Cornwall, drew their forces of the country to Laun- 
cefton, to be fure that Sir Ralph Ilopton and his ad- 
herents (whofe power they thought contemptible) might 
not efcape out of their hands. I'his was before the bat¬ 
tle of Edgehill, when the King was at lowcfi, and when 
the authority of Parliament found little oppoiition in 
any ])lacc. I'he quarter I’efiions came, where they 
caufed a prefentment to be drawn, in form of law, 
“ againlt divers men unknown, who were lately come 
“ armed into that county contra pa cent, &c.” Though 
none were named, all undcrftood who were meant; and 
therefore Sir Ralph Hoplon, who very well undcrftood 
thole proceedings, voluntarily appeared; took notice of 
the prefentment, and produced the commiftion granted 
by the King, under the Great Seal of England, to 
the Marquis of Hertford, by which he was conftituted 
General of the weft ; and a commiftion, from his Lord- 
ftiip, to Sir Ralph I lopton, of Lieutenant-General of the 
horlc; and told them, “ he was lent to aflift them, in 
“ the defence of their liberties, againft all illegal taxes 
“ and impofitions.” Hereupon, after a full and folemn 
debate, the jury, which confifted of gentlemen of good 
quality, and fortunes in the county, not only acquitted 
Sir Ralph Hopton, and all the other gentlemen his com¬ 
panions, of any difturbance of the peace; but declared, 
“ that it was a great favour and jufticc of his Majefty, 
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“ to fend down aid to them who were already marked 
“ out to deftrudfion ; and that tliey thought it the duty 
“ of every good fuhjcdf, as well in loyalty to the King, 
“ as in gratitude to thofc gentlemen, to join with them 
“ witli any hazard of life and fortune.” 

As this full vindication was thus gotten on the King’s 
part, fo an indidfment was preferred againft Sir Alexander 
Carew', Sir Richard Buller, and the reft of the com¬ 
mittee, “ for a rout and unlawful aflembly at Laun- 
“ cefton ; and for riots and mifdcmeanors committed 
“ againft many of the King’s good fubje<Sts, in tak- 
“ ing their lilicrties from them (for they had inter¬ 
cepted and apprehended divers meft’engers, and others 
of the King’s |>arty, and employed by them). This in¬ 
dictment and information was found by the grand jury, 
and thereupon, according to a ftatute in that cafe pro¬ 
vided, an order of fellions was granted to the High 
Sheritf, a jierfon well affected to the King’s fervice, “ to 
“ raife the fnjfc foinilalus, for the difperiing that un- 
“ lawful aiicmbly at Launcefton, and for the ajiprehcn- 
“ lion of the rioters.” This w'as the rile and founda¬ 
tion of all the great fcrvice that was after performed 
in Cornwall, by which the whole weft was reduced to the 
King. For, by this means, there were immediately 
draw'n together a body of three thouland foot, w'ell 
armed ; w'hich by no other means could have been done; 
with which Sir Ralph Flopton. w'hom they all willingly 
obeyed, advanced towauds Launcefton, where the com¬ 
mittee had fortified, and from thence had lent meftages 
of great contempt upon the proceedings of the feftions; 
for, befides their confidence in their own Cornilh ftrength, 
they had a good body of horfe to fccond tliem upon all 
occailons, in the confines of Devon. 

Sir George Chudleigh, a gentleman of good fortune 

and 
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and reputation in that county, and very adlive for the 
militia, being then at Taviftock, with five or fix full 
troops of horfe, raifed in that county to go to their army, 
but detained till Cornwall could be fettled; upon the 
news of Sir Ralph Hopton’s advancing, thefe drew to 
Litton, a village in Devonihire, but within three miles 
of Launcefton. Sir Ralj)h Hopton marched within two 
miles of the town, where he refrellred his men, intend¬ 
ing, the next morning early, to fall on the town: but 
Sir Richard Buller, and his confederates, not daring to 
abide the ftorm, in great diforder quitted the town that 
night, and drew into Devonfhire, and fo towards Ply¬ 
mouth ; fo that in the morning Sir Ralph Hopton 
found the gates of Launcefton open, and entered without 
refiftance. As the fubmifiion to, and reverence of, the 
known praftifed laws had, by the Sheriff’s authority, 
railed this army within very' few days, fo the extreme 
fuperftition to it as fooh dilfolved it. P’or when all the 
perfons of honour and quality, who well knew the 
defperate formed deligns of the other party, earneftly 
prelfed the purfuing the difheartened and difmayed 
rebels into Devon, by which they Ihould quickly in- 
creafe their numbers, by joining with the well-aflecfted 
in that large and populous county, who were yet awed 
into filcncc; it was powerfully objedfed, “ that the 
“ Slieriff, by whole legal authority only thfit force was 
“ draw'n together, might not lawfully march out of his 
“own county; and that‘it was the principal privilege 
‘‘ of the Trained Bands, that they might not be com- 
“ pelled to march farther than the limits of their Sherifl'.” 

How grievous and inconvenient foever this dodtrine 
was difeerned to be, yet no man durft prefume fo far 
upon the temper of that people, as to objedl policy or 
necefiity to the notions of lawn And therefore, con- 
von. n. P. t. 0 cealing. 
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ccaling, as much as was poffiblc, the true reafons, they 
pretended their not following the enemy proceeded from 
apprehenlion of their ftrength, by their joining with Sir 
George Chudleigh, and of want of ammunition, (either 
of which were not unreafonable), anti fo marched to 
Salt.ilh, a towm in Cornwrall upon an arm of the fea; 
which only divided it from Plymouth and Devon, 
where was a garrifon of two liundred Scots; who, upon 
the approach of Sir lialph Hopton, as kindly quit Salt- 
afh, as the others had Launcefton before. So that being 
now entirely mafters of Cornwall, they fairly difniiiled 
thofe who could not be kept long together, and retired 
with tlieir owm handful of horfe and dragoons, till a new 
provocation from the enemy fhould put frefli vigour 
into that county. 

In tlie mean time, confidcring the cafualty of thofe 
Trained Bands, and that ftrength, which on a fudden 
i ould be raifed by the fujj’e roviitalns, which, though it 
made a gallant fhew in Cornwall, they eafily faw would 
be of no ufe towards the quenching the general relTcllioh 
over England, they entered upon thoughts of railing 
voluntaty regiments of foot; which could be only done 
by the gentlemen of that country among their neigh¬ 
bours, and tenants, who depended on them. Sir Bevii 
Greenvil, (the generally moft beloved man of that coun¬ 
try), Sir Nicholas Slanning, the gallant Governor of 
Pendennis Caftle, John Arundel, and Jolin Trevannion, 
tw'o young men of excellent hopes, and heirs to grej^t 
fortunes in that country, (all four of them members of 
the Houfe of Commons, and fo better informed, and 
acquainted with the defperate humours of the adverfe 
parly), undertook the railing regiments of volunteers; 
many young gentlemen, of die moft confiderable fami¬ 
lies of the county, aflilting them as inferior officers. So 

that. 
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that, within a fhorter time than could be expeAed, from 
one Angle county, there was a body of foot, of near fif¬ 
teen hundred, raifed, armed, and w'ell difciplined for 
aftion. But there was then an accident, that might 
have difeompofed a people which had not been very well 
prepared to j)eiforni their duties. 

The Lord Mohun (who had departed from York 
from the King with all profelfions of zeal and atflivity 
in his fervice) had, from the time of the firft motion*!!! 
Cornwall, forborne to join himfelf to the King’s party; 
ftaying at home at his own houfe, and imparting himfelf 
equally to all men of feveral conftitutions, as if he had 
not been yet fufiicicntly informed which party to adhere 
to. But after all tlte adverfe party was driven out of 
Cornwall, and the fame of the King’s marching in the 
head of an army, and having fought the battle at Edge- 
hill, (the cfFeA whereof was varioufly reported), without 
acquainting any body wth his intention, he took a 
journey towards Ix)ndon, at the time when .the King 
marched that way, and prcl’ented himiclf to his Majefty 
at Brentford, as lent from Sir Ralph Ifopton and the refi 
of thofe gentlemen engaged in Cornwall; though many 
men believed that his purpofe was, in truth, for London, 
if he had not then found the King’s condition better 
than it was generally believed. Upon his Lordflrip’s 
information of the ftate of thofe weftern parts, and upon 
a fuppofition that he fpake the fenfe and delires of thole 
from whom he pretended to come, the King granted a 
.commilfion jointly to his Lordfhip, Sir Ralph Hopton, 
Sir John Berkley, and Colonel Afliburnham, to govern 
thofe forces, in the abfcnce of the Ijord Marquis of 
Hertford; with which he returned into Cornwall, and 
immediately raifed a regiment of foot; behaving himfelt' 
as aftively, and being every way as forw'ard in the ad- 
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vaftcing the great bufmefs, as any man; fo that men im¬ 
puted his former refervednefs, only to his not being fa- 
tisfied in a condition of command. 

On the other fide, they who were concerned in that 
alteration were not at all well contented. For before, 
thefe gentlemen of Cornwall, upon whofc, intereft and 
aiHivity the work depcniled, had, with great readinefs, 
complied with the other, botji out of great value of their 
ptrfons, with whom they had good familiarity and 
friendfhip, and in refpedt of their authority and commif- 
fions, with whith they came qualified in that county: 
for, as was remembered before, Sir Ralph Hopton had 
a commitlion from the Marquis of Hertford, to be 
l^ieutenant General of the horfe; Sir John Berkley, to 
be Commillarv General; and Colonel Alliburnham, to be 
Ma-jor General of the fool; fo that there w^as no difpute 
of commands. But now, the Lord Mohun’s coming 
into an equal command with any, and I’uperior to thole 
who thought their rejuitation and intereft to be fuperior 
to his, "(for he had not the good fortune to be very gra¬ 
cious in his own country), and this by his own felicita¬ 
tion and interpofition, gave them fome indignation. 
However their public-heartcdnefs, and joint concern¬ 
ment in the good caufe, fo totally fupprelfed all animo- 
litics, and indeed indifpofitions, that a greater concur¬ 
rence could not be defircd in whatfoever could contribute 
to the work in hand; fo that they not only preferved 
Cornw'all entire, but made bold incurlions into Devon, 
even to the w'alls of Plymouth and Exeter; though th? 
fcafon of the year, being the deep winter, and the want 
of ammunition, foon forced them to retire into Cornwall, 

The reputation of their being mafters of that one 
county, and the apprehenfion of what they might be 
Ihortly able to do, made the Parliament think it time to 

take 
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take more care for their fuppreffion. And therefore 
they fent their whole forces out of Dorfet and Somer- 
fet, to join with thofc of Devon, to make an entire con- 
queft of Cornwall. With thefe, Ruthen (a Scotchman, 
the Governor of Plymouth) advanced into Cornwall, 
by a bridge over the Tamar, lix miles above Saltafh, 
(where he had before endeavoured to force his pafl’age 
by water, but had been beaten off with lofs), having 
maffered the guard there ; the liarl of Stamford follow¬ 
ing him, tw'O or three days march behind, with a new 
fupply of horfe and foot; albeit thofe the Scotchman had 
with him were much fuperior to thofe of the King’s; 
which, upon this hidden invafion, were forced to retire 
with their whole ftrength to Bodmin; whither, forefcc- 
ing this ftorm feme few days before it came, they had 
again fummoned the pojfe comltatus, which appeared in 
conliderable numbers. 

They had fcarce refreflied themfelves there, and put 
their men in order, when Ruthen, with his horfe, foot, 
and cannon, was advanced to Lilkard, within I'even miles 
of Bodmin; from whence they moved towards the ene¬ 
my with all alacrity, knowing how neceffary it was for 
them to tight before the Earl of Stamford, who was at 
that time come to Launcefton with a ftrong party of 
horfe and foot, fhould be able to join with the rebels. 
And as this confideration was of importance to liaften 
the one, fo it prevailed with the other party too; for 
Ruthen, apprehending that his victory, of wliich he 
made no queftion, would be clouded by the prefence of 
the Earl of Stamford, w'ho had the chief command, re- 
folved to difpatch the bufinefs before he came. And 
fo Sir Ralph Hopton (to whom the other Commif- 
fioners, who had a joint authority with him, willingly 
devolved- the foie command for that day, left confulion 
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of orders might beget diftraftion) was no fooner known 
to be drawing towards him, (to whom a prefent battle 
was fo necellkry, that it was rcfol\'ed, upon all difadvan- 
tages, to have fallen on the enemy in the town rather 
than not %ht), but Kuthen likewile drew out his forces, 
and, choofing his ground upon the eaft fide of Bradock- 
Down near Lilkard, Rood in battalia to expedt the ene¬ 
my : Sir Ral[)h Iloptop, having likewife put his men in 
order, caulcd ])ublic prayers to be faid, in the head of 
every fquadron, (which the rebels obferving, told their 
fellows, “ they were at mal's,” to fiir up their courages 
in the eaul'e of religion), and having winged his foot 
with his liorle and dragoons, he advanced within mulket- 
nK)t of the enemy, who Itood without any motion. 
Then perceiving that their cannon were not yet come up 
from the town, he caufed two fmall iron minion drakes 
(all the artillery they had) to be drawn, under the cover 
of little parties of horfc, to a convenient diftance from 
the body of the enemies; and after two fliots of thofe 
drakes, (wliich being not difeerned, and doing fomc 
excculion, firuck a greater terror into them), advanced 
with his body upon them; and, with very cafy conten¬ 
tion, beat them off'their ground; they having lined the 
hedges behind tliem with their referve, by which tliey 
thought I’ccurely to make their retreat into the town. 
Sir Ralph pm Comifh fo brilkly beffirred thcmfch'es, and 
brats the prefi'ed them fo hardvon every fide, being indeed excel- 
m nt -. lent at hedge-work, and that kind of fight, that they 
bi'liuA- quickly won that ground too, and put their whole army 
dcoiuthu'i ^ execution of them as far as 

they would purfue. But, after that advantage, they were 
always more fparing than is ufually known in civil wars, 
ihedding very little blood after refiftance was given over, 
and having a very noble and Chriftian fenfe of the lives 

of 
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of their brethren: infomuch as the common men, when 
they have been prefled by fome fiercer officer, to follow 
the execution, have anfwered, “ they could not find in 
“ their hearts to hurt men who had nothing in their 
“ hands.” 

In this battle, without the lofs of an officer of name, 
and ver}' few common men, they took twelve hundred 
and fifty prifoners, rnofl of their colours, all their can¬ 
non, being four brafs guns, (wlicreof two were twelve 
})oundcrs), and one iron faker, all their ammunition, and 
nioft of their arms. Uiithcn himfelf, and thofe who 
could keep pace with him, fled to Saltafh; which he 
thought to fortify, and by the neighbourhood of Ply¬ 
mouth, and affiftance of the fliipping, to defend ; and 
tlicreb}' ftill to have an influence upon a good part of 
Cornwall. The Earl of Stamford, receiving quick ad- 
vertifement of this defeat, in great diforder retired to 
Taviftock, to preferve the iitmoft parts of Devon from 
incurfions. Hereupon, after a folemn thankfgiving to 
Cod for this great vidlory, (which was about the middle 
of January), and a little refrefhing their men at Lilkard, 
the King’s forces divided themfelvcs; Sir John Berkley, 
and Colonel Afhburnham, with Sir Bevil Greenvil, Sir 
Nicholas Slanning’s and Colonel Trev^nion’s voluntary 
regiments, and fuch a party of horfe and dragoons as 
could be fpared, advanced to Taviflrock to vifit the Earl 
of Stamford ; the Lord Mohun, and Sir Ralph flopton, 
with the Lord Mohun’s and Colonel Godolphin’s volun¬ 
tary regiments, and fome of the Trained Bands, marched 
towards Saltafh, to diflodge Ruthen; who within three days 
(for there was no more between his defeat at Bradock- 
Down, and his vifitation at Saltafh) had caft up fuch 
works, and planted fuch ftore of cannon upon the narrow 
avenues, that he thought himfelf able, with the help of 
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a goodly fliip of four hundred tons, in which were fix- 
teen pieces of cannon, which he had brought up the river 
to the very lide of the town, to defend that place againft 
any ftrength was like to be brought againft him. But 
he quickly found that the fame fpirit poffefied his ene¬ 
mies drat dro\c him from Lifkard, and the fame that 
pofielled his own men wlien they fled from thence; for 
as foon as the Cornifh came up, they fell upon his works, 
Saitaft ^ fhort time beat him out of them; and then out 

the- King’s of the town, with a good execution upon them; many 
being killed in the fight, and more drowned: Kuthen 
himlelf hardly getting into a boat, by which he got into 
Idymouth, leat ing all his ordnance behind him, which, 
together with the Ihip, an{l feven I'core prifoners, and all 
their colours, which had lieen faved at Lilkard, w’erc 
taken by the conquerors, who were now again entire 
mafters of Cornwall. 

The Earl of Stamford had not the fame patience to 
abide the other party* at Taviftock, but, before their ap¬ 
proach, quitted the town; fomc of his forces making haftc 
into Plymouth, and the reft retiring into Exeter. And 
fo, though the old fuperftition, of not going out of the 
count)', again diflranded the Trained Bands, the Cornifh, 
with all their voluntary forces, drew into Devon, and 
fixed quarters within lefs than a mile of Plymouth, and 
kept guards even within mulket-fliot of their line. Sir 
John Berkley in the mean time with a good party vo¬ 
lant, of horfc and dragoons, with great diligence and 
gallantry, viliting all places in Devon, where their peo>. 
pic were gathered together, and diflblving them, took 
many prifoners of name; and fo kept Chudleigh, the 
Major General of the Parliament forces, from raifing a 
bod}' there ; w'hich he induftrioufly intended. 

Jn thofe necellary and brifk expeditions in falling 

upon 
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upon Cliagforcl (a little town in the fouth of Devon) 
before day, the King loft Sidney Godolphin, a young Ntr. Sidney 
gentleman of incomparable parts; who, being of a con- 
ftitution and education more delicate, and unacquainted 
with contentions, upon his obfervation of the wickednefs 
of thofe men in the Houfe of Commons, of whicli lie 
was a member, out of the pure indignation of his foul 
againft them, and confcience to his country, had, with 
the firft, engaged himfelf with that party in the weft: 
and though he thought not fit to take command in a 
profeflion he had not willingly chofen, yet as his advice 
was of great authority with all the commanders, be¬ 
ing always one in the council of war, and wliofc nota¬ 
ble abilities they had ftill ufc of in their civil tranfac¬ 
tions, fo he expofed his perfon to all atftion, travel, and 
hazard; and by too. forward engaging himfelf in this 
laft, received a mortal fhot by a mufker, a little above 
the knee, of which he died in the inftant; leaving the 
misfortune of his death ujton a place, which could never 
otherwife have had a mention to the world. 

After, this, which happened about the end of January, 
in refpedl of the feafon of the year, and the want of 
ammunition, finding that they could make no impreftion 
upon the ftrong holdt of the enemy, they retired,-witli 
their w'hole forces, to Taviftock; where they refrefhed and 'i-iie King^ 
refted themfelves many days, being willing to eafe their i,m'cs come 
faft friends of Cornwall, as much as was poffible, from the ftuck?'’ 
trouble and charge of their little army. The difficulties 
they were entangled with were very prodigious; of 
w'hich one was, that the other parts of the weft were I'o 
entirely poflefled by the enemy, that they could have 
no correfpondence, or receive any intelligence from the 
King, not one mefi'enger in ten arriving at his journey’s 
end. I'hen though the juftice aad piety of tlie caufe 
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added much power to particular perfons in railing an 
army; yet the money, that was raifcd for the mainte¬ 
nance and payment of that army, was entirely upon the 
reputation, credit, and intereft of particular men; and 
how long that fpring would fupply thofe ftreams, the 
moft fanguine among them could not prefume ; but the 
want of ammunition troubled them moft of all: they 
had yet had none but what had been taken out of the 
low ftorc of Pendennis Caftle, and what they had won 
from the enemy ; the firft wanted a fuj)ply for its own 
provifion, but which w'ay to procure that fupply they 
could not imagine; and the fear and apprehcnlion of 
fuch ftraits, againft wliich no probable hopes occur, is 
more grievous and inlupportable than any prefent want, 
captam In this inftant, as if lent by Providence, they met with 
fuppiiea an opportunity they had fcarcc courage to hope for: 
ammunu'’ Captain Carteret, the Controller of the King’s navy, 
tiou. ha\ ing in the beginning of the troubles, after he had 
refufed to have command in their fleets, without noife 
withdrawn himfelf and his family out of England to Jer- 
I'ey, and being there impatient of being quiet, whilft his 
Mafter was in the field, tranfported himfelf into Corn- 
w'all with a puqrofc to raife a troop of horfe, and to 
engage in that fervice: wlien h#came thither, he was 
unanimoufly importuned by the commanders, after they 
had acquainted him w'ith their hopelefs and defperate 
want of powder, to aflift them in that manner, that the 
many good ports in their power might be made of fome 
life to them in the fupply of powder: whereupon he 
fhortly returned into France; and firft upon his own 
credit, and then upon return of fuch commodities out 
of Cornwall as they could well fpare, he fupplied them 
with fuch great proportions oflall kinds of ammunitions, 
that they never found wunt after. 


In 
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In the mean time, when they were clouded with that 
want at Taviftock, fome gentlemen of Cornwall who 
adhered to the rebels, and were thereby difpoflefled of 
their county, made fome overtures, “ that a treaty might 
“ be entered into, whereby the peace of thofe two 
“ counties of Cornwall and Devon might be fettled, 
and the war be removed into other parts.” They who 
had moft experience of the humours and difpofitions of 
the faftious party, fealily. concluded the little hope of 
])eace by fuch a treaty; yet the propolition was fo fpe- 
cious and popular, that there was no rcjefting.it; and 
tliercfore they agreed to a meeting between perfons chofen 
of either iide; and the Earl of Stamford himl'elf fcemcil 
fo innenuous, that, at the very firft nicetin;^, to 
their clear intentions, it was mutually agreed, that ever y von Hud 
perfon employed and trufted in the treaty Ihould firft 
make a proteftation in thefe words: “ I do foleninly 

i ^ ' tntion being 

vow and proteft, in the prefence of Almighty God, t'lft ><11™ 

1 T 1 ^ ^ 1 • 

“ that I do not only come a commilhoner to this treaty, 

“ with an hearty and fervent delire of concluding an ho- 
“ nourable and firm peace between the two counties of 
“ Cornwall and Devon; but alfo will, to the utmoft of 
my power, profecute and really endeavour to accom- 
“ plilh and elFedt the fame, by all lawful ways and 
“ means I polRbly can ; firft by maintaining the Pro- 
■ “ teftant Religion eftablifhed by law in the Church of 
England, the juft rights and prerogative of our fo- 
* “ vereign Lord the King, the juft privileges and free- 
“ dom of Parliaments; together with the juft rights 
“ and liberty of the fubjedls; and that I am without 
“ any intention (by fomenting this unnatural w'ar) to 
“ gain, or hope to .advantage myfclf with the real or 
perfonal eftate of any perfon whatfoever, or obtaining 
“ any office, command, title of lionour, benefit, or re- 

“ ward 
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‘‘ war<1, either from the King’s Majcfty, or either or 
“ both Houfes of Parliament now aflcmbled. And this 
“I take, in the prefence of Almighty God, and as I 
“ fhall anfwer the fame at his tribunal, according to 
tlie literal fenfc and meaning of the foregoing words, 
“ without any equivocation, mental refervation, or other 
cwifion whatfoever. So help me God.” 

The taking this pvoteftation with that folemnity, and 
tlie blefled Sacramc‘i\t thereupon, made even thofe, who 
before expe<^cd little fruit from the treaty, believe, that 
nu n, being fo engaged, would not be liable to thofe 
pallioiis and aflcdlions, which ufually tranfported that 
jjart)-; and fo to hojte that fome good might proceed 
from it: and therefore the King’s party were eafily in¬ 
duced to retire with their forces into Cornwall; and 
^ ^ ccllation was agreed upon, that 

tio.1 thcie- a treaty might proceed without interruption. In which 
treaty, the lame continuing beyond the expiration of the 
prcient year 1642, we diall for the prefent leave them.; 
that we may take a Ihort furvey of the nortltern parts, and 
remember by what degrees they came to feel the cala¬ 
mities, and to bear their burden in the civil war. 

.■\n account hen the King left Yorklhire, he appointed Sir 
"[‘'’1'™“'''Thomas Glemham, at the delire of the gentlemen of that 
diipofition countv, as was before remembered, to ftay in York, to 

atthattinu'. ■' , ^ r i-ii/i 

order and command thole forces, which they mould find 
necellary to raile, to defend themfelves from tlie excur- 
fions of Hull, whence young Hotham infefted the 
country more than his father; who w'as willing enough 
to fit ftill in his garrifon, where he believed he could 
make advantage upon the fuccefs of either party: and 
they w'ho were molt inclined to the ^Parliament {whereof 
the Ixird Pkiirfax and his fon wereflie chief; from whom 
the King w as fo far from expedting any notable mif- 

chief, 
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chief, that he left them all at their own houfes, when 
he went from thence ; and might, if he had thought it 
reciuilitc, have carried them away prifoners with him) 
were rather delirous to look on, than engage theml'elves 
in tlic war; prefuming that one battle would de¬ 
termine all difputcs, and the party which prevailed 
in that would find a general I'ubmiffion throughout 
the kingdom. And truly, I believe, there was fcarce 
one conclufion, that hath contributed more to the 
continuance and length of the war, than that gene¬ 
rally received opinion in the beginning, that it would 
h|| quickly at an end. Hereupon, there being but 
one vilible difference like to beget difiradlions in the 
country, wiiich was about the militia, the King ap¬ 
pointing it to be governed and difpofed by the com- 
miflion of array, and the Parliament by their ordinance; 
for the compoling whereof, the gentlemen of the fcveral 
opinions propofed, between themfeh es, “ that neither the 
“ one nor the other fhould be meddled with; but that all 
“ fhould be contented to fit ftill, without engagement 
to either party.” This feemed very reafonablc to the 
Parliament party there, who were rather carried aw'ay 
with an implicit reverence to the very name of a Parlia¬ 
ment (the fatal difeafe of the whole kingdom at that 
time) than really tranf])orted with the paffion and defign 
of the furious part of it; and who plainly difeerned, 
that by much the greatefl: part of the perfons of ho¬ 
nour, quality, and infereft in the county would cor¬ 
dially oppofe their proceedings; for, befidcs the Lord 
Fairfax, there were in truth few of good rcjuitation and 
fortune, who run that way. On the other hand, the 
King’s party thought their work done by it; for they 
having already fent two good regiments of foot, the one 
under Colonel John Bellafis, younger Ion to the Lord 
Vifeount Falconbridge, and the other under Sir Wil¬ 
liam 
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lianiPennyman; and two regiments of dragoons, the one 
under Colonel Duncomb; the other, Colonel Gowre; 
hcfidcs three or four good troops of horfe; and the 
King being at tliat dillancc, that they could not fend 
him farther fupply; they thought they had nothing to 
do, but to keep the country in fuch a peace, that it 
might do the King no harm by fending men to the 
Earl of Elfcx, or adhering to the garrifon of Hull; and 
concluding, as the other did, that the decifion between 
the King and Parliament would be at the firft cncoun- 
Articif^oi fcr. Upon ihefe deliberations, articles were folemnlv 

ntuirdlity ^ ^ ^ ^ 

asiad 111 drawn up, coiifented to and fubferibed by the Ltfd 
be"iM(ir l^'airfax, and Harry Bellafis, the heir apparent of the 
iimh p,u- jibji^-ojrbridgc, who were the two knights who 

ferved in Parliament for Yorkfhire, nearly allied toge¬ 
ther, and of great kindnefs till their, feveral opinions 
and afleftions had divided them in this quarrel: the 
former adhering to the Parliament; the latter, with great 
courage and Ibbriety, to the King. 

^Vith them, tlic principal perfons of cither party fub^ 
fcribeil the articles, and gave their mutual faiths to each 
other, that tliey would obferve them; being indeed no 
other than an engagement of neutrality, and to affift 
neither jtarty. Of all the gentry of Yorkfhire, there 
were only two DifTenters on the Parliament fide; young 
Hotham, and Sir Edward Rhodes; who, though of the 
better quality, was not fo much known, or confidered, 
as the other. But they quickly found feconcls enoq|^; 
for the Parliament no fooner was informed of this Ijsfpf- 
adlion, than they expreffed their deteftation of it, and 
gently in words (though fcornfully in matter) reprehend¬ 
ing the Lord F'airfax, and his party, “ for being co- 
“ zoned and over-reached by the otherthey de¬ 
clared, “ that none of the parties to that agreement had 
“ any authority to bind that country to any fuch neu- 

“ trality, 
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•' tfaiity, as was mentioned in that agreement; it being 
“ a peculiar and proper power and privilege of Parlia- 
“ ment, where the whole body of the kingdom is repre- 
“ fented, to bind, all, or any part thereof: that it was 
“ very prejudicial and dangerous to the whole kingdom, 
that one county lliould withdraw themfelves from the 
alfiftance of the reft, to which they were bound by 
law, and by feveral orders and declarations of Parlia- 
“ ment: tliat it was very derogator}^ to the power and 
“ authority of Parliament, tliat any private men fltould 
“ take upon them to i'lifpend the execution of the ordi- 
“ nance of the militia, declared by both lloufes to be 
“ according to law, and very neccffiiry, at that time, for 
the prefervation of the ])cacc and lixfcty of the king- 
“ dom. And therefore, they faid, they thought them- 
“ felves bound in confcience, to hinder all farther pro- 
“ ceedings upon that agreement; and ordered, that But dir- 
“ no fuch neutrality fhould be obferved in that county. o'e'ivnL 
“ P'or if they fhould fuffer particular counties to divide 7^^ 
“ themfelves from the reft of the kingdom, it would 
a means of bringing all to ruin and deftru6iion.” And tiiity there, 
therefore they farther declared, that “ neither the Lord 
“ Fairfax, nor the gentlemen of Yorkfhirc, who were 
“ parties to thofc articles, nor any other inhabitants of 
“ that county, were bound by any fuch agreement ,; but 
“ required, them to plirfue their former refolutions, of 
maintaining and affifting the Parliament, in defence 
“ of the common caufe, according to tlte general pro- 
y teflation wherein tliey were bound with the reft of 
the kingdom, and againft the particular proteftation 
by themfelves lately made; and according to fuch 
“ orders and commiffions as they fhould receive from 
“ both Houfes of Parliament, from the committee of 
“ the Lords and Commons appointed for die lafety of 

“ the 
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“ the kingdom, or from the Earl of ElTex, Lord Genc- 
“ ral.” And, left this their declaration fliould not be of 
|)ower enough to diflblve this agreement, they publiflied 
their refolution, and direfted that “ Mr. Hotham. and 
“ Sir Edward Rhodes fhould proceed upon their former 
‘‘ inftru(ftions; and that tliey fhould have power to feize 
and apprehend all Delinquents that were fo voted by 
“ tlie Parliament, and all fuch others, as Delinquents, as 
had, or did fhew themfelves oppofitc and difobedient 
“ to the orders and proceedings of Parliament.” 

Upon this declaration, and vote, not only young 
Hotham fell to the pradficc of adts of hoftility, with all. 
licenfc, out of the garrifon at Hull; but the Lord Fair¬ 
fax himl'eif, and all the gentlemen of that part}", who 
harl, with that proteftation, figned the articles, inftead 
of refenting the reproach to themfelves, tamely fubmitted 
fo thofc unrcafonablc conclufions; and, contrary to their 
folemn promife and engagement, prepared themfelves to 
liear a part in the war, and made all hafte to levy men. 

Upon fo great a difadvantage were the King’s party ‘ 
in all places; who were fo precife in promifes, and their 
[)erfonal undertakings, that they believed they could not 
Jerve the King, and his caufe, if their reputation and in¬ 
tegrity were once blemiftied, though fome particular 
contradl proved to his difadvantage: whilft the others 
expofed their honours for any prcl'ent temporary conve- 
niencies, and thought themfelves abfolved by any new* 
refolution of the Houfes, to whofe cuftody their honour 
and ingenuity was committed. The prcl'ent difadvan-_ 
tage of this rpptiire was greater to the King’s party there, 
than to the otlier. l''or (befides that many, who con¬ 
curred with them very frankly and lolicitoufly in the. 
neutrality, fepafated themfelves from them now there 
was a neceftlty of action) they h.ad neither money to 

raife 
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raife men, nor qjrms to arm them; fo that the ftrength 
conlifted in the gentlemen themfelves> and their rctinne; 
who, by the good afFebtions of the inhabitants of Y ork, 
were ftrong enough to Iccure one another within the 
walls of that city. Then tiic, Earl of Cumberland, in 
whom the chief power of command was to raile men 
and money in a cafe of necefTity, though he was a per- 
fon of entire devotion to the King, was in his nature 
unabfive, and utterly unexperienced in allairs and exi¬ 
gents of that natjirc. 

On the other hand, the 0])pofite party was Ifrength- 
ened and enabled by the ftrong garrifon of Hull, w-licnce 
young Ilotham, on all occafi nils, w'as ready to fccond them 
with his troop of horfe, and to take up any well allcrtcd 
peri'on who was fufpcbfcd to be loyal; which drove all 
refolved men from their hoiifes into York, where they 
only could be fafe. The other could have what men 
more they delired from London, and both ready money 
from thence to Hull, and ordinances to raife what they 
would in the county to pay them. Lewis, Halifax, and 
Bradford, three very populous and rich towns, (which 
depending w'holly upon clothiers too much maligned 
the gentry), w'ere wholly at their riifjiofition. I'lieir 
neighbours in Lincolnfhire were in a body to fccond 
them, and Sir John Gell was on the fame bcliali' pol- 
fefled of Derby, and all that county, there being none 
that had the hardinefs yet, to declare there for the King. 
'So that, if Sir John Hotham’s warinefs had not kept 
him from being, adtivc, and his pride, and contempt of 
the Lord Fairfax, upon whom the country diieliy de¬ 
pended, hindered him from feconding and aftifting his 
Lordlhipor if any man had had the entire command 
of thofe parts and forces, to have united them, the 
Parliament had, with very little rcliftancc, been abfolute 
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mafters of all YorklKire; and, as ealily,,of the city itfclf. 
But their want of union in particulars, though they 
agreed too well in the main, gave the King’s party time 
to breathe, and to look about for their prefervatiom 
Thereupon they fent to the Earl of Ncwcaftle for allift- 
ance; offering, “ if he would march into Yorklhirc, 
“ they would join with him, and be entirely com- 
“ manded by himthe Earl of Cumberland willingly 
offering to wave any title to command. 

It was before remembered, that, wh^n the King left 
York, he hatl lent the Earl of Ncwcaftle, as a perfon of 
great lionour and intereft in thofe parts, to be Governor 
of Ncwcaftle; and fo to fecure that port, that the Par¬ 
liament might neither feize it,' nor the Scots be bribed 
by it to come to the afliftance of their brethren. Which 
commiftion from the King his Lordfliip no fooner 
executed, without the leaft hoftility, (for that town re¬ 
ceived him with all polhble acknowledgments of the 
King’s goodnefs in fending him,) but he was impeached 
by the Houle of Commons of high treafon. From hi* 
going thither, (which was in Augu-ft,) till toward the 
end of November, the Earl fpent his time in dil^ofing 
tlie people of Northumberland, and the bifhppric mf 
Durham, to the King’s fervice, and to a right under- 
ftanding of the matters in difference; in tire fortifjing 
Ncwcaftle, and the river; whereby that harbbur rt%ht 
only be in the King’s obedience; in railing a garrifpn 
for that place, and providing arms for a farther advance 
of the King’s fervice. Then he provided for the aftift- 
ance of his friends in Yorkfhire, whofe condition jgrew 
every day more defperate. For the Parliam^t, fjadir^ 
the inconveniehcies of having commander ki in 
thofe parts, had caufed their Generaliflimo, the Ealpi of 
Effex, to fend a commiftion to the Lord Fairfax;, ^ to 

“ com- 
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“ command all the forces of Yorkfliire, and the adjacent 
“ counties, in chiefby which, in lefs time titan could made Go- 
be reafonably imagined, he was able to draw together anyiMkniiif 
army of fivf or fix thoufand horfe and foot: fo that 
York Jinift prefcntly have been fwallowed up. 

But, in the beginning of December, the Earl of‘'f 
Ncwcaftle marched to their relief; and having left U, Ctiiiu's troin 
good garrifon in Newcaftle, and fixed fuch fmall garri-ii,w Voik. 
l()ns in his way, as might fecurc his communication 
with that port, to which all his ammunition was to be, 
brought; with a body of near three thoufand foot, and 
fix or feven hundred horfe and dragoons, without anv 
encounter with the enemy, (though they had threatened 
loud.) he entered York ; having lefi’encd the enemy's 
firength, without blood, both in territories and men. 

For, as foon as he entered Yorkfliire, two regiments 
raifed in Bichmondfhire and Clevclantl difiiilvcd of 
themfelves; having it yet in their choice to dwell at 
home, or to leave their houfes to new comers. "Die 
Earl being now mailer of the north as far as York, 
thought rather of forming an army, and providing 
money to pay it, than of making any farther progrefs in 
the winter; and therefore fuffered the Lord Fairfax to 
enjoy the fouthera jiart of that large rich count)', till 
the fpring, and the improvement of his condition, fiiould 
enable him to advance: yet few days palled without 
blows, in which the Parliament forces had ul'uaily tlie 
worft. 

- Shortly after the Earl’s coming to York, General 
King repaired to him, wdiom he made Lieutenant Ge-. 
nerfti bfhiS'army; who, notwithflanding the unavoidablc 
prejudkie, in that conjundfure, of his being a Scotch¬ 
man, ordered the foot with great wifdoni and dexterit}’; 
the durge of the horfe being at the fiune time committed 
• r 2 to 
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to General Goring; who, by the Queen’s favour, not- 
withftanding all former failings, was recommended to that 
province, and quickly applied himfclf to a 61 ion: fo 
that, though the Lord Fairfax kept Selby and Cawood, 
both within a fmall diftance from York, the Earl was 
abfolute mafter of the field. And now the north yielded 
feciirc footing for thofe who had been unrcafonably per- 
fecuted for their obedience to the King, the Queen her- 
fclf thought of returning into England. 

Her Majefty had, from her tirft ginng into Holland, 
dexteroudy endeavoured to advance the King’s intcrcfl, 
and fent very great quantities of arms and ammunition 
to Newcaflle, (though, lay the -vigilance of the Parlia¬ 
ment agents in thofe parts, and the power of their fhips, 
too much of it was intercepted), with fome confiderable 
I'ums of money, and good fture of ofFicers; who, by the 
connivance of the Prince of Orange, came over to lerve 
their own King. And frorn this extraordinary care of 
her Majefty’s, and her known grace and favour to the 
})crfon of the Earl of Newcaftlc, who fhc well knew had 
contrafted many enemies by the eminency of hjs devo¬ 
tion to the King, that army was by the Parliament 
flyled the Q/icc/is army, and the Catholic army, thereby 
to expofe her Majefty the more to the rude malfce of 
the peo})lc, and the army to their prejtidice; perfuading 
them, “ that it 'eonfifted of none but profelTed Papiftsj who 
“ intended nothing but the extirpation of the Proteftants, 
“ and eftabliftiing their own profelfion.” 

About the middle of February, the Queen took fllip-' 
ping from Holland^ l^oStates man of war, afligned by 
the Prince of * others for her oolivoy, and 

arrived fafely in Budirifton Bay, upon the cci^ 'of 
Buriiiigton Y^orkftiirc; where ftic had the patience to ftay on 
Uud. board at anchor, the fpacc of two days, till the Earl 

* notice, 
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notice, “ to draw fucli a ])art of liis forces that way, as 
“ might fecnrc her landing, and wait on her to York 
which he no looner did, (and he did it with all imagin¬ 
able expedition,) but her Majcfty came on Ihore ; and, 
for the prefent, was ]ilea(ctl to refrelh herfelf in a con¬ 
venient huufe upon the very key, where all accommo- 
rfations w'cre made for her reception; there being many 
things of moment to be iinlhippcd before fhe could rea- 
fonably enter upon her iourmy towards York. 

d'he fecond day after the Queen’s landing, Batten, 
Vice-Admiral to the Earl of Warwick, (who had waited 
to intercept her paffage,) whth four of the King’s fliips, 
arrived in Burlington Road; and, finding that her Ma- 
jefiy w'as landed, and that Ihe lodged upon the key, 
bringing his fliips to the nearefi difiance, being eery 
early in the morning, difeharged above a liundred can¬ 
non (whereof many were laden w'ith crofs-bar-lhot) for 
the fpace of two hours upon the houfc where her Ma- 
jefty w^as lodged ; w'hereupon ihe was forced out of her 
bed, fome of the Ihot making way through her own 
chamber; and to fhelter herfelf under a bank in the open 
fields; which barbarous and tVeafonable atfi was fo much 
the more odious, in that the Parliament never fo far 
took notice of it, as to difavow it. So that many be¬ 
lieved it was very plcafing to, if not commanded by 
them; and that, if the fliips had encountered at fea, they 
would have left no hazard unruii to have deftroyed her 
Majefty. 

■ ' The Queen fhortly after removed to York, and the 
King’s affairs profpered to that degree, that, as the Earl 
of Newcaftle had before fixed a garrifon at Newark in The Karl 
Nottinghamfhire, which kc])t the forces of Lincoln from°|j 
joifiihg entirely with the Lord Fairfax, and had withs””^'>»»‘ 
great courage beaten ofl' a formed body of the rebels 
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who atteitipted it; fo he now lent Clltarles Cavcndifli, 
the younger brother of the Earl of Dc\'onflhre, rvith a 
party volant of horfe and dragoons, info Lincolnihire : 
where, about the middle of March, he aflaultcd Grant¬ 
ham, a new garrifon of tiie rebels; which he took, and 
in it above three hundred prifoners, whh all their officers, 
arms, and arnraunition; and, about the tame time, Sir 
Hugh Cholmondley, who had done very notable fervice 
to the Parliament, and oftener defeated the Earl of Nev.'- 
caftlc’s troops (though he had been in truth hurried to 
that [larty, rather by the engagement of Sir John Ho- 
fham, with whom he had long friendfliip, than by his 
own inclination) than any officer of thofe parts, very 
frankly revolted to his allegiance; and wfaiting on her 
Majefty for her affurance of his pardon, delivered up the 
Sir iiiitrh caftlc of Scarborough (a place of importance) to the 
King; the command and government whereof was 
s'orho'* committed to him; which he dif- 

rounh oif- charged with courage and fingular fidelity. By this 
Queen, means, and thofe fuccefles, the Lord Fairfax quitted 
Selby, Cawood, and Tadcafter, and retired to Pdmfret 
and Halifax; whereby the' Earl was, upon the matter, 
poffefled of that whole large county, and fo able to help 
Thecondi- his iicighbours. This was the ftatc of that part of the 
Jl™,north which was under the Earl of NewcaMe’s Con*, .if- 
|;j'"^'||’''''’fion : for Lancafhire, Chefhire, and Shropfhire, Were in a 
and sinoi). worfc Condition ; of which, and the neighbour Counties, 
it will be neceffary in the next place to fay fomewhat; 
and of thofe firft which lie fartheft off ' ■ 

We have faid before, that when the King left Shtewf- 
bury, and marched to meet the Earl of BUM, (which 
he did at Edgehill), all his defigns being to cpme tp a 
battle; and the opinion of moft, that a battle 'Wteld 
determine all; he w'as to apply all the ftrength Mid 

forces 
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forces lie could poffibly raifc^ to the increafing his 
army; fo that he left no garrifou behind him, but relied 
upon the intcreft and authority of tlie Lord Strange, 
(who was, by the death of his father, now Earl of 
Derby), to fupprefs all commotions and infurrediions, 
which might happen in the counties of Lancafhire and 
Chelhire; which his Lordfhip was confident he fhould 
Ite able to do, and was then generally believed to have 
a greater infiuence upon thofe two counties, and a more 
ablolufe compnand o\ cr the people in diem, than any 
lubjeefi: in England had, in any other quarter of the 
kingdom, dlie town of Shrewfbury, and that good 
county, where the King had been fo [irofperous, (and 
by which the jieople were more engaged), he entrufted 
only to that good fpirit that then poirefied it, and to the 
legal authority of the Sherifls and .Juftices of the peace. 
And it fared in thofe counties as in all other parts of the 
kingdom, that the number of thofe who defired tfi fit 
(till w'as greater than of thole who defired to engage in 
either • party; fo that they were generally inclined to 
articles of neutrality. And in Chelhire, the aedive peo¬ 
ple of both fides came to .tliofe capitulations, with as 
much folemnity as liad been in Yorkfiiire, and by the 
fame declaration of the Parliament (fo much the fame, 
tlyt there was no other difference but alterations of 
names aad places) were abfolved from the obfervation 
of them. And then Sir William J3raerton, a gentleman 
of ^ aunpetent fortune in that coimty, and Knight for 
'that fhire in Parliament, but moft notorious for a known 
averfion to the government of the Church, bringing with 
him:fi:om London a troop of horfe, and a regiment of 
drtgooflSj marched thither to proteft thofe who were of 
thati ]^y, and, under fuch a fhelter, to encourage them 
th appear. 
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The city of Chefter was firm to tiic King, by the 
virtue of the inhabitants, and intcrefi: of the Bilhop, and 
cathedral men; but efpcciail} by the reputation and 
dexterity of Mr. O, Bridgman, fon to the Bilhop, and a 
lawyer of very good eftimation ; who not only informed 
them of their duty, aitd encouraged them in it, but u])on 
his credit and eftatc, both which were \ ery good, fup- 
plicd them witli whatfoever was neceflfary ibr their de¬ 
fence ; fo that they were not put to be honeft and cx- 
penfive together. But as they had no garrifon of fol- 
diers, ii) tiiey had no olTieer of ikill and experience to 
manage and dircbl that courage which, at lealf, was 
willing to ilefend their own walls; which they were now 
like to be put to. Therefore the King lent thither Sir 
Nicholas Byron, a foldier of very good command, w'ith 
a commiflion to be “ Colonel General of Chefliire and 
“ Shroplhire; and to be Governor of Cheller;” who 
being a perlbn of great allability and dexterity, as well 
as martial knowledge, ga\'c great life to the defigns of^ 
the well-allebted there ; and, with the encouragement of 
lome gentlemen of North Wales, in a fliort time raifed 
Inch a power of liorfe and foot, as made often Ikirmilhes 
with the enemy; fometimes w'ith notable advantage, 
never with any lignal lofs. Sir William Bruerton forti¬ 
fied Nantwich, as the King’s ])arty did Chefter; frorp 
which garrlfons, containing both their forces, they con¬ 
tended which fhould moll prevail upon, that is moft 
fubdue, the afledlions of the county, to declare for and 
join with them. But the fair expectation of Chelhire 
was clouded by the ftorms that arole in Lancafhirc, 
where men of no name, and contemned intereft, by the 
mere credit ol' the Parliament, and frenzy of the people, 
on a fudden fnatched that hirge and populous county 
from tlieir devotion to the Earl of Derby. 


The 
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I'he town of Manchefier had, from the beginning, 
(out of that fabtious humour wliich poilelicd moft cor¬ 
porations, and tiic pride of tlieir wealth), oppofed the 
King, and declared magiftcrially for the Parliament. 
But as a great part of the county conlifted of Papifts, of 
whofe infiirrcftions they had made fuch ufe in the be¬ 
ginning of the Parliament, when they had a mind to 
alarm the people with dangers; fo it was conlidently 
believed, that there was not one man oi' ten throughout 
that county, who meant not to be dutilid and loyal to 
the King: yet the relllcfs ipint of the leditious party 
rvas fo feduious and induftrious, and every one of the 
party fo ready to be engaged, and punftually to obey; 
and, on the other hand, the Earl of Derby lo unadiiec, 
and fo uncomplying with tliofe who were fuller ot ala¬ 
crity, and would have proceeded more \ig(jroufly ag.iinft 
the enemy; or, through want (if experience, lo irreluliite, 
that, inftead of countenancing the King’s party in Clie- 
fliire, which was expected from him, the Earl, inlenli- 
bly, found Lancafliire to be almoil poflefled againft 
him; the .rebels c\cry day gaining and .fortifying all the 
ftrong towns, and furprifing his troops, without any 
confiderable encounter. And yet, fo hard was the King’s 
condition, that, though he knew thole great misfortunes 
proe'eeded from want oi' condutitj and of a rigorous and 
expert commander, he thought it not lafe to make any 
alteration, left that Earl might be jirovoked, out of dlf- 
(lain to have any fuperior in Lancalhirc, to manifeft how 
•■much he could do againft him, though it appeared he 
could do little tur him. Yet it was calily difeerned, 
that his ancient power there depended more upon the 
fear titan love of the people; there being very many, 
oow ip this time of liberty, engaging thcmlcives againft 
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the Kinj, liiat they might not bc'fubjc6I to that lord’s 
comnuind-i. 

lIovvcAcr, the King comnritting Lancalliire ftill to 
Ills Lordjhip’s care, (whole hdcliry, without doubt, was 
blamdefs, whatever his Hall was), he lent the Lord 
(lapel to Shrewibury, with a commilhon of “ Licu- 
“ tenant General c)f Shroplhirc, Clielhire, and Norlli 
“Wales;” who, being a perl'on of great fortune and 
honour, quickly engaged tliofe parts in a cheerful ailb- 
cia'ion; and railed a bod) o! hoiie and foot, that gave 
Sir \V illiam llruei toii io much trouble at Nautwich, 
that the garrifon at GheJter bad breath to enlarge its 
quarters, and tri j)ro\ide for its own lecurity; though 
the enemy omitted no opportunity of infefting them, 
and gave them as much trouble as was pollible. It 
cannot be denied but Sir William Bruerton, and the 
other gentlemen of that party, albeit their educations 
and couric ot life had been very dillcrent from tiieir 
preltnt engagements, atrd for the moft part were t'ery 
unpromifing in matta-s of war, and therefore were,too 
much contemned enemies, executed tlieir commands 
with notable fobriety, and indefatigable induftr}p (virtues 
not fo well praelii'ed in the King’s quarters), infomuch 
as the heft foldiers who encountered with Aem had no 
cattle to defpife them., It is true, they had no other 
Itraits and difficulties to ftruggic with, than what pro¬ 
ceeded from their enem}'; being always fupplied with 
money to pay their foldiers, and with arms to arm them; 
whereby it was in their power not to grieve and opprefs ' 
the people. And thereby (bdides the fpirit of.&t^on 
that much governed) the common people were more 
devoted to them, and gave them all intelligence of what 
might concern them; whereas they who were entrufted 

to 
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to govern the King’s aftairs had intolerable difficulties 
to pafs through ; being to raife men without money, to 
arm them without weapons, (that is, they had no maga¬ 
zine to fupply them), and to keep them together with¬ 
out pay; ib that the countr}’^ was both to feed and 
clothe the foldiers; which quickly inclined them to 
remember only the burden, and forget the quarrel. 

d’he difference in the temper of the common people 
oi both tides was fo great, that they who inclined to the 
Parliament left nothing unperformed that might adr ance 
the caule; and were incredibly vigilant and induftrious 
ro crois and hinder whatfoever mighr promote the 
King’s: whereas they who wiflicd well to him thought 
they had performed their duty in doing ib, and that 
they had done enough for him, in that they had done 
nothing againlf. him. 

'Pliough, by this fending tlie Lord Capcl, tliofe coun¬ 
ties of Shropiliirc and Clieffiire, with the alliltancc of 
North Wales, kept thole parts fo near their obedience, 
that their difobedience w;vs not yet pernicious to the 
King, in fending aflifrance to the Earl of Eifex againlf 
his Majeffy, or to the Lord Fairfax againft the JCarl of 
Newcaftle ; yet thofc counties which lay in the line be¬ 
tween Oxford and York were, upon the matter, entirely The roruii- 
pthieffed by the enemy. The garrifon of Northampton ''he 
kept that wffiolc county in obcdicnee to the Parliament, h 
■fave that from Bacibury the adjacent parts were forced ■“’<1 

to bring fomc contriluition thither, fn Warwicklhirc 
the King It.td no Ibcning; the caftJe of Wanvick, the 
city of Coventre. and liis own caftle of Killingworth, 
being fortified againft liim, -The Lord (Irey, ion to 
■ the'Earl of Stamford, had the command of lA'icelfer- 
fhire, and had put a garrifon into Lcicefter. Dcrby- 
Ihire, without any vilible party in it for die King, was 

under 
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sinclcr tlic power of Sir John Gcll, who liad fortified 
Derby. And all thefe counties, with SfalFordihire, were 
united in an alibciation againlt the King under the cotn- 
niand of the Lord Brook; who was, by the Earl of 
hhib:. made General of tliat af (Kiation; a man cordially 
difaHedted to the government of the Church, and ujion 
v.hom tliat party liad a great dependence. 'This af'o- 
(iation received no otlier interruption from, or for the 
King, tlian what (iolone! Tiaftings gave; who, being a 
younger fon to the laail of Huntingdon, had appeared 
eminently for the King from the beginning; having 
railed a '{ood tloop of liorle witii the frft, and, in the 
head fliereol, charged at Kdgehill. 

After tlic King was iettled .at Oxford, Colonel Ilaft- 
iiigs, with Ilia own troop of horfe only, and fome officers 
wliii, ii he ealiiv gathered together, went with a commif- 
iion into I-clcefl-crlhire, of “ Colonel General of that 
“ county,” and fixed himl'elf at Afhby dc la Zotich, the 
houle of the Earl of Huntingdon, his hither, w'ho was. 
then living; which lie prefcntly fortified; and, in a 
very flioit time, by his intcreft there, raifed fo good a 
party of horfe and foot, that he maintained many fkir- 
inilhes with the Lord Grey: the King’s fenfice being 
the more advanced there, by the notable anitnolities be¬ 
tween the two families of .Huntingdon and'Stamford; 
between whom the countv was divided paffionately 
enough, without any other'quarrel. And now the'fons 
fought the public quarrel, with their private fpirit and 
indignation. But the King had the advantage in his 
charajiion, the Lord Grey being a young man of no 
eminent parts, and only loncked with the credit and au¬ 
thority of the Parliament: whereas (iolonel H^kgs, 
though a )'ounger brother, by his perlbnal rejnitatibn, 
had lupported his family; .and, bv' the intcreft of it, and 
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the aftedlion that peoi)le bore to him, brought, no doubt, 
an addition ol’ power to the very caufe. Inlomuch as he 
not only defended himl'elf againft the forces of the Par¬ 
liament in Ijoicclierlhire, bur. difquicttd Sir John Gell 
in Derbyfirire, and fixed fome convenient garrilbns in 
Staffordfliirc. 

About the fame rime, fome gentlemen of that coun¬ 
ty, rather well affluded than experienced, before they 
were we]! enough provided to go ihrouj-h their work, 
feized on the (dofc in Luhfield for the King; a place 
naturally flroug, an<l dei’ended with a moat, anti a very 
iiig'h and thick wull: which in the iuCanev of the war 
was thought a good fortilication. d'o (uppreis this 
growing force, within the limits of his aihici.ttion, the 
Lord Brook advanced with a formed bt'-'v of horle, 
foot, and cannon ; j'.art drawn I'roin the Ihitl cf Llilx’s 
army, and the reft out of the ganifons of Coventry 
and Warwick ; and, withttut any reliftance, entered the 
city of Lichfield ; which, being unfortirted, w^as o])cn to 
all comers. The number in the Clofe was not great, 
nor their proviiions fuch as fhciukl have been, and vxry 
well might have been, made; fo that he nratle no doubt 
of being fpeedily mafter of it; Sir John Gell having 
brought up' a good addition of ftrcngtli to him from 
Derby. He was fo far from apprehending any dangerTii, r.r.t 
from the befiqged, that himfelf lodged in a houfe within .r/ubi'l'iij 
mufltet-fhof of tile Clofe ; where, the very tlay he meant 
to afliiult it, fitting in his chamber, atid the wiptlow open, i '; ' 
he was, from the wall of the Clofe, by a common foldier. i Ntm 
fhot .with a mulket in the eye ; of which he inftantly sir I'lm 
died without fpcaklng a word. 

.yiiere .were many dilcourfes and oLfervations upon 
his; death, that it ftiould be upon St. Chad's clay, (being 
tfie fecond day of March), by whofe name, he being a 
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bifhop fhortly after the planting of Chriftianify in this 
ifland, tliat church had been anciently called. And it 
W'as reported, that in his prayer, that very morning, {for 
he ul'ed to pray ppblidy, though his chaplain were in the 
prefence), he wiflicd, “ that, if the caufe he were in were 
“ not right and juft, he might be prefently cut oft'.” 
They who were acquainted with him belieted him to 
be well natured and juft; and rather fcduced and cor¬ 
rupted in his underftanding, than perverfc and malicious. 
'Whether his palftons or confciciice fwayed him, he was 
undoubtedlv one of thofe who could have been with 
moft difticuliy reconciled to he government of Church 
or State : and iliercfore his death was looked upon as no 
ill oiuen to peace, and was exceedingly lamented by iii.-i 
parly: wliich had fcaree a more ablolutc confidence in 
any man than in him. However, it brought not that 
R'llef to the bellcged in the Clofc as was believed it would; 
fir the fame forces, under Sir .lohn Gell, proceeded fo 
vigoroufly in the v\'c'rk, and they within fo faintly and 
iiiftkilfully, that without any of that diftrels which men 
thought it might bear, and which it did, witliin a ftiort 
lime after, bear againfl' the King, the place>was yielded 
tvithout other conditions than of quarter.,^ b;^'which 
many perfons bccante prif^iers, of too goj ^fl uality to 
have their names remci^.^^d. .• % 

By this prize, the fpirit's^of that party%^5e*iaucli ex¬ 
alted, and the King’s party in thofe parts as^much c^ 
down, fomc gentlemen betook themfeives to the 
town of Stafford, and having too much deckared for the 
King, when they thought Liclifteld would have been of 
ftrengtii to fccure them, to hope to live unhurt at tlieir 
houfes, refolvcd to defend that place ; againft wlfti^i Sir 
John Gell drew his late flefhed troops. But tlw.Elan of 
Northampton (who intended the relief of Lichfield, 
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they had had any patience to cxpcA it) with a ftrong 
party of horfe and dragoons, from his garrifon of Ban¬ 
bury, came fcafonably to their fuccour, and ^ut hinifclf 
into the town; and, the fame night, beat tip a quarter 
of the enemy's, in which lie killed and took above an 
hundred of their horfe. Sir John Gell retired ib far as 
to meet with Sir William Bruerton, w'ho, from Nant- 
wich, was coming to )oin with him for the fuhduing of 
Stafl'ord ; and, having done that, rcfoKcd to march in a 
body for the' clearing the other countici. When they 
were joined, being near three thoufand foot and horfe, 
with a good train of artiller), they moved back towards 
St.afford, imagining the J'kirl of Noithamptoii would 
meet them without the walls: .and it fo fell out : for the 
Earl no Iboner heard th.if the rebels were drawing towards 
the town, but he drerv out his party to encounter tiiem ; 
imagining it could be only Ge!l, whole niimliers he tin- 
derhood, and whofc courage he mucli undcrvagiied. 

It W'as on a Sunday, about the middle of March, 
when, in the afternoon, he marched out of Slsifford ; his 
party coniilting of horl'e, and dragooirs, and fome few 
foot, the whole number being under one thoidand, and 
found the enemy, in very good order, expeding them 
upon a place called Hopton-Hcath, fome two miles from 
StafFord; Though the number was more than double 
to the Earl’s, y^t the heath feeming very fair, the breadth 
of it being ihofe than tnufket-ihot from cnclofure on 
each fide, al|d the number of his horfe being at Icaft 
equal to the other, he rcfelycd to charge them ; and 
accordingly did, with fo ^ood fuccefs, that he totally 
routed that part of their horle ; and, rallying ag.ain hi.s 
men, he, charged the other part of their horle, whieh 
flood more in lltelter of their foot; and fo totally rout¬ 
ed and difperfed them, that the enemy had fcarcc a 
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horfc left upon the field ; and took like‘«vife from them 
eight pieces of cannon. 

In thisfecond charge, the Earl of Northampton, being 
engaged on the execution, very near or among their 
foot, had his horfe killed under him. So that his own 
horfc (according to their unhap))y pracifice) with too 
much fury purfuing the chafe, he w:i's left encompaflcd 
by his enemies. What his behaviour was afterwards, 
and their carriage towards him, can be known only by the 
teftimony of the rebels; who coufefled, that, after he 
was on his feet, he killed with his own hand the Colonel 
of foot who made firlf hade to him ; and that, after his 
licachjiiece was dricken od’willi the butt-end of a miilket, 
they odered liim quarter; which,- they lay, he rcdifed ; 
aniwering, “ that he fcorned to take quarter from fueh 
The Bail of “ hafe rogues and rebels, as they were.” After which, 
''3' ^ lialbcrt on the hinder pan 

cniiopion-Qf Pis hsad, receiving, at the fame time, another dcei) 

Hcatli luai . , ° ‘ 

staflord, woiind ill Ifis facc, 

vanquiflied yVll this time the enemy’s foot flood, wdiicli (after 
?o'rfe"S*^heir horfc were difperfed) Sir Thomas Byron, who Com- 
cp^ofed nianded the Prince of Wales’s regiment, a gentleman of 
great courage, and of very good condu6l, charged with 
good execution. But the night came on apace, and 
the.field, which they thought fo fair, was found fujj 
of coal-pits and holes dangerous for their,lapjfe fo that 
:they thought fit to forbear firthcr aedion, till they might 
have the morning’s light; and flood all thagnight in the 
field*. When the morning ap^ieared, there was no enemy 
to be fecn. For as foon as the fight ended, apd the 
night drew on, that they were unperceived,, they liad 
left the field, in hopfe that their fcattcred hdrfe would 
find them in c|uarters more remote from the daf^er. 
The vidlorious jfarty was fo haraffed with duty, and 
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tired with the fight, fo call down with the ioL of their 
General, and ib deftitute of officers to diredf and co;v, 
mand what was next to be done, (for the Lord Compton, 
the Earl’s cldeft ion, had received a ffiot in the k-o-; S;r 

O 

Thomas Bvron a fhot in die thigh, whereby tiiev wei" 
nor aide to lioep the held ; ami many other oJliccr. iuin), 
ih.it thty retired to reireni ihemleivcs at St.iffind, lekr 
the) had t.;keu the fpoil of the held, am! 
dead. 

In this hgh', which v.m. -Ihatp .ind ihort, iheiv re 
killed, and takc.n priiumrs, of the ]’.ihe.meni jewiv. 
above two hiinJieci, and ni...ic than that nnmixT e, anded 
(•'or, the horle (liarpnig ana):e> th.,ir tool, m.ae wan 
hint than killed, ideht pi'e, ; of tlieir (.mr.io, and 
molt oi their ainiimriition w :; hl.ewite lal.en. ('■! th'- 
Earl’s parly wu. llain ieir ji\e and tweiit-, w'in.'.oi 
tlicre were two captaim, i.mie inhiior olhrn!, , .'.ed d 
rell common men; hut ll.'.iv '-.eiv a-, m.\n\ i n;, led 
tiiole of the ehitf (■■lliteiw. Th. wito !i r 1 all dm e 
of viblory, bui th .ar (liiv.'in, tiioiighi tin iiilei .-iiii 
clone; whilil the otlnr lide, wlio liad ehcap,,! m 
night, and made a liard. ihii't to cany hi.s dead bmiy wah 
them, hardly be!iv-\ cd ihev were lofcrs: 

A'/, I'l'liil .vquiili hi'Ualum forte jut [ft- L. 

Cumpou 'il emu clafc vn ian - 

The triitli is, a greater \ichiry liad heen an unequal 
t'ccompenfe for fuch a lols. lie was a perfon of gre;;! 
courage, honour, and fidelity, and not well known till l.is 
evening; having, in the calc, and plcntv, and hixuiw of 
that too happy time, indulged to himleli, sviih th;;i 
licenfe whicli was then thought neci.lkiry to fuva: 
fortunes: but from the beginning of thefc diltradbons, a, 
if he had been awakened out of a lethargy, he never 
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proceeded witli a lukewarm temper. .Before the ftaii- 
danl was fet up, he appeared in VVarwickfhire ap,:unft the 
Lord Brook, and as miidi upon his own rej)utation 
as the juilice of the caufe (wificli was not (o well then 
underftood) difeountenaneed, and dro\ e him out of that 
county. Afterwards he took tlie ordnance from Ban¬ 
bury Ctifde, and broiij'ht them to the Kiny. As loon as 
tin army was to be railed, lie lecied, with ih' lird, upon 
his own charge, a trooj) of horle, and a ngmieiit ot loot, 
tind (not like fume oilier men, who warily dittnbuted 
their family to fxith fnles, one Ion to lei\e liie King, 
whilll his father, or anolher Ion, engaged as fir for the 
ifirliament) entiredv dedicated all his cliildreu to the 
(juarrel ; luning four fons odicers under him, wheirof 
three charged that day in the held ; and, from the lime 
he fubmitted himfelf to ihe profdlion of a Ibklici, 
no man more punctual upon command, no man more 
diligent and eigilant in dul}. Alt dilfrcHLS Iw bore 
like a common man, and all wants and hardndiers, as if 
he had never knowm plenty or cafe ; moll jirodigal of his 
peribn to danger; and would ollcn fay, “ that il he out- 
“ lived thefc wars, he w,as certain new er to have fo noble 
“ a death.” So that it is not to be wondered, if, upon 
fuch a ftroke, the body that felt it, thouglit it had loll 
more than a limb. 

As loon as it was known where the enemy rdted after 
their retreat, the young Earl of Northampton lent a 
trumpet to Sir John Gell, to dclire the body of his father, 
that he might give it fuch decent burial as became him. 
Gell and Bruerton jointly, by letter, demanded, “ in 
“ ex'Ciiange for the dead body, all their ammunition, 

prlfoncrs, and cannon, they had loft at the battle 
wliich demands being lb unreafonable, and againft tlic 
law of arms, the Earl lent again to them, to delire, “ that 
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" if they would not return the corjife, that his chirurgeon 
“ might Itave leave to embalm it, whereby it might be 
“ preferved to receive thole rites, when they lliould be 
“ willing to gratify him, which, lie prefumed, upon more 
“ dil'paflionatc thoughts, they would be.” Their aniv.er 
to this was as unrcafonable as the other; “that they 
“ would neither fend tlie body, nor permit liis tlu- 
“ rurj eons to come to embalm il preluniiny, it i; 
probable, that the piety of tlic fon would have jirevails.'d 
to have their unheard-of propofitions com[)iied with. 

And In we fliall, for the prefent, leave thde lairrs. aiid^'^''" 
vilit the principality of Wales; of which, hitherto, verv i'On.- o 
little hath been laid ; and from the aHIblion whereof, the-a,.,: i.ii.;-, 
King had, from the beginning, a very great benefit; 
it having fuppliod him with three or four good regiments 
of foot, in which many of their gentig' were engajwd, 
before the battle of Edgehill. 

It hath been before remembered, that the Marqui. ol 
Hertford drew with him out of Wales, and brought to 
Oxford, about Cihriftinas, near two thoufand men; leaving 
Wales guarded onh' with the courage and fidelity of the 
gentry and inhabitants. After that, North Wales l}'ing 
mofr convenient to back Cheftcr and Slirewlbiiry, vvhicli 
places, w'hilft the enemy was mafter of the field, receiv ed 
their chief fupplies of men and provilions from thence ; 
the King always put it under the government of tliofe 
to whom he committed thole parts. South Wales, which riic i.ma 
is much the larger .and richer part of that dominion, he , 
committed to the charge of the Lord Herbert, cldefl 
to the Marquis of Worceffer ; whom he made his Licu-''‘ ’''j' 
tenant General, adding Monmouthflaire to his com-s im 
miffion. 

. There were, in the opinion of many, great obJeaTionv 
againft committing that employment to that noble J.ord, 

Q 2 whole 



23 


nir: liisTom 


1)0 oi.. V I. 


wliofe jX'ilbn many mt'n Id’Mrl. and ^u'y i’cw liated. 

he liad no knowledge or capciience in llio marlial 
profeiliorr; then hla n ligion, helnp of thal fort of Ca- 
thoiics the people rendered odious, by acr uhnp, it lo be 
molf jefuited, men ap|)reheiuled mnild not only produce 
a greater brand upon the Kinjg of faroiinng Papills and 
Poirery, than he had Ireeir ut rc[)roat'l)ed witli; (for, 
thougli lie had fonie Papills entertained in his armies, 
yet all nun trufted by him in fuperior commands were 
men of unblcmiflied integrity in the Protcltant religion ; 
and in all his armies he had but one general officer of 
the contrary religion, Sir Arthur Afton, whom the Pa- 
[ lilh notwithftanding would not acknowledge for a Papilf); 
this gave op[)Oituniry and cxcufe to many perfons of 
quai'iy, and great intcreft in thole counties, (between 
whom and that lord’s family there had been perpetual 
feuds and animofilies), to Icil'en tlieir zeal to the King’‘- 
caufc, out of jcalouly of the other’s religion ; and thofc 
contclfations had been lately imjivoved rvith fome lharp-, 
nci's, by the Lord I'lcrberi’s carriage towards the Lord 
Marquis of Hertford, during the time of his refidencc 
there; w'hen, out of vanity to magnify his own power, 
he had not fliewed that due regard to that of the otlier, 
rr'hich he fliould have had. And no doubt, if he had 
been of that mind, it would much more have advanced 
the King’s fervice, if he would have contributed his full 
alliltance to another, who more popularly might have 
borne the title of fuch a command. 

But, on the other fide, the needfity of difpofmg tliofe 
parts, divided from the reft of the kingdom, under the 
command of fome perfon of honour and intereft, was 
very rifible; and the expedition in doing it was as 
ncceffary ; the Parliament being poflefled of Gloucefter 
and Brillol, and fo liaving liich an influence upon the 

trade 
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tr.ado and livelihood of that people, by their abfulute 
command of the Severn, tlia.t, except there were extra¬ 
ordinary care of keeping them, they would be quickly 
loft. Belides that, at the fame lime, there was difeourfe, 
in the Houfes, “ of fending the F.arl of Pembroke thi- 
“ ther,” whole dtate was very great in thole parts, and 
liis reputation ct}ual. ’riie Parliament had already fuch 
footing in Pembrokelhire, that many of the principal 
gtnllemen harl declared for them ; and the harbour of 
Milford-1lau'n gave their fleet opportunity to give tlicm 
all lupplies and relief. This being the ftate of thofe 
parts, the Lord Herbert nut only oifered, but delired to 
receive that command; and engaged himlclf, ‘diol only 

to lecure it from the oppuliiion and malignitv of the 
“ other party, but, before the Spring, to raife Inch a 
“ Ifrcnglh oi horfe and foot, and to jiroiidc Inch an 
“ equipage to march with, that might reduce (lloucefuT, 
“ and be then addetl to the King’s armv, when he Ihould 
“ be rc.tdy to lake the field ; and all this lo much at his 
“ own chaigg,” (lot his father, who was well able, would 
furnilh money, as was pretended, upon the King’s pro¬ 
mile to repay him, when he fhoukl be reftored to his 
own), “ that he would receive no part of the King’s re- 
“ venue, or of fuch money as his Majcfty could he able 
“ to draw for the ftqijtly of his own more immediate 
“ occafions.” 

ddiis was a very great ofl'cr, and fucli as no man elfe 
could fo rcafonalily make. For the Marquis ofWor- 
cefter wxis generally reputed the greareft monied man of 
the kingdom ; and, probably, might not think it an 
unthrifty tiling, rather to dilburl'e it for the King, who 
might be able to repay it, than to have it taken from 
him by the other jxirty; which would be hardly 
queftionable if tliey prevailed. The Lord Herbert hiin- 
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felf v\'as a man of more than ordinarj'’ afFediion and 
tfVcrtiKc to the perion of the King, and one, who, he 
ivas hire, would neither deceive nor betray him. P’or 
his religion, it might work upon hirnfelf, but could not 
dihjuict other men. For though he were a Pajrift, he 
was never like to make others fo; and his reputation 
and intcreh was very great with many gentlemen of thole 
counties, w'ho were not at all friends to his religion. It 
was not jiolhble to employ any perfon of interell and 
power in thole parts, (and there were m.any objcinions, 
Irom the natuic and manners of that people, againft a 
nnre fi ranger), aga.infr whom tliere would not be lome 
fiction and aniniolity ; for the emulations, and dillcnllon 
bwween t'.imilies was pyncral, and tiotorious; and there- 
lore It would be licit to ehoole Inch a one, who w'as like 
to bate a greater laftion tor him, than againft him. 
And it was to be liojicd tliat the old grudges and pre- 
iudices, wliicb had been ratlicr againft the houfc of Wor- 
(.efier, and the ]’o)nlh religion jtrofeHed there, than 
agaiiii’t the pcrlon of this lord, would have been com- 
poled and declined by his fair and gentle carriage to¬ 
ward! all men, (as m truth he was of a civil and obliging 
nature), and by the public-heartcdncfs of thofe, who, 
for the caule, and conlcicncc lake, would, it was hoped, 
facrificc all trivial and private contentions to a union 
dial mulf vindicate the religion, honour, and juftice of 
the kingdom. 

U|ion tnele rcafoivi, and thefe prefumptions, the King 
granted fiich a eommifiion, as is before mentioned, to 
the Lord Herbert; who, with more expedition than 
was cxpcdlcd by many, or by others believed poflible, 
Tir t.ord tailed a body of above hftcen hundred foot, and near 
r'lirr-i'iii hundred horle, very well and fulhcientiy armed; 
ticdini,. vHiieh inert afed the merit of the fcrvice. 
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']'lu‘ lioifc he )Hit under tlic command of liis brotiiei . 
lire Lord John Sonierfct, a maiden loldicr too ; and ilie 
foot under (iolone! Lawlv, wliom he made his Major 
General, a bold and a 1j)ri;^htly officer. About the 
middle of I'Vbniary he marched towards Glouccfter, vvith 
an ill omen at his letting out; for a rabble of the country 
people being g;ot together, without order, or oflicer of 
name, barricadoed a little village in tire foreft of Deane, 
<:,lik'd ('over, (through which he. was to pafs), and refuied 
to gi\e him entrance ; ami out of a window killed Colonel 
Lawlv, and two officers more, without hurting a commc'n 
foldier; wherebv that body was deftitute of any perloii 
of experience to command tliem. llowewr the l.oul 
Herbert, who was himlelf leldom with his forces, Ihortly 
after placed Colonel Brett in that command ; who, with¬ 
out any fkirmiffi of imiiortance, tnarelnd through the 
foreft of Deane, and fixed a ejuarter, which contained his 
whole body, at the Vineyard, the Bilhop ol Cloucclfer’s 
palace, within lefs titan half a mile of (lloureffer. And 
by that means, there being only a long bridge over the 
Severn, by which men could come out or go in to Gbu- 
ccfler, he fully blocked up the town on that fide, ex- 
jiedting that Prince Maurice from Circncefter fliould 
take equal care to difticls it on the other; which he did 
to a good degree. 

But Sir William Waller, with a light jrarty of horfe, 
and dragoons, near two thoufand, from the Earl of 
JHfex’s army, had made a cpiick march throngh Wilt- 
fliirc, (after his taking of Chichefter), and taking, with 
little lols and trouble, a fmall garrifon of the King’s, 
confining of about fix ot feven fcorc, at Malmlbury, be¬ 
fore it was fortifieil, or provided, made a face of looking 
towards Cirencefter; where when he frund lie was cx- 
pcHcd, by a fudden night marcli, in whicli he was very 
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«lexteroib and fuccersful, hcpofted to the river of Severn, 
fix miles of Glouccftcr, from whence he had ap¬ 
pointed many flat boats to meet him; and in them, in 
tlic light day, the guard of the river being either trea- 
cheroufiy or Ibttiflily neglecTed by the Lord Herbert's 
forces, tranfported his whole body, which, ujion the ad- 
i-.'intape of that pafs, might ha\'e been refifled by a few 
men. Hereupon the confernation was fo great among 
tlie new Wclllr fokliers, very few ot their officers having 
c\cr leen an enemy, that though their works were too 
good to be eulered by horfe and dragoons; though the 
,'uen\:e. Wire Isut narrow, in all which they had cannon 
[ilantid, ;:nd tliiir murihcrs very near, if not fully, equal 
to the eiieni)-; upon the adi'ance of Sir William Waller 
js fiupi.its upon tin nq withotit giving or receiving blow, they fairly 
v,V •n fent out to Iretit ; and as kindly delivered up thcmfelves, 
luii.'hd aims, upon the lingle grant of quarter; a fub- 

tnihl n lo like itratagem, ili.’.t the enemy could hartlly 
tnifr it. Yet, in the end, they made a fliift to jnit near 
thiii ' ti Inindivd loot, and three troops of horfe, jirifoncrs 
into (done, fic'-, the' Lord Herbert himlelf being at that 
time at Ovlord, and tlie Lord John Somerf-t with three 
or font trotips at a fnfe diftance from the reft. 

'j'iii; was the end of that nmfliroom-army, which 
grew up and periflictl fo fton, that the lofs of it was 
fcarcc apprclv'.ided at Oxford, becaufe the Ifrcngth, or 
rather tite number, was not iindcrlfood. But if the 
nioncv, which was laid out in raifing, arming, and paying 
that hotly of men, which never advanced the King’s fer- 
vice in the leaf, degree, had been brought into the King’s 
receipt at Oxf)rd, to have been employed to the moft 
adtant.igc, I am pcrfiiaded the w’ar might have been 
c.rded the next Summer. lYr I liave heard the Lord 
Herbert ft}', “ that tiiofc preparations, and the other, 
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wliicli by that defeat were rendered iifelef,, coft above 
thrccfcore thonfand poundswhereof, fhouglt much 
came from the Marquis’s coffers, yet, no doultt, tlie 
general contributions from the Catholics made a gootl 
jiart: and very confidcrable fums were received by liim 
of the King’s revenue upon wardfhips, and otlier ways: 
fur it was a common pradlice in thofe times, for men to 
get into ernp'oymcitts upon promiies, that they would 
not do this or that, without which nobody clfc would 
undertake that lervice; and being, upon thofe terms, 
received into it, they immedi;itt!y dni the other, becaulc 
no other man would do the lervice vviilunit it. 

'Fhc fame of this prcaligious viblory fo lubdiicd all 
titol'c parts, that Sir M'liiiam Waller, with the fame 
fpirir of celctilv, and attended will) the fame iuccels, ilew 
to Hereford ; and, though a walled town, and replcni!hcd.s,r Wiii. 
with a garrifiin, itad that likevvile delivered to him uponIs’lic. 
the lame terms as the other was; and from thence (being 
with more confidence rcftifcd to be admitted into Wor-’'“'y- I'oth 

\\hich he 

celler, than he thought rcali'liable to require it) paffed I'lOi-iuiy 
to Tewkclburv; which he likcwifc furprifed, being 
newly garrifoned; his motion being ii) quick, that 
th'uigh Prince Maurice attended him with all ])ollible 
diligence, he could never farther engage him than in 
light fkirmifhcs; and, having taken this progreis, re¬ 
turned fafe to Gloucefter ; and from thence to the Earl of 
Piffex’s army; having made no other ufe of his conquefts, 
than the difltonouring fo many places, which had fo 
quietly yielded to him; into which (for he tiAcd no one 
garrifon) the King’s forces immediately entered again. 

So that his Maielby’s quarters continued the lame they 
were, haralfcd only, and difcountenan'cd, nothing 
ftraitened by this incurlion; and the Lord Herbert 
again intended new levies. 
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The Hate Hav ing now, with as much clearnefs as I could, rc- 
“[(hj^rajmcmbercd the true Rate of the King’s affairs, and the 
„ condition of the kingdom, at the cntl of this t'ear 164a, 
.iiiiciencc with which I intend to conclude this fixth Book ; I fhall, 

bt‘lW'‘cn 

»he King hcforc I rctum to Oxford, to conclude the year, briefly 
two HoofcsCall to remembrance the difconfolate Ifate of Ireland ; of 
which, advantage vtus always taken againft the King, to 
render him odious to the people, as if he countenanced, 
at leaft not fufficiently ahhorretl, that wicked and un¬ 
natural rebellion. And this imputation was with io great 
art iniinuated, that it got credit with many; iniomuch 
.as I liave heard fome, who could make no otiter excule 
for adhering to the Parliament, fay, “ they were per- 
fuaded that die King favoured thofe rebelswhich, 
they laid, “ could not be without loine dciign ujion the 
“ religion, liberty, and profperity of England.” Whereas 
I can a\'er trill)', upon as good grounds as ct'er any man 
fjiokc the heart of another, that the King always looked 
upon it, as the moft groundlefs, bloody, and wicked re¬ 
bellion, that ever poH’elled the fpirits of that people;' 
and was not more grieved at any one circumftance of the 
domcffic diftraidions, than as it hindered him from 
chaffiling and taking vengeance upon the other: which 
from Iiis foul he delired. 

But in this dilcourfe of Ireland, it cannot be ex- 
pedfed, that I fliould, neither do I intend to mention all 
the memorable actions, (in which were great inftances of 
God’s own deteftation of thole inhuman rebels, by the 
lignal vidfories he gave againft them), or the other tranf- 
atftions within that kingdom; but lliall remember no 
more of that bufinefs, than had immediate reference to, 
and dependence on, the difference between the King and 
the two I loufes of Parliament. 

It is faid before, that when tiic firft \ ifible rupture was 
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(icclarcd between them, which was in the bufincfs fd 
Hull, (which file King undci'ftood to be a direct levying 
of war agaiiiit him), in the jiroreftation made by his M:i- 
tint lie would no tarther treat or concur with 
them in any aefs propofed by them, till he firft rc- 
ceiV(.!l rejtaration or fatisfadtion in that particular 
he always excepted v.hat flioiild any veay concern Ireland : 
in which he offered to confent to whatfoever might rea- 
fonably conduce to the reducing thofe rebels; and did, 
after that, concur in fome propofitions of that nature. 
Yet it is certain that, from that time, the two Houles 
were f) bufv in preparing the war for Kngland, that they 
did very little jirepare for the war of Ireland ; lave only 
b}' lome fmall fupplies of money and provilions. 'I'lie 
King ob'iefled to them, “the employing the moneys, 
“ railed, by aid of Piirliament, for the prelervation and 
“ reiludfion of Ireland, with a fpecial claulc that the. ianu 
Ihould not be diverted to any other life whatfoee er, in 
“ the fipiporting the unnatural war and rebellion agalnft 
“ his Mifjefty ; jxirtlcularly one hundred thouland |)ounds 
“ at one time; and that many foldiers, raifed under jire- 
“ tcnce of being fent into Ireland, were, contrary to their 
“ expehhition and engi^ement, forced to lerve under the 
“ Earl of liflex againfl the King of which he named 
Sir Faithful Ihirtefcue's regiment of horfe, and the Lord 
Wharton’s and the Lord Kerry’s regiment of foot. 

To this they anfwered, “ that albeit they had, upon 
“ the urgent occalions of this kingdom, fometimes made 
•“ life of moneys raifed and colledled for Ireland; yet 
“ that they had in due time repaid it, and that the other 
“ affairs had nenrr fuffered by the loan : and for the 
“ men, that it proceeded from his Majefty's own default; 
“ for after they had raifed them, with a ferious intention 
“ to fend them into Ireland, under the command of tlie 

•' Lord 
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“ Lord Wharton, the King refufed to grant a commiffion 
“ to him to tranfport them, and fo they had been com- 
“ polled to ufe them in their own fennce here.” 

The King replied, “ that it appeared, they had di- 
“ verted that money to other iifcs than thofe for which 
it w'as provided ; w'hich was manifeftly iinlaw'ful; and 
“ that it did not appear they had again reimbiirfed it, 
“ becaufe very little fupply was font thither, and A'ery 
“ much w'anted: and for the foldit-rs, that they firft le\-icd 
“ them, without his Majelfy’s leave; w'hith they had 
always before alkcd, for their other levies; and being 
levied, they delired a commiffion for the Lord Whar- 
“ ton to command them abfolutcly, w'ithout any depen- 
dence upon the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; which 
“ had been never heard of, and which his Majefty re- 
“ fufed; but offered fuch a commiffion as was granted 
to other men.” 

On the other hand, they objedfed to the King, the 
“ feizing fome cart-horfes at Chefter, provided for the 
“ train of artillery for Ireland; that his forces had taken 
“ many clothes and provilions on the road, which were 
going to Chefter to be tranfported thither for the rc- 
“ lief of the foldiers; and that he‘entertained and coun- 
“• tenanced men in his court, w'hich w'ere favourers err 
“ adlors in that rebellion;” naming tlie Lord Vifeount 
Cofteloe, and the Lord Tafle, which gave great umbrage 
to thofe who were well afiedled, and as great encourage¬ 
ment to the rebels there. 

To the firft, the King confeffed, “ he found about 
‘‘ fix fcore horfes at Chefter, which had long lain there; 
“ and, at his remove from Nottingham, know'ing the 
“ other horfe and men raifed for Ireland were then 
“ marching with the Earl of Elfex againft him, he 
“ knew not but thefe likewife might be lo employed, 
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and therefore m liis own neceffity took them for his 
“ own draughts. For the clothes, which had been 
“ taken by his foldiers, that it proceeded by the default 
“ of the Parliament; who, after the war was begun, had 
“ font thofe carriages through his quarters, without 
“ lending to his Majcfty for a fafe condudf, or giving 
any notice to him of it, till after they were taken: 
“that it was within two miles of Coventry (which 
was then in rebellion) that thofe clothes were taken; 
“ and that, as foon as he knew they were defigned for 
“ Ireland, his Majefty had ufed the beft means he could 
“to recover them; but that the foldiers, who were 
“ almoft naked, had divided them for their own lupjdics; 
“ and his Majefty offered to give a fafe condiftt at all 
“ times for w'liatfoever Ihould be defigned for Ireland.” 

The occafion of the other reproach, “ for counte- 
“ nancing pcrlons who adhered to the rebels,” w'as this 
dlic Lords Dillon (Vifcouiit Cofteloe) and Tafie had, 
four months before, pafled out of Ireland into England, 
having never been in confort with the rebels, but lo 
much trufted by them, that they defired, l)y their hands, 
to addrefs a petition to the King; humble enough, de- 
firing, “ only lo be heard, and ofiering to fiibmil. to hi' 
“ Majefty’s fingle judgment.” With this petiti(,;i, ai',d 
all other inftruftions, as they j)retcn'!ed, thefe Lord: 
acquainted the Lords .Jufticcs and Council of IrdanJ ’. 
who were fo well fatisfied with the perfons employed, 
that they granted their fafe pafs, and lent letters l>y them 
of teftimony. They were no fooner landed in England, 
but they were apprehended, and lent prilimers to the 
Parliament, and by them committed with all llriblnefs, 
“ as agents employed by the rebels of Ireland to the 
“ King;” and that circumftance enforced, and furcad 
among the people, with all licentious glolles againft th ; 
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King; who, for th;ir rcafon, rook no notice ot tlieir re-- 
ftraini, though from his niiiiiftcrs Itc received adveitilc- 
rnent of llie truth of the wliolc Italiiicls. After fonie* 
time v/as fpent in dofe impril’onment, tliefc Lords, by 
petition, and all other acldrefies they could make, prefled 
to be brought to any kind of examination and trial; of 
which they found no other benefit, than that, ujion this 
importunity, tlicir imprifonment was lets dole; and, by 
degrees, under a formal reftraint, (which, though more 
plealant, was not Ids coftly), had the liberty of London, 
and iVom thence, alter four months rdfraint, without 
being Ibrmally charged w'ith any crime, or brought to 
anv trial, whicli tliey often ddired, they deaped, and 
lamc to York ; whither a mcfldiger from the Houle of 
Commons followed them, and demanded them xs pri- 
I'oncrs. 

Many were of opinion, that they fliould have been 
delivered laack; forefeeing tliat the ikirliamcnt would 
prefs the fcanda! of Iheltering them much to the King’s 
difadvantage; and any imputations, “ of countenancing 
“ the rebels of Ireland,” found more credit, and made 
deeper impreflion wdth the people, than any other dif- 
courfes of “ proteding Malignants and Delinquents.” 
On the other fide, it was thought unrcaibnablc to remit 
men to an imprifonment, which ajipcared to har'c been 
unjuft, by their not being proceeded againft in fo long 
time ; cTpccially when their coming to the King would 
be declared fuch a crime, that it would be now in theit 
enemies’ power to caule them to be puniflied ; which 
before they could nut do ; at beft, it were to deliver 
them up to the Serjeant of the Houfe of Commons, 
from w'hcnce no innocence could redeem them, wiiliout 
paying fuch vaft fees, as would amount to a greater him 
than they could probably be fupplied with. So that 
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tiie King, who wnlhed that they had rather gone any 
wliithcr than where he was, relblved to take no notice 
of their efcape. And fo they continued in his quarters, 
and put themfelves into the troops; where they behaved 
thcmfelvcs with good courage, and frankly engaged their 
perfons in all dangerous enterprizes. 

In thefe jealoulics and contefts, the King being vilibly 
and confeliedly unable to fend fuccours of any kind 
thither, and the Parliament ha\'ing enough elfc to do, 
and, in truth, not taking lo much pains to preferve it, as 
to impute the lofs of it to the King, poor Ireland got 
very fmall relief. The Earl of Leicefter, Lord Lieu¬ 
tenant of that kingdom, had received his difpatch from 
the King, before he went to Shrewlbury. But when the 
King thought he would have gone direbfly to Chefter, 
and fo to Ireland, his Lordfliip returned to London; 
which increafed the Kir,g’s jealoufy and prejudice to 
fiim ; w’hich his former carriage, and a letter writ lately 
by him from Nottingham to the Earl of Northumber¬ 
land, and by order of Parliament printed, had begot to 
a great degree. Shortly after his return to London, the 
iloulc of Commons demanded “ to fee the inftru(dions 
“ he had receired from the King;” which, as it was 
unreafunable in them, I'o he had received exprefs com¬ 
mand from the King, “ not to communicate them.” 
However, after he hatl avoided it as long as he could, 
and they continued jK-rcraptory in the demand, in the 
end, he jtrcduced them to be perufed by the committee 
of both Iloufcs. The truth is, the Earl’s condition was 
very ilippery, and almoft impollible to be fafely managed 
by the moft dexterous perfon. 

He was deligncd to that employment by the King, 
fliortly upon the death of the Earl of Straflbiai, (or ra¬ 
ther before : not without fomc advice from that Ear!), 
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with as <.'rcat circumftanccs of aracc and favour, as 
could be; and as a pcifon, of whom entirely the King 
afiured luinfdf, being then I’o ungracious to the Parlia¬ 
ment, that as there were Ibnie iharp glances at him in 
that time, (which are before renremb/ered), fo nothing 
preferved him from a public exception, but 'he intcreft 
of the Earl of Northumberland, whofe lilfcr ho had 
married; whom that party was itot willing to irrccon- 
cile. After the rebellion was broke out in Ireland, and 
the King had committed the carrt'ing on the war to the 
Houfes, he thought it abfolutciy neccliiiry for bis pro- 
\incc, to render liimfelf as gracious to that pco[)lc as was 
po/hblc; and laboured that with I'o good ellcrt and 
induftiy, that he omitted that care wliicli Jhoukl liavc 
been obferved in continuing his intereff at Court. For 
the King and Queen grew every day Ids (atisfied w'ith 
him ; w'hich fure he did not with w'arincls enough pro¬ 
vide againft; though, I believe, he had never unfaithful 
purpofes tow'ards either of them ; but did ladly projed; 
by Ills demeanor and intcreft in the Houles, to proridc 
fo well for Ireland, and to go thither in lo good a con- 
dition, tliat, being once there, he might be aisle tr) ferve 
the King as he fliould be required. 

But one man is rarely able to ad both thole p-arts; for 
his Ihcwing his inftrudions, he gave a reafon, whit li, if 
he had been free from all other objedions, might a]>pear 
no ill cxcufe; “ He knew his inftmdions were inch, that, 
“ being perufed by the committee, could by no mif- 
“ conftrudion, or poftible perverfion, be wrefted to the 
“ King’s difadvantage;” as indeed they never were able, 
nor ever attempted, to fix any reproach from them upon 
the King. “ Whereas, after they w'cre 11) peremptorily 
“ required, if lie fhould have as peremptorily refufed to 
“ fubmit, they would have concluded that there liad 
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‘‘ Ijeen fomcwhat unjuftifiable in them, and upon that 
“j cal only made no I'cruple of publilhing the worft re- 
“ proaches upon liis Majcfty.” And it may be, he was 
not without an imagination, that if by this conte^he 
had drawn the dii’pleafurc of the two Houfes upon him, 
as could not be avoided, his misfortune at court might 
have fuftered that conteft to have dcprelTed him. And 
when he left the King between Nottingham and Shrewf- 
bury, his condition was fo low at court, that a man 
might have imagined his intcreft would be beft pre- 
lerved by being within the verge of the Parliament’s 
protedion. As his return to London was befides the 
King’s expectation, fo his ftay there was longer than 
leemed to be intended by his owm propofal; for he 
Raid there above two months, till after the battle of 
lulgehill, and both parties being fixed in their winter 
quarters; and then, w'ithout waiting again on the King, 
though Oxford was very few miles out of his way, about 
the end of November, he went to Chefter, with a pur- 
pofe of tranfporting himfelf for Ireland, but without the 
lead: ap})earance of addition of firength, or provifions 
from the Parliament; neither w'ere their fhips there ready 
to tranfport hi in. 

About the end of November, four officers of the army' 
in Ireland, Sir James Montgomery, Sir Hardrefs Wal¬ 
ler, Colonel Arthur Hill, and Colonel Audly Mervin, 
having been employed from Ireland to folicit the Par¬ 
liament for I'uccours, came from London to Oxford, and 
delivered a petition to the King; in which they told 
him, “ that they had addreffed themfelves to the Parlia- 
“ ment for fupplies, whofe fenfe of their miferies, and 
“ inclination to redrefs them, appeared very tender to 
*• them; but the prefent diftempers of the kingdom of 
“ England were grown fo great, that all future paflages, 
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“ by which comfort and life fhould be convejxd to that 
“ gafping kingdom, feemed totally to be obftrufted; fo 
“ that, unlefs his Majefty, out of his fmgular wifdoni 
“ aid fatherly care, applied fome Ipeedy remedy, his 
“ loyal and diftreffed fubjecfls of that kingdom muft 
“ inevitably perifh. They acknowledged his princeh 
“ favour and goodnefs fince this rebellion, fo abundantly 
expreffed in a deep fenfe and lively refentment of 
their bleeding condition ; and therefore they befought 
him, among his other weighty cares, fo to refleft 
upon the bleeding condition of that pcrifhing king- 
“ dom, that timely relief might be aflorded. Otherwile 
“ his loyal I’ubjecils there muft yield their fortunes, as a 
“ prey; their lives, afacrifice; and their religion, alcoin 
to the mercilefs rebels, powerfully aHilled from abroad.” 
And indeed the conilition of the Proteftants, in that 
kingdom, was very miferable; for, whillf the diftraiifions 
of Pngland kept them from receiving fuccours from 
thence, the rebels had arms, ammunition, money, an^f 
commanders, from Rome, Spain, and France; the Pope 
having fent a formal avowed Nuncio, to whofe jurifdic- 
tion die Irith fubmitted ; and the Kings of I'rance and 
Sjiain having fent great fupplies, and their agents, to 
fountenance and foment the rebellion ; who gave nota¬ 
ble countenance to the affcmbly and formed council for 
the rebels, fettled at Kilkenny. 

The King, who well knew this petition was fent by 
the permiffion of thofe at Wcftminfter, and that the 
agents employed were men of notorious dififfcdfion to 
him, who looked for fome fuch anfwer as might improve 
the envy of the people, ufed the meffengers with all 
polTible grace, and returned them as gracious an anfwer: 
“ That, from the beginning of that monftrous rebellion, 
he had had no greater forrow, than for the bleeding 

“ con- 
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“ condition of that his kingdom. That lie had, by all 
“ iheans, laboured, that timely relief might be afforded 
“ to it, and confentcd to all propofitions, how difadvan- 
“ tageous I'ocvcr ro himfelf, that had been offered to 
“ him to that purpole; and, not only at firft recom- 
“ mended their condition to both his Houfes of Parlia- 
“ ment, and immediately, of his own mere motion, fent 
“ over Icveral commiflions, and caufed fome proportion 
“ of arms and ammunition (which the petitioners well 
“ knew to ha\e been a great fupport to the northern 
'• parts of that kingdom) to be conveyed to them out 
“ of Scotland, and oifered ten thoukind volunteers to 
“ undertake that war; but had often preffed, by many 
i. fevcral melfages, that fulheient fuccours might be 
“ hallened thither, and other matters of fmallcr imjior- 
“ tance laid by, whicli did divert it; and ortcred, and 
“ moft really intended, in iiis own royal perlbn, to have 
“ undergone the danger of that war, for the defence ol 
“ his good fubjefts, and the chalfifement of thole per- 
“ lidious and barbarous rebels; and in his feveral ex- 
preffions of his defires of treaty and peace, he had dc- 
*• dared the milcrablc prefent condition and certain fu- 
ture lofs of Ireland, to be one of the principal motives 
moft earneffly to tlelirc, that the prel’ent dillrablions 
“ of this kingdom might be compofed, and that others 
“ would concur with him to the fame end.” 

He told them, “ He was well pleafed, that his offers. 
“ concurrence, adions, and expreflions, were fo rightly 
“ underftood by the petitioners, and thofe who had em- 
“ ployed them, (notwithftanding the grotindlels and hor- 
“ rid aipcrfions which had been caff upon him); but he 
“ wiflicd, that, inffcad of a mere genera! complaint, to 
“ which his Majcfty could make no return but of compai- 
“ lion, they could have digefted, and offered to him any 
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“ fuch clefires, by confenting to w'hich, he might convey, 
“ at leaft in I'ome degree, comfort and life to that gafying 
“ kingdom; prel’erve his diftrehed and loyal fubjefts 
“ of the fame from inevitably perifliing, and the true 
“ Proteftant religion from being fcorncd and trampled 
on by thofe mercilefs rebels. And, if the petitioners 
“ could yet think of any fuch, and propofe them to his 
“ Majefty, he allured them, that by his readinefs to 
“ content, and his thanks to them for the propofal, he 
“ would make it appear to them, that their moft preiling 
“ perfonal fufferings could not make them more de- 
“ lirous of relief, than his care of the true religion, and 
of his faithful lubjefts, and of his duty, which obliged 
‘ him, to his power, to protedl both, rendered him de- 
lirous to afford it to them.” 

The King being fully informed now, as well by this 
committee, as from his minillers of Hate in that kingdom, 
(jf the growing power of the rebels in Ireland, asid ol the 
weak refiftance his good fubjetds were like to makCj 
uhole only hopes depended upon thole luccours which 
they prefumed the Lord Lieutenant would bring over 
with him, and that he was now going thither without 
the lead: addition of ftrength, or probable allurance that 
any would be fent after him; his Majelly conlidered 
likewife, that, befrdes tlie damp this naked arrival of the 
Lord Lieutenant there mulf call upon the minds of all, 
It would make likewile a great alteration in the condudl 
of affairs there. For, upon his landing, the commiffion 
to the Earl of Ormond, of Lieutenant General of the 
army, would be determined; and there had thofe jea- 
loulics and difrefpedls palled between the Earl of Lci- 
ceder and him, that the Earl of Ormond was relblved, 
no more to continue that command, but immediately to 
tranfport himfelf out of that kingdom; by which the 
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Kmg fhould lofe the fervice of a perfon much the moft 
powerful, mofi: able, and moft popular within that king¬ 
dom ; and who had, with wonderful courage and con¬ 
duct, and almoft miraculous fuccefs, hitherto reftrained 
the rage and fury of the rebels, and indeed a man fo 
accompliflied, that he had either no enemies, or fuel) 
who w'ere alhamed to profefs they w'cre fo. 

Upon thel'c conliderations, the King thought fit, for 
lome time, till he might farther weigh the whole bulinefs, 
to llilpend the Earl of Leicefter’s journey: and therefore 
fent to him to Chefter (where he had lain, in fome in- 
difjrofition of health, above a fortnight; and the llfips 
being not yet come for his tranfportation) “ to attend 
“ his Majefty at Oxfordwhich he did fiiortly after 
Chrilfmas, and continued there ; the King diredfing the 
Earl of Ormond (whom about this time he made a Mar¬ 
quis) “ to carry on the war as he had done ; and, during 
“ the abfence of the Lord Lieutenant, to difpofe of all 
“ places and offices in the army which became void.” 

Ilis Majefly likew'ife at this time made an alteration in 
the civil power; for w'hereas Sir William Parlbns and 
Sir John Burlacy had continued Lords Juftices from 
and before the death of the Earl of Strafford, the King- 
finding that Sir William Parfons (who was a man of 
long experience in that kingdom, and confelled abi¬ 
lities, but always of fufpedfed reputation) did him all 
imaginable diffcrvice, and combined with the Parliament 
in England, removed him from that trull:; and, in his 
room, deputed Sir Harry Tichborne, a man of fo ex¬ 
cellent a fame, that though the Parliament was heartily 
angry at the remove of the other, and knew this would 
never be brought to ferve their turn, they could not 
fallen any reproach upon the King for this alteration. 

Another circumllance mull not be forgotten. After 
R 3 the 
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t!ic war broke out in England, tlic Parliament liad fent 
over two of their memberi of the Commnnb (Mr. Ri'y- 
nolds and Mr. Goodwyn) as a committee into Ireland, 
lo refide at Dublin, and had given diredtions to the 
Lords Juflices, “that tiiey fhould liavc leave to be 
“ prefent at their confultationswliich they iiad ; and 
were no other than fpies upon thofe, who firould prefume 
to deliver any opinions there not agreeable to the lenie 
of the Houfes. When the King made that alteration in 
the government, he likewile took notice, that ftrangers 
were admitted to be prefent at their debates, which had 
never been before pradtiled; and therefore retjuired 
them, “ that it might be lo no more.” Hereupon, the 
vomnuftec, who had carried themfelves very infolently 
and fcditioufly there, and with notable contempt of the 
King, and his atithority, were, by the Lords Juftices 
anti Council, inhibited from being prefent at the Council; 
and thereupon they quickly left the kingdom, and re- 
nirned to London; the Parliament unreafonably acculing 
the King of a new breach of privilege, for tliis difrcfpcYl 
to their members. This was the ftatc of Ireland, the 
war being that Spring profpcrouhy carried on by the 
Marquis of Ormond, and the Earl of Lcictfter Hill flay¬ 
ing at Oxford with the title of Lortl Lieutenant. And, 
(o vve will return to Oxford and London. 

Many days being pall hnee tlic return of the com¬ 
mittee of Lords and Commons from Oxford, w'ith the 
King’s aiifwer to their propolitions, and no reply being 
made by the Houfes, or indectl any folemn debate 
entervd thereupon, (for his Majefty had every day in¬ 
formation of what paffed among them, even in their 
moll lecret councils), and, on the contrary, preparations 
more vigoroii/ly intended for the war, than had been 
belorc, in lending out Itrong parties to infeft the King’s 

quarters. 
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qui^rtcrs, (for, befides the incui-fions and progrefs of Sir 
William Waller, which are before remembered, Mr. 
Hambden had made fome attempts upon the Brill, a 
garril’on of the King’s upon the edge of Buckinghamlhire, 
but without eflcfl, and with fomc confiderablc lofs), in 
levj’ing great numbers of men, for the recruiting the 
Earl of Eflex’s army; and defigning new extraordinary 
ways I'or the railing of money, and aiFociating Icveral 
counties (;t the kingdom, towards the railing new armies: 
the King, as well to have the conveniency of fending to 
London, (of which journeys he made good ufe), as to 
quicken and ncccflitate them to fome reply, fent another 
mcflagc to them, putting them in mind of “the pro- tih-kihj 
“ polirion lie had made for a ccD'ation of arms;” andlwMiouics 
dehred, “ if they ;ipproved of a ccifation, that the day 
“ upon wliich they thought lit it Hrould begin, and fuch 
“ particulars, limits, and conditions of it, as were necef- 
“ fary to be uuderftood, and agreed on, before the cef- 
“ fation itfclf could adlually begin, might be propofed 
“ by them. Since,” his Majefty laid, “ he llippofed, 

“ by the prefent great preparations of fevcral forces to 
“ march levcral ways, that, till all that fliould be agreed 
“ upon, they did not conceive themfelves obliged to an 
“ adfual celfation ; fo neither, till then, did his Majefty 
“ conceive himlelf obliged to it: however, he wilhed it 
“ might be clearly underftood between them, that no 
“ fuch imputations, as had been formerly', might be laid 
“ upon him, upon occafion of any thing that might 
■ “ intervene.” 


This melliigc put a neceffity upon them, of entering 
again upon the argument, and gave them, who defired 
peace and accommodation, an opportunity to prefs for the 
debate, which had been craftily laid afide for the difpatch 
of other matters; that party, which was molt deeply 
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engaged in the war, and refolved to carry it on, having 
a notable dexterity in keeping thofe things from b/ing 
debated, in which they found their fenfc would not pre¬ 
vail. And at this time, tlie number of thofe in both 
Houfes, who really defired the fame peace the King did, 
was (if they had not been oveiwitted by them) fuperior 
to the other. For, befidcs that many perfons, who from 
the beginning had always difl'ented from them, for their 
cafe and conveniency had ftaid among them, very 
many were convinced in their underftandings, that they 
had been milled; and difeerned, in what a bottomlel's 
gulph of mifery the kingdom would be plunged, if an 
immediate compofure were not made ; and fome of thofe 
who had been as fierce as any, and given as great counte¬ 
nance to the kindling the fire, either out of confcience 
that they had done amifs, or fear that the King would 
prevail by power, or anger that they found other men 
valued above them ; in their prefent diftraeSlion, or their 
natural inconftancy even in ill, were moft folicitous for 
a treaty. So that, within few days after the receipt of 
this meliage, both Houfes agreed, “ that there fhould be 
fmit^rre “ ^ which fo mucli of the King’s projtofitions 

rhouidi)ca« as concemcd the m;^azincs, forts, and fiiij)s, and the 
they (aid “ pfopolltion of botli Iloufcs for the difbanding the 
condua “ armies, Ihould be firfl: treated on, and concluded, before 
“ the proceeding to treat upon any of the other pro- 
pofitions; and that the treaty Ihould begin the fourth 
“ of March, or fooner if it might be; and that, from 
“ the beginning, the time fhould not exceed twenty 
“ days.” 

The perfons they made choice of to treat, were the Earl 
of Northumberland, the Lord Say, Mr. Pierrepoint, Sir 
William Armyn, Sir John Holland, and Mr. Whitlock, 
fur whole fafe condudl they difpatched a mellenger to 

his 
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his\Majefty; this refolution being taken but the laft day 
of Ifebruary. As foon as the requeft was prefented, the 
King returned a I’afe conduft for the Earl of Northum-The King 
bcrland and the four commoners; but refufed to admit all tlicy 
the Lord Say to his prefence, upon the fame exception 
he had formerly refufed Sir John Evelyn at Colebrook 
ids Lordfldp being jrcrfonally excepted from pardon by 
a former proclamation; but fignified, “that if they 
“ would employ any other perfon not within the fame 
“ rule, he fliould as freely come as if he were in the fafe 
“■ condudf.” 

Whether the Lord Say was nominated by thofe who 
liclieved they fliould be able, upon tlie refufal of 1dm, 

(which they could not hut forefee), to break off all over¬ 
tures of farther treaty ; or whether they believed, they 
had fo far prevailed by underhand negociations at Oxford, 
that he fliould be admitted, and that he would have been 
able to jierfuadc the King to yield to what they propofed, 
or at lead to have engaged the King to thofe who would 
haic yielded to him, I know not; but as it w^as not lo 
iniifted on at Weftminfter as to break the treaty, fo many 
were of opinion at Oxford, that the King fliould have 
admitted him. 'J'hey laid, “ he was a wife man, and 
“ could not but know, that it would not be pofTiblc for 
“ him to make any impreflion upon his Majefty’s judge- 
“ ment in the propolitions in debate; and therefore, 

“ that he would never have fufFered himfelf to be defigned 
“ to that negotiation, (which, without doubt, by his in- 
“ tereft in both Houfes he might have prevented), if he 
“ (.lid not purpofe to do fome fignal iervice to his Ma- 
“ jefty.” And indeed many believed, “ that if he had 
“ come, and found the King’s goodnefs inclined to par- 
“ don and trult him, that he would have done the bell 
“ he could, to fcdeem his former breaches.” Others 

were 
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tverc of opinion, “ that he was fo far from being inclined 
“ to fcr\'e the King, or advance the treaty, that they 
would have fent him as a fpy, left others fhould and 
tlicfe were the thoughts both at Oxford and London. 
J 3 ut the King, who knew the Lord Say as well as any of 
them, believed, that it was not in his power to do any 
good, and if it had, that it was not in his will; was re- 
iolved not to break his rule, left, fuch a remiflion might 
give advantage againlt him in the future: and fo fent 
the anfwer abo\'e remembered. 'Fogether with this de- 
fire of a fafe conduct, thev fent his Maiefty word, “ that 
“ they had likev\'ile coniented, that there fhould be a 
“ ceffition of arms on cither fide, under the reftridfions 
“ and limitations hereafter followinc:. 

O 

I. “That all manner of arms, ammunition, vi(ftuals, 
“ money, bullion, and all other commodities, palling 
“ without fuch a lafe condudf as may warrant their 
“ paftage, may be flayed and Icized on, as if no ccflation 
“ was agreed on. 

a. “ That all manner of perfons, paffing without fuch 
“ a fafe condudl as is mentioned in the article next going 
“ before, lhall be ajtprehended, and detained, as if no 
“ fuch celliition were agreed on at all. 

3. “ That his Majefty’s forces in Oxfordlhire fliould 
“ advance no nearer to Windlor than Wheatley, and in 
Buckinghamihire no nearer to Aylefburv than Brill; 
“ and that, in Bcrkfliire, the forces rclpcdlively fhall 
not advance nearer the one to the other, than now they 
“ are: and that the Parliament forces in Oxfordftiire 
“ lliall advance no nearer to Oxford than Henley, and 
“ thofe in Buckinghamfltire no nearer to Oxford than 
“ Aylefburv; and that his Majefty’s forces lhall take 
“ no new quarters, above twelve miles from O.xford, any 
“ way; and the Parliament forces fliall take no new 

quarters. 
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“ quarters, above twelve miles from Windfor, any 
“ way. 

4. “ Tliat no fiege fhall be begun or continued againft 
“ Glouccfter; and that his MajelVy's forces, now em- 

ployed in the liege, lhall return to Cirencefter and 
“ Malmlbiirt', or to Oxford, as fhall be moft for their 
“ convenience ; and the Parliament forces, which arc in 
“ Gloucellcrfhire, fhall remain in the cities of Glouceftcr, 
“ Briffol, and the caftlc and town of Berkly, or retire 
“ nearer to Windfor, as they fhall fee caufe: and that 

thole of Wales, which are drawn to Glouccfter, lhall 
“ return to their quarters where they iverc before tlicy 
“ drew down to Glouceftcrniire. 

5. “ That, in cafe it be pretended on cither fide, that 
“ the ceftiilion is violated, no af.l of hoftility is imniedi- 
“ atcly to follow, but firft the party complaining is to 
“ acquaint the Lord General on the other fide, and to 
“ allow three days, after notice, for fittisfaeftion; and in 
“ caf: fatisfaflion be not given, or accepted, then fi\e 
“ days notice to be given, before hoftility begin, and the 
‘‘ like to be obferved in the remoter armies, liy the com- 
“ manders in chief. 

6. “ Laftly, that all other forces, in the kingdom of 
“ England, and dominion of Wales, not before mention- 
“ ed, lhall remain in the fame quarters, and places, as 
“ they arc at the time of publifhing this ceftation, and 
“ under the fiime conditions as are mentioned in the 

articles before. And that this ceftation lhall not c.x- 
“ tend, to reftrain the letting forth or employing of any 
“ fttijis, for the defence of his Majefty’s dominions.” 

All which they delired “ his Majeily w'oiild be plcafed 
‘‘ to ratify and confirm ; and that this ceftation might 
“ begin upon the fourth of March next, or i'ooner if it 
•*' might be ; and continue until the five anti twcntictli 

“ of 
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“ of tlie fame month ; and in the mean time to be piub- 
“ lifhed on either fide ; and that the treaty mightdike- 
“ wife commence upon the fame day; and the con- 
“ tiniiance thereof not to exceed twenty days.” 

Thefe propofitions w'cre delivered to his Majefty on 
the firfi: of March, which was almoft a month after the 
cefi'ation had been propofed by him, (for his propofitions 
w'ere made on the third of February), which adminiftered 
caufe of doubt, that the overture was not iincere ; fince 
it was hardly polfible, that the ccfiation could begin fo 
foon as the fourth, by which time, though the King 
fiumld confcnt to tlic terms propofed, upon fight, his 
anfwer could very hardly be returned to them. But the 
.iiticles themfelves were fuch as occafioned much debate, 
and difierence of opinion, among thofe who defired the 
fame thing. The King, after the examination of them 
with his Prit^ Council, and at a council of war, made a 
committee out of each, to confider the inconvenience 
his confent to them might produce to his party, if that 
cefTation and treaty did not produce a peace; and the 
inequality in them, if the overture pafifed from an equal 
enemy according to the rules of war. Some were of 
opinion, “ that the ceflation fiiould be confented to by 
“ the King, upon the articles ])ropofed, though they 
“ fiiould he thought unequal, not only becaufe it would 
“ be an aft of great grace and compaflion to the people, 
“ to give them fome refpite, and taffe of peace, and the 
“ not confenting to it (the reafon not being fo eafy to be 
“ underftood) would be as impopular and ungracious; 
“ but that, they believed, it would at leaft call; the peo- 
“ pie into fuch a flumber, that much of their fury and 
“ madnefs would be abated; and that they would not 
“ be eafily induced to part with the eafe they felt, and 
“ would look upon that party as 'sp enemy, that robbed 

“ them 
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“ them of it; that it would give an opportunity of 
“ charitable intercourfe, and revive that freedom of con- 
“ verfation, which, of itfelf, upon fo great advantagfe oi 
“ reafon, as they believed the King’s caufe gave, would 
“ redlify the underftanding of many who were mifled ; 
“ but efpecially, that it would not only hinder the recruit 
“ of the Earl of Ellcx’s army, (for that no man would be 
fo mad to declare thcmlelves againft the King, when 
“ they faw a celiation, in order to reftoring the King to 
“ his rights), but would IcHen the forces he had already ; 
“ in that the army confided moft of men engaged by 
the pay, not affedlion to the caule ; who, upon fuch a 
“ remifiion of duty as would ncccfi'arily attend a celfiition. 
would abandon a party which they forelaw, ujton a 
peace, mufi be contlemned, though it nright be fecure 
and whereas all overtures of a treaty hitherto had ad- 
‘‘ vanced their levies upon pretence of being in a pofturc 
“ not to be contemned, they believed, a real celfation 
“ would render rhofe levies impollible.” 

Others thought “any ceflation difadvantageous enough 
“ to the King; and therefore, that the terms, upon 
“ which it was to be made, were to be precilely looked 
“ to; that the articles propofed would only produce a 
“ fuipenlion of prel'ent a6ts of hoftility and blood among 
“ the foldiers; but not give the lead; taftc of peace, or 
“ admit the leaft benefit to the people; for that all in- 
“ tercourfe and converfation was inhibited, infomuch as 
“ no perfon of the King’s party, though no foldicr, had 
liberty to vifit his wife, or family, out of the King’s 
“ quarters, during this celfation ; and the hindering 
“ recruits could only prejudice the King, not at all the 
“ Earl of Elfcx, who had at prefent a greater army than 
“ ever before; and the city of London was fuch a ma- 
“ gazine of men, as pould fupply him' upon \ ery fmall 

“ warning. 
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“ warning. Bclicles, tliougli the Rate of the King’s 
“ army and quarters about Oxford w'as fuch as rr^iglit 
“ receive fome advantage by a refiation; yet, in tlie 
weft, it was hoped his affairs were in the bud ; and 
“ the Earl of Ncwcaftlc was fo much mafter in the 
“ north, that if a peace enfued not, (which wife men did 
“ not belicr e was feriouHy intended on the Parliament’s 
part, by rcai'on the propofftions to be treated on were 
“ I'o unreai'onable, and impoffible to be conlented to), 
“ inch a celi'ation would hinder the motion and jirogrefs 
“ of the Earl’s good fortune, and give time to the Lord 
“ r''airfax, who was at |>relciit very low, to put himfelf 
“ into fuch a poiture as might give new trouble.” And 
It is certain the northern I'orccs had then great dread 
of this cefliition. 

I'o thefe confdcrations was added another of greater 
moment, and which could be Icfs anfwcred by any accefs 
<d benefit and advantage on the King’s jiarty. Hitherto 
the Parliament liad raifed their vaff fums of money, for 
the fupport of their army, (which could only be fupported 
by conllanr great (lay), and for the difeharge of their 
other immenl'e expellees, incident to fuch a rebellion, 
(fom the city of London, and jirincijially from their 
friends, not daring fo rigidly’ to execute their ordinances 
generally, but conlented themfelves with fome fevere 
judgements upon particular men, w'hom they had brand¬ 
ed w'ith fome extraordinary mark of malignancy, out of 
London, hue only that they gleaned among their own 
zealots upon voluntary colledlions, and plundered by 
their army, which brought no fupply to their common 
ffock : and of what they impofed upon cities and towns, 
wherein they had garrilons, (in which they had been 
likew'ilc very tender), they had received very little ; not 
venturing a et, by any general tax tjnd impofition upon 

the 
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t]ie people, to inflame them, and inform them how they 
meant to invade their liberty and their property, with 
the j'ealoufy whereof they had blown them up to all 
thofe fwellings and feditious humours againff the King; 
and apprehending, that if they fhould attemjtt that, any 
encouragement of ftrength from any of the King’s armies 
would make the whole kingdom rife againft them. 

But now, after they had agreetl to a treat}-, and framed 
even articles for a ceffiition, they palled an ordinance The Houfe= 
for a weekly afl'efiment throughout the kingdom, to-!!m ■iiicd (or 
wards the lupport of the war; by which vsas impofed 
upon the city of London the weekly fum of ten thoufand 
pounds, and upon the whole kingdom no Icfs than 
weekly payment of thirty three thouland five hundred 
and eighteen pounds, amounting in the year to one 
million leven hundred forty two thoufand nine hundred 
thirty fix pounds; a prodigious ium for a people to 
bear, who, before this war, tlK)ught the payment of 
two fubfidies in a year, which, in the bell times, never 
amounted to above two hundred thoufand pounds, and 
never in our age to above a hundred and fifty, an in- 
lupportable burden upon the kingdom: which indeed 
had fcarce borne the fame, under all the kings that ever 
reigned. 

For the fpeedy and exaft collcdion whereof, they 
appointed, by the fame ordinance, commiflioners in each 
county, fuch as were fiifficiently inclined to, and engaged 
in their defigns. To this they added other ordinances, 
for exafting the twentieth part, and other payments, 
throughout the kingdom ; wbich had been only under¬ 
gone (and that not generally) in London; and, above 
all, for the fequeftering and feizing of the eftates of all 
who adhered to the |^ing. “ Now if a ceflation were 
“ confented to by t^e King, on the articles propoied, 

“ and 
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“ and tlicreby the King’s forces locked up within the 
“ feveral limits and narrow bounds, in which they were 
“ contained, thefe ordinances migiit be executed through- 
“ out all their quarters; and thereby vaft fums be raifed, 
“ Their great allbciation of Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, 
“ Huntingdon, Bedford, and Effex, (in neither of which 
“ the King had any vifible party, or one fixed quarter), 
“ upon which, the apprehenfion of the Earl of New- 
“ caftle’s advance upon them, kept them from notable 
“ prellures, would by this means yield them a great 
“ fiipply of men and money. In Somcrfetfhire and 
“ Devonfhirc, whilft Sir Ralph Hopton might hereby 
“ be kept from advancing, they might raile W'hat they 
‘‘ would, and might difpofe of the flocks and j)erfonal 
“ eftates of thofc, whom they had, and would declare to 
“ be malignant; and fo this cefi'ation, befides the damage 
“ and prejudice to the loyal party, would probably fill 
“ the rebels’ coflcrs, the emptinefs whereof was the mofl, 
“ if not only, probable way and means to determine tfie 
“ war.” 

■ Thefe confidcrations made a deep imprclfion upon 
iliofe, who believed the treaty was not like to produce 
a [leacc ; the number of w'hich was increaled by a new 
rciblution, at this time entered upon, and vigoroufly 
Tiir city uf profecutcd, “ to fortify the city of London, and to draw 
fonTfad, “ a line about itwhich was executed with marvellous 
expedition; which, many believed, would not have 
been then done, both for the charge and jcaloul'y of it, 
if it had not been refolvcd it fhould not yet return to the 
King’s obedience. And many perfons of honour and 
quality about the King, who had given great life to his 
affairs, were fo fiarlled with the fenfe of it, that they 
addreffed themfelves together to his Majcfly, and be- 
lought him, “ that they might no^ilofe that now, by an 

“ unequal 
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“ unequal ceffation, whidi had been preferved for them, 

“ during the licenfc of hoftility; and that his and their 
“ enemifes might not be that way enabled to deftroy 
them, which yet they durft not attempt to do by any 
“ other.” The King hereupon, after folemn debates in the King’s 
council, the chief officers of his army being prefent, re-Eat?onr^ 
folved to make fuch alterations in the articles, as might 
make the terms a little more equal, at leaft prevent lo‘'^,',“”^_ 
intolerable difadvantages. 

1. “To the firft article as it was propofed by them, 

“ his Majeily fully and abfolutcly confented. 

2. “ To the fecond likewife fully, as far as it concerned 
all officers and foldiers of the army ; but he propofed, 

“ that all other his fubjedfs, of what quality or condition 
“ Ibcvcr, might, during the ceffiition, pafs to and from 
“ the cities of Oxford or London, or any other parts of 
“ his Majefty’s dominions, without any fearch, day, or 
“ imprifonment of their perfons, or fei'/.ure and detention 
“ of their goods or edates: and that all manner of trade 
“ and commerce might be open and free between all hi-: 

“ fubjedls, except between the officers and foldiers ol • 

“ either army, or for arms, ammunition, money, bullion, 

“ or vit'duals for the ufc of either army, without a pafs, 

“ or fafe conduftwhich, his M.ajcdy told them, 

“ would be a good beginning to renew the trade and 
“ correfpondence of the kingdom, and whereby Ins 
“ fubjetifs might be redored to that liberty and freedom 
“ they were born to, and had fo happily enjoyed till 
*“ thefe miferable didradlions; and which, even during 
this war, his Majedy had, to his utmod. laboured to 
“ preferve, opening the way, by mod drift proclamations, 

“ to the paffiage of all commodities, e\ cn to the city of 
“ London itfelf.” | 

3,4, 5, 6, To thefe-the King likewife confented, with 
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two prdvilions: firft, ‘‘ that fuch Ihips, as were necefTary 
“ to be fet forth, fhotild be commanded by fuch perfons 
“ as his Majefty fhould approve of. Secondly, that, 
“ during the ceflation, none of his fubjedfs fliould be 
“ impriibned othenvife tlian according to tl)c known 
“ laws of the land, and that there fliould be no plunder- 
ing, or violence offered to any of his fubjebts.'’ The 
firft of thefe was inferted, (without purpofc of inlifting on 
it), left by the King’s confent to the article, in the terms 
it was propofed, he might be thought to confent in any 
degree to their ufurpation of the na\al authority. And 
tlie fccond was, to prevent the execution of the ordinances 
before mentioned. 

And his Majefty told them, “he hoped, thefe finall 
“ alterations would fiiniciently manifeft, how folicitous 
‘‘ he was for the good of his people, for whole liberties 
“ he fliould infill, when, in matters merely concerning 
“ himfelf, he might defeend' to eafier conditions; and 
“ howdefirous heivas, that, in this unnatural contention, 
‘‘ no more blood of his fubjerfts might be fpik, upon 
“ which he looked with much grief, compallion, and 
“ tendernefs of heart, even on tlie blood of thole, who 
“ had lifted up their hands againft him. And therefore 
he doubted not, but both Iloufes w'ould confent to 
“ them. Howec cr, if any fcruples fliould be made, he 
“ was willing that the commiffioners for the treaty might 
“ nevcrthelefs immediately come to him, and fo all 
matters concerning the ceffation might be there fettled 
“ betw'een them.” 

After this anfwer returned by the King, many days 
paffed without any return to him ; and in the mean time 
another addrefs was made to his Majefty, upon which 
the great managers at London fad fet their hearts, more 
than upon the treaty; and for wLich indeed they deferred 

tlifir 
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their treaty. Tl)ey had ftill a great dependence and 
confidence ujwn their brethren of Scotland, and yet that 
people moved very flowly; and, fincc the Earl of Efl'cx 
had been fettled in Ins winter quarters, there had been 
high quarrels between the Englifh and Scotch officers, 
infomuch as, upon fome reproachful words which had 
been caft out, many fwords were one day drawn in 
VVeftminflcr-hall, when the Iloufes were fitting, betw'een 
them; and fome blood drawn, which (though the Houfes 
induftrioufly laboured to compofe it with declarations 
“ of their joint value and rcf|)ccl: of that nation with 

their own, and that their dclerts could only diftinguifli 
“ them”) gave fo great umbrage, that many of the 
Scots, fome of eminent command, quitted the fcrvicc; 
and it was hoped it woukl have broke any farther national 
combination in mifehief. 

But tlie general inclination to rebellion maflered thofe 
particular conliderations and difobligations; and, about 
the end of February, to facilitate the King’s confent to 
the grand propolition for the extirpation of ejiifcojiacy, 
(which the two Houles had been, by the arts before 
mentioned, wrought to make; when, in truth, there were 
very few of themfelves defired it; as, when it jiaffed th.c 
Houfc of Peers, there were but five Lords prefent), there 
arrived at Oxford the Earl of J.owdcn, Lord Chancellor 
of Scotland, and Mr. Alexander Ilenderfon, a man of 
equal fimie in the diftraiTions that arofc in tliat kingdom: 
the former came as a commiflioncr from the Lords of 
the Secret Council of that kingdom, or, as they then 
thought fit to call theml'elves, “ the confervators of the 
“ peace between the two kingdomsand defired to pafs 
as a mediator in the differences Ix’twcen the King and 
the two Houfes, and ^hat the King would gii e them 
leave upon the matter to be umpires between tliem. 
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The other, Mr. Henderfon, had a fperial emploj'metlt 
from the allembly of the Kirk of Scotland, to |)refcnt a 
petition from that body to the King ; the which'becaufc 
it was then thought of a very ftrangc nature and dialeft, 
and becaufc I lhall always report the acts of that nation 
(as far as I am obliged to mention them) in their own 
words, I think very convenient to infert in this place. 

But it will be firft necelfary, for the better under- 
Itanding one angry claule in it, to remember, that, when 
the Earl of Newcaftle marched into Yorklhire, upon 
occafion of lome afperfions publiflied again ft him by the 
Lord Fairfax, “ that his army confided only of Papifts, 
“ and that his defign was to extirpate the Proteftant 
“ religion," the Earl let forth a declaration of the reafons 
of his marching into that country, tviiich was, “ upon the 
“ delire of the principal gentlemen, to refeue and prote( 51 : 
“ them from the tyranny of the Parliamentand then, 
taking notice of “ the fcandalous imputations upon him 
“ in point of religion,” after he had vindicated himfelf 
from the lealt fulpicion of inclination to Pojtcry, he 
confeflcd “ he had granted commillions to many Papifts, 
“ which, as he knew, was, in this cafe, agreeable to the 
“ laws of the kingdom, fo he believed it very agreeable 
“ to the prclent policy; and that the quarrel between 
“ the King and the two Houfes being not grounded 
“ upon any matter of religion, the rebels profeffing 
“ themfclvcs to be of the fame of which his Majefty 
“ was clearly known to be, and the Papifts generally at 
this time appearing very loyal to him, which too' 
“ many Proteftants were not, he thought their afliftance 
“ might very fitly be made ufe of, to fupprefs the re- 
bcllion of the other.” And from thence thefe zealous 
Scots concluded, that he preferred the Papifts, in point 
of loyalty, before the Proteftants which was a calumny 

of 
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of fo public a concernment, that tliey could not be filent 
in. Their petition follows in thefe words. 

To the King’s moft excellent Majefty; 

The himhlc Pelilioii of the Commijfmers of the General 
Aj[fL'7uhIy of the Kirk of Scotland met at Edinburgh, 

Jan. 4, ] 64j. 

“ Our filcnce, and ceafing to ))refent before your Ma-Thepe- 
“ jefty our humble thoughts and dcfires, at this time ofGc™rai’''' 
“ common danger to religion, to your Majelfy’s facred 
“ perfon, your crown, and pofterity, and to all your Ma-"' 

jelly’s dominions, were impiety againft God, unthank- >0 'he King 
“ fulnefs and dilloyalty againft your Majefty, and in- uenderfon, 
“ dircfft approbation and hardening of the adverfaries of^|’"^i’''''‘‘ 
“ truth and peace in their wicked ways, and cruelty 
“ againft our brethren, lying in fuch depths of affliction 
“ and anguifh of fpirit; any one of which crimes were, 

“ in us alrove all others, unexcufable, and would prove 
“ us moft unworthy of the truft committed unto us. 

“ Tlic flame of this common combuftion hath almoft 
“ dccoured Ireland, is now wafting the kingdom of 
“ England, and we cannot tell how foon it fliall enter 
“ upon ourfelves, and fet this your Majefty’s moft 
“ ancient and native kingdom on fire. If in this 
“ woful cafe, and lamentable condition of your Majefty’s 
“ dominions, all others Ihould be filent, it bchoveth us 
“ to fpeak; and if our tongues and pens Ihould ceafe, 

•“ our confciences within us would cry out, and the 
“ ftones in the ftrects would anfwer us. 

“ Our great grief, and apprehenfion of danger, is not 
“ a little increafed, partly by the infolence and pre- 
“ fumption of Papifts, nnd others difafleefted to the rc- 
“ formation of religion] who, although for their number 

S3 “ and 



THE HISTORY 


Book VI. 


“ ind power they be not confiderable among us, yet, 
“ through the luccefs of the Popilh party in Ireland, and 
“ the hopes they concei\’e of the prevailing ppwer of 
“ the Popiflt armies and the Prelatical fa^ion in 
“ England, they have of late taken fpirit, and begun to 
“ fpeak big words againft the reformation of religion, 
“ and the work of God in this land; and partly, and 
“ more principally, that a chief praife of the Proteftant 
religion (and thereby our not vain, but juft gloriation) 
“ is, by the public declaration of the Earl of Newcaftle, 
General of j'our Majefty’s forces for the northern 
“ f)nrls, and neareft unto us, transferred unto Pajufts; 
“ who, although they he fworn enemies unto kings, 
“ and be as iiilamuiis for their treafons and confpiracies 
againft |)rincc 5 and rulers, as for their known idolatry 
and fjjiritual tyranny, yet are they openly declared 
“ to be not only good fubjeGs, or better fubjedfs, but 
“ far better iubjedls than Proteftants: which is a new 
“ and foul dilparagcment of the reformed religion, a 
“ notable injury to your Majefty in your honour, a 
“ fenfible rcflcdlion upon the whole body of this king- 
“ dom, vliitli is impatient that any fubjeefts ftiould be 
“ more loyal than they ; but abhorreth, and extremely 
“ difdaiircth, tliat Papitts, who refufe to take the oath 
“ of allegiance, ihould be compared with them in al- 
“ legiance and lidelity; and which (being a ftrange 
“ dodfrinc from the mouth or pen of profelled Pro- 
“ teftants) will fufler a hard conftrudlion from all the 
“ reformed Kirks. 

“ We therefore, your Majefty’s moft humble and 
“ loving fubjedfs, upon thefe and the like confiderations, 
“ do humbly entreat, that your Majefty may be pleafed, 
“ in your princely wifdom, firft to coniider, that the in- 
tentions of Papifts, diredlcd bj the principles of their 

“ profeffion. 
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profcllion, arc no other than they have been from the 
“ beginning, even to build their Babel, and to fet up 
their execrable idolatry and Antichriftian tyranny, in 
“ all your Majefty’s dominions; to change the face of 
“ your two kingdoms of Scotland and England into 
“ the limilitude of miferable Ireland ; which is more 
“ bitter to the people of God, your Majefty’s good fub- 
“ jedts, to think upon, than death ; and whatfoever 
“ their prefent ]n'etenccs be, for the defence of your 
“ Majefty’s perfon and authority, yet, in the end, by 
“ their arms and power, with a difplayed banner, to 
“ bring that to pals againft your royal perfon and 
“ jiofterity, which the fifth of November, never to be 
“ lorgottcn, w'as not able by their fubtile and un- 
“ elermining treafon to produce ; or, which will be their 
“ greateft mercy, to reduce your Majefty, and your 
“ kingdoms, to the bale and unnatural llavcry of their 
“ monarch, the I’ope: and next, that your Majefty, 
“ upon this undeniable evidence, may timoufly and 
“ fpcedily aj)ply your royal authority, for difbanding 
“ their forces, lupprefling their pow'cr, and difappointing 
“ their bloody and mercilefs projects. 

“ And for this end, w'e are, with greater earneftnefs 
than before, conftrained to fall down again before 
“ your Majefty, and, in all humility, to renew the fup- 
“ plication of the late general aflembly, and our own 
“ former jtetition in their name, for unity of Religion, 
“ and uniformity of Church-government in all your 
“ Majefty’s kingdoms, and, to this effeft, for a meeting 
“ of lome divines to be holden in England, unto which, 
“ according to the defire of your Majefty’s Parliament, 
“ fome commillioners may be fent from this Kirk; that, 
“ in all points to be propofed and debated, there may 
be the greater coment and harmony. We take the 
s 4 “ boldncfs 
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“ boldnefs to be the more inftant in this our humble 
“ defire, becaufe it concerneth the Lord Jefus Chrift fo 
“ much in his glory, your Majefty in your honpur, the 
Kirk of England (which we ought to tender as our 
“ ow'n bowels, and whofe reformation is more dear unto 
“ us than our lives) in her happinefs, and the Kirk of 
“ Scotland in her purity and peace; former experience 
“ and daily fenfe teaching us, that, without the reform- 
“ ation of the Kirk of England, there is no hope or 
“ poffibility of the continuance of reformation here. 

“ The Lord of heaven and earth, whofe Vicegerent 
“ your Majcfiy is, calleth for this great work of reform- 
“ ation at yoar hands; and the prefent Commotions 
“ and troubles of your Majefty’s dominions are either 
“ a preparation, in the mercy of God, for this blefled 
“ reformation and unity of religion, (which is the de- 
“ fire, prayers, and expectation of all your Majefty’s 
“ good fubjects in this kingdom), or, which they trem- 
“ ble to think ujion, and earneftly deprecate, are (in the 
“ juftice of God, for the abufe of the Gofpel, the tole- 
“ rating of idolatry and fuperftition, againft lb clear a 
“ light, and not acknowledging the day of vifitation) 
the beginning of fuch a doleful defolation, as no po- 
“ licy or power of man fhall be able to prevent, and as 
“ fhall make j our Majefty’s kingdoms, within a fhort 
“ time, as miferable as they may be happy by a re- 
“ formation of religion. God forbid that, whilft the 
‘‘ Houfes of Parliament do profefs their defire of the 
“ reformation of religion in a peaceable and parliament- 
“ ary w'ay, and pafs their bills for that end in the par- 
“ ticulars; that your Majefty, the nurfe-fatlier of the 
“ Kirk of Chrift, to whofe care the cuftody and vindi- 
“ cation of religion doth principally belong, fhould, to 
“ tire provoking of the anger of God, the flopping of 

“ the 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 


the Influence of fo many bleflings from lieaven, ancf 
“ the grieving of the hearts of all the godly, fruftrate 
“ our expeftation, make our hopes afliamed, and hazaicl 
“ the lofs of the hearts of all your good fubjec^s; which, 
next unto the truth and unity of religion, and the 
fafety of your kingdoms, are willing to hazard their 
lives, and fpend their blood, for your Majefty’s ho- 
“ nour and happinefs. 

“ We are not ignorant, that the work is great, the 
“ difficulties and impediments many; and that there be 
“ both mountains and lions in the way; the ftrongeft 
“ let, till it be taken out of the way, is the mountain of 
“ Prelacy: and no wonder, if your Majefly confidcr, 
“ how many Papifts, and popifhly affedled, ha\ e, for a 
“ long time, found peace and cafe under the lhadow 
thereof; how many of the Prelatical faction have 
“ thereby their life and being; how many profane 
and worldly men do fear the yoke of Chrift, and are 
“ unwilling to fubmit themfelves to the obedience of 
“ the Gol'pel; how many there be, whofe eyes are daz- 
“ zled with the external glory and pomp of the Kirk; 
“ whofe minds are mifearried with a conceit of the go- 
verning of the Kirk by the rules of human policy; 
“ and whole hearts arc aft'rightcd with the apprehenlions 
“ of the dangerous confequences, which may enfue upon 
“ alterations. But when your Majefty, in your princely 
“ and religious wifdom, lhall remember, from the re- 
“ cords of former times, how againft the gates of hell, 
“ the force and fraud of wicked and worldly men, and 
“ all panic fears of danger, tire Chriftian Religion was 
“ firft planted; and the Chriftian Kirk thereafter re- 
“ formed; and, from the condition of the prefent times, 
“ how many, from the experience of the tyranny of the 
“ Prelates, are afraid to diicover themfelves, left they be 
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" revenged upon them hereafter, (whereas Prelacy being 
■“ removed, they would openly profcls what they are, 
“ and join with others in the way of reformation), all 
“ obftacles and difficulties ffiall be but matter of the 
“ manifeftation of the power of God, the principal 
“ worker; and means of the greater glory to your Ma- 
“ jefty, the prime inftrument. 

The intermixture of the government of Prelates 
“ with the civil ftate, mentioned in your Majefty’s 
anfwer to our former petition, being taken away, and 
“ the right go\ernmcnt by affemblies, which is to be 
“ feen in all the reformed Kirks, and wherein the agree- 
merit will he cafy, being fettled; the Kirk and Reli- 
“ gion will be more pure, and free from mixture, and 
*‘ tlie civil government more found and firm. That 
“ government of the Kirk muft fuit beft wdth the 
civil ftate, and be molf ufcful for kings and king- 
“ doms, which is beft warranted by God, by whom 
“ kings do reign, and kingdoms arc eftablifhed. Nor 
“ can a reformation be expected in the common and 
“ ordinary way, exprefled alfo in your Majefty’s an- 
“ fwer. The wifeft and moft religious princes have 
“ found it impodible, and implying a repugnancy, fince 
“ the perfons to be reformed, and reformers, muft be 
“ diverl’e ; and the way of reformation muft be different 
“ from the corrupt way,-by which dcfeiftion of work- 
“ men, and corruption in dorftrine, worfliip, and go- 
“ vernment, have entered into the Kirk. Suffer us 
“ therefore, dread Sovereign, to renew our petitions for 
“ tliis unity of Religion, and uniformity of Kirk-govern- 
“ ment, and for a meeting of fome divines of both 
“ kingdoms, who may prepare matters for )'our Majef- 
“ ty’s view, and for the examination and ajiprobation 
of more full aflemblies. The national affembly of 

*' this 
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“ this Kirk, from which we have our commiflion, did 
promife, in their thankfgiving for the many favours 
“ exprefled in your Majefty’s letter, their beft cndea- 
“ vour to keep the people under their charge in unity 
“ and peace, and in loyalty and obedience to your Ma- 
“ jcfty, and your laws; which, we confefs, is a duty well 
“ befeeming the jircachers of the Gofpeh 
“ But we cannot conceal how much both pallors and 
people are grieved and difquieted with the late reports 
“ of the fuccefs, boldnefs, and llrength of Popifh forces 
“ in Ireland and England ; and how much danger, from 
the power of fo malicious and bloody enemies, is ap- 
“ prehended to the religion and peace of this Kirk and 
“ kingdom, conceived by them to be the fpring, whence 
“ have idlicd all tiicir calamities and miicrics. Wliich 
“ we humbly remonftrate to your Majelly as a neccllity 
“ requiring a general affembly, and do carneftly fup- 
“ plicate for the prefence and afliftance of your Majef- 
“ ty’s commillioner, and the day to be appointed; that, 
“ by univerfal confent of the whole Kirk, the bell 
“ courfe may be taken for the prefervation of religion, 
“ and for the averting of the great wrath, wliich they 
“ conceive to be imminent to this kingdom. If it lliall 
“ pleafe the Lord, in wliofe hand is the heart of the 
“ King, as tlic rivers of waters, to turn it wliitherl'oei cr 
“ he will, to incline your Majefly’s heart to this through 
“ reformation; no more to tolerate the mafs, or any 
“ part of Romifh fuperftition, or tyranny ; and to com- 
“ mand that all good means be ufed for the converfion 
“ of your princely confort, the Queen’s Majcfty, (which 
“ is alfo the humble dclire of this whole Kirk and king- 
“ dom), your joint comforts lhall be multiplied abo\e 
“ the days of your afilidlion, to your incredible joy; 
“ your glory fliall ihine in brightnefs, above all your 

“ royal 
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“ royal progenitors, to the admiration of the world, and 

the terror of your enemies: and your kingdoms fo 
“ far abound in righteoufnefs, peace, and profperity, 
“ aboA'e all that have been in former generations, that 
“ they fhall fay. It is good for 7 cs, that u'C have heea 
“ affliSed." 

This petition was not ftranger in itielf, than in the 
circumftances that attended it; for it was no fooner pre- 
fented to the King, (if not before), than it was fent to 
London, and printed, and communicated with extraor¬ 
dinary induftry to the people; tliat they might fee how 
far the Scottifh nation would be engaged for the dcftruc- 
rion of the Church; and the mellenger wlio prefented 
It, Mr. Ilcnderfon, confe/fed to his Majefty, that he 
had three or four letters to the moft adlive and feditious 
preachers about London, from men of the fame fpirit in 
Scotland. Upon this provocation, the King might have 
very reafonably proceeded againft Mr. Henderfon, who 
was neither included in the fafe condudl, (as the Lord 
Lowden and the reft of the commiflioners were), nor 
had any authority from the Lords of the Council of that 
kingdom, (who were qualified with large powers), to 
countenance his employment; being fent only from the 
commiflioners of the General Afl’embly, (who were not 
authorifed by their own conftitutions, to make any fuch 
declaration), and there being then no aflembly fitting; 
which itielf, with all their new privileges, could not, with 
any cedour of reafon, or authority, har'^e tranfatfted fuch 
an inftriiment. However the King, who well knew the 
intereft and influence the Clergy had upon the people of 
that kingdom; and that, whilft they pretended to remove 
them from all fecular employment, they were the prin¬ 
cipal inftruments and engines, by which the whole na¬ 
tion was wrought to {edition; refolved, not only to ufe 

the 
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the perfon of Mr. Henderfon very gracioufly, and to 
proteA him from thofe affronts, which he might natu¬ 
rally expcdl in a univerfity, (efpccially, he having iifed 
fome grave and learned DoAors with great infolence, 
who went civilly to him to be informed, wliat arguments 
had prevailed with him, to be fo profclled an enemy to 
the Church of Englantl, and to give him fome informa¬ 
tion in the argument: with wliom he htperciliouny re- 
fufed to hold any difeourfe), but to return an auuvcr witli 
all poffible candour to the petition iilelf; and fo, befire 
he entered upon the other addrels, made by the Jatid 
Lowden and the reft, he returned (after \cry folemn 
debates in council, where the Earl of Lamrick the 
Secretary for Scotland, and other Lords of Scotland, wiio 
were of the Privy Council, were prelcnt, and fully con¬ 
curred, with many expreiiioiis of their dctclraiion of the 
manners of their countrymen, yet with afliircd confidence 
that they would not be corrupted to any aft of hoffility) 
to Mr. Henderfon, and, with all expedition, by other 
hands into Scotland, this anfwer; which likevvife I think 
fit to infert in the very w'ords, that pofterity may know 
how tender and provident the King ahvays was, to pre¬ 
vent any mifunderftanding of him and his aftions with 
that people ; and confccjuently any commotions in that 
kingdom; which was the only thing, he fearcil, might 
contribute to, and continue, the diftraclions in this. 

Ilh Mujcjfys Anfi-ver /a ihc laic Fctliion frefenled 
unto him by the huvih oj Mr. Ah'Xiindrr llciulcr/oii., 
from the Commijfioncrs cf the General Ajfcmhly oj 
the Church of Scollcnid. 

“ We received lately a petition from you, by thcir;«yfa- 
“ hands of Mr. Alexander Henderfon, to the which w-e 
“ intended to have given an anfwer, as foon as we had pJ™"" ^ 

tranfafted i64j- 
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" tranfa^Ied the bufincfs with the other commillioners, 
addrelTed to us from tlie confervators of the treaty of 
“ that our kingdom. But finding the fame to be pub- 
“ Hlhed in print, and to be difperfcd throughout our 
“ kingdom, to the great danger of fcandaling of our 
well afte(Ted fubjedls; who may interpret the bittcr- 
“ nefs and fharpnefs of fome cxprellions, not to be fo 
“ agreeable to that regard and reverence, rvhich is due 
to our pcrfon, and the matter of the petition itfelf to 
“ be reproachful to the honour and conftitution of this 
*•' kingdom : we have been compelled, the more ftridlly 
'• to examine, as well the authority of the petitioners, as 
“ the matter of the petition itfelf, and to jtublifh our 
“ o])in]on of both, that our fubjebts of both kingdoms 
“ may lee how equally iuft, and fenfibic, we arc of the 
“ laws and honour of both our kinodoms. 

O 

“ And firft, upon jterufal of the petition, we required 
“ to lee the commiffion, by which the melTenger who 
“ brought the petition, or the perfons who fent him, 
“ are qualified to intermeddle in aflairs fo foreign to 
“ their jurifdiftion, and of fo great concernment to this 
“ our kingdom of England. Upon examination where- 
“ of, and in defence of the larvs and government of this 
“ our kingdom, which we arc trulled and fworn to dc- 
“ fend, we muft profefs that the petitioners, or the 
“ General Aflembly of our Church of Scotland, have 
“ not the leaft authority, or power, to intermeddle or 
“ interpofe in the afiuirs of this kingdom, or church ; 
“ which are fettled and eflablifiied by the jrroper laws 
“ of this land, and, till they be altered by the fame 
“ competent power, cannot be inveighed againft without 
“ a due fenfe of us, and this nation; much lels can they 
“ prefent any advice or declaration to our Houfes of 
“ Parliament againft the fame ; or, to that purpofe, fend 

“ any 
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“ any letters, as they have now done, to any minilters of 
“ our Church here ; who, by the laws of this laird, can- 
“ not correfjrond againft the lame. 

“ Therefore, wc do believe that the petitioners, when 
“ they fhall confidcr how unwarnurted it is by the laws 
“ of that kingdom, and how contrary it is to the laws of 
th^s, to the profcilions they ha\ c nrade to each otlicr, 
“ and how' unbecoming in itfclf, for them to require 
“ the ancient, happy, and cfiablifhed go\ eminent of the 
“ Church of England to be alterei!, and conformed to 
the laws and conftitutioas of another Church, will 
“ find themfclvcs mifled by the information of fonie 
“ perfons here, who would willingly engage the pc- 
“ titioners to foment a difference and dir ijion between 
“ the two kingdoms, which we have, with fo much care 
“ and induftry, endeavoured to prevent; not having 
“ laboured more to quench the combuftion in this king- 
“ dom, than we have to hinder the like from either 
“ devouring Ireland, or entering into Scotland ; which, 
“ if all others will equally labour, wall undoubtedly be 
“ avoided. But we cannot fo eafily pafs over the mcn- 
“ tion of Ireland, being moved to it by the fcandalotis 
“ afperlions, that have been often caff upon ii':, ujion 
“ that fubjedf, and the ufe tliat hath been made of the 
“ woful diftraftions of that kingdom, as of a feminary 
“ of fears and jealoufies, to beget the like dillradions 
“ in this; which left they may Iiave farther influence, 
“ we are the more willing to make our innocence appear 
“ in that particular. 

“ When iirft that horrid reliehion begun, we were in 
“ our kingdom of Scotland ; and the fenie we had then 
“ of it, the expreflions we made concerning it, tiie 
commiffions, together with fome other alfiftancc, we 
“ fent immediately into tliat kingdom, and the inflant 

“ recom- 
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“ recommendation we made of it to both otir Houfes of 
“ Parliament in England, arc known to all perfons of 
“ quality there and then about us. After our return 
“ into England, our ready concurring to all the defires 
“ of both Houfes, that might moft fpeedily reprefs that 
“ rebellion, by pafling the bill of prelRng, and in it a 
“ claufe, which quitted a right challenged by all, and 
“ enjoyed by many of our predeceflbrs, by parting with 
“ our rights in the lands efeheated to us by that rel)ellion, 
“ for the encouragement of adventurers; by emptying 
“ our magazines of arms and ammunition for that fer- 
vice, (which we have fince needed for our necefifary 
“ defence and prefervation), by confenting to all bills 
for the railing of money for the fame, tliough con- 
“ taining unufual claufes, which trulied both Houfes 
“ without us with the manner of difpofing it: our often 
“ prefling both Houfes, not to negied that kingdom, 
“ by being diverted by confiderations and difputes Icfs 
“ concerning both kingdoms^.cijur ^r of raifing ten 
“ thoufand volunteers to bejl^'tl&her; and our fcveral 
“ ofiers to engage our o^n't^-al perfon, in the fup- 
“ preflion of that horrid rebellion, are no lefs known to 
“ all this nation, than our perpetual earneftnefs, by our 
“ foreign minifters, to keep all manner of fupj)lies from 
‘‘ being tranfported for the relief of the rebels, is known 
“ to fcveral neighbouring Princes; which if all good 
“ fubjeds will confider, and withal how many of the 
‘‘ men, and how much of the money raifed for that end, 
“ and how much time, care, and induftry, liave been 
“ diverted from that employment, and employed in this 
“ unnatural war againfl us, (the true caufe of the prefent 
“ miferics, and want, which our Britilh armies there do 
“ now endure), they will foon free us from all thofe im- 
“ putations, fo fcandaloufly and groundlcfsly laid upon 
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“ us; and impute the continuance of the combuftion 
“ of that mifcrable kingdom, the danger it may bring 

upon our kingdoms of England and Scotland, and the 
“ beginning of this doleful dcfolation, to thofe who are 
“ truly guilty of it. 

“ For unity in religion, which is dcfired, we cannot 
“ bu^ anfwer, that we much apprehend, left tire Papifts 

may make fome advantage of that cxj)reftion, by con- 
“ tinuing that Icandal with more authority, whicii they 
“ have ever heretofore ufed to caft upon the Reformation, 
“ by interpreting all the differences in ceremony, gor ern- 
“ ment, or indifferent opinions between fevera! Proteftant 
“ Churches, to be differences in religion ; and left our 
“ good fubje(fts of England, who have ever efteemed 
“ themfehes of the fame religion with you, fhould 
“ fufpedt themfclves to be efteemed by you to be of a 

contrary; and that the religion whicli they and tlieir 
“ anceftors have held, everffnee the bleftcd Reformation, 
“ and in, and for which, they arc refolved to die, is tax- 
“ ed, and branded of falfehood, or infufficicncy, by fuch 
“ a deffre. 

“ For uniformity in Church-gor'crnmcnt, we conceived 
“ the anfwcr formerly given by us (at Bridgenorth, 
“ 13th 06 b)ber 1642) to the former petition in this 
“ argument, would have fatisfied the jretitioners; and is 
“ fo full, that we can add little to it; viz. that the 
“ government here eftablifhed by the laws hath fo near 
“ a relation and intenuixture with the civil ftatc, (tvhich 
“ may be unknown to the petitioners), that till a com- 
“ pofed, digefted form be prefented to us, upon a free 
“ debate of botli Houles in a parliamentary way, where- 
“ by the confent and approbation of tliis whole kingdom 
“ may be had, and we and all our lubjeefts may dilcern, 
“ what is to be left in. or brought in, as well as wliat is 
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“ to be taken away ; vve know not how to confent to 
“ <iny alteration, otlierwilc titan to Inch an atT for the 
*‘ ealc of tender conleiences in the matter of ceremonies, 
as vve have often oiUrcd ; and that this, and any thing 
“ elfe that may concern the peace of the Church, and 
“ the advancement of God’s true religion, may be 
“ foberly difculled, and hapjtily cffct^led, vye have 
“ formerly offered, and are ftill willing, that dA.ates f)t' 
“ tliat nattirc mav be entered into bv a lynod of godly 
“ and learned divines, to be re<iularlv choleti according 
“ to the laws and culloms of this kingdom ; to wliich 
‘‘ vve thall be willing that fome learned divines (jf our 
“ Church of Scotland may be likewife fent, to be [treient, 
“ and oiler, and debate their realbns. With this aniwer 
the petitioners had great realon to acquielce, without 
“ enlarging the matter of their fortmr petition only with 
bitter exprellions againlt the cfrablilhed government 
“ and laws of their neighbour nation, (as if it were con- 
“ trarv to the wonl of God), with whom they have !o 
“ lately entered into a Itrift amity and friendlhip. 

“ Eut vve cannot enough wonder, that the petitioners 
“ ilioiikl iiiterpofe thcmleives, not only as fit directors 
“ and judges between us, and our two Houles of Parlia- 
“ ment, in buiinefs lo wholly concerning t lie jicace and 
“ government of this our kingdom ; and in a matter fo 
“ abfolutelv entrulied to us, as what new laws to confent, 
“ or not to content to ; but Ihould ailiime, and publifli, 

“ lh.it tlte defire of relbrmation in this kingdom is in a 
“ peaceable and parliamentary way ; when all the w'Drld” 
“ mav’ know, that the proceeilings here have, been, ami 
V are, not only contrary to all the rules and precedents 
“ of former Parliaments, but (leftruHive to the freedom, 

“ privilege, and dignity of Parliaments tlieml’elves; that 
“ we were firlt driven by tumults, for the fafet}- of our 

“ life, 
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life, from our cities of London and Wcfiminftcr; and 
“ have been fince purfiied, fought witlial, and are now 
“ kept from thence by an army, raifed and paid, as 
“ is pretended, by the two Iloufcs, vvhicli confift not of 
“ the fourth part of tlie number they ought to do ; the 
reft b',.ing either driven from thence by the fame 
‘‘ violence, or expelled, or imprifonetl, for not confenting 
“ to tin; treaions and unheard of inlolences pratftifed 
“ againft us. And if the petitioners could believe thefe 
“ proceedings to be in a peaceable and parliamentary 
“ way, tliey were very unacquainted with the order and 
“ conftitution of this kingdom, and not fo fit inftruments 
‘‘ to promote tlic reformation and peace, they feem to 
“ delire. 

“ We cannot believe tlic intermixture of the prefent 
''' cccleliaftical government with the ci\ il ftate, to be 
“ other than a very good reafon ; and that the govern- 
“ ment of the (Ihurch fliould be by the rules of human 
“ ])o!icv, to be other than a very good rule, unlels fomc 
“ other government were as well [irowd, as pretended, 
“ to be better warranted by the word of CJod. 

“ Of any bills otfered to us for reformation, we Hiall 
'■ not now {peak, they being a part of tliole articles upon 
“ which we have offered, and expeft to treat; but can- 
“ not but wonder, by what authorit)- \ ou jjrejudge our 
“ judgement herein, by denouncing (fod’s anger upon 
“ us, and our hazard of the lols of the hearts of all our 
“ good iubjefts, if we conient not unto them. Tlie 
“ inliuence of fo many blcHings from Heaven upon the 
“ reiirns of Queen Elizabetli and our father of bleffcd 
“ memorrq and the acknowledgment of them by all 
“ Proteftant Churches, to have been careful nurfes of the 
“ Church of Chrift, and to hat e excellently difeharged 
“ their duties, in the cuftody and \indication of religion; 

I ■■ and 
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“ and the afiedion of their fubjeds to them, do fuffi- 
ciently affiirc us, that we ihould neither flop tlie influ- 
“ ence of Inch l)l(‘]rui<>'s, nor gricec the hearts of all the 
“ godly, nor hazard the lofs of the hearts of our good 
fubjeds, although we ftill maintain, in this kingdom, 
“ the fame eftablilhcil eccldiaftical government which 
“ flourifhcd in their times, and under their fpecial 
“ jrrotedion. 

“ We doubt not, but our fubjeds of Scotland will 
“ reft abundantly fatisfierl with fuch alterations in tlieir 
“ own Church, as we have alfented unto; and not be 
“ perfuaded by a mere alfertion, that there is no hope of 
“ continuance of what is there fettled by law, unlefs that 
“ be likewife altered which is fettled here. And our 
“ fubjeds of England will never depart from tlieir duti- 
“ fill afledion to us, for not confenting to new laws, 
“ which, by the law of the land, they know we may as 
“ juftly rejed, if we approt e not of them, as either 
“Houle hath jiower to prepare for, or both, to jiropound 
“ to us. Nor are you a little miftaken, if either you 
“ believe the generality of this nation to delire a change 
“ of Church-government, or that moft of thofe, w'ho 
“ defire it, delire by it to introduce that which you only 
“ efteem a reformation ; but are as unwilling to lubmit 
“ to what you call the yoke of Clirift, and obedience to 
“ the Gofjicl, as thofe whom you call proftinc and 
“ worldly men; and fo equally averfe both to Ejiifcopacy 
“ and Prclbytcr}', that, if they fliould prevail in this 
“ particular, the abciition of the one w'ould be no inlet 
“ to the other; nor would j'our hearts be lei's grieved, 
“ your expedations lefs fruftrated, your hopes lefs 
“ afhamed, or your reformation more fecured. And the 
“ petitioners, upon due confideration, will not find 
“ themfelves lefs miftaken in the government of all the 

“ reformed 
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reformed Churches, which, tlicy fay, is by aflemblies, 
“ than they are in the beft way of reformation ; which 
“ lure is beft to be in a common and ordinary way, 
“ v\hcre the paHion or intercft of ])aiticular men may 
not impofe upon the public; but alteration be then 
“ only made, when, upon calm debates, and evident 
“ apd clear real'on, and convenience, the fime ftiall be 
gciTc'-ally conlentetl to for the peace and fecurity of 
“ the people; and thofc who are trufted by the law 
“ witii lutli debates, are not divefted of that truft, upon 
“ a general charge of corruptions, pretended to have 
“ entered by that way ; and of being the jxa-fons to be 
“ reformed, and fo unfit to be reformers. And certainb’, 
“ the like logic, with the like charges .and pretences, 
“ might be ufed to make the Parliament irlelf an m- 
“ capable judge of any reformation, either in Church 
“ or State. 

“ For the general expreffions in the petition againft 
“ Pajiifts, in which the petitioners may be underftood to 
“ charge us with compliance and even favour to tlieir 
“ opinions; wu have taken all occaftons to publilh to 
“ the world our praiftice and refolution in the true Ifto- 
“ teftant reformed religion; and we are verily perfuatled, 
“ there is no one fubjeeft, in either of our dominions, 
“ who at all knows us, and hath obferved our life, but 
“ is, in his foul, fatisfied of our conftant zeal and iin- 
“ moveable afiedfion to tlrat religion, and of our true 
“ diHike of, and hearty oppofition to Popery. And as 
“ we willingly confented, at our being in Scotland, to all 
“ adls propofed to us, for the difcountenancing and the 
“ reforming the P.apift^ in that our kingdom; fo, by 
“ our proclamations for the putting of all laws feverely 
“ in execution againft Recufants; and by not refuling 
“ any one bill, prefented to us to that purpofe, in this 
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“ kingdom ; and by our perpetual and public profcffions 
“ of readinefs, with the advice of our two Iloufes of 
Parliament, prepared for us in a deliberate and orderly 
“ w'ay, to find fome expedient to perfeef fo good a work ; 
“ we conceived, we had not left it p^.Tible for any man 
to believe us guilty of tolerating any part of the 
“ Romifli tyrann}' or fuperftition ; or to lufpech;, t’rat 
“ the converfion of our dearefi confort was not fp-tnuch 
“ our tlelire, that the accefiion of as many crowns as 
“ (lod liath already beftowed on us, would not be more 
welcome to us than that day: a blefiing, which it is 
“ our daily praym to the Almighty tobeftow upon us. 

“ But we might well liave expedfed from the pe- 
“ titioners, who have, in their folemn national covenant, 
“ literally fworn fo much care of the fafety of our per- 
“ fon, and cannot but know in how much danger that 
“ hath been, and fiill is, by the power and threats of 
rebellious armies, that they- would as well liavc rc- 
“ membered the 23d of OAober, as the 5th of No- 
vember; and as well have taken notice of the army 
“ raifed, and led againft us by tlie Earl of Ellcx, which 
“ hath affually ailiuilted, and endeavoured to murder 
“ us; which wc know to abound in Brownifts, Ana- 
“ baptifts, and other fcdfarics; and in which we have 
“ rcafon (by prifoners we have taken, and the evidence 
“ they have given) to believe there are many more Pa- 
“ pifts (and many of thofc foreigners) than in all our 
“ army ; as have advifed us, to dilband out of the army 
“ of the Earl of Newcaftlc, whicli is raifed for our de- 
“ fence, the Papifts in that army; who are knowm to be 
“ no fuch number, as to endanger their obtaining any 
“ power of building their Babel, and fetting up their 
“ idolatry ; and whofe loyalty he hath reafon to com- 
“ mend (though he was never fufpedted for favouring 

“ their 
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“ tlicir religion) not Ircfore that of Protefraiits, hut of 
“ fuch as rebel under that title ; and whole aliiftance is 
“ as due to us, by the law of (loil and man, to refeuc 
“us from domeltic rebellion, as to defend Ui from 
“ foreign invalion; which we think no man denies to be 
“ lawlul for them to do. But we do lolemnly declarr, 
“ ai|d protelr, that (lod lhall no I'ooncr free us from the 
“ deij.'erale and rebellious arms taken up againft us, but 
“ we lhal! endca\our to free ourlelves and kingdom from 
“ any fear of danger front the other, by difarming them, 
“ according to the laws of this land ; as we fliall not fail 
“ to fend our commifhoncr to the Allcmbly, at the time 
“ ajtpointed for it by the laws of Scotkind. 

“ To conclude, we delire and require tlic petititmers 
“ (as becomes good and pious preachers of the (lofpel) 
“ to ul'e their utmoft emleavours, to compofe any dil'- 
“ tradfionin opinions, or milundcrltandings, which may, 
“ by the faftion of fome turbulent perfons, be railed in 
“ the minds of our good fubjedts of that our kingdom ; 
“ and to infule into them a true fenfe of charity, obi'- 
“ (lienee, and humility, the great principles of the 
“ C'hriftian religion; that they may not fuffer themfelves 
“ to be tranfported widi things that they do not under- 
“ Itand, or think themfelves concerned in the government 
“ of another kinijlom, becaufe it is not according to the 
“ culloms of that in wiiich they li\-cj but that they 
“ difjiofe themfeh es, with modefty and devotion, to the 
“feinice of Almighty (fod ; with duty and afFeeflion, 
“ to the ol)cdience of us, and our laws; (remembering 
“ the lingular grace, favour, and benignity, we have 
“ always exprelhed to tliat our native kingdom); and with 
“ brotlierlv and Chriftian charity one towards another; 
“ and we doubt not but God, in his mercy to us and 
“ them, will make us inliruments of his blellings upon 
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“ each other, and both of us, in a great meafure, of 
“ happintfs and profperity to the whole nation.” 

ThetranO Tlvo Lord Lowdcn and the other lay-commiffioners, 
thr Eaii of who were perfons entirely guided by him, and of inferior 
and other quality, gave the precedence to thii petition, which they 
commf- Cillh'd matter of religion; and prelled not their own 
Oxford^' ^ommiffion, till the King had declared and pubHihed 
'i'syt'cy his anfwcr to the other: and though they pretended not 
to have any authority to fay any thing in that engage- 
p,iiiiaitirni mcnt of tlic commiflioaers of the Atlcmbly; yet the 
'n‘"’coti‘‘"d-Lord Lowdcn ufed all importuniiy, and arguments, to 
pcrluade the King in private, to confent to the alteration 
of the government of the Cliurch ; alluring him, “ that 
“ it would be a means, not only to hinder his fubjedfs 
of Scotland from adhering to the Parliament; but 
“ that it would oblige tliem to affift his Majefty to the 
“ utmoft, in the vindication of all his riglifs.” But he 
quickly found the King too ftrongly fixed to be iwayed 
in a cafe of confcicnce, liy a confidcration of convenience; 
and his Lordfitip undertook to give no other ar¬ 
guments. 

He betook himfelf then with his companions to their 
own proper and avowed errand ; wliich coniilted of two 
parts: the one, to offer “ the mediation of the con- 
fervators of the peace of that kingdom, for the corapo- 
“ fure of the differences between the King and the two 
“ Houfesthe other, “ to defire his Majefty, that he 
“ would fend out his precepts to fummon a Parliament 
“ in Scotland." Thefe dclircs, and any arguments to 
enforce them, they always delivered to the King himfelf 
in writing; declining any addrefs to his minifters, or any 
debates with his Council, left it might fecra to leflen the 
grandeur and abfolutenefs of the kingdom of Scotland. 

But 



OF THE REBELLION, kc. 381 

But the King always brought thofe papers, which he 
received from them, to his Council; and received their 
advice, what anfwers to return. For the fiirft, of media¬ 
tion, they pretended a title and obligation to it, by a 
claufe in the Aft of Pacification made at the beginning 
of this Parliament; which claufe was; “ That the peace 
“ tq be then eftal:)lifhed might be inviolably obferved 
“ in all time to come, it was agreed, that fome fliould 

be appointed by his Majefty, and the Parliaments of 
“ both kingdoms, who, in the interim betwixt the 
“ fitting of the Parliaments, might be careful, that the 
“ peace then happily concluded might be continued; 

“ and who fhould endeavour by all means to prevent all 
“ troubles and divifions; and if any debate and difference 
“ fhould hajipen to arife, to the difturbance of the 
“ common peace, they fliould labour to remove, or 
“ compofe them, according to their power; it being 
“ fuppoled, that, for all their proceedings of this kind, 

“ they fhould be anfwerable to the King’s Majefty and 
“ the Parliament: and if any thing fhould fill out that 
“ fhould be above their power, and could not be rc- 
“ medied by them, they fhould inform themfclvcs in 
“ the particulars, and reprefent the fame to the King’s 
“ Majcfl'y, and the enfuing Parliament; that, by their 
“ wifdoms and authority, all occalion and caufes of 
“ troubles might be removed, and the peace of the 
“ kingdom might be perpetual to all poftcrity. And it 
“ was declared, that the power of the commillion fhould 
“ be reftrained to the articles of peace in that treat)'.” 

This claufe, and the whole ftatute, being carefully 
perufed, and examined before his Majefty in his council, 
the King returned an anfwer to them in writing. 

“ That he could not find any colour, or pretence of The King's 
“ authority, to be granted by that aft of Parliament, bythem''!n 

“ wiuch!::ir 
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*' which the CommifTioner'; for Scotland could conceive 
themfeh'cs intcrefied in a faculty of mediation ; that 
“ the claul'c mentioned by them (belides that there was 
“ no Inch commiffion granted as was mentioned in that 
“ clatife, nor any Coinmiffioners named for thofe pur- 
‘‘ poies) related only to the differences that might grow 
between the two nations; and only upon the artjtles 
(ff that treaty, which, his Majefty laid, had been, and 
flrould be,-inviolably obferved by him. d'hat the dif- 
“ ferenccs between his M:ijd>y and his two Houles of 
“ Parliament ha<i not the leaft relation to the peace be- 
“ tween the two kingdoms, but to his unquellionable 
‘‘ and long cnioycd rights, which his rebellious fubjefls 
“ endeavoured, by force, to wreff from him ; and con- 
“ cerned the fundamental laivs of this kingdom; whicli, 
“ as they could not be ftippofcd to be known to the con- 
“ fervators of the peace of Scotland, fo they could not 
“ liave any polhblc cognizance of them. That it might 
o give great umbrage to his lubjehts of England, if he 
Ihould conlent to what they now propofed; and, 
inftead of conlirming and continuing the peace, breed 
jc.'ilouftes between the nations; and tliercforc he could 
“ not admit of any fuch mediation as thev propofed ; 
‘‘ but that he hoped the treaty, which he now oipeHed, 
“ would beget fo good an imderlfanding between him 
“ and his two lloufes, that a peace might enfiie; to- 
“ warth whicii he would cxpedl; notliing from his fub- 
jedfs of Scotland, but their prayers.” 

This gave them no fatisfiidlion, but thev infiffed ftill 
on their right by that clanfe; which, without any rea- 
fon or argument to perfuade others to be of their mind, 
they fald, “ they conceived, laid that obligation upon 
them of interpofitionto which the King ftill gave 
the I'ainc anfwcr. 


For 
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For their otlier demand of a Parliament in Scotland, 
the cafe flood thus: The King, at his laft being in Scot¬ 
land, had, according to the precedent he had made here, 
granted an aft for triennial Parliaments in that king¬ 
dom ; and, at the clofe of that prefent Parliament, had 
ratifipd another aft, by which a certain day was ap- 
poin'ed, for the commencement of the next; which day 
was to be on the firfl Tuefday of dune, in the year 
1644, except the King flrould call one fooner; which 
he had power to do. So that the quefiion was only, 
whether the calling a Parliament fooner in that king¬ 
dom was like to advance his fervice, and to contribute 
to the peace of this ? In the dilquifition whereof, there 
needed no arguments, that fuch a convention could not 
then produce benefit to the King; the entire govern¬ 
ment of that people being in thofe perl'ons, who had 
contrived thofe difmal alterations. On the other hand, 
all men thought it very happy for the King, that, with¬ 
out his confent, tliere could be no Parliament in Scot¬ 
land, till June 1644; which was more than fourteen 
months from this time: till when, how difindincd fo- 
cver the whole nation fhonld be, there was as much af- 
furance as could pollibly be, from that peojde, that the 
Parliament would not be able to ])rocurc any avowed 
fupply from that kingdom: it being the cxprel's 
words in the late Aft of Pacification, “ that the king- 
“ dom of England lliould not denounce, or make war 
“ againft the kingdom of Scotland, without confent 
of the Parliament of England;” as on the other 
part it was enafted, “ that the kingdom of Scotland 
fliould not denounce, or make war againft the king- 
“ dom of England, without the confent of the Parlia- 
“ ment of Scotland. And in cafe any of the fubjefts 
“ of either of the kingdoms flrould aiife in arms, or 

‘‘ make 
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“ make war againft the other kingdom, or fubjcdls 
“ thereof, without confent of the Parliament of that 
“ kingdom, whereof they are fubjcdls, or upon which 
“ they do depend, that they fhould be, held, reputed, 
“ and demanded, as traitors to the eftates, whereof they 
“ are fubjedls. And, that both the kingdoms, in that 

cafe, fhould be bound to concur in the reproffing 
“ of thofe that fhould happen to arife in arms, or make 
“ war, without confent of their own Parliament.” 

So that whoever Ireliet cd, that thofe people could be 
contained by any obligations, divine or human, thought it 
impolliblc, by thefc clear texts, that any forces could be 
railed there to invade England, and difturb his Majefty, 
till June 1644 ; before which time, there was hope the 
King might fo far prevail, that the f])irit of the rebellion 
might be broken, and men return again to their undcr- 
ftanding and allegiance. Therefore to that demand the 
King returned anfwer, “ that againft the time by which 
“ they could legally demand a Parliament, (naming the 
“ day), he would ifliic out his writs, and there being no 
“ emergent caufe to do it fooner, he would forbear to put 
“ his fubjedls there to that trouble, which thofe meet- 
“ ings, how nccelfary foever, would naturally carry with 
“ them." 

When they perccis'cd that they fhould ruat receive 
fatisfadlion in either of their propofals, and (which it 
may be troubled them more) that the King was fo wary 
in his anfwers, and fo clelirly exprefled the reafons and 
juifice of them, that they flrould have no arguments to 
apply to the paflion or intereft of their countrymen ; 
which they expedted at leaf!:; (for in that, in wliich he 
was moll fteadfaftly refolved, the prefervation of the go¬ 
vernment of the Church, he exprefled no more to them, 
than; “ that being a matter of fo great importance, and 

“ having 
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“ having fo near relation to the civil government and 

laws of England, they could hot be competent con- 
“ liderers of it; but that he would do what Ihould be 
“ moft fife, and necefl'ary for the peace and welfare of 
“ his fubjeds, who were mott concerned in it;”) at lall 
rathtV curiorily, and as matter of ceremony at partyig, 
than! of moment, they defired “the King’s leave, and 
“ pafs to go to London,” having, as they faid, “ fome 
“ bufinefs there before their return into their own coun- 
“ try.” 

This was, by many, thought a thing of fo fmall mo¬ 
ment, tliat the King fhould readily grant it; lince it 
was evident, that it was in their own power to go thither 
without his leave; for they were neceffiirily to return 
through the enemy’s quarters; and being ortce there, they 
might choofe whether they would go diredlly home, or 
vilit London. And therefore that requeft was thought but 
an inftance of their modefty, that they might not return 
without one thing granted to them, at their requeft. 
But the King looked upon it as no indifFerent thing; 
and their alking a bufinefs that they needed not aik, was 
enought to demonftrate, that there was more in it than 
appeared. And he well knew, there was a great diffe¬ 
rence between their going to London witli his pafs and 
licence, and without it, which they might eafily do. 
They had now publicly declared their errand, and 
claimed a title, and legal cajiacity to undertake the bufi¬ 
nefs of mediation; w hich would be fo far from being 
rejected there, that they would be thankfully received, 
and admitted to a power of umpirage. If upon, or after 
this claim, the King fliould grant them his pafs, it 
would, by their logic, more reafonably conclude his af- 
fent, than many of thole inferences which they drew 
from more diftant propofitions; and having that ground 

once, 
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once, his Majefty's not confenling to what thofc grave 
mediators would propofe, and afterwards, as arbitrators, 
award, fhould be quarrel fufficient for the whole nation 
to engage. And therefore the King exprefsly denied 
his pafs and fafe condudl; and told them plainly, the 
reafon why he did fo; and required them, “ finci.' he 
“ liad denied to confent to that, which could be thcpnly 
“ ground of their going to London, that they fliould 
“ fii-ft return to thofe that fent them, before they at- 
“ tempted that journey: if they did otheruife, they 
“ muft run the hazard of perfons, whom his Majcfry 
“ would not countenance with his protct'dion.” And the 
truth is, tliouglt they might very well liave gone to 
London, they could tiot have returned thence to Scot¬ 
land, (except they would Itavx fubmitted to the inconve¬ 
nience ami hazard of a vovage by fea), without fo much 
danger from the King's quarters in the North, (York and 
Newcaftle being at his devotion), that they could nor 
reafonably promife themfelves to efcajjc. 

V\ him this was in agitation, the Committee from 
the Parliament for the treaty, to wit, the Earl of North¬ 
umberland, Mr. Pierrepoint, Sir W. Armyn, Sir .lohn 
Holland, and Mr. Whitlock, came to Oxlurd; who 
Ihortly took notice of the Scottilh Commiliioners’ de¬ 
fires, and alio delired on thor behalf, “ that they might 
“ have his Majefty’.-i leave to go to Londonbut being 
quickly anfwcrcd, that that requeft would not fall 
*• within either of the propofitions agreed to be treated 
“ of,” they modcftly gave over the intercellion ; and in 
the end, the Lord Lowden and his countrymen returned 
dircdfly to Scotland, fiaying only fo hmg in the garri- 
funs of the enemy, through which they w-ere reafonably 
to pafs, as to receive fuch animadvcrlions, and to entertain 
fuch communication, as they thought moft necefl’ary. 

As 
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As foou as the Committee arrived at Oxford, they th? tr«ity 
Vv’crc very gracioally received by the King; his Majeltynic 
always giving them audience in council, and they witli-hdu'n; but 
drawing into a jrrivate diamlxT prepared for tliem, 'vhilll 
th^ir proj)olals, winch they Itill delivered in writing, 

Wem coniidered, and debated before the King. They 
derlarcd, “ that tltey were firlt to treat of tlie ceflation, 

“ and till that was concluded, that they were not to en- 
“ ter upon anv of the other propolitionswith which 
his Majefty was well plcafed, jirel'uining that thev had 
brought, or had power to give, conienf to the articles 
propolcd by him ; which he rather believed, when they 
read the preamble to the articles: in which it was de¬ 
clared, “ that the ixirds and Commons being frill car- 
“ rieil on with a vehement tlelire of peace, that lo the 
‘‘ kingdom might be freed from the del'olation and 
“ deltruiltion, wherewith it was like to be overwhelmed, 

“ had coniidered of the articles of ceflation with thole 
‘‘ altcK.tiop.s, ai'.d additioiis, olvered i)\' his Majefty; unto 

v\hich they wei'c ready to agree in Inch manner as was 
‘‘ exprclled in the enluing articles.” After which, w'crc 
inl'crted the very articles had been firft fent to the 
King, without tiie leaft condefeeniion to any one altera¬ 
tion, or addition, made by him ; neither had the Com¬ 
mittee power to recede, or confent to any alteration, but 
only to publillr it, if the King conlented in terms, and 
then, and not till tiicn, to proceed to treat u[)on tlie other 
propolitions. 

lifts the King looked upon as an ill omen; other 
men as a plain contempt, and llratagem, to make the peo¬ 
ple believe, by their lending their Committee, that they 
did defire a treaty and a cell'ation, yet, by liraifing them 
fo ftriftly, to fruftrate both, and to caft the envy of it 
upon the King. Ilercupon, the next day, the King fent 

a mef- 
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a meflage to them, which he publifhcil, to undeceive 
the people; farther prefling “ the weight and confe- 
“ qucnce of his former exceptions, and alterations; and 
“ the inconvenience that proceeded from not grant- 
“ ing their Committee power to alter fo much as ^fcr- 
“ bal cxpreflions; fo that, if the King fliould conjfcnt 
“ to the articles as they were propofed, he fliould not 
“ only fubmit to great difadvantages; but fomc fuch, 
“ as themfclves would not think reafonable to oblige 
“ him to. As by that article wherein they rcfen'cd 
“ a power to fend out a fleet, or what fliips they thought 
“ good, to fca; they were not at all reftrained from fend- 
“ ing ivhat land forces they pleafed, to any part of the 
“ kingdom ; fo that, when the celTation ended, they 
“ might have new and greater armies throughout the 
“ kingdom, than they had when it begun; which, he 
“ prefumed, they did not intend; being a thing fo un- 
“ equal, and contrary to the nature of a ccfliition. 

“ Then in the articles they lafl; fent, they ftylcd their 
“ forces, the army raifed by the Parliament; the which if 
*' his Majcfly fliould confent to, he mufl: acknowledge, 
cither that he confented to the raiflng that army, or 
“ that he was no part of the Parliament; neither of 
“ which, he conceived, they would oblige him to do. 

And therefore he dclired, that their Committee might 
“ have liberty to treat, debate, and agree upon the articles; 
“ upon which they and all the world fliould find, that 
“ he was Icfs folicitous for his own dignity and greatnefs, 
“ than for his fubje(fl:s’ eafe and liberty. But if that fo 
“ reafonable, equal, and jufl: defire of his, fliould not be 
“ yielded unto, but the fame articles ftill infifted upon, 
though his Majefty, next to peace, deflred a celTation, 
“ yet, that the not agreeing upon the one, might not 
“ deftroy the hopes of, nor fo much as delay, the other', 

“ he 
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‘‘ he was willing to treat, even without a ceflation, upon 
“ the propolitions themfelves, in that order that w'as 
“ agreed ; and defired their committee might be enabled 
“^0 that cfFeft. In which treaty he would give,” he faid, 
“ ail his fubje(51:s that fatisfadlion, that if any fecurity 
“ to enjoy all the rights, privileges, and liberties, due to 
“ them by the law, or that happinefs in Church and 
“ State, which the bell; times had fecn, with fuch far- 
“ ther ads of grace, as might agree with his honour, juf- 
“ tice, and duty to his crown, and which might not render 
“ him lefs able to proted his fubjeds, according to his 
“ oath, would fatisfy them ; his Majefty w'as confident, 
“ in the mercy of God, that no more precious blood of 
“ this nation would be thus miferably fpent.” 

d'his mefiage produced liberty to the committee to 
enter upon the treaty itfelf, upon the propofitions, 
though the ceflation fhould not be agreed to: and 
fliortly after titey fent reafons to tlie King, why they 
confented not to the ceflation in fiich manner, and with 
ihofe limitations, as he had propofed. i. They alleged, 
“ that, if they fhould grant fuch a free trade, as the King 
“ defired, to Oxford, and other places, where his forces 
“ lay, it would be very difficult, if not impofliidc, to 
“ keep arms, ammunition, money, and bullion, from 
“ palfing to his army; however, it w’ould be exceeding 
“ advantageous to liis Majefty, in fupplying his army 
“ with many necefl'aries, and making their quarters a 
ftaple for fuch commodities, as might be vented in 
the adjacent counties; and fo draw money thither; 
“ whereby the inhabitants would be better enabled by 
“ loans, and contributions, to fupport his army. i\s 
“ this advantage to him w-as very demonftuable, fo it was 
“ very Improbable that it would produce any fupply to 
“ them; and, in a treaty for ceft'atton, thofe demands 
VOL, II. p. 1. t “could 
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“ could not be thought rcafonablc that were not indiffe- 
“ rent, that is, equally advantageous to both parties. 
“ 2. That to demand ihe approving the commanders of 
“ the Ihips, was, to deiirc tcj add the ftrcngth of the one 
“ party to the other, before the differences were end^d; 
“ againft all rules of treaty. And to make a ceflation 
“ at fea, was to leave the kingdom naked to foreign 
“ forces, and the ports open for his fupplics of arms 
“ and ammunition. But for conveying any forces, by 
“ thofe means, from one part to the other, they would 
“ oblerve the articles by which that was rclfrained. 
“ 3. For the exjvreflion of the army raifed by the Parlia- 
‘‘ ment, they were contented it flrould be altered, and 
“ the name of the two Iloufes ufed. 4. For the com- 
“ mitting none, but according to the known laws of the 
“ land, th.at is, by the ordinary procefs of law, it would 
“ follow, that no man muft be committed by them for 
“ fupplying the King with arms, money, or ammuni- 
“ tion; for, by the law of the land, the fubjcdl might 
“ carry fuch goods from London to Oxford : the I'ol- 
“ diers muft not be committed who do run from their 
“ colours, .and refufe any duty in the army; no man 
“ fliould be committed, ior not lubmitting to neceliary 
“ fupplics of money: ib that if it fliould be yielded to, in 
“ his Majefty’s fenfc, they fliould be difablcd to reftrain 
“ fupplics from their enemies, and to govern and main- 
tain their own ioldiers; and fo, under a difguife of a 
“ cefTation, fliould admit that which would neceffarily 
produce the diflblvlng of their army, and deftrudfion 
“ of their caulc. And,” they faid, “ it was not proba- 
“ ble, that his Majedy would fuffer the fame inconve- 
“ niences by tlxat claufe; for that diey believed he 
“ would interpret, that vshat his General did by virtue 
“ of his coniraiflion, was and would be done according 
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*' to the known laws of the land; whereas he had dc- 
“ nied, that thofe known laws gave any power to the 
" two Houfes of Parliament to raile armies; and fo, con- 
fi^equently, their General could not exercife any martial 
“ i'aws. So that under the fjtecious fhew of liberty and 
“ law, they fhould be altogether difabled to defend their 
‘‘ liberties and laws; and his Majefty would enjoy an ab- 
“ folute vidlory and fubmiffion, under pretence of a 
“ cefl'ation and treaty.” They faid, “ being, by a necelR- 
“ ty inevitable, enforced to a defenfive war, and therein 
“ warranted both by the laws of God and man, it muft 
“ needs follow, that, by the fime law, they were enabled 
“ to raife means to fupport that war; and therefore 
“ they could not relinquifh that power of laying taxes 
“ upon thofe who ought to join with them in that de- 
fence, and the necelfary way of lev} ing thofe taxes 
“ upon them, in cafe of a refufal; for otherwife their 
“ army muft needs be diffolved.” 

'Idiough thefc rcafons were capable, in a fad and 
compofed debate, of full anfwers, and many things 
w'ould naturally have flowed from them, to difprove the 
pradlice and afiertions of the framers of them; yet it 
was very evident, that they carried fuch a kind of reafon 
with them, as would prevail ot'er the underftandings of 
the people; and that the King, by not confenting to 
the ceflation, as it was propofed by them, w'ould be ge¬ 
nerally thought to have rejedfed any; which could not 
but have an ill influence upon his affairs: and therefore 
his Majefty fent them, as foon as he had weighed this 
late mefliage, which he well difeerned w'as not formed to 
fatisfy him, but to fatisfy the people againft him, an 
anfwer; in which he explained the ill confequence of 
many of their alTumptions, and enforced the importance 
of his former demands on the belialf of the people: how- 

t a ever, 
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ever, he offered “ to admit tlic cclfation ufion the matter 
“ of their own articles; io that he might not be undcr- 
“ flood to confent to any of ihofe unjuft and illegal 
“ pcjwcrs, which they cxerciicd upon the fubjedls.” 
Bur from henceforward, the Houles declined any fartfier 
argument and debate concerning the ceffation; and 
dircHed their committee, to expedite the treaty upon 
“ the propofitionsthe particulars whereof being tranf- 
aAcd in the beginning of tlic rear 1643, I ihall refer 
the narrative to the next book ; intending in this, only 
to comprehend the tranlaflions to the end of 1642. 

I am [teiTuaded, if the Kii'.g had, upon the receipt of 
the articles for the ceffation, when tliey were firft fent to 
liitn, frankly confented to it, it cvould have proved very 
much to his advantage ; and that his army would very 
much have increafed by it, and the other been impaired ; 
a'ncl that it would have been very difficult for the Parlia¬ 
ment to have diifolvcd it, if once begun, or to have 
determined the treaty. But Ix'fidcs the reafons before* 
mentioned, the conlideration of the northern forces, and 
the rellraining them within their old quarters, who 
feemed to lx* in a condition of marching even to London 
itfelf, prevailed very far with the King ; or rather (w'hicli 
indeed was the main reafbn, and rendered every other 
luggeflion of weiglu) the jealoufy that they did not 
intend to confent to or admit any peace, jput fuch a one 
as hi.s Majcfty might not admit, made all the preliminary 
debates the more infilled on. 

I cannot but infert one particular, which may hereafter 
be thought of fome iignification. It was now the time 
of the year, when, by the cuflom of the kingdom, the 
King’s Judges Itinerant ufed to go the circuits through¬ 
out England and \\ ales, to adminillcr juftice to the 
pcojdc: and to enquire into all trcalons, felonies, breaches 
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of the peace, and other mifdemeanors, whicli were any 
where committed contrary to the known laws; and they 
were fworn to judge according to thofe known laws, the 
ffudy and knowledge whereof was their profdhon. 

'Ehe Lords and Commons now' feat to the King arhcadiic* 
fpecial meffage, “to ad\'ifc, and dchre liim, that, in 
“ regard of the prelcnt difl taftion';, which miglit hinder 
“ both the judges and the j)eople from reforting to 
“ thofe places where fuch meetings might he appointed, 

“ the aflizes and gaol-delivery might not he holden : 

“ but that it might be deferred, until if fhould ])leafc 
“ God to redore peace unto his j)coplc.” 

Tlie King returned tlicm an liver ; “that the iirefenC''' 

. . . 1 ' 's '111* 

“ hlf)ody diftradHons of the kingdom, which he had'v.i.. 

“ tiled all pollil'ilc means to prevent, and would dill to 
“ remove, did adiid his Majedy under no confideration 
“ more, than of the great interruption and dop it made 
“ in the courfe and proceedings of juftice, and the exc- 
“ cution of tlic laws; whereby his gootl fubjcids were 
“ robbed of tlie jtcace and fccurity they w'cre born to. 

“ And tlicrefore, as much as in him lay, he would ad- 
“ vance tliat only means of their happinefs; at lead, 

“ they fhould fee that their fufFerings that way pro- 
“ ceeded not from his Majedy; and dnee they might 
“ now cxpcid, by the laws, datutes, and cudoms of ihc 
“ kingdom, tlie alli'/xs and general gaol-delivery in 
“ every county, his Majedy thought not fit to command 
“ the contrary; but would take fevere and precile order, 

“ that none of liis fubjeids diould receive the lead preju- 
“ dice, as they repaired thither, by any of his forces, 

“ which rule he fhould be glad to fee obferved by others. 

“ And then he hoped, by the execution of the laws, even 
“ thofe public calamities might have fomc abatement, and 
“ the kingdom recover its former peace and prolpcriiy.” 

u 3 But 
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But tills anfwcr was not more fatisfaftory than others 
they had iifually received from him ; and therefore they 
betook tlicmfelvcs to their old, tried weapon, and made 
The two an ordinance, “ that all Judges, and Juftices of Allize 
make'L and Nili Prills, and Juftices of Oyer and Terminer, 
to'i'orwr “ Gaol-delivery, ftiould forbear to execute any of 
auizer'aiK/' tlicit faid commifllons, or to hold or keep any alTizes, 
gaol de- “ or gaol-delivery, at any time during that Lent vaca- 
“ tion ; as they would anfwcr the contempt and negletft 
“ thereof before the Lords and Commons in Parliament.” 
This was the firft avowed interruption and fufpenlion of 
the public jiiftice, that happened, or that was known 
ever before in that kind ; and gave the people occafion 
to believe, that what the Parliament did (what pretence 
foever there was of fundamental laws) was not fo war¬ 
rantable by that rule, fmee they laboured^fo much to 
iupprefs that inquilition. It was not in the King’s power 
to help this; for beftdes that the example of Judge 
Mallet, who, the circuit before, had been forcibly taken 
from the bench by a troop of horfe, as is before re¬ 
membered, terrified all the Judges, (and there were very 
few counties in England, in which they could have been 
fccure from the like violence), the records, upon which 
the legal proceedings were to be, were at London ; and 
fo the excrcife of the law ceafed throughout the kingdom, 
favc only in fome few counties, whither the King fent 
fome Judges of Aftlze, and into others, his commiftion 
of Oyer and Terminer; by virtue whereof, the Earl of 
Eftex, and many others, were as legally attainted of 
high treafon, as the wifdom of our anceftors could 
direift. 

The treaty, as is faid, being managed at the Council 
I'afile, the pride of the Parliament having refufed to treat 
with any but the King himfclf, and his Majefty refolving 
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to tranfadl all by the advice and opinion of his Privy 

. . . ^ *' count and 

Council, It will be feafonable in this place to let downcharartci of 
the names of all thofe Privy Counfellors, who attendedcounfeiLrs 
the King : there being at this time a new one added to,j!|™jng 
'ike number; for in the time between the return of the ‘‘1“* 
commiflioners to London, and their coming back to the<’”f<* "'ih 

^ the two 

treaty, Sir John Colepcpper being preferred to be Matter HouU'^. 
of the Rolls, Mr. Hyde was made Chancellor of theMt. iiydc 
Exchequer, who, till that time, though he was known toaiaitcciior 
lie tmtted in matters of the greatett importance, was not 
under any charadler in the Court: and when we have 
named thofe, who according to their duty did wait upon 
the King, we fhall likewife name thofe, who, being under 
the fame obligation, frayed and aetted w'ith the Parliament 
againtt him. 

The Lord Littleton was Keeper of the Great Seal ofor the Lord 
England, of whom fo much hath been faid before, that 
there is no need of enlargement upon him in this jilace. 

His parts, which in the profellion of the law were very 
great, were not very applicable to the bufinefs now in 
hand; and though, from the time of the King’s coming 
to Oxford, the King had confidence enough in him, to 
leave the Seal in his cuttody, and he would have been 
glad to have done any fcrvicc; yet, by ill fortune, he 
had drawn fo great a difetteem upon him from moft 
men, that he gave little reputation to the Council, and 
had little authority in it. 

The Duke of Richmond, as he was of the noblcftofrhe 
extraftion, being ncarett allied to the King’s perfon i 

any man who was not defeended from King James; fo 
he was very worthy of all the grace and favour the King 
had fhewed him ; who had taken great care of his edu¬ 
cation, and fent him into France, Italy, and Spain, 
where he was created a Grandee of that kingdom ; and 
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as fodn as he relumed, though lie was fcarce one and 
twenty years of age, made him a Privy Counfellor; and 
fhortly after, out of his abundant kindnefs to both 
families, married him to the foie daughter of his dead 
favourite, the Duke of Buckingham; with whom lie 
received twenty thoufand pounds in portion; and his 
Majefty’s bounty was likcwifc r ery great to him; fo 
that, as he was very eminent in his title, he was at great 
eafe in his fortune. He was a man of very good parts, 
and an excellent underftanding ; yet, which is no com- 
mon infirmity, fo diffident of himlclf, that he was fome- 
times led by men who judged much worfe. He was of 
a great and haughty fpirit, anil fo jiundual in point of 
honour, that he never fwerved a tittle. He had fo entire 
a relignation of himfclf to the King, that he abhorred 
all artiliccs to ffieltcr himfclf from the prejudice of thofc, 
who, how jiowcrful foever, failed in their duty to his 
Majefty ; and therefore he was purfued with all imagina¬ 
ble malice by them, as one that would have no quarter, 
upon fo infamous terms, as but looking on whilft his 
Mafter was ill ufed. As he had received great bounties 
from tile King, fo he facriticed all he had to his fervicc, 
.as foon as his occafions flood in need of it; and lent his 
Majcfly, at one time, twenty thoufand pounds together; 
and, as foon as the w.ar begun, cng.aged his three brothers, 
all gallant gentlemen, in the fervice; in w'hich they all 
lofl their lives. Himfclf lived, with unfpotted fidelity, 
fome years after the murder of his Mafler, and v/as 
fuffered to put him into his grave; and died, without the 
. comfort of feeing the refuneftion of the Crown. 

The Marquis of Hertford was a man of great honour 
M.nrquis of and fortunc, and interefl in the affedtion of the people; 
and had always undergone hard meafarc from the Court, 
where he long received no countenance, and had no de- 

fign 
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lign of making advantage from it. For, though he was 
a man of very good parts, and converfant in books, both 
in the Latin and Greek languages, and of a clear cou¬ 
rage, of which he had given frequent evidence; yet he 
r.as fo wholly given up to a country life, where he 
lived in fplendour, tliat he had an averfion, and even an 
unaptnefs, for bufinefs: befides his particular fficndfhip 
with the Earl of Eflex, whofe fifier he had married, his 
greatcft acquaintance and converfation had been wdth 
thofe who had tlie reputation of being beft affefted to 
the liberty of the kingdom, and Icaft in love with the 
humour of the CA)urt; many of whom were the chief of 
thofe who engaged themielvcs moft faftioufly and furi- 
oully againft the King. But as foon as he difeerned 
their violent pur|tofes againft tlie Government cltabliihcd, 
before he fufperted their blacker defigns, he ferxred 
himfelf from them ; and, from the beginning of tlic 
Parliament, never concurred with them in any one vote 
diflionourable to the King, or in the prol'ecution of the 
Earl of Straflbrd. He did accc])t the government of the 
Prince of Wales^ as is mentioned before, purely out of 
obedience to the King; and, no doubt, it was a great 
fervice; though for the performance of the office of a 
governor, he never thought himfelf fit, nor meddled 
with it. He left York, as is remembered, to form an 
army for the King in the weft, where his intereft was; 
but he found thofe parts fo corrupted, and an army from 
the Parliament wvas poured down fo foon upon him, that 
there was nothing for the prefent to be done worthy of 
his prefence; fo that he fent the fmall party, that w'as 
with him, farther w'cft to Cornwall; where, by degrees, 
they grew able to raife an army, with which they joined 
with him aftenvards again ; and himfelf returned to the 
King at Oxford, about the time when the treaty begun. 

The 
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or the Eiri The Earl of Southampton was indeed a great man in 

ampwn'' refpcdls, and brought very much reputation to the 
King’s caufe. He was of a nature much inclined to 
melancholy, and being born a younger brother, and his 
father and his elder brother dying upon the point to: 
gether, whilft he was but a boy, he was at firft much 
troubled to be called my Lord, and with the noife of 
attendance; fo much he then delighted to be alone. 
He had a great fpirit; he had never had any converfation 
in the Court, nor obligation to it. On the contrary, he. 
had undergone fome hardfhip from it; which made it 
lx;lieved, that he would ha\ e been ready to have taken 
all occafions of being fcverc towards it. And therefore, 
in the beginning of the Parliament, no man was more 
courted by the managers of thofe defigns. He had 
great diflike of the high courfes, which had been taken 
in the government, and a particular prejudice to the 
Earl of Strallind, for fome exorbitant proceedings. But, 
as foon as he fuv the ways of reverence and duty towards, 
the King declined, and tlic pi'ofecution of the Earl of 
Strafford to exceed the limits of juftice, he oppofed them 
vigoroufly in all their proeeedings. He was a man of 
great fharpnefs of judgment, a very quick apprehcnfion, 
and that readinefs of cxprelfion ujxtn any hidden debate, 
that no man delivered himfelf more advantageouHy and 
weightily, and more efficacioully with the hearers; fo 
that no man gave them more trouble in his oppofition, 
or drew fo many to a concurrence with him in opinion. 
He had no relation to, or dependence upon, the Court, 
or purpofe to have any; but wholly purfued the public 
intereft. It was long before-he could be prevailed with 
to be a Couni'ellor, and longer before he would be ad¬ 
mitted to be of the Bedchamber; and received both 
honours the rather, becaufe, after he had refufed to take 

a pro- 
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a proteftation, which both Houfes had ordered to be 
taken by all their members, they had likewife voted, 

“ that no man Ihould be capable of any preferment in 
“ Church or State, who refufed to take the fameand 
lie would fnew how much he contemned thofe votes. 

He went with the King to York; was moft folicitous, 
as hath been faid, for the offer of peace at Nottingham; 
and was with him at Edgchill; and came and fta}'ed with 
him at Oxford to the end of the war, taking all oppor¬ 
tunities to advance all motions towards peace; and, as 
no man was more jaindual in |terforming his own duty, 
lb no man had more melancholy apprehenfions of the 
illue of the war; w hich is all lhall be laid of him in this 
place, there being frequent occafions to mention him, in 
the continuance of this difeourfe. 

I'lie Earl of Leiceftcr was a man of great parts, very of the Ear 
converfant in books, and much addifted to the ma- 
thematics; and though he had been a foldier, and 
commanded a regiment, in the fervicc of the States of the 
United Provinces, and was afteiwards employed in feveral 
embaffies, as in Denmark and in France, w'as in truth 
rather a fpeculative, than a praftical man; and expeded 
a greater certitude in the confultation of bufinefs, than 
the bufinefs of this world is capable of: which temper 
proved very inconvenient to him through the courfe of 
his life. He was, after the death of the Earl of Strafford, 
by the concurrent kindnefs and efleem both of King t 
and Queen, called from his embafly in France, to be 
Lieutenant of the kingdom of Ireland; and, in a very 
fhort time after, unhappily lofl that kindnefs and efteem; 
and being, about the time of the King’s coming to 
Oxford, ready to embark at Chefter, for the execution 
of his charge, he was required to attend his Majefiy, for 
farther inftmdiions, at Oxford; where he remained; 

and 
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and though he was of the Council, and foinctimes prcfent, 
he (iefired not to h.n-e any part in the bulinefs; and lay 
tinder many rerivoaches and jealoufies, which he deferved 
not: for he was a man of honour, and fidelity to the 
King, and his greatcfl misfortunes proceeded from the 
ftaggering and irrefolution in his nature. 
oftVieKari Earl of Briftol was a man of a grave afpcift, of a 
of Briftol. pi-gfcnce t-hat drew refpcdf, and of long experience in 
affairs of great importance. He had been, by tlic extra¬ 
ordinary favour oi King James to his pcrlon (for he was 
a very handfomc man) and his jiaHs, w'hich were natu¬ 
rally great, and had been improved by good education 
at home and abroad, lent embalfador into Spain, before 
he was tjiirty j^cars of age; and afterwards in fevcral 
other cmballks; luid at lall, again into Spain; where 
he treated and concluded the marriage between the 
Prince of Wales and that Infiinta ; which was afterwards 
diffolved. He was by King James made of the Privy 
Council, Vice-Chamberlain of the houfehold, an Earl, 
and a Gentleman of the Bedchamber to the Prince, and 
was then cmflied by the power of the Euke of Buck¬ 
ingham, and the prejudice the Prince himfclf had con- 
traifled againff him, during his Highnefs’s being in 
Spain ; upon which he was imprifoned upon his return; 
and after the Duke's death, the King retained fo firirt a 
memory of all that Duke’s friendfhips and difpleaiiires, 
that the Earl of Briftol could never recover any admiftion 
to Court; but lived in the country, in cafe, and plenty 
in his fortune, and in great reputation w'ith all who had 
not an implicit reverence for the Court; and,before, and 
in the beginning of the Parliament, appeared in the 
head of all the difeontented party; but quickly left them, 
when they entered upon their unwarrantable violences, 
and grew lb much into their disfatour, that after the 

King 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 


301 


King was gone to York, upon fome expreffions he ufed 
in the Houle of Peers in debate, they committed him to 
the Tower; from whence being releafed, in two or three 
days, he made hafte to York to the King; who had 
before reftored liim to his place in the Council, and the 
Bedchamber. He was with him at Edgehill, and came 
with him from thence to Oxford; and, at the end of 
the war, went into Prance ; where he died ; that party 
having fo great an animolity againft him, that they 
would not fuffer him to live in England, nor to compound 
for his eftate, as they fuffered others to do, who had 
done them more hurt. Though he was a man of great 
parts, and a wife man, yet he had been htr the moll 
l^art Angle, and by himfelf, in bufinel's; which he 
managed with good fufficiency ; and had lived little in 
conlbrt, fo that in council he w'as paHionate, and fuper- 
cilious, and did not bear contradidlion without much 
paffion, and was too v oluminous in difcourle; fo that 
he was not confidered there with much refpedt; to the 
leflening whereof no man contributed juore than his ion, 
the Lord Digby; who Ihortly after came to fit there as 
Secretary of State, and had not that reverence for his 
father’s wifdom, w'hich his great exjtcricnce deferred, 
though he failed not in his piety tow’ards him. 

The Earl of Newcaftle was a perfon well bred, and ofof the F,ari 
a full and plentiful fortune ; and had been chofen by thccl^eY 
King to be Governor to,the Prince of Wales, and made 
of the Council, and refigned that office of Governor to 
the Marquis of Plertford, for the reafons which have 
been mentioned. He was not at Oxford, but remained 
at Newcaftle, with the King’s cominiffion to be General 
of thofe parts; being a man of great courage, and lignal 
fidehty to the Crown, of whom there will be more occa- 
fion hereafter to enlarge. 
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ofthcEiti The Earl of Bcrkfhire was of the Council, but not 
yet at Oxford ; having been, about or before the fetting 
otiiers. jjp (.jjg ftandard, taken prifoner in Oxfordfhire, and 
committed to tlie Tower, upon an imagination that he 
had fome purpofe to have executed the commiffion of 
array in that county; but they afterwards fet him at 
liberty, as a man that could do them no harm any 
where ; and then he came to Oxford, with the title and 
pretences of a man, who had been imprifoned for the 
King, and thereby merited more than his Majefty had 
to give. His affcdlion for the Crown was good, but his 
intereft little. 

Tlie Lord Dunfmore had been made a Privy Coun- 
fellor, after fo many, who had deferved worfe, had been 
called thither; and was ready to do whatever he was 
directed: he was a man of a rough and tem])eftuoiis 
nature, violent in purfuing what he wifhed, without 
judgment, or temjter to know the way of bringing it to 
pafs; however, he had fome kind of power with froward 
and difeontented men ; at leaft he had credit to make 
them more indifpofed. But his greateft reputation was, 
that the Earl of Soudiampton married his daughter, 
a beautiful and a worthy lady. 

The Lord Seymour, being brother to the Marquis of 
Hertford, was a man of intereft and reputation ; he had 
been alwaj^s very popular in the country ; where he had 
lived out of the grace of the Court; and his parts and 
judgment were belt in thofe things which concerned 
the good hufbandrj'^, and the common adminiftration of 
juftice to the people. In the beginning of the Parlia¬ 
ment, he ferved as Knight of the Shire for Wiltfhire, 
where he refided; and behaving himfelf with lefs violence 
in the Houfe of Commons, than many of his old friends 
did, and having a great friendllhp for the Earl of Straf¬ 
ford, 
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ford, lie was, by his interpofition, called to the lloufe of 
Peers; where he carried himfelf very well in all things 
relating to the Crown; and when the King went to York, 
lie left the Parliament, and followed his Majefty, and 
remained firm in his fidelity. 

The Lord Savil was hkewife of the Council, being 
lirft Controller, and then Trcafurcr of the houfehold, in 
recompenfc of his difcovcry of all the treafons and 
coni'piracies, after they had taken cfieft, and could not 
be punifhed. He wus a man of an ambitious and reftlcfs 
nature ; of parts and wit enough ; but, in his difpofition, 
and inclination, fo falfc, that he could never be believed, 
or depended upon. His particular malice to the Earl 
of Strafibrd, which he had fucked in with Ills milk, 
(there having alw^ays been an immortal feud between the 
families; and the Earl had fhrcwdly overborne his 
father), had engaged him with all perfons who were 
willing, and like to be able, to do him mifehief. And fo, 
having opportunity, when the King was at the Berks, 
and made the firft unhajrpy pacification, to enter, into 
converfation, and acquaintance, with thofe w'ho w'ere 
then employed as commilfioners from the Scots, there 
was a fecret intelligence entered into between them from 
that time ; and he was a principal inftrument to engage 
that nation to march into England with an army; 
which they did the next year after. To which purppfe, 
he fent them a letter, figned with t|ie names of feveral 
of the Englifh nobility, inviting them to enter the king¬ 
dom, and making great promifes of affiflance; which 
names were forged by himfelf, without the p^vity of 
thofe who were named. And when all this mifehief was 
brought to pafs, and he found his credit in the Parlia¬ 
ment not fo great as other men’s, he infinuated himfelf 
ipto credit with fomebedy, who brought him to the 

Kin 


303 



THE HISTORY 


Book VI. 


King or Queen, to whom he confcITcd all he had done 
to bring in the Scots, and who had conlpired with him, 
and all the fecrets he knew, with a thoufand protedations 
“ to repair all by future loyalty, and fcrvice for which 
he was promifed a white ftafF, which the King had then 
refolved to take from Sir Henry Vane, who held it with 
the Secretary’s office; which he had accordingly; though 
all his difeovery was of no other ufe, than that the King 
knew many had been falfe, whom he could not punifli; 
and fome, whom he could not fufpcdf. When the King 
came to York, wlierc this lord’s I'ortune and intcreft lay, 
his reputation was lb low, that the gentlemen of intercll, 
who wifhed well to the King’s fcrvice, would not com¬ 
municate with him ; and, after the King’s remove from 
thence, the Earl of Newcaftle found cattle to have fuch 
a jealoufy of him, that he thought it ncceflary to im- 
prifon him -, and afterwards fent Itim to Oxford ; where 
he fo well purged himfelf, that he was again reftored to 
his office. But in the end he behaved himfelf fo ill,’ 
that the King put him again out of his place, ;md com¬ 
mitted him to prifon, and never after admitted him to 
his prefence; nor would any man of quality ever after 
keep any correfjtondcnce with him. 

Of the Lord Falkland, and Sir John Colepepper, 
there hath been fo much laid before, that there is no 
occafion to add to it in this place. There will be reafon 
too foon to lament the Unhappy death of the former: 
and the latter, who never failed in his fidelity, will be 
very often mentioned throughout the enfuing difeourfe. 

Secretary Nicholas was a very honeft and induftrious 
man, and always verfed in bulinefs; which few of the 
others were, or had been. After fome time fpent in the 
Univerfity of Oxford, and then in the Middle TempE, he 
lived fome years in France; and was afterwaxis Seaetary 
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to the Lord Zouch, who was a Privy Counfellofi aad 
Warden of the Cinque Ports; and thereby he ,tender-. 
Pood dll that jurildicPion, which is very'and- 
exclulive to the Admiral. And w'hen that lord^. pany 
years alLr, furrcndcrcd that office to the Sang,,|0'.the 
end that it might be conferred upon the Duke of Buck¬ 
ingham, his Secretary was likewite preferred with the 
office ; and fo, in a Piort time, became Secretary of the 
Admiralty, as well as of the Cinque Ports; and w'as en¬ 
tirely trufted, and eitecined by that great favourite. 
After his dcatli, he continued in the fanre place, whilft 
the ofhcc was in commiffion, and was then made Clerk, 
of the Council, from whence the King called him to be 
Secretary of State, after Secretary Winjebank fled the 
kingdom; upon his Alajefty’s own obfervation of his 
virtue and fidelity, and without any other recommenda¬ 
tion : and he was in truth, througliout his whole life, a 
perfon of very good reputation, and of lingular in¬ 
tegrity. 

There remain only two of the Council then at Oxford, 
who are .not yet named. Sir John Banks, who had been 
Attorney General, and was then Chief Juftice of the 
Common Pleas, a grave and a learned man in the pro- 
fellion of the law; and Sir Peter Wych, who had been 
ambafl'ador at Conltantinoplc; from whence he returned 
very-little before the troubles, and gratified Sir Tliofnas 
Jermyn very liberally for Itis white PafF, when the Court 
was very' low, and fo was made a Privy Counfellor, aM 
Controller of the houfeholcl. He was a very hoaeff, 
plain man; and died very fhortly after the treaty, aad 
was fuGcegjdcd by Sir Chriftopher Hatto|i, a perfon of 
great. reputation at that time, which in few ye^s he found 
a way-to.#Uiphh-' 

were of the Kiag’^s Council, and who 
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Of thofe of ftayed and adled with the Parliament, the Earl of North- 

thc Ptivy . 

Counftiiotturnbertod may well be reckoned the chief, in refped 
withmr^.of the antiquity and fplendour of his family, his great 
Parliament. and cftatc, and the general reputation he had 
the greateft men, and his great intereft, by being 
tiraberiand. jqjglj Admiral pf England. Though he was of a family, 
that had lain under frequent blemiihes of want of fidelity 
to the Crown, and his father had been long a pnfoner in 
the Tower, under fome fufpicion of having feme know¬ 
ledge of the gunpowder treafon ; and after he was fet at 
liberty, by the mediation and credit of the Earl of Car- 
liflc, who had, without and againft his content, married 
his daughter, he continued, to his death, under fuch a 
reflraint, that he had not liberty to live and rclide upon 
his Northern eftate: yet this lord’s father was no fooner 
dead, than the King poured out his favours upon him in 
a wonderful meafurc; he begttn with conferring the 
order of the Garter upon him, and fhortly after made 
him of his Privy Council; when a great fleet of Ihips 
was prepared, by which the King meant that his neigh¬ 
bour princes fhould difeern, that he intended to main¬ 
tain and preferve his fovereignty at fea, he fent the 
Earl of Northumberland Admiral of that fleet, a much 
greater than the Crown had put to fca lince the death 
of Queen Elizabeth, that he might breed tiim for that 
fervice, before he gave him a more abfolute command. 
Aiid after he had, in that capacity, excrcifed himfelf a 
year or two, the King made him Lord High Admiral of 
England; which was fuch a quick fucceffion of bounties 
and favours, as had rarely befallen any man, who had 
not been attended with the envy of a favourite. He was, 
in all his deportment, a very great man, and, that which 
looked like formality, was a pundluality in preferv'ing 
his dignity from the invaiion and intrufion of btdd men, 

which 
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wliith no man of that age fo well prefen'ed himfelf , 
from. Though his notions were not large or deep, yet 
his temper, and rcfcr\ c(inefs in difcourfe, and his fcfevcd- 
nefs in fpcaking, got him the reputation of an able and 
a wife man; which lie made evident in the excellent 
goi'ernment of his family, where no man w'as more 
abfolutely obeyed; and no man had ever fewer idle 
wwds to anfwer for; and in debates of importance, he 
always expreffed himfelf very pertinently. If he had 
thought the King as much above him, as he thought 
liimi'elf above other confiderable men, he would have 
been a good fubjedf; but the extreme undervaluing 
tliofe, and not enoiigli v'aluing the King, made him 
liable to the imprellions, which they who ajiproached 
him by thofe addreffes of reverence and eftcem, that 
ufually insinuate into fuch natures, made in him. So 
that after he was firft prevailed upon, not to do that 
which in honour and gratitude he was obliged to, (which 
is a very peftilent corruption,) he w'as, with the more 
facility, led to concur in what, in duty and fidelity, he 
ought not to have done, and which at firft he never 
intended to hav e done. And fo he concurred in all the 
counfels which produced the rebellion, and ftayed with 
them to fupport it; which is as much as is neceflary to 
fay of him in this place, fince there will be often occafion 
hereafter to mention him, with fome enlargement. 

The Earl of Pembroke hath been enokgh mentioffpof the Earl 
in a better conjunfture of time, when his virtues w'erebrok^ 
thought greater than, they were, and his vices very little 
difeemed. Yet, by what was then faid, his nature and 
his parts ixiight be well enou^tnderftood; and as neither 
the one lior the other wer^Hlbroveable, fo they w'crc 
liable to be corrupted by any^raults; his underftanding 
being eafy to be impofed upon, and his nature being 
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made up of very ftrong paflions. Whilft there was 
tranquillity in the kingdom, he enjoyed his full fhare in 
pomp and greatnefs; the largenefs and plentifulnefs of 
his fortune being attended with reverence and de¬ 
pendence from the people where his eftate and intcreft 
lay, and where indeed he w'as a great man; getting an 
afFedlion and cftcera from perfons w'ho had no de¬ 
pendence upon him, by his magnificent living, and 
difcourllng highly of juflice, and of the Proteftant re¬ 
ligion ; inveighing bitterly againft Popery, and felling 
w'hat he ufed to fay to the King ; and fpeaking frankly 
of tltc overfiglits of the Court, that he might not be 
thought a flave to it. He had been bred from his cradle 
in the Court; and had that ])crfecfion of a courtier, 
that as he was not weary enough in offending men, fo he 
was forward in acknow'ledging it, even to his inferiors, 
and to impute it to his pallion, and afk pardon for it; 
which made him be thought a well natured man. Bc- 
fides, he had an office, which, at that rime, entitled him 
to the cxercife of fome rudenefs. and the good order of 
the Court had fome dependence upon his incivilities. 

There wxtc very few' great perfons in authority, who 
were not fi'equently offended by him, by fharp and 
fcandalous difeourfes, and inveflives againft them, be- 
liiid their backs ; for which they found it heft to receive 
|fa(ffion by fubmifitons, and profcffions, an^^ro- 
tcllations, which was a coin he was plentifully fn'pplied 
with for the payment of all thofe debts; whilft the King 
retained only fome kindnefs for him,' w'ithout any great 
cflecm of him. But, from the beginiiing of the Parlia¬ 
ment, when he faw and l^d a people ftout enough to 
inveigh againll the Kufffl^uthority, and to fail upon 
thofe perfons, whom he mad always mcffe feared than 
loved; and found that there were two armies in the 
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kinf^clom, and that the King had not the entire command 
of eitlicr of the’m; when the decrees of the Star- 
Charaber, and the orders and afts of tire Council, in all 
which he had concurred, were called in queftion, and 
like to be made penal to thofe who would not redeem 
tlieir jjafr errors by future fervice ; his fear, w'hich was 
the pallion alvv'ays predominant in him above all his 
cholcr and rage, pre\'ailed fo far over him, that he gave 
himfelf up into the hands of the Lord Say, to difpofe of 
him as he thought fit, till the King took the white Raff 
from him, ar.d gave it to the Earl of Eficx, as hath 
been related at large befoiv. 

ETom this time, he took himlclf to be ablolvcd from 
all obligations and dependence upon the Court, which 
he had lived too long in to be willing to quit; and 
therefore the more rlofciy adhered to them, by wiiofe 
power he thought he might get thither again ; and, for 
fome time, entertained the hope of obtaining the other 
fuperior w'hite ftafl^ which remained then in the King’s 
hand by the departure of the Earl of Arundel into the 
parts beyond the feas. But when he faw that ftafF given 
to the Duke of Jfichmond, who w'as then made Lord 
Stcw'ard of the houfehold, he gave over thofe w'eak 
imaginations, and concurred roundly in all the Lord Say 
propofed ; and was fo weak ftill, as to believe they never 
meant to rebel agruuft the King; or that the King 
could long fubfill, without putting himfelf into their 
hands. Wlien they had any thing to do in the Weft, as 
the cxcrcife of the militia, or executing any other ordi¬ 
nance, they fent him into the country, and fhewed him 
to the people, under the conduA of tw'o or three mem¬ 
bers of the 1 loufe, in whom they could confide ; and he 
tallied “ of the King’s evil counfellors, who carried him 
“ from Ms Parliament; and of the Malignants; and 
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‘‘ againft fcandalous minifterswhilft none of his old 
friends came near him. And when they were refolved 
no longer to truft the Ifle of Wight in tlie hands of the 
Earl of Portland, who had been long the King’s gover¬ 
nor there, and had an abfolntc jrower over the affedfions 
of that people, they preferred the [)oor Earl of Pembroke 
to it, by an ordinance of Parliament; who kindly ac¬ 
cepted it, as a teftimony of tlieir favour; and fo got 
into aftnal rebellion, which he never intended to do. 
It is pity to fay more of him, and lefs could not be faid 
to make him known. 

ofthcEai] d'he Earl of Elfex hath been enough mentioned 

oiEiiex. . jjjj nature and his underlfanding have been 

deferibed; his former difobligations from the Court, 
and then his introducilion into it, and afterwards his 
being dilj)laced from the office he held in it, have been 
let forth ; and there will be occafion, hereafter, to renew 
the difeourfe of him ; and therefore it fnall fuffice, in 
this place, to lay, that a weak judgment, and fomt 
vanity, and much pride, will hurry a man into as un¬ 
warrantable and as violent attempts, as the greateft, and 
moft unlimited, and infatiable ambition W'ill do. He 
had no ambition of title, or office, or preferment, but 
only to be kindly looked upon, and kindly fpoken to, 
and quietly to enjoy his own fortune: and, without 
. doubt, no man in his nature ifiore abhorred rebellion than 
he did, nor could he have been led into it by ^ open 
or tranfparent temptation, but by a thoufanffi ffifguifes 
and couzenages. His pride fupplied his want of am¬ 
bition, and he was angry to fee any other man more 
refpedted than himfelf, becaufe he thought he deferved 
it more, and did better requite it. Iffir he was, in his 
friendlhips, juft and conftant; and would not hav^ 
praeftifed foully againft thofe he took to be enemies. 

No 
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No man had credit enough with him to corrupt him in 
point of loyalty to the King, vvhilft he thought himfelf 
wife dnough to knovv what treafon was. But the new 
dodlrine, and dilfindlion of allegiance, and of the King’s 
power in and out of Parliament, and the new notions of 
ordinances, were too hard for him, and did really in¬ 
toxicate his underftanding, and made him quit his own, 
to follow theirs, who, he thought, wiihed as well, and 
judged better than himfelf. Ilis vanity difpofed him to 
be his Excellency ; and his weaknefs, to believe that he 
fhould be the general in the Houles, as well as in the 
field ; and be able to govern their counlcls, and refirain 
their paflions, as well as to fight their battles; and tliat, 
by this means, he fiiould become the preferv er, and not 
the defiroyer, of the King and kingdom. With this ill- 
grounded confidence, he launched out into that fea, 
w'hcre he met with nothing but rocks and Ihelves, and 
from whence he could never difeover any iafe port to 
harbour in. 

The Earl of Salifluiry had been born and bred inoftiieEaU 
Court, and had the advantage of a defeent from a father, 
and a grandfather, vlio had been very wife men, and 
great minifters of ftate in the eyes of Chriftendom; 
whofe wifdom and v'irtues died with them, and their 
children only inherited their titles. He had been a(^ 
mitted of the Council to King James; from which time 
he continued fo obfequious to the Court, that he never 
failed in overadting all that he was required to do. No 
adl of power was ever propofed, which he did not ad¬ 
vance, and execute his part with the utmoft rigour. No 
man fo great a tyrant in his country, or was lefs fwayed 
by any motives of jultice or honour. He was a man of 
no words, except in hunting and hawking. In matters 
of ftate and council, he always concurred in what tvas 
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propolcd for If'e Kiiip, .'irKi canccHcd and repaired all 
thole tTanlgrcHifins, h'V concurring in all that was pro¬ 
polcd againft him, as loon ns any fuch })ropofitions were 
made. Yet when tin: Iving went to York, he likewife 
atti-ndcd upon his Majclt y ; and, at that dilfance, feemed 
to hare rccotered Ionic coinage, and concurred in all 
connlels which were taken to undeceive the people, and 
to make the proceedings of the Parliament odious to all 
the world. But, on a fudden, he caul'ed his horfes to 
attend him out of the town, and having jilaced frelh 
ones at a dilhincc, he lied hack to London, with the 
expedition Inch men life, when they arc moft afraid; 
and never alter denied to do any tiling that was required 
of him; and when the w'ar w'as ended, and Cronwell 
had jnit down the Houfe of Peers, he got himfelf to be 
cliofen a member of the Iloufe of Commons; and lat 
with them, as of their own body; and was efteemed 
accord.ingly. 

Of (he E.11I 'I'he Earl of Warwick was of the King’s Council too, • 

wu-k." ' but was not wondered at for leaving the King, whom he 
had never ivell ferved ; nor did he look upon himfelf as 
obliged by that honour, which, he knew', w'as conferred 
upon him in the crowd of thofc whom his Majelfy had 
no elfcem of, or ever propofed to truft; fo his bufinefs 
W'as to join with thofc to whom he owed his promotion. 
He was a man of a pleafant and companionable w it and 
converfation ; of an imiverfal jollity ; and fuch a licenfe 
in his words, and in his adlions, that a man of lefs virtue 
could nor he found out: fo that one might teafonably 
have believed, that a man fo qualified would not have 
been able to have contributed much to the overthrow of 
a nation and kingdom. But, w'ith all thefe faults, he 
had great authority and credit with that people, who, in. 
the beginning of the troubles, did all the mifehief; and 
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by opening his doors, and mating his houfe the ren¬ 
dezvous of all the lilenced minifters, in the time when 
ther^ was authority to filcnce them, and Ipending a good 
part of his eftate, of which he was \'cry prodigal, upon 
them, and by being prefent with them at their devotions, 
and making himl'elf merry with them, and at them, 
which they dii'pcn'cd with, he became the head of that 
party ; and got the flyle of a godly man. When the 
King revoked the Itarl of Northumberland's commillion 
of Admiral, he prelently accepted the office from the 
Parliament; and never quitted their fer'. ice ; and when 
Cromwell dilbanded that Parliament, he betook himfelf 
to the protection of the ProteCtor; married his heir to 
his daughter; and lived in fo entire a confidence and 
friendffiip with him, that, when the Protccdior died, he 
exceedingly lamented him. He left his cffiite, w'hich 
before was lubjeCl to a vaft debt, more imi)ro\cd and 
repaired, than any man who trafficked in tliat deljicrate 
commodity of rebellion. 

The Earl of Holland h.ad grow'n up under the fhadow'or tiic-Earl 
of tlie Court, and had been too long a Counfellor before,'"* 
and contributed too much to the counlels w'hich had 
moft prejudiced the Crown, to have declined waiting 
upon It, when it needed attendance. But he chote to 
ftay with the Parliament; and there liath been enough 
faid of him before, and more mull be liiid hereafter. 

And therefore it fhall luffice now, to fay, that there was 
a very froward fate attended all, or moft of the potteriry 
of that bed, from whence he and his brother ol’ Warwick 
had their original; though he, and lome others among 
them, had many very good parts, and c.xcellent en¬ 
dowments. 

The Earl of Manchefter, of the whole cabal, was, inofthoEaii 
a thouland refpeCls, moft unfit for the company lie kept. 

He 
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He was of a gentle and a generous nature; civilly bred; 
had reverence and affedion for the perfon of the King, 
upon whom he had attended in Spain; loved his country 
with too unlkilful a tendernefs; and was of fo excellent 
a temper and difpolition, that the barbarous times, and 
the rough parts he was forced to adl in them, did not 
tvipe out, or much deface, thofe marks; infomuch as he 
was never guilty of any rudencfs towards thofe he was 
obliged to opprefs, but performed always as good offices 
towards his old friends, and all other perfons, as the 
iniquity of the time, and the nature of the employment 
he was in, would permit him to do ; which kind of 
humanity could be imputed to very few. 

He was at laid difmilfcd, and removed from any truft, 
for no other reafoii, but becaufe he was not wicked 
enough. He married firft into the family of the Duke 
of Buckingham, and, by his favour and intereft, was 
called to the Houfc of Peers in the life of his father; 
and made Baron of Kimbolton, tliough he was com¬ 
monly treated and knowm by the name of the Lord 
Mandevil; and was as much addidlcd to the fervice of 
the Court as he ought to be. But the death of his lady, 
and the murder of that great favourite, his I'econd 
marriage witii the daughter of tlic Earl of Warwick, 
and the very narrow and reftrained maintenance, which 
he received from his father, and which would in no 
degree defray the expences of the Court, forced him too 
foon to retire to a country life, and totally to abandon 
both the Court and London; whither he came very 
fcldom in many years. And in this retirement, tlic 
dilcountenance which his father undenvent at Court, the 
converfation of that family into which he was married, 
the bewitching popularity, w'hich flowed upon him with 
a wonderful torrent, and the want of thofe guards which 
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a good education fhould have fuj)plicd him with, by the 
clear notion of the foimdadon of the ccclcfiaftical, as 
well as the civil government, matle a great impreflion 
upon his underftanding, (for his nature was never cor¬ 
rupted, but remained Hill in its integrity),' and made 
him believe that the Court rvas inclined to hurt, and 
even to (leftroy the country; and from particular in- 
ftanccs to make general and ■ dangerous conclufions. 
They who had been always enemies to the Church pre¬ 
vailed with him to lell'en ids reverence for it, and having 
not been well inftrudted to defend it, he j'iclded too 
eafily to thofe who confidently affuilted it; and tliought 
it had great errors, which w'cre necelf iry to be reformed ; 
and that all means are lav\ful to compafs that rvliich is 
nccellar\\ Whereas the true logic is, that the thing 
defircd is not necelliiry, if the ways are unlawful, which 
are propofed to bring it to jiafs. No man was courted 
with more application, by perfons of all conditions and 
cjualities; and his perfon was not lei's acceptable to thole 
of fteady and uncorrupted principles, than to thofe of 
depraved inclinations. And in the end, even his piety 
adminiftered fome excufe to him ; for his father's infir¬ 
mities and tranfgrdlions had fo far expofed him to the 
inquilition of julficc, that the fon found it necellary to 
procure the alliltance and protedfion of thofe who were 
Ifrong enough to violate juftice itlelf; and fo he adhered 
to thofe who were bell able to defend his father’s honour, 
and thereby to fecure his own fortune; and concurred 
with them in their moft violent deligns, and gave repu¬ 
tation to them. And the Court as unfkilfully took an 
occalion too loon to make him delperatc, by acculing, 
him of high treafon, when (though he might be guilty 
enough) he w-as, without doubt, in his intentions, at 
Icaft, as innocent as any of the leading men. 


It 
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It is fonie c\-i(lencc, that Cod Almighty faw his heart 
was not fo maiicious as the reft, that he prelcrved him 
to the end of tlie confufion ; when he appeared as giad 
of the King’s rv ftoration, and had heartily wilhed it long 
before, anil v cry few, who had a hand in the contrivance 
of tlie rebellion, gave I'o manifeft tokens of repentance as 
he did; and having, for many years, undergone the 
jcaloidy and hatred of Cromwell, as one who abominated 
the murder of the King, and all tlic barbarous pro¬ 
ceedings againft the lives of men in cold blood; the 
King upon his return received him into grace and favour, 
which he never after forfeited by any undutiful be¬ 
haviour. 

Of the Lora Counfcllors which were made after 

the fatflion ifrevailcd in Parliament, wlio w'cre all made 
to advance an accommodation, and who adhered to the 
Parliament, was the Lord Say; a man, w'ho had the 
deepeft hand in the original contrivance of all the cala¬ 
mities which befel this unhappy kingdom, though he 
had not the leaft thought of diirohing the monarchy, 
and lefs of levelling the ranks and diftindlions of men. 
P'or no man valued liimfclf more upon his title, or had 
more ambition to make it greater, and to raife bis for¬ 
tune, which was but moderate for his title. lie was of 
a proud, morofe, and fallen nature; converfed much 
with books, har ing been bred a fcholar, and (though 
nobly born) a fellow ol' New College in Oxford; to 
which he claimed a right, by the alliance he pretended 
to have from Williiun of Wickham, the founder; 
which he made good by a far-fetched pedigree, through 
fo many hundred years, half the time w'hercof cx- 
tinguilhcs all relation of kindred. However upon that 
])retcnce, lhar College hath been feldom witliout one of 
that lord’s family. His parts were not quick, but fo 
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miicli above many of hi^ own rank, that he had always 
great credit and aiithoriiy in Parliament; and the more, 
for taking all opportunities to oppofc the Court; and he 
had, with his milk, fucked in an implacable malice 
agaiaii the government of the Church. \Vhen tlie 
Duke of Euckingh.ara propofed to himfelf, after his 
return witli the Prince from Spain, to make liimfelf 
popular, by bieaking that match, and to be gracious 
with the Parliament, as for a flrort time he was, he 
rcfolvcd to embrace the fricndfhip of the Lord Say; 
who was as folicitous to climb by that ladder. But the 
])ukc quickly found him of too imperious and pe- 
dantical a fpirit, and to affedf too dangerous mutations; 
and lb caft him off; and from that time he ga\e over 
any purfuit in Court, and lived narrotvly in the country; 
hat ing convcrlation with very few, but luch w'ho had 
great malignity againft the Church and State, and 
fomented their inclinations, and nave them inftriK^ions 
how to behave themfclves with caution, and to do tlieir 
bulinefs with moff fecurity; and was in truth the pilot, 
that ftccrcd all thofe vcffels which were freighted w'ith 
fedition to deflroy the government. 

I'lc found always fome w'ay to make profeflions of 
duty to the King, and made feveral undertakings to do 
great Icrviccs, which he could not, or would not, make 
good ; and made hafte to pofTclis himfelf of any prefer¬ 
ment he could compafs, whilfl his friends w'ere content 
to attend a more proper coiijunblure. So he got the 
Mafterfhip of the Wards fliortly after the beginning of 
the Parliament, and was as folicitous to be Trealurer after 
the death of the Earl of Bedford ; and, if he could have 
fatisfied his rancour in any degree againif the Churcli, he 
would have been ready to have carried tlfc prerogative as 
high as ever it was. When he thought tlicrc was 
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mifehief enone,h done, he would have fronped the 
current, and have diverted farther fur}- ; hut he then 
found he had nn'v authority and credit to do hurt; 
none to heal the wounds he had given ; and fell into as 
much contempt with thofe whom he had led, as he was 
with thofe whom he had imdone. 

The laft of the Counfeliors w'ho Rayed with the Parlia¬ 
ment, w'as Sir Henry Vane; wlio had fo much excufe 
for it, that, being thrown otit of flourt, he had no 
whither clfe to go; and promifed liimfelf to be much 
made of by them, for whole lakes only he had brought 
that inflimy upon hinifclf. He was of very ordinary 
parts by nature, and had not cultis'ated tliem at all by 
art; for he was illiterate. But being of a Itirring and 
boillcrous difpofition, a^ery indullrious, and very bold, 
lie dill wrought himfelf into fomc employment. He 
liad been acquainted with the vicilhtudes of Court, and 
had undergone fome fe\'erc mortification, by the dif- 
favour of the li)ukc of Buckingham, in the beginning 
of fhe King’s reign. But the Duke was no fooner dead, 
(which made it believed that he had made his peace in 
his life-time, for the King was not, in a long time after, 
reconciled to any man who was eminently in the Duke’s 
dibfac our), but he was again brought into the Court, 
and madca Counfellor, and Controller of the hoiifehold; 
which place he became well, and was fit for; and if h6 
had never taken other preferment, he might probably 
have continued a good fubjeft. P’'or he had not in¬ 
clination to change, and in his judgment he had liked 
the government both of Cliurch and State; and only 
defired to raife his fortune, which was not great, and 
which he i'ound many ways to improve. And he was 
wont to fay, “ that lie never had dcfired other prefer- 
“ raent; and believed, that Marquis Hamilton,” (with 
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whom he had never kept fair quarter), “ when he firft 
“ propofed to him to be Secretary of State, did it to 
“ affront him; well knowing his want of ability for the 
“ difeharge of that office.” But, without doubt, as the 
fatal preferring him to that place was of unfpcakable 
prejudice to the King, fo his receiving it was to his own 
(leflmi'lion. His malice to the Earl of Strafford (who 
had unwilely provoked him, wantonly, and out of 
contempt) tranfported him to all imaginable thoughts of 
revenge; which is a gueft, that naturally difquiets and 
tortures thofe who entertain it, with all the perplexities 
they contrive for others; and that difpofed him to 
facrifice his honour and faith, and his Mailer’s intereft, 
that he might ruin the Earl, and was buried himlelf in 
the fame ruin; for which being juftly chaftized by the 
King, and turned out of his fervice, he w^as left to his 
own dcfpair; and, though he concurred in all the ma¬ 
licious dcfigns againft the King, and againft the Church, 
he grew' into the hatred and contempt of thofe who 
had made moft ufe of him; and died in univerfal re¬ 
proach, and not contemned more by any of his enemies, 
than by his own fon; who had been his principal con- 
duftor to dellruftion. 

We now pafs to the tranfaAions in the treaty itfclf, 
which was in the beginning of the year 1643. 
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BOOK VII. 

MiC. iii. ir. 

11'C l.'L’d/li thcTi'of jud^e Jot tciiuitJ, iind the prijs thcvcoj teach 
fur hire, nnJ the prophets thereof d’lvvu for movey : yet will 
they lean upon the Lord., and jay, Is not the Lord among us d 
none evil can come upon us. 

Mic. vii. 4. 

The hejl of them is as a brier ; the mojl upright is fcarper than 
a thorn-hedge: the day of thy watchmen and thy viftation 
cc^etb i iioivjhall he their perplexity. 


When the treaty was firft confented to by the twoThefumot 
Houfes, they ordered that it Htoiild be upon the firft 
propofition made by his Majefty, and tlie firft ]rropofition“'^f,f“"‘ 
made by themfehes, and that thole Ihould be firft 
concluded on, before they proceeded to treat upon any t.cic <>f am 

^ 1 , . . , treaty. 

of the other propofitions. So that tlie committee, in the 
firft place, applied themfelves to his Majefty, upon liis 
own firft propofition, which was, “ That his ou-n revenue, 

“ magazines, towns, forts, and Ihips, w'hich had been 
“ taken, or k^pt from him by force, ftiould be forthwith 
voJ.. II. I. V reftored 
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rcftored to him.” To which the committee anfwereclj 
“ That the two Houfes had made ul'e of his Majeffy’s 
“ own revenue, but in a very fmall proportion, w.hich in 
“ a good ])art liad been emj)loycd in tlic maintenance 
“ of liis clfildrcn, according to the allowance eflablifhcd 
“ by himfelf. And tlic lioufes would falisfy what 
“ Ihoiild remain due to his Majefty of thole fums, which 
“ they had received ; and would leave the lame to him 
“ for the time to come. And they dclired likew'ife, 
“ that his Ma’jcfly would reft ore what had been taken 
“ for his life, upon any of the bills, aliigned to other 
“ pur|Kiles by i'cveral aids of Parliamcnr, or out of the 
“ jiroviiion made for the war of Ireland: that all the 
“ arms anil ammunition taken out of his magazines 

fliOLild be delivered into his ftores, and whatfoever 
“ Ihuuld be wanting they would lupjdy in kind, ac- 
“ cording to the proportions they had received; but 
“ they propoled, the pcrlons, to whole charge thole 
“ [lublic magazines llrould be committed, being nomi- 
“ nated by his Majelty, might be inch, as the two 
“ Iloufcs of Parliament might confide in, and that his 
“ Alajelfj' would rcltore all fuel) arms and ammunition, 
“ as had been taken for his ufe, from the fcveral coun- 
“ ties, cities, and towns. 

“ That the two Houfes would remove the garrifons 
“ out of all towns and forts in their hands, wherein 
“ there were no garrifons before thcl'e troubles, and flight 
“ all fortifications made fince that time, and thofc tovr'’ 
“ and forts to continue in the fame condition they were 
“ in before; and that thofc garrifons fliould not be 
“ renewed, or the fortifications rejraired, without confent 
“ of his Majefh', and both Houfes of Parliament. That 
*• the towns and forts, which were within the jurifdidfion 
“ of the Cinque Ports, fhould be delivered into the 

“ hands 
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“ hands of fucli a noble perfon, as the King Ihould ap- 
“ point to be Warden of the Cinque Ports, being fuch a 
“ one as they Ihould coniidc in. That Portfmouth 
” fhould be reduced to the number of the garrifon, as 
“ was at that time when the Lonls and Commons 
“ undertook the cuftody of it; and that all other forts, 
“ caftlcs, and towns, in which garrifons had been kept, 
“ and had been fince the beginning of thefe troubles 
“ taken into their care and culfody, flrould be reduced 
“ to the fume eftabliJhment they had in the year 1636, 
“ and fliould be fo continued; and that all thole towns, 
“ forts, and tallies, lliould be delivered up into the 
“ hands of fuch perfons of quality and truft, to be 
“ likewife nominated by his Majefty, as the two Iloufcs 
“ Ihould conlide in. That the Warden of the Cinque 
“ Ports, and all governors and commanders of towns, 
“ calllcs, and forts, flrould keep the fame towns, 
“ caftlcs, and forts, refpedlively, for the fervice of his 
“ Majelly, and the ialcty of the kingdom; and that 
“ they fliould not admit into them any foreign forces, 
“ or any other forces railed without liis Majelly’s au- 
“ thority, and conlcnl of the two Houles of Parliament; 
“ and they fhould ulc their utmoft endeai'our to fup- 
“ prefs all forces whatfoever railed without fuch authority 
“ and confeiit; and they fliould feize all arms and 
“ ammunition provided for any fuch forces. 

“ They likewife propofed to the King, that lie would 
remove the garrifon out of Newcallle, and all other 
“ towns, caftles, and forts, where any garrifons had 
“ been placed |iy him fince thefe troubles; and that the 
“ fortifications might be likewife flighted, and the 
“ towns and forts left in fuch flate as they were in tlic 
“year 1636; and that all other towns and caflles 
“ in his harftls, wherein there Inid lieen formerly garrifons, 
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“ might be committed to fuch perfons nominated by 
“ him, as the iloufes fhould confide in, and under fuch 
“ inftruftions as were formerly mentioned; and 'that 
“ the new garrifons Ihoiild not be renewed, or the 
“ fortifications rcjtaired, witliout the confent of the King 
aiid both Iloufes of Parliament. That the fiiips 
“ Ihonld be delivered into the charge of fuch a noble 
“ perfon, as the King fliould nominate to be Lord Higlt 
“ Admiral of Englaml, and the two Iloufes confide in; 
“ wlio iliould receive that office by letters patents, ^uam 
“ il'iti Jc bene gejjait^ and fliould have power to nomi- 
“ nate and appoint all fubordinate commanders and 
“ officers, and have all other powers appertaining to the 
“ office of High Admiralwliich fhips he fhould em- 
ploy for the defence of the kingdom, againft all foreign 
“ forces whatfoever, and for the fafeguard of merchants, 
“ iecuring of trade, and the guarding of Ireland, and 
the intercepting of all fujijilies to lie carried to the 
“ rebels; and fliould life his utmofi endeavours to, 
“ liipprefs all forces, which fhould be railed by any 
“ perlon without his Majefiy’s authority, and conlent of 
“ the Lords and Commons in Ikirliament, and fliould 
“ fei/x' all arms and ammunition provided for fupjily 
“ of any fuch flirccs.” 

To this anfwer, by which they required at leaft to go 
whole lharers with liim in his Irnereignty, the King 
ivjilicd, “ That he knew not what proportion of his 
“ rei enue had been made ufe of by his two Houfes, but 
“ he had reafon to believe, if much of it had not been 
“ ufed, very much remained ftill in their hands; his 
“ whole revenue being fo ftojiped, and fei/xd on, by the 
“ orders of one or both I loufcs, even to the taking of 
“ his money out of his Isxdiequcr and Mint, and 
“-bonds (forced from Ids Cofferer’s Clerk) ibr the pro- 

“ vilions 
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'■ ^ ifions of his houfehold ; that very little had come to 
“ his life for his own fupport; but he would be well 
“ contentcil to allow whatfocver had Ix'cn employed in 
“ the maintenance of his children, and to receive the 
“ arrears due to himfelf, and to be fure of his own for 
“ the future. He was likew'ifc willing to reiforc all 
“ monies taken for his ufc, by any autliority from him, 
“ upon any bills alligned to other purpofes, being 
“ allured he had received very little or nothing that 
“ way; and he expedfed likewife, that latisfu^ion 
‘‘fliould be made by them for all tliofc feveral vaH 
“ films, received, and diverted to other purpofes, by 
“ orders of one or both Iloufcs, which ought to have 
“ been ])aid by the of Pacification to his fubjedls of 
“ Scotland, or emplovcd for the difeharge of the debts 
“ of the kingdom ; or, by other adds of Parhamen.t. for 
“ the relief of liis poor Proteftant fubjedls in Ireland. 
“ I'or what concerned his magazines, he was content 
“ that all the arms and ammunition, taken out of his 
“ magazines, which did remain in the hands of both 
“ Houles, or of perfons employed by them, fliould be, 
“ as foot! as the treaty wars concluded, delivered into the 
“ Tower of London ; and that whatfocver fhoidd he 
“ w'anting of the irroportions taken by them, fliould be 
fupplied by them, with all convenient fpced, in kind ; 
“ which, he laid, fliould be committed to, and continued 
“ in, the cuftody of the fworn officers, to whole places 
the fame belonged: and if any of thofc officers had 
“ already forfeited, or hereafter lliould forfeit, that trufl, 
“ by any nfidemcanors, his Majefiy w'ould by no 
“ means defend them from the julfice of the law. That 
“ he always intended to reftore fuch arms and ammu- 
“ nition, which he had been compelled to take from any 
“ perfons *and places, when his own had been taken 
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“ from him ; and would make them recompenfc as foon 
“ as his own ftorcs were reftorcd to him. 

“ To whatidevcr they propofed for the flightin|’- all 
“ fortifications, and reducing all garril’ons, which had 
“ been made fince the beginning of the troubles, and 
“ leaving them in the ftate they were before, the King 
“ fully and abfolutely confented; and that the old 
“ cattles and garrifons Ihould be reduced to their 
“ ancient jtroportion and ettablilhment; but for the 
“ governors and commanders of them, he faid, that the 
“ Cinque Ports were already in the cuttody of a noble 
“ ))erfon, againtt whom lie knew no juft exception, and 
“ who jiad llicli a legal intereft therein, that he could 
“ not, with juftice, remove him from it, until fome 
“ fufiicient caufe w-ere made ajipcar to him; but he 
“ was very willing, if he fliould at any time be found 
“ guilty of any thing that might make him unw'orthy 
“ of that trutt, that he might be proceeded againtt ac- 
“ cording to the rules of juftice. That the government 
“ of the town of Porllmouth, ami all other forts, cattles, 
“ and towns, as were formerly kept by garrifons, fhould 
“ be put into the hands of fuch perfons, againtt whom 
“ no juft exceptions could be matle ; all of them being, 
“ before thefe troubles, by letters patents granted to 
“ fcvcral perfons, againtt any of w'hom he knew not any 
“ exceptions, w'ho fliould be rcmoied, if juft caufe fliould 
“ be given for the fame. The Warden of the Cinque 
“ Ports, and all other governors and commanders of tiie 
“ towns and cattles, fhould keep their charges, as by 
“ the law they ought to do, and for the King’s fcrvice, 
and fafety of the kingdom; and they fhduld not admit 
“ into any of them foreign forces, or other forces raifed, 
“ or brought into them contrary to the law' g but fliould 
“ life their utmoft endeavours to fupprefs lucli forces, 

“ and 
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“ and iliould Icizc all arms and ammunition, which, by 
“ the laws anti iLitutcs of tlie kingdom, tliey ought to 
*• Iclzc.” 

To that part which concerned the fhips, tlie King 
told them, “ That he cxpcdled his own Blips ihotild be 
“ tlelivcrcd to him, as by the law they ought to be; 
“ and that when he Biould think fit to nominate a Lord 
“ High Admiral of England, it fliould be fuch a pcrfoii 
“ againft whom no juft exception coultl be made ; and 
“ if any Biould be, lie would alw'ays leave him to his 
“ due trial and examination ; and he would grant his 
“ oflice to him bv Inch letters patents, as had been 
“ ufed. In the mean time he would govern the Ad- 
“ niiralty bv commilfioii, as had licen in all times ac- 
cudomed ; and wlialibever ihips fhould he let out by 
“ him, or liis authority, ihould be employed for the 
“ defence of the kinmlom atraind all forcisin forces 
wdiatfoevcr, for the fafeguard of mercliants, feciiring (d* 
“ trade, guarding of Ireland, and the intercepting of all 
“ ilipjilics to be carried to the rebels; and they ihonld 
“ life their Litmoft cndcaiours to fupprefs all forces, 
“ which fhould be raifed, by any perfon whatfoei'er, 
“ againfr the laws and datntes of the kingdom, and to 
“ feize all arms and ammunition provided for the fujiply 
“ of any fuch forces.” 

It is evident to all men where the difference now lay 
between them, being whether the King would referve 
tife difpofal of thofe olRccs and places of trull to hinifelf, 
which all kings Jiad enjoyed, and tvas indeed a part of 
his regality, or whether he would be content w'ith fuch 
a nomination, ay, being to pafs, and dejicnd ii|ion their 
approbation, no man fliould ever be admitted to them, 
who was nominated by him. The committee, upon his 
Majelly’s anlwcr, delired to know, “whether he did 
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“ intend, tliat both Iloufes fhould exprcfs their con- 
“ fidencc of the pcrfons, to wliofc truft thofe places were 
“ to be committed ; for that they were dircdfed by their 
“ inIfruAioiis, that, if his Majefty was pleafed to afTent 
“ thereunto, and to nominate perfons of quality to receive 
“ the charge of them, that they fhould certify it to both 
“ Houfes of Parliament, that tliereu]ion they might 
“ exprefs their confidence in thofe pcrfons, or humbly 
“ delirc his Majefly to name others, none of which 
“ pcrfons to be removed during three years next enfuing, 
“ without juft caufc to be approved by both Ilotifcs; 
‘‘ and if any fliould be lo rciuovcti, or die within that 
“ fpace, the pcrfons, to be put in their places, to be fuch 
as the two Iloufcs fliould confide in.” I'he King 
anfwcrcd, “ That he did not intend , that the Iloufes 
“ fhould exprefs their confidence of the pcrfons, to 
“ wliofc trulls thofe jilaces fliould be committed, but 
only that they fhould have liberty, u[)on any juft 
“ exception, to proceed againft any fuch perfons ae- 
“ cording to law; his Majefty being rcfolved not to 
“ protceft them againft the public juftice. When any 
“ of the jilaccs f.iould be void, he well knew the nomi- 
“ nation, and free election, of thofe who flioukl fucceed, 
“ to be a right belonging to and inherent in his Ma- 
“ jefty; and having been enjoyed by all his royal pro- 
“ genitors, he could not believe his well affcdlcd fubjeefts 
“ dcfired to limit him in that right; and defired they 
“ would be fatisfied with this anfwer, or give him'airy 
“ reafons to alter his refolution, and he would comply 
“ with them.” 'I 

They told him, “there could be no^good and firm 
“ peace hoped for, if there were not a cure found out 
“ for tlie fears and jcaloufics; and they knew none fure, 
“ but this which they had propofed,” The King 

replied. 
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replied, “ That he rather expelled rcafons grounded 
“ upon law, to have fliewcd him, by the law, that he 
“ hud not that right he pretended, or that they had a 
“ right I'uperior to his, in what was now in queftion; 
“ or that they would have Ihewed him fome legal reafon, 
“ why the perfons trafted by him were incapable of 
“ luch a truft; than that they would only ha\ c inliftcd 
“ upon fears and jealoufies, of which as lie knew no 
“ ground, fo lie muft be ignorant of the cure. That 
“ the argument tliey ufed might extend to the depriving 
'■ him of, or at leaft fharing with him in, all his jail 
regal power; fince jiowcr, as well as forces, might be 
“ the ohjeA of fears and jealoufies, and tlierc would be 
“ always a power left to hurt, whilll there was any left 
“ to proteft and defend.” lie told them, “ If he had as 
“ much inclination, as he had more right, to fears and 
“ jealoufies, he might with more rcaibn have infifted 
“ upon an addition of power, as a fecurity to enable him 
“ to keep his forts, when he had them, fince ii a[)- 
“ peared it was not fo great, but that they had been 
“ able to take them from him, than they to make any 
“ difficulty to rcftorc them to him in the fame cafe they 
“ were before. But, he faid, as he was himfelf content 
“ with, fo, he took God to w'itncfs, his greateft defirc 
“ was, to obferve always and maintain the law of tiic land ; 
“ and expedled the fame from his fubjedts; and believed 
“ the mutual obfervance of that rule, and ncitlier of 
“Them to fear what the law feared not, to be, on both 
“ parts, a better cure for that dangerous difeafe of fears 
“ and jcalou/cs, and a better means to eftablifh a happy 
“ and pcrpetjiial peace, than for him to diveft himfelf of 
“ thofe trufr.s’, which the law of the land had fettled in 
“ the Crciwn alone, to prclerve the power and dignity 
“ of the i’rince, for the better protedtion of the fubjedi, 

“ and 
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“ and of the law, and to avoid thofc dangerous diftrac- 
“ tions, which tlic inlerell of any iTiarcrs with him 
“ would have infallibly jiroduccd.” 

The committee neither offered to anfwer his Majefly’s 
reafons, nor to oppole other rcafons to weigh againft 
them; but only faid, “ That they were commanded 
“ by their inhru6i:ions, to infill upon the defires of both 
Roufes formerly cxprcfled.” To wliich the King 
made no other anfwer, than that he conceived it all 
“ the juliice in the world for him to inliti, that what 
was by law his own, and had been contrary to law 
“ taken from him, fliould be fully refiored to him, 
“ without conditioning to impole any new limitations 
“ uj)on him, or his minifters, which were not formerly 
“ required from them by the law ; and he thought it 
“ mofl nnreafonablc, to be preffed to diminiih his own 
“jnft rights himfclf, becaufe others had vif)lated and 
“ ufurped them.” This was the lum of what paffed 
in the treaty upon tliat propofitjon. 

d'o ths hrft propofition of the two Houfes, “ That Im 
“ Majefiy would be ftleafcd to difband his armies, as 
“ they likewife would be ready to difband all their 
“ forces, which they had railed, and that he would Ire 
“ plcafed to return to his Parliament;” the King an- 
I wered, “ I'hat he was as ready and willing that all armies 
“ fliould be dilbanded, as any perfon whatfoever; and 
“ conceived the beft way to it, w'ould be a happy and 
“ fpeedy conclufion of the prefent treaty; w'hich, ir" 
“ both Houfes w'ould contribute as much as he would 
*• do to it, would be fuddenly effedlcd.N And as he 
‘‘ defired nothing more than to be w'ith hisitwo Houfes, 

“ fo he would repair thither as foon as he could pollibly 
“ do it with his honour and fafety.” , 

The committee albcd him, “ if by a nappy and 

“ fpeedy 
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*• f])cccly conclufion of tlie prcfcnt treaty, lie intcndo<l a 
“ concluflon upon the two firff propofitions, or a con- 
“ du'fion of the treaty in all the propofitions of both 
“ parts.” The King, who well knew it vvould be very 
ungracious to deny the diibanding of the armies, till all 
the propofitions were agreed, fome whereof would require 
much time, anfwered, “ That he intended fuch a con- 
“ clulion of, or in the treaty, as there might be a clear 
“ evidence to himfelf, and his fubjeds, of a future peace, 
“ and no ground left for the continuance or growth of 
“ thofe bloody dilfenfions; which, he doubted not, 
“ might be obtained, if both Iloufcs w’ould confent that 
“ the treaty ihould proceed without fiirther interruption, 
“ or limitation of days.” I'liey afked him, ‘‘ What he 
“ intended ihould be a clear evidence to him, and his 
“ good fubjeds, of a future peace, and no ground left 
“ for the continuance and growth of thofe bloody 
“ difienfions ?” IlisMajefty told them, “■ If the conclufion 
“ of the prefent treaty upon his firfi: propofition, and 
“ the firfi: propofition of both Houfes, fhould be fo full, 
“ and perfeftly made, that the law of the land might 
‘‘ have a full, free, and uninterrupted courfc, for the 
“ defence and ])relervation of the rights of his Majcfry, 
“ and of themfelves, and the refi of his fubjefts, there 
“ would be thence a clear evidence to him, and all men, 
“ of a future peace ; and it would be inch a conclufion 
“ as he intended, never meaning that both armies 
•• ihould remain undifbanded until the propofitions on 
“ both fides wep fully concluded.” To the other claufe 
of their own p 'opofition concerning the King’s return to 
the Parliament)! they faid, “ they had no inftrudfions to 
“ treat upon iV;” which the King much wondered at; 
and finding that they had no otlicr authority to treat, or 
debate wlial Vvas necefiary to be done in order to dii¬ 
banding, 
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bunding, but only to prefs l)ini to appoint a day for the 
acT'ual dilbanding; and that the forces in the North, 
where lie had a great army, and they had none, might 
be firff dilbanded, he endeavoured to draw them to fomc 
]iropolitions upon his return to the Parliament; from 
wlieiK'c expedients would naturally refult, if they purfued 
that heartily, which w'ould conclude a general jicace. 
And it feemed very ftningc, that, after (o many clifeourfes 
of the King’s ab.'cnce i'rom the lloufes, from whence 
they had taught the people to lielicvc that moft of the 
prefent evils bowed and proceeded, v-.hen a treaty was 
now entered upon, and that was a part of their own lirft 
proportion, that thcir connnittec Ihould have no in- 
ftnu^fions or authority to treat upon it. After this, 
they receivt.d new inftrueftions, “to declare to his Vla- 
“ jefty the delirc of liotli lloufes, for his coming to his 
“ Parliament; wliich, they faid, they hael edten exprelTed 
“ with full olfcrs of fecurity to his royal [icrfon, agree- 
“ able to their duty and allegiance, and they knew 
“ no caufe why he might not repair thither with honour 
“ and fafety.” When the King found he could not 
engage them in that argument to make any particular 
overture, or invitation to him ; and that the committee, 
who exprefled willingnefs enough, had not in truth the 
leaft power to ])romore, or contribute to, an accom¬ 
modation, left they Ibould make the people believe, 
that he had a delirc to continue the war, bccaufe he 
conlented not to their propolition of dilbanding tlfc 
.armies, he lent tliis melPage, by an express of his own, to 
the two Houfes, after he had firft communicated 'it to 
their committee. ( 


Oxford, 
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Oxford, April izih, 1643. 

“To fhew to the whole world, how earneffly hisnsMaicf- 
“ Majcfty longs for peace, and that -no fuccels fhall u, iho'imf 
“ make him dclire the continuance of his army to any 
“ other end, or for any longer time, than that, and ‘*'43- 
“ until, things may be fo fettled, as that the law may 
“ have a full, free, and uninrerrupted conrfc, for the 
“ ilefence and prefervation of the rights of his Majcity, 

“ both Houfes, and his good fubjedts: 

1. “As foon as his Majcfty is fatisficd in his firft 
“ propolition, concerning Itis own revenue, magazines, 

“ Blips, and forts, in which he defires nothing, but 
“ that the juft, known, legal rights of his Majcfty, 

“ (devolved to him from his progenitors), and ol' the 
“ perfons trufted by him, which have \iolcntly liceii 
“ taken from both, be reftored unto him, and unto- 
“ them ; unlefs any juft and legal exception againft any 
“ of the perfons trufted by him (which are }et unknov.ii 
“ to his Majefty) can be made appear to him : 

2. “ iVs foon as all the members of both Houfes fliall 
“ be reftored to the fame capacity of filling and voting 
“ in Parliament, ;is tliey had upon the iirft of Januai v 
“ 1641 ; the lame, of right, belonging unto them by 
“ their birth-rights, and the free elcdfion of thofe that 
“lent them; and having been voted from thcjii for 
“ adiicring to his Majefty in thefc diftradlions; his 
“ Majefty not intending that this fliould extend cither 
“ to the Bifliops, whole votes have been tak; ii away by 
“ bill, or to fu *h, in whole places, upon new writs, new 
“ elections haif been made : 

3. “ As i'ooft as his Majefty, and both Houfes, may 
“ be lecureciyrom fuch tumultuous allemblies, as to the 
“ great breaoli of the privileges, and the high diftionom 

“ of 
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“ of Parliaments, have formerly allembled about both 
“ Ilotifes, and awed the members of the fame ; and 
“ occahoned two feveral complaints from the Lords’ 
“ Houfe, and two feveral defircs of that Houfe to the 
“ Houfe of Commons, to join in a declaration againft 
“ them ; the complying with which defire might ha\e 
“ prct'cnted all thefe miferable diftradlions, which have 
“ enfued ; which fecurity, his Majefty conceives, can be 
“ only fettled by adjourning the Parliament to fome 
“ other place, at the leaft twenty miles from London, 
“ the choice of which his Majefty leaves to both 
“ Houfes: 

“ Ilis Majefty will moft cheerfully and readily 
“ confent, that both armies be immediately dilbanded, 
“ and give a prefent meeting to both his Houfes of 
“ Parliament at the time and place, at and to which 
“ the Parliament fiiall be agreed to be adjourned : his 
“ Majefty being moft confident, that the law will then 
“ recover due credit and eftimation; and that upon- a 
“ free debate, in a full and peaceable convention of 
“ Parliament, fuch provifions will b® made againft 
“ feditious preaching, and printing againft his Majefty, 
“ and the eftabliflicd laws, which have been one of the 
“ chief caufes of the prefent diftratftions, and fuch care 
“ will be taken concerning the legal and known rights 
“ of his Majefty, and the property and liberty of his 
“ fubjedls, that whatfoever hath been publilhcd, or done, 
“ in or by colour of any illegal declaration, ordinance, 
“ or order of one or botii Houfes, or any committee of 
“ either of them, and particularly the '.power to raife 
“ arms without Iris Majefty’s confent, will be in fuch 

manner recalled, difclaimed, and provided againft, 
“ that no feed will remain for the like to Spring out of 
“ for the future, to diftiirb the peace of the kingdom, 
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“ ancl to endanger the very being of it. And in fudi a 
“ convention his Majefty is rcfolved, by his rcadinels to 
“ confent to whatfoever ihall be propoied to him, by 
bill, for the real good of his fubjeds, (and particularly 
“ for the better ciifcovery and Ipeedier convidtion of 
‘‘ Recufants; for the education of the children of Papifts 
“ by Froteftants in the Proteftant religion; for the 
“ prevention of pradiccs of Pa])ilts againll the State; 
“ and the due execution of the laws, and true levying of 
“ the penalties againft them), to make known to all tiic 
“ workl, how caulelefs thofo fears and Jealoufies have 
“ been, which have been raifed againft him; and by 
“ that fo diftradted this miferable kingdom. And if 
“ this offer of his Majcfty be not confented to, (in which 
“ he alks nothing for which tlierc is not apparent jufticc 
“ on his fide, and in which he defers many things liighly 
concerning both himlclf and people, till a full and 
“ peaceable convention of Parliament, which in juftire 
“ he might now ret|uire), his Majcfty is confident, that 
“ it will then appear to all the world, not only who is 
“ moft dcTirous of peace, and whofc fault it is that both 
“ armies are not now difbanded ; but wlio liave been 
“the true and firft caufe, that this jicace was c\cr 
“ interrupted, or thole armies raifed ; and the beginning 
“ or continuance of the war, and the deftrueftion and 
“ dc'folation of this poor kingdom (which is too likely 
“ to enfue) will not, by the moft interefted, paffionatc, 
“ or prejudicatc perfon, be imputed to his Majefty.” 

To this melfage the tw'o Iloufes returned no anfwer 
to the King,, but required the committee to return to 
Weftminfter (having been in Oxford with his Majefty 
juft twenty cVeys) with fuch pofitive circumftanccs, that 
the Ploulb/of Commons enjoined their members ro 
begin their journey the fame day ; which they obeyed ; 

though 
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tliough it was fo late, that they were forced to very 
inconvenient accommodations; and at their return, 
fome of them were looked upon with great jealoufyj as 
})erfons engaged by the King, and dihnclined to the 
Parliament; and this jealoufy prevailed fo far, that 
Mr. Martin opened a letter from the Earl of Northum¬ 
berland to his own lady, prefuming he fhould therein 
have difeovered fome combination; and this infolence 
was not difliked. 

Many were of opinion, that the King was too fevere 
in this treaty, and infilkd too mucii upon what is his 
own by right and law; and tliat if he would have 
diftributed offices and places liberally to particular men, 
which had been a condefeenfion in policy to be fuliimitted 
to, he might have been rcpoUcffed of his own power. 
And I have heard this alleged by many, who at that 
time were extremely violent againft all fuch artifices. 
The committee thcmfelves (who at that time perfectly 
abhorred the proceedings of the Parliament, or rather 
the power and fuperiority of the Earl of Eflex) feemed 
exceedingly delirous of fuch an accommodation, as all 
good men defired; and to believe, that if the King 
would have condefeended fo far, as to nominate the 
Earl of Northumberland to be Lord High Admiral, 
that it would have made fo great a divifion in the 
Iloufcs, that the treaty would have been continued, and 
his Majefty been fatisfied in all the other propofitions. 
And the Earl of Northumberland, to private friends, did 
make as full profeffions of future fervice to his Majefty, 
and as ample recognitions of paft errors and miftakes, 
as could reafonably be expedled from a .wary nature, 
before he could be furc what reception fcAh pix^felftotis 
and vows wnuld find. But the King thoughythe power 
and intereft of that committee would be kble to do 

little, 
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kittle, if it could not prevail for the enlarging the tinne of 
the tj^aty, in which they feemed heartily to engage 
themfelves. And he was refolved at lead; to have a 
probable adTurance of the conclufion, before he would 
offer fuch conceffions, as taking no cffcft might pro\'e 
prejudicial to him; as particularly, the nominating 
the Earl of Northumberland to be Admiral (though 
he would willingly have done it, as the price and pledge 
of an honourable peace) would have difcontented .c! 
who had, how unreafonably foever, promifcd tliemfelves 
that preferment; and many would have imputed it to 
an unfeafcrnablc eafincfs, (from which imputation it 
concerned the King, at that time, as much to purge 
hinilclf, as of unmercifulnefs and revenge), upon promifes 
and hopes, to have readmitted a man to a charge 
and truft, he had fo fatally betrayed and broken, againft 
as folemn promifes and obligations, at the lead, as 
he could now enter into ; and therefore it concerned the 
King to be lure of fome advantage, in lieu of this viliblc 
hazard. 

I am one of thofe, who do believe that this obligation, 
at this time, laid upon the Earl of Northumberland, 
with fuch other circumftanccs of kindncls as would 
have b^en lit to accompany it, would have met real 
gratitude and faithfulnefs in him, (for as, originally, 
lie had, I am perfuaded, no evil purpofes againft the 
King ; fo he had now fufficient difdain and indignation 
againft thofe who got him to tread their ways, when 
he had not their ends), and that it would have made 
fome rent and divifion in the two Houfes, (which could 
not but have produced fome benefit to the King), and 
that it might, probably have procured fome few days’ 
addition for.tlie continuance of the treaty; the avowed 
ground of denying it being, bccaufe the King had not, in 
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the leaft degree, confented to any one thing propofed by, 
tlicni: but, I confels, 1 cannot entertain any imagination, 
that it would have protliiccd a peace, or given the King 
any advantage, or benefit in the war: what inconvenience 
it might have produced hath been touclied before. For, 
befides that the ftirring and acd:i\'e ])arty, wlio carried ou 
the war, were neither gracious to tire Earl of Northum¬ 
berland, nor he to them, their fiivourite at fea being 
then the Earl of Warwick, who had the polfeliion of 
the fleet, and whom alone they believed fit to be trufted 
with tlie navy ; whoei'cr calls to mind what w'as clone in 
the Houles, during the time of the treaty, and by 
their diredfions; that by their own authority they 
diredfed all the lands of Bilhops, Deans, and Chapters, to 
be fequellered, and inhibited their tenants to pay any 
rent to them ; that, under pretence of fearching for arms, 
and taking aw'ay fujierftitious pidlures, they caufed 
the Queen’s Chapel at Sonicrfet-Houfe (where flie was to 
excrcife her devotion, if they ever meant fhc fhould 
return again to London) to be moft licentioufiy rifled; 
in which licenfe rvith impunity, her lodgings were 
plundered, and all her furniture and goods of value 
taken aw-ay and embezzled; that there was an order 
made in the Iloufe of Commons, when they fent their 
meflengers every day to Oxford without any formality, 
or control, “ that whatfoever perfon lEould come from 
“ Oxford, or any part of the King’s army, to London, or 
“ the parts adjacent, without the warrant of both Iloufes 
“ of Parliament, .or of the Lord General the Earl of 
“ Eflex, he fhould be apprehended as a fpy and in- 
“ telligencer, and be proceeded againft according to the 
“ rules and grounds of warby virtue',pf which order 
of tlie Houfe of Commons only,, anef'without any 
communication that notice might be taken of it, a fervant 

of 
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i.of the King’s, for difcharging the duty of his place, 
was ^executed: which Ihall be anon remembered; all 
which, except the execution of that man, was tranfadted 
during the time of the treaty at Oxford. 

Whofoever remembers the other propofition upon 
which the treaty was founded, and the bills then prefented 
to the King for his royal ail'ent; that there was no 
unrcafonable thing demanded in the nineteen propofitions, 
which was not comprehended in thele fourteen, and 
many additions made, that were not in the former ; that 
tlic}' demanded the total abohtion and extirpation of 
Archbilhops, Bifliops, Deans, and Oiapters, and the 
whole frame of the government of the Churcli; and 
another bill for the calling an Aflembly ot Divines, 
nominated by themfelves, (which was a prefumption, 
as contrary to the policy and government of the kingdom, 
as the moft extravagant ad they had done), confifting of 
perfons the moft deeply engaged in the moft un¬ 
warrantable ads that had been done; and yet his 
Majcfty was required to promife to pafs fuch other bills 
for fettling of church-government, as, upon conlultation 
with tliat Allembly of Divines, fhould be refolvcd on by 
both Houfes of Parliament: tliat all the other bills then 
prefented to the King for his ro}'al ail'ent, and inftfted on 
by their fourth propofition, though they had fpecious 
and po])ular titles, contained many claufes in them 
contrary to common equity, and the right of the fubjed, 
and introduced proceedings very dilferent from the 
known juftice of the kingdom; and therefore, befides 
the time and circumftances of the palling thole adts, 
(when the natipn was in blood), not like to meet with 
his Majcfty’s;.pprobation ; I fay, whofoever remembers 
and conlidcrs.all this, (to fay nothing ol the limitations 
by which their committee were bound, without any 
, 7 . 1 power 
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power of debating, or other capacity than to deliver the*^ 
refolulions of the two Iloufes, and to receive the King’s 
anfwer, which might as efFeftually have been done 
by any one fingle ordinary mefi'enger), cannot, I conceive, 
believe, that the King’s confenting to make any one 
])erfon among them High Admiral of England, would 
liave been a means to have reftored the kingdom to a 
prefent peace, and the King to his juft rights and 
authority. And if all thefe conftderations be not fufii- 
cient to render that l'upj)ofition improbable, that, which 
follows next in order of ftory, will abundantly con¬ 
fute it. 

On Saturday the 15th of April, which was the very 
day on which the treaty cxpiretl at Oxford, being the 
laft of the twenty days which were firft ailigned, and 
to which no im[)ortunity of the King’s could procure an 
addition, the Earl of Eftcx marched with his whole 
TI1C Earl of army from Windfor, and fate down before Reading; 
marches to whicli preparation would not have been fo exadfly made, 
Kethns refolution fo punftually taken, if they had 

April 15. meant any reafonable conceffions from the King ftiould 
»aita;i)of have fruftrated that valr charge, and determined all 
tiic iicaiy. contentions. Tlie Earl had never before been in 

the head of fo gallant an army, which confifted of about 
lixteen thoufand foot, and above three thoufind horfc, 
in as good an equipage, and fupplied with all things 
neceflary for a liege, as could be expebted from an, 
enemy which knew no wants, and had the command 
pf the Tower of London, and all other ftores of the 
kingdom. In the town were above three thoufand foot, 
and a regiment of horfe conlifting of ncaii three hundred; 
the fortifications were very mean to enVvre a formed 
fiege, being made only to fecure a winter quarter, an(| 
never intended for a ftanding garrifon. And it is very 

true, 
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irue, that it was refolved at a council of war at Oxford, 
>»“ that before the end of April,” (before which time it was 
cotH'cived the enemy would not adventure to take the 
field) “ Sir Arthur Allon fliould flight thofc works, 
“ and draw off his garrifon to the Kingand that 
which made it lefs able to bear a flege, than the weakncfs 
of their w'orks, was tlicir want of ammunition ; for they 
had not forty barrels of jiowder; which could have held 
a brifk and a daring enemy but a fliort time. And as 
this dcfcft proceeded not from want of forefiglit, I'o it 
was not capable of being fupplied, at leaft in that 
proportion as was worthy the name of a fupply. For 
the King had no port to friend, by which he could 
bring ammunition to Oxford ; neitiier had he been yet 
able to fet up any manufiirilure for any conflderable 
fupply. So that what he brought up with him after the 
battle of Edgehill, which was tlie remainder of the 
four hundred barrels brought by the fhip called the 
Providence, before the fetting up of his ftandard, had 
ferved for all his expeditions, being diftributed into 
the feveral garrifons; and was frill to furnilTi all his 
growing occafions ; and that magazine now at Reading 
(which w^as no greater than is before mentioned) was yet 
double to what w'as in any other jilacc, Oxford only 
excepted ; w'hcrein, at this time, there was not above 
one hundred barrels of powder, and in no one [ilace 
match proportionable to that little powder; and this 
defedl is wholly to be imputed to the lowncfs and 
ftraitnefs of the King’s condition; for there was no 
want of induftry, but all imaginable care and pains 
taken to prevent and fupply it. 

Notwithftanding all thefe difficulties, the town looked 
upon the enemy w-ith courage and contempt enough ; 
and, to fay the truth, both officers and foldiers were as 
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good, as in the infancy of a war could be expefted; 
and they had no apprehenfion of want of vidlual, with 
which they were abundantly ftored. The foldiers 
without were, for the moft part, newly levied, and 
few of their officers acquainted with the way and 
order of afi'aulting towns; and this was the firft liege 
that happened in England. Upon the firff fitting dov.at 
before it, after they had taken a full view of the ground, 
their General advifed with his council of war, in what 
manner he fhould ])roceed, whether by afiault, or 
approach ; in w-hich there was great dirx'rfity of opinions. 

The works were weak ; the numltcr of the aflailants 
“ fufficient j all materials in readinefs; they believed 
the foldiers in the town full of apprehenfions, and 
“ a very confidcrable party of the inhabitants difafledted 
“ to the garrifon, who in the time of a Iform would 
be able to beget a great diftra(hion. dhey might be 
“ able to llorm it in fo many places at once, tliat the 
“ number of the foldiers within w'ould not be able-to 
“ defend all: and if they prevailed in any one, their 
“ whole body of horfe might enter, and be immediately 
mafiers of the town : if they prevailed this way, their 
“ armf)f w'ould have that reputation, and carry that terror 
“ w ith it, that no power of the King’s would hereafter be 
“ able to abide it; but they might march over the 
“ kingdom, and fubdue every part of it: whereas if 
“ they delayed their work, and proceeded by w'ay of 
“ ajrproach, thole in the town would recover heart, 
“ and, after they had digefted the prefent fears and 
“ apprehenfions, contemn their danger; and their own 
“ foldiers, who were yet frefh and vigorous, wxnild 
“ every day abate in courage, and their numbers in a 
“ few weeks lefien as much by ficknefs and duty, as 
'* they ilioukl probably do by an aliiiult.” On the 

other 
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‘^wher hand it was objedled, “ that the army confifted 
of new ler ies,” (and in trutli there were not, of all 
tli^ gallant army that was at lulgehill, among the 
foot, three thoufand men), “who would be hardly 
“ brought to begin U|)on fo defperate fervice; that it 
“ was the only army the Parliament had, upon which all 
“ their hojtes and welfare dejtendcd; and if in the 
•• fpring it dioiild receive an eminent foil, they would 
“ jiot recover their couraoe attain all the himmer. 
“ I'liat they were not only to look upon the taking of 
“ Reading, but, purfuing that in a reafonable way, to 
“ keep themlelves in a pofture and condition to end the 
“ war by a battle with all the King’s forces; which 
“ would no doubt apply themlelves to their relief; aiul 
“ no place under heaven could be fo commodious for 
“ them to try their fortune in, as that. Whereas if they 
“ fitould liaftily engaj!e themlelves u|>on an alliiulf, anti 
“ receive a repull'e, and nrould be afterwards forced to 
“ rife to fight with the King, they fliould never make 
“ their men Hand; and then their caufe was loll.” 
As for the danger of ficknefs among the foldiers, who 
were not acquainted with hardfliip, it was urgetl, “ that 
“ though it were earlier in the year than the armies 
“ ufually marched into the field, yet they had much 
“ better accommodation and provilion than armies life 
“ to have; their horfc (to whom that time of the year is 
“ commonly moR hazartlous, through the want of 
“ forage) being plentifully jirovided for with hay and 
“ oats by the benefit of the river, and all fiipplies being 
“ fent for the foot out of London.” 

And in truih it is hardly credible what vaft quantities 
(befides the provilions made in a very regular way by 
the commiliioncrs) of excellent vidltial ready drefled 
were ew-. -day lent in waggons and carts from London 

7 , 4 to 
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to the army, upon the voluntary contributions from 
private families, according to their affeftions to the* 
good work in hand; the common people being .per- 
fuaded, that the taking of Reading would deftroy all the 
King’s hopes of an army, and that it would be taken in 
very few days. Upon thefe arguments and debates, 
(in which all thefe rcafons were conlidcred on both lides), 
the major part of the council inclined, and with that the 
General conijjiied, to purfue the buftnefs by approach. 
It was reported, tliat the offirers of horfe in the council 
were all for a ftorm, and the foot officers for approaching. 
The chief care and overfight of the approaches was 
committed to Philip Skipjtou, a ntan often mentioned 
in the lirft part of this hilhuy, who had been an old 
officer, and of good experic'iice in the Low Countries, and 
was now made Scrjcant-Major-Gcneral of the army, by 
the abfolutc power of the two ! loufes, and without the 
cheerlul concurrence of the Earl of Eflex; though 
Sir John Merrick, who had executed that place .by 
his Lordffiip’s choice from the beginning, was preferred 
to lic General of the ordnatice. 

The approaches advanced very fall, the ground being 
in ail places as lit for that work as could be, and the 
town lying fo low, that they had eaiily raifed many 
batteries, from wltcncc they fliot their caimon into 
the town at a near dillance, but without any conliderable 
execution; there being tew'cr loft by that fervicc than 
will be believed, and but one man of note, Lieutenant 
Colonel D’Ew's, a young man of notable courage and 
vivacity, who had his leg fliot off by a cannon bullet, of 
which he fpeedily and very cheerfully died. From 
the town there were frequent fallies with good fuccels; 
and, yery many foldiers, and fome officers, of the enemy 
were killed i more, hurt; who iverc fent to holpitals 

near 
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near London; and thofe that were fent to London, at 
^many cart-loads were, were brought in the night, and 
drfpofed with great fccrccy, that the citizens might take 
no notice of it: the ftratagems of this kind are too 
ridiculous to be particularly fet dowli, though purfued 
then with great induilry, infomuch as fome were punilh- 
ed for reporting tliat there were many foldiers killed 
and hurt before Reading ; and it was a mark of ma¬ 
lignity to believe reports; fo unlit the people 

were to be trufted wuit all truths. 

Within a week after the beginning of the fiege. Sir 
Arthur Afton the Governor being in a court of guard 
neartlie line which was ncarcli to the enemy’s ajjproaclies, 
a cannon Hiof accidentally liglited upon the top of it, 
w'hich was covered with brick-tilc, a piece w'hcreof, the 
fliot going through, hit the Governor in the head, and 
made that imprelhon uj)on him, that his fenfes fliortly 
failed him, fo that he was not only di fabled afterw'ards 
from executing in his own perfon, but incompetent for 
counfel or direftion ; ib that the chief command was 
devolved to Colonel Richard Ihclding, w'ho was the 
eldeft Colonel of the garrifon. This accident was then 
thought of great misfortune to the King, for there w'as 
not in his army an officer of greater reputation, and of 
whom the enemy had a greater dread. I’he next night 
after this accident, but before it was known at Oxford, 
a party from thence under the command of Mr. Wilmot, 
the Lieutenant General of the horfe, without any 
fignal oppofition, put in a fiipply of powder, and a 
regiment of five hundred foot into the town, and 
received advertifement from thence of the Governor’s 
hurt, and that they muft ex])e(R to be relieved within a 
week, beyond which time they fltould not be able to 
hold out.. How ill the King was provided for fucli an 

expedition, 
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expedition, will beft appear by remembering how his 
forces were then fcartered, and the prefent pofture ^ 
was then in at Oxford. 

The nimble and the fuccefsful marches of Sir William 
Waller, whom we left triumphing in Wales, after his 
Rrange furprife of the Lord Herbert's forces near 
Gloucefter, caufed tlie King to fend Prince Maurice with 
a llrong party of liorl'c and dragoons to attend him, 
who moved from place to place with as great fuccefs as 
fpeed, after his fuccefs at Ilynam; and to make the 
lhame of thofe officers the lefs, with the I'pirit of victory 
doubled upon him, he came before Hereford, a town 
very well affedled, and reafonably well fortified, having a 
ftrong ftone rvall about it, and fome cannon, and there 
being in it fome foldiers of good reputation, and many 
gentlemen of honour and tpiality; and three or four 
hundred foldiers, befides the inhaitilants well armed ; 
yet, without the lofs of one man on cither fide, to the ad¬ 
miration of all who then heard it, or have ever fince heard 
lof it, he perfuaded them fairly to gis e up the towai, and 
yield themfelves prifoners upon quarter; which they 
did, and were prefently by him lent for their better 
fecurity to Brillol. 

From thence he marched to Worcefter, where hiS 
conquefts met fome ftoj); for, though the town was not 
fo ftrong, nor the garrifon fo great, (I mean of foldiers; 
for the inhabitants were more), as Hereford, nor one 
officer in k of more experience than he had gotten this 
unhappy w'ar, the inhabitants had the courage to refolvc 
not to admit any fummons or meft'enger from him ; and 
when his drum, againft all figns made to him from the 
walls not to approach, did notwithftanding refufc to 
return without delivering his meft'age, tlicv Ihot at him, 
wid killed him ; and when Sir A^’illiam Waller himfelf, 
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to revenge that affront, marched .witli his whole body 
;f^wards them, (there being only an old gate, without 
bri%e or work, before it, to hinder his entrance into the 
town), they entertained him fo roughly, that he was 
forced to retire with the lofs of fome officers, and about 
twenty common men ; after which, his men having not 
been accuftomed to fuch ulage, he got over the Severn 
again, and, with quick night marches, fo avoided Prince 
Maurice, (who took no kii; pains to meet with him), that 
with fome few light fkirmifhcs, in which he received 
fmall lofs, he carried his party fafe. and full of reputation, 
through Gloucefter to the Earl of Effex’s army before 
Heading; himfclf being lent for to London, upon a 
defign that mull: be hereafter mentioned. 

The great want at Oxford (if any one particular 
might deferve that ftyle, where all necelfary things w'cre 
w'anted) was ammunition ; and the only hope of fupply 
was from the North; yet the paffiige from thence fo 
dangerous, that a party little inferior in ftrength to an 
army was necelfary to convey it; for, though the Earl of 
Newcaftle, at that time, was mafter of the field in York- 
fhire, yet the enemy was much fuperior in all the 
counties bettveen that county and Oxford ; and had 
planted many garrifons fo near all the roads, that the 
moft private melfengers travelled with great hazard, 
three being intercepted for one that efcaped. To clear 
thefe obftruftions, and not without the defign of 
guarding and waiting on the Queen to Oxford, if her 
Majelly were ready for that journey, at leall: to fecure a 
necelfary fupply of powder. Prince Rupert refolved in Prince 
perfon to march towards the North, and about then,“*rchcs 
beginning of April (the treaty being then at Oxford, 
and there being hopes that it would have produced a 
good effedV, at leaft that the Earl of Effex would not 

have 
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have taken the field till May) his Highnefs, with a party 
of tivelve hundred horfe and dragoons, and fix or fev^- 
hundred foot, marched towards Litchfield ; which if he 
could reduce, and fettle there a garrifon for the King, lay 
molt convenient for that northern communication ; and 
would with it difiblve other little adjacent holds of the 
enemy’s, whicii contributed much to their interruption. 
In his way thither, he was to march through Bromicham, 
a town in Warwicklhire before mentioned, and of as 
great fame for hearty, wilful, affedled difloyalty to the 
King, as any place in England. It is before remember^ 
that the King in his march from Shrewlbury, notwSI 
ftanding the eminent malignity of that people, had 
Ihewcd as eminent compaflion to them ; not giving 
way that they fhould fulTer by the undifiinguilhing 
licenfe of the foldicr, or Iry the feveriry of his own 
juftice; which clemency of his found fo unequal a 
return, that, the next day after his remove thence, the 
inhabitants of that place feized on his carriages, wherein 
were his own plate and furniture, and conveyed them 
to W.arwick caftle ; and had from that time, with un- 
ufual induflry and vigilance, apprehended all meffengers 
who were employed, or llirpe(^lcd to be fo, in the King’s 
fervice; and though it was nevei made a garrifon by 
diredlion of the Parliament, being built in fuch a form, 
as was indeed haidly capable of being fortified, yet they 
had fo great a define to diftinguilh themfelvcs from the 
King’s good fubjedls, that they call: up little flight works 
at both ends of the town, and barricadoed the reft, and 
voluntarily engaged themfelves not to admit any inter- 
courfe with the King’s forces. 

In this pofture Prince Rupert now found them, having 
in the town with them at that time a troop of horfe, 
belonging to the garrifon of Litchfield, which was grown 
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|o that ftrength, that it infefted thofc parts exceedingly; 
ail'd would in a Ihort time have extended itfelf to a 
powerful jurifdidlion. His Highnefs hardly believing 
it poflible, that, when they fliould difeover his power, 
they would offer to make refiftance, and being lui- 
willing to receive interruption in his more important 
defign, fent his Quarter Matters thither to take up his 
lodging; and to afflire them, “ that if they behaved 
“ themfelves peaceably, they fhould not fuffer for what 
“ was pattbut they had not confidence good enough 
to believe him, and abfolutely refufed to let him quarter 
in the town; and from their little works, with mettle 
equal to their malice, they difeharged their fhot upon 
him; but they were quickly overpowered, and Ibmc 
parts of the town being fired, they were not able to 
contend with both enemies; and, dittratted between takes Bfe. 
both, ttiffercd the afl'ailant to enter without much lofs 
who took not that vengeance upon them they deferved, 
but made them expiate their tranfgrcflions with paying 
a left muldl than might have been expedled from their 
wealth, if their wickednefs had been lett. 

In the entrance of this town, and in the too eager 
piirfuit of that loofe troop of horfc that was in it, the 
Earl of Denbigh (who from the beginning of tlic war, 
with unwearied pains, and exadl fubmiflion to difeipline 
and order, had been a volunteer in Prince Kupert’s 
troop, and been engaged with fingular courage in all 
enterprizes of danger) was unfortunately wounded with 
many hurts on the head and body with fwords and poll- 
axes ; of which, within two or three days, he died. 

Had it not been for this ill accident, (and to remember 
the dilmal inequality of this contention, in which always 
fomc Ear), or perfon of great honour or fortune, fell, 
wbtn, after the mott fignal vidfor}' over the other fide, 

there 
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there was feldom loft a man of any known family, or of 
other reputation, than of paffion for the caufe in whicTi 
he fell), I fhould not have mentioned an aftion of fo 
little moment, as was this of Bromicham: which I lhall 
yet enlarge witli the remembrance of a clergyman, who 
was here killed at the entering of the town, after he had 
jiot only refufed quarter, but provoked the foldier by 
the moft odious ret ilings and reproaches of the perfon 
and honour of the King, that can be im^ined, and 
renouncing all allegiance to him; in whofe pockets 
were founil fcveral papers of memorials of his own 
obfeene and fcurrilous behaviour with feveral women, 
in fuch loofe expreflions, as modeft ears cannot endure. 
This man was the principal governor and incendiary 
of the rude people of that place againft their Sovereign. 
So full a qualification was a heightened meafure of 
malice and difloyalty for this fervice, that it weighed 
down the infamy of any other lewd and vicious be¬ 
haviour. 

From Bromicham, the Prince, without longer ftay 
than to remove two or three flight garrifons in the way, 
which made \-ery little rcfiftance, marched to Litchfield, 
and ealily poffelled himfelf of the town, which lay open 
to all comers; but the clofe (containing the cathedral 
chtircli and all the clergymen’s houfes) w'as ftrongly 
fortified, and refolved againft him. The wall, about 
which there was a broad and deep moat, was fo thick 
and ftrong, that no battery the Prince could raife would 
make any impreffton; the Governor, one Colonel 
Koufwell, very refolute ; and the garrifon of fuch men 
as were moft tranfported with fupcrftitioii to tlie caufc 
in which they engaged, and in number equal to the 
ground they were to keep, and their provifions ample 
for a longer time titan it was fit the Prince fliould ilay 

Itcfore 
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before it. So that it was believed, when his Highnefs 
Bad in vain endeavoured to procure it by treaty, he 
would not have engaged before it; for his ftrengtli 
conlifted, upon the matter, wholly in horfe; his foot 
;md dragoons being an inconfiderable force for fuch an 
attempt. But whether the difficulties were not throughly 
difeerned and weighed at firft, or whether the im¬ 
portance of the place w'as tliought fo great, that it was 
worth an equal hazard and adventure, he rcfolved not 
to move till he had tried the uttermofl; and, to that 
purpofe, drew what addition of force he could out of 
the country, to ftrengthen his handful of foot; and 
perfuaded many..officers and volunteers of the horfe to 
alight, and bear their parts in the duty; with wliicli 
they cheerfully and gallantly complied ; and in lefs than 
ten days he had drawn the moat dry, and prepared two 
bridges for the graff. The belieged omitted nothing 
that could be performed by vigilant and bold men; 
and killed and wounded many of the bellegers; and 
difappointed and fpoiled one mine they had prejrared. 
In the end, early in the morning, the Prince having 
prepared all things in rcadinefs for the aflault, he fprung 
another mine; which fuccceded according to wifh, and 
made a breach of twenty foot in the wall, in a place Icaft 
fufpefted by thole within; yet they dedended it with all 
poffible courage and refolution, and killed and hurt very 
many; fome, officers of prime quality ; whereof the 
Lord Digby, Colonel Gerrard, Colonel Wagftaffe, and 
Major Leg, were the chief of the wounded; and when 
'they had entered the breach, they continued the difpute 
fo fiercely within, (the narrownefs of the breach, and the 
afeent, not fuffering many to enter together, and no 
horfe being able to get over), that after they had killed 
Colonel^'Clher, and fome other good officers, arid taken 

others 
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others prifoners, (for both Colonel WagftafFe and 
William Leg were in their hands), they compelled the 
Prince to confent to very honourable conditions; which 
he readily yielded to, as thinking himfelf a gainer by the 
fifW^and" garrifon marched out with fair 

teturns to refpedl, and the Prince’s teftimony of their having made- 
the King. ^ (-ourageous defence; his Highnefs being very glad of 
his conqueft, though the purchafe had Ihrewdly fh^en 
his troops, and robbed him of many officers and foldiers 
he much valued. At this time, either the day before 
or the day after this aftion. Prince Rupert received a 
politive order from the King, “ to make all poffible 
“ hafte, with all the ftrength he had, and all he could 
“ draw together from thofe parts, to the relief of 
“ Readingwhich was in the danger we but now left 
it. Upon which his Highnefs, committing the govern¬ 
ment of Litchfield to Colonel Baggot, a fon of a good 
and powerful family in that county, and appointing jiis 
troops to make what hafte was poffible after him, himfelf 
with a few fervants came to Oxford to attend the King, 
tvhom he found gone towards Reading. 

The importunity from that garrifon for relief w^iis fo 
peremptory, and the concernment fo great in their 
prefervation, that the King found it would not beait' the 
neceflary delay of Prince Rupert’s returning wdth his 
forces; and therefore his Majefty in perfon, with thofe 
horfe and foot which he could fpeedily draw together, 
leaving very few behind him in Oxford, or in any other 
garrifon, advanced towards Reading; hoping, ami that 
was the utmoft of his hope, that he might, with the 
alRftance of the garrifon, be able to force 6ne quarter, 
and fo draw out his men; and by the advantage of 
thofe rivers which divided the enemy, and by the pafles, 
be alfie to retire to Oxford; for being joined,'he could 

‘ not 
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not have equalled one half of the enemy’s army. When 
the King drew near the town, the day being paffed 
whereon they had been promifed, or had promifed them- 
felves, relief, he was encountered by a party of the enemy, 
which defended their poll, wiio being quickly feconded 
by fupplies of horfe and foot from all their quarters, after 
a very fharp conflid, in which many fell on both fides, 
the King’s party, commanded by the Earl of Forth him- 
felf, (the General), conlifting of near one thoufand muf- 
queteers, were forced to retire to their body; which 
they did the fooner, becaufe thofe of the town made no 
femblance of endeavouring to join with them; which 
was what they principally relied upon. The reafon of 
that was, the garrifon, not feeing their relief coming, had 
fent for a parley to the enemy, which was agreed to, 
with a truce for fo many hours, upon which hoftages 
were delivered; and a treaty begun, when the King 
came to relieve it. Upon the view of the enemy’s 
ftrength and intrench ment, all were of opinion that the 
fmall forces of the King would not be able to raife the 
liege, or to join with thofe in the town; and in this me¬ 
lancholic conclufion his Majefty retired for the prefent, 
refolving to make any other reafonable attempt the next 
day. In the mean time, fome foldiers found means to 
efcape out of the town, and Colonel h’ieldlng himfelf 
in the night came to the King, and told him the ftate 
they were in; and “ that they were in treaty, and bc- 
“ lieved he might have very good conditions, and liberty 
“ to march away with all their arms and baggage 
which was fo welcome news, that the King bid him, 
Prince Rupert being then prefent, “ that, if he could 
“ procure fuch conditions, he Ihould accept themfor 
indeed the men and the arms were all that tlye King de- 
voL. ij/'P. I. A a Ihed, 
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fired, the lofs of either of which was like to prove fatal 
to him. The King continued ftill at Ncttlebeck, a vil¬ 
lage fcven or eight miles diftant from Reading, to attend 
tlic (iiccefs of the treaty; rcfolving, if it fuccc*eded not, 
to try the utmoft again for their redemption: but all 
men praying heartily for liberty to march off upon the 
treaty, the next day thcl'c articles were agreed on. 
readin- 1. “That tlic governor, commanders, and foldicrs, 
iTporirtu “ i^oth horfe and foot, might march out with flying co¬ 
cks, April a arnts, and four pieces of ordnance, ammunition, 
“ bag and baggage, light match, bullet in mouth, 
“ drums beating, and trumpets Ibunding. 

2. “ That they might luo'e free paflage to his Ma- 
“ jefty’s city of Oxford, without interruption of any of 
“ the forces under the command of his Excellency the 
“ E.arl of Effex; [irovided the faid governor, command- 
“ ers, and foldiers, ufe no hoftility until they come to 
“ Oxford. 

3. “ That what perfons were accidentally come to the 
“ town, and fliut up by the liege, might have liberty 
“ to pals wiihout interruption; fuch perfons only ex- 
“ cepted, as had run away from the army under the 
“ command of tlie Earl of Eflex. 

4. “ That they fltall have fifty carriages for baggage, 
“ lick, and hurt men. 

5. “ That the inhabitants of the town of Reading 
“ Ihould not be prejudiced in their eftates, or perfons, 
“ either by plundering or imprifonment; and tliat they 
“ w'ho would leave the town, might har'c free leave, and 
“ paflage, lafely to go to w'haf place they would, with 
“ their goods, within the fpace of lix weeks after the 
“ furrender of the towai. 

6. “ Tliat the garrifon lltould quit the town by 

■ “ twelve 
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“ tiwlve of the clock the next morning; and tliat the 
“ EarKof Effex Ihould provide a guard for the fecurity 
“ of the garrifon foldiers, when they begun to march,” 

Upon thefe articles, ligned by the Earl of Edex, the 
town was delivered on the 27th day of A])ril, (being 
within a fortnight after the fiege begun), and the gar¬ 
rifon marched to the King, who ftayed for them, and 
with him to Oxford. But at their coming out of the 
town, and palfing through the enemy's guards, the fol- 
tliers.were not only reviled, and reproachfully ufed, but 
many'of them difarmed, and moll of the waggons plun¬ 
dered, in the prefence of the Earl of Elfex himfelf, and 
the chief officers; who feemed to be oliended at it, and 
not to be able to prevent it; the unrulinefs of the common 
men being fo great. As this breach of the articles was 
very notorious and incxcufable, fo it was made the rile, 
foundation, and excufe for barbarous injullice of the 
fame kind throughout the greateft part of the war; info- 
much as the King’s foldiers afterward, when it was their 
part to be precife in the obfervation of agreements, mu- 
tinoufly remembered the violation at Reading, and 
thereupon exercifed the fime licenfe; from thence, ei¬ 
ther fide having fomewhat to objedl to the other, the 
requifite honefly and juftice of obferving condititais was 
mutually, as it were by agreement, for a long time after 
violated. 

There had been, in the fecret committee for the car- 
rt’ing on the war, forming thofe defigns, and adminiftcr- 
jng to the expences thereof, a long debate with great 
difference of opinion, whether they fhould not march 
direiflly witli their army to befiege Oxford, where the 
King and the Court was, rather than Reading; and if 
they had ^aken that refolution, as Mr. Ilambden, and 
all thev -vho delired Hill to ftrike at lire root, very ear- 
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neftly inlifted upon, without doubt they had put the 
King’s alFars into great confulion. For, befides that 
Oxford was not tolerably fortified, nor the garrifon well 
provided for, the court, and multitude of nobility, and 
ladies, and gentry, with which it was inhabited, bore any 
kind of alarm very ill. But others, who did not yet 
think their army well enough compofed to refill all 
temptations, nor enough fubducd in their inclinations to 
loyalty, and reverence towards the perfon of the King, 
had no mind it fhoiild beficgc the very place where the 
King himfclf was; and the Earl of Eflex himfclf, who 
was yet the foul of the army, had no mind to that enter- 
prilc: and fo the army marched, as hath been faid, di* 
redlly to Reading, with the fuccefs that is mentioned. 

Though, at the inllant, the Parliament was highly 
pleafed with the getting the town, and the King as well 
contented, when he faw his entire garrifon fafely joined 
to the reft of his army, (for it cannot be denied the. joy 
was univerfal through the King’s quarters, upon the af- 
furance that they had recovered near four thoufand good 
men, whom they had given for loft), yet, according, to 
the viciffitudes in war, when the accounts are call up, 
cither party grew quickly diflatisfied with its fuccefs. 
The King was no fooner returned to Oxford, but, upon 
conference between the officers and foldiers, there grew 
a whifper, “ that there had not been fair carriage, and 
“ that Reading had been betrayed,” and from thence 
made a noife through Oxford ; and the very next day, 
and at the fame time, Colonel Fielding, upon whom 
the difeourfes refledled, came to the King to delirC) 

“ that an account might be taken of the whole bufinefa 
“ at a council of war for his vindicationand the 
common foldiers, in a diforderly manner, “ to require juf- 
“ tice againft liim for betraying and delivering: up the 
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t^wn to the rebels which they avowed with fo much 
confH|lence, with the mention of fome particulars, “ a» 

“ the Having frequent intercourfe with the Earl of Eflex, 

“ and hihdering and forbidding the foldiers to iflue out 
“ of the town to join with the King, when he came to 
“ relieve them, although their officers had drawn them 
“ up to that purpofe, and were ready to lead them 
and the like; with fome raffi and paffionate words 
difrefpedfful to his Majefty; fo that he gave prefent 
order for his commitment, and trial at a court of war; coionci 
the King himfelf being marvelloufly incenfed againftJ^‘‘,J;J"’,*’'i^ 
him, for that claufe in the third article, which pavc''‘^'''‘'‘^f“f 
liberty to all who were accidentally come to tlic town, rcndci. 
and ffiut up by the fiege, to pafs without interruption, 
wherein there was an exception of fuch perfons who had 
run away from the Earl of Effex’s army, and by virtue 
of that exception fome foldiers were taken after tlie 
rendering of the town, and were executed. And though 
the Colonel excufed himfelf, “ as being no more 
“ concerned to anfwer for the articles, than every member 
“ of the council of war, by which they were agreed 
yet it was alledged, “ that the council of war had been 
induced to confent to thofe articles, upon the Colonel’s 
“ averment, that the King had feen them, and approved 
“ of them.” Whereas his Majefty had never feen any 
articles in writing, but only confented, that they fhould 
march away with their arms and baggage, if tlie enemy 
agreed to thofe conditions. I have not known the King 
more afflided, than he was with that claufe, which he 
called no Icfs “ than giving up thofe poor men, who, out 
“ of confcience of their rebellion, had betaken themfelves 
“ to his protedfion, to be mafiacred and murdered by 
“ the rebels, whom they had deferredand, for the 
vindication,of himfelf therein, he immediately publifhed 
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a proclamation, in which he took notice of that claife ; 
and declared to all the world, 

“ That he was not privy to, or, in the leafV degree, 
“ confenting to that exception, but held the fime moft 
“ prejudicial to his fervice, and derogatory to his 
“ honour; and that he would always choofe to run any 
“ hazard or danger, the violence or treafon of his 
“ enemies could threaten, or bring upon him, rather 
“ than he would withdraw or deny his proteftioh to 
“ any, who, being convinced in their confcicnce of 
“ their difloyalty, fhould return to their duty, and 
“ betake themlelves to liis fcrvicc. And as jfee had 
“ referred to a court of war tiic full examiua,ti()^jf'all 
“ the particular proceedings, in the delivery of tEkt town, 
“ that juflice might be done accordingly; fo he did 
“ declare, that he would always proceed with all 
“ feverity againft fuch, as fhould, by the like dif- 
“ honourable conditions, expofe hisfuhjedls, and bereave 
“ them of his prote(ffion that had returned to -their 
“ obedience to him.” 

At die trial, it was .objedlcd againft the Colonel, 
“ that the (own might have been longer defended, 
“ there being want of no ncceflary proviflon, and as 
“ much powder, at the gi' ing it up, as there was when 
“ the enemy came firft before it; for, bcfidcs the firft 
“ fupply, fixteen barrels were put in during the fkirmifh, 
“ when the King came to relieve it: that fcveral 
“ colonels prefled veiy^ earneftly to fally, when the 
“ King’s forces were engaged, and that they were 
“ exprefsly hindered and forbidden by him: that he 
“ frequently gave his pafs to a woman to go out of the 
“ town', who went into the Earl of Eflex’s army, and 
“ returned again : that he perfuaded the council of war 
“ to confent to the articles, by protefting that the King 

“ had 
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l^d well approved them, and reproached tbofe 
“ oncers who were of another opinionwith Ibme 
other pVticulars of licenfe and pallion, which reflefted 
more upon his difcretion, than hds honefty, or condubf. 

He juftified himfelf “ to have done nothing towards 
“ the delivery of the place, but upon full confideration, 
“advice, and approbation of the council of war: that 
“ he was in his own confcicnce and judgment fatisfied, 
“ that the fubftance of the aitides were advantageous 
“ for his Majefty’s fervicc ; and though it was true, by 
“ that laft lupply of ammunition, their ftore was near as 
“ much as when the fiege begun ; yet it was in all but 
“ thirty-two barrels, winch would have Lifted but few 
“ hours, if the enemy, who had approached within little 
“ more than piftol-fhot of feme parts of their works, 
“ fhould attack them in that manner as they had rcafon 
“ to expeft ; and if they had held out longer, when it 
“ had appeared that the King was not ftrong enough to 
“ relieve them, they fhould not have been admitted to 
“ fuch conditions: and therefore, that he believed a 
“ hazard of fo great a concernment w'as not to be run, 
“ when he well knew his Majefty’s former refolution of 
“ flighting the garrifon ; and that it would not be now 
“ done above a fortnight fooner than evas intended : that 
“ he had no knowledge of his Majefty’s approach, till 
“ the forces were engaged, when a truce was concluded, 
“ and their hoftages in the enemy’s hands; and there- 
“ fore, that he conceived it againft the law of arms to 
“ make any attempt from the tow'n; and before they 
“ could fufficiently deliberate it in council, his Majefty’s 
“ forces retired: that the woman, to whom he ga\ c a 
“ pafs, was one he often employed as a fpy, with very 
“ good effedf ; and he did believe, the advantage he 
“ received by it was greater than fhe could carry to the 
A a 4 “ enemy 
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enemy by any information flie could give: that" he 
“ did perfuade the council of war to confent to the 
“ conditions, becaufe he believed them very ly'ofitable 
“ to his Majefty, and he had averred only his Majefty’s 
“ approbation of the general fubftance of the articles, 
“ never applied it to the claufe of the third article, 
“ which he much dcfired to have altered, but could not 
“ obtain the confent of the enemy. If he had been 
“ intemperate, or paffionate to any, who were of another 
“ opinion, or had ufed any paffionate expreffions in the 
“ debate, it proceeded only from his zeal to the fervice, 
“ and his apprelieniion of the lofs of fo many good 
“ men, upon whom he well knew the King much 
“ depended: that he might have committed mah^' 
“ indiferetions, for which he delired pardon, but had 
“ not failed in point of fidelity: that, by the unfortunate 
“ hurt of the Governor, the command was devolved 
“ upon him by his right of feniority, not any ambitious 
“ defign of his own : that he had, from time to time, 
“ acquainted Sir Arthur Afton with the ftate and 
“ condition they were in ; and though his indifpofition 
“ of health was fuch, that he would not give politivc 
“ orders, he feemed to approve of all that was done ; 
“ and though, for the former reafon, he refufed to fign 
“ the articles, yet they were read to him, and he ex- 
“ preffed no difiike of them.” The truth of it is. Sir 
Arthur Afton was believed by many, not to be in fo 
incompetent a condition to command as he pretended ; 
and that albeit his head was fo much fwoln, that he 
mi^t not in perfon venture upon any execution, yet 
his underftanding, or fenfes, were not much diftempered, 
or difeompofed; and that he only pofitivcly waved 
meddling, out of difiike of the condition they were in. 
And it is true, tliat, when he came to Oxford^ he could 
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fpak as reafonably of any matter, as ever I knew him 
bef^^ or after. 

Notwithftanding all the defence the Colonel could 
make foV himfelf, and that there was not indeed any 
colour of proof, that he had aAed any thing trea- 
cheroufly, he was, upon an article “for not obeying 
“ orders,” (for in this agitation he had received fomc 
fuch, which he had not precifely obferved), “ fentenced 
“ to lofe his headwhich judgment, after long and 
great interceffion, was, in the end, remitted by the King; 
but his regiment difpofed to another; and he never 
reftored to that command. And though he had been 
always before of an unblemifhcd reputation for honcfly 
and courage, and had heartily been engaged from tiie 
beginning of the troubles, and been hurt in the fcrvicc, 
and he appeared afterwards as a volunteer, witli the 
l^me courage, in the moft perilous aftions, and obtained 
a principal command in another of the King’s armies, he 
never recovered the misfortune and blemilh of this 
imputation. And yet I muft profefs for my parr, being 
no ftranger to what was then allcdged and proved on 
either party, I do believe him to have been free fif)m 
any bale compliance with the enemy, or any cowardly 
declenlion of what was reafonablc to be attempted. So 
fatal are all misfortunes, and fo difficult a thing it is to 
play an after-game of reputation, in that nice and 
jealous profeffion. 

The inconveniences .and mifehiefs, that refulted to 
the King from this accident, were greater than w^j|j|| 
that time taken notice of; for from this, the fafticlj|pi 
court, army, and city (which afterwards grew veiy 
troublefome to the King) were dated, and took their 
original; great animolities grew between the officers of 
tlie army; fome being thouglit to have been too 
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paffionatc and folicitous in the profecution of the 
Colonel, and too much to have countenanced the^‘age 
and fury of common foldiers in demanding juftice on 
their officer; for from fuch a kind of clamour it begun. 
Others again were as much condemned for a palpable 
avowed protedfion of him, thereby to fhew their power, 
that a pcrfon they favoured fhould not fufFer; and of 
both thefe, feme were more violent than thejr fhould 
have been; which fcveral inclinations equally pofleffed 
the Court, fomc believing that he was really guilty of 
treacher)’-, though not fo clearly proved ; and therefore 
that, being w'ithin the mere)' of the law', upon another 
article, no mercy ought to be fhewed to him ; others as 
fcally fujrpofing him innocent, and therefore dunking it 
great pity, feverely to take the forfeiture, upon fuch a 
])oinr, ,as feW' officers of the army did not know them- 
ic'lvcs guilty in; thefe fuppofing the former too ftifi |f 
rigour and uncharitablenefs; and they again accufing 
the other of too much lenity and indulgence.; whilft 
many gentlemen of honour and quality, w'hofe fortunes 
were embarked with the King, grew' extremely jealous, 
that the Parliament had corrupted fome of the King’s 
(officers with rewards, and that others had power to 
j)rotcdf tlicm from punifluucnt and difeovery ; and the 
Jitldicrs again as much incenfed, that their lives muft be 
I'acrificed, upon calual and accidental trefpaffes, to the 
animofity and jealoufy of thofe who run not the fam? 
dangers with them. 

jUt thefe indifpofitions and diftempers were the 
s of the exigents of that time, (1 with the humours 
had been impaired when the times mended), and very 
many, who law the King’s condition very low in an 
inftant, and believed the rebels to be moll flourifhinsr, 
would look no farther for a reafon, than the lofs of 

Reading ; 
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Reading; though they had all {till but the town; 
whrrh was never intended to be kept. It is mofl- certain, 
that the King himfclf was fo far from believing the 
condition he was in to be tolerable, that, upon the news 
of the l^rl of Eflex’s advance towards Oxford, wdthin 
four or live days after the lofs of Reading, he once 
refolved, and that by the advice of the chief officers of 
his army, to march away towards the north, to join with 
the Earl of Newcadle. And if the liarl of Eliex Iiad, 
at that time, but made any fhew of moving with his 
whole body that way, I do verily perfuade m}'felf, 
Oxford itlelf, and all the other garrifons of thofe parts, 
had been quitted to them : but thofe fears were quickly 
compofed, by an afTurance of the Earl’s ftay at Reading; 
and that he was not in a polture for a prelent march, 
and th.it liis numbers had been fhrewdly lelfened by tlie 
liege: whereupon the King'refolved to abide him, and 
give him battle about Oxford, if he advanced ; and, in 
the mean time, encamped his foot upon the down, about 
a mile from Abingdon ; which was the head quarter for 
his horfe. 

When the feafon of the 3'ear grew ripe for taking tlic 
field, the Earl of Eflex found that his too early march 
had nothing advanced his affiiirs; the foldiers having 
performed fo ftridl duty, and lodging upon the ground, 
in froft and rain, before Reading, had produced great 
ficknefs and difeafes in his army, which had wafted 
abundance of his men ; fo that he w'anted rather another 
winter quarter to recover and recruit his men, than an 
opportunity to engage them in aeftion ; which he found 
would be too often adminiftered. He fent daily im¬ 
portunities to the Parliament for fupplies of all kinds, 
which they were not enough furniftied with to fatisfy 
Jtim; new divifions and animofities arofe there, to 

perplex 
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perplex their counfels. Tlicir triumph upon the taldng 
of Reading, which they had celebrated with loud feftb/ity, 
and made the city believe, that all thofe benefits would 
attend it, which they knew would be moft gfateful to 
them, appeared now without any fruit; the King had all 
his forces and army entire, and had only loft a town that 
he never meant to keep, and which they knew not what 
to do with ; and was now ready to come into the field, 
when theirs was deftitute of health, and all thofe 
accommodations, which muft enable them to march: 
and their General every day reiterated his complaints, 
and reproached them with the unlkilful orders they had 
fent him, by which, againft all the advice and arguments 
he had given them, he was reduced to that extremity. 

I’lie difrcfpetftful and abfurd breaking off the treaty 
v'ith the King was urged by their commiffioners; w'ho 
thought thcmfelves dilobliged by it, and publifhed the 
King's gracious difpofition, and the temper of the council 
in Oxford, to be different from what the Parliament 
tlcfircd it fiiould be believed. They complained of 
jcaloufies which had been entertained of their integrity; 
and the Earl of Northumberland, having difeovered, as is 
faid before, that Harry Marlin had opened a letter, 
which he had writ from Oxford to his lady, took him 
afide, after a conference in the Painted Chamber between 
the two Houfes, and queftioned him upon it; and the 
other gising him fomc rude anfwers in juftification of 
what he had done, the Earl cudgelled him in that 
prefence; upon which many fwords were drawn, to the 
great reproach and fcandal of the Parliament. 

Thefe and the like inftances of diftradion and con- 
fufion brought the reputation of that party low; and 
made it looked upon, as like to deftroy itfelf without 
an enemy; whilft the King’s party, at that diftance, 
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feeriied to be more united, and to have recovered their 
I'pirits, of which they received frequent evidence by the 
news of fcme of their quarters being beat up, and many 
of their men loft by the unexpedled incurfions of the 
Kmg’s horfe ; whereof fome parties, by night marches, 
and unufual lanes, went often near London, and took 
many prifoners, who thought themfelves fecure, in their 
houfes, and in journeys they made ; who were put to 
ranfom themfelves with good fums of money: fo that, 
after all thofe mountains of promifes, and undertakings, 
the wants were greater, and the city more importuned 
for money, and the Parliament vilibly more necellitated 
for want of it, than they had been before; and inftcad 
of difperfing the King’s army, and bringing the King 
back to his Parliament, a fudden diredlion was given, 
and a vigorous execution of that direction was begun, to 
draw a line about the cities of London and Weftminfter, 
and to fortify it; left the King’s forces might break in 
upon them; which made the people fufpcdl the ftate of 
their affairs to be worfc than in truth it was; yet fo far 
w'cre they from any thoughts of jteace and accom¬ 
modation, that the Houfe of Commons raged more 
furioufly than ever; and every day engaged themfelves 
in conclufions more monftrous, than they had yet 
entered upon. For the fupply of the charge of the w'ar, 
they propofed fettling and impofing an excife upon fuch 
commodities as mieht beft bear it; which was a burden, 
the people of England had hitherto reproached other 
nations with, as a mark of davery, and neve? feared by 
themfelves; and for the exercife of the fovereign power, 
they refolved it fit to make a new Great Seal, to be 
always refident with the Houfes. But the Lords were 
not yet arrived at that prefumption, but plainly refufed 
to concut with them in either. 
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Whilft both armies lay quiet, the one about Reading, 
the other about Abingdon, or Oxford, without attempt¬ 
ing one upon the other, or any aft ion, fave fame fmall 
enterprifes by parties, (in which the King got-tidvantage; 
as particularly the young Earl of Northampton fortu¬ 
nately encountered a party of horfe and foot from 
Northampton, which thought themfelves ftrong enough 
to attemjtt upon Banbury ; but he having routed their 
horfe, killed above two hundred of their foot, and took 
•as many more prifoners, moft whereof were fhrewdly 
hurt, the young Earl that day facriheing to the memory 
of his father), the King received from the Earl of New- 
calUe, by a ftrong party of horfe, a good and ample fup- 
ply of ammunition ; the want whereof all men looked 
upon with great horror. As loon as this was arrived, and 
the King had heard that his armies, both in the North 
and Weft, begun to llourifh, and thought himfelf well 
provided to encounter the Earl ofEflex, if hedclired k; 
liis Majefty refolved once more to fry, whether the two 
1 loufcs w ould incline to a reafonable peace; and to 
that purpofe lent a mcftiige to them by an exprefs fer- 
vant of his own, in thefe words: 

The Kins “ Since his Majefty's melfage of the 12th of April (in 
SaJj^'toThc “ which he conceived he had made fuch an overture for 
the immediate dilbanding of all armies, and compofure 
“ of thole miferable and prefent diftraftions, by a full 
“ and free convention of Parliament, that a perfeft and 
“ fettled peace would have enfued) hath in all this 
“ rime, above a full month, procured no anfwcr from 
“ both Houles, his Majefty might well believe himfelf 
“ abfolved, both before God and man, from the leaft 
“ poftible charge of not having ufed his utmoft endea- 
“ vours for peace; yet, when he confiders, that the 
feene of all this calamity is in the bowels of his own 
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*' kingdom ; that all the blood, which is fpilt, is of his 
“ own fubjeds; and that what vidory foever it lhall 
“ pleafe God tp give him, muft be over thofe who 
“ ought Kot to have lifted up their hands againft him; 
“ when he confiders, that thefe defperate civil diflen- 
“ lions may encourage and in\ ite a foreign enemy, to 
“ make a prey of the whole nation ; that Ireland is in 
“ prefent danger to be totally loll; that the heavy 
“ judgments of God, plague, pcllilence, and famine, will 
“ be the inevitable attendants of this unnatural conten- 
“ tion; and that in a lliort time there will be fo general 
‘‘a habit of uncharitablenefs and cruelty contraded 
“ through the whole kingdom, that even peace itfelf will 
“ not reftore liis people to their old temper and fecuri- 
“ ty ; his Majcity cannot but again call for an anfwcr to 
“ that his gracious meflage, wlaich gives fo lair a rife to 
“ end thefe unnatural dillradlions. And his Majefty 
“ doth this with the more earneftnefs, becaufe he doubts 
“ not the condition of his armies in feveral parts; the 
“ llrength of horfe, foot, artillery, his plenty of ammu- 
“ nition, (when fome men lately might conceive he 
“ wanted), isfo well known and underltood^ that it muft 
“ be confelied, nothing but the tendernefs and love to 
“ his people, and thole, Chriftian imprcllions, which al- 
W'ays live, and he hopes always fhall dwell, in his heart, 
“ could move him once more to hazard a refufal. And 
“ he requires them, as they will anfwer to (rod, to him- 
“ felf, and all the workl, that they will no longer fuffer 
“ their fellow-fubjedls to welter in each other’s blood ; 
“ that they would remember by w'hofc authority, and to 
“ what end, they met in that council, and fend fuch an 
“ anfwer to his Majefty, as may open a door to let in a 
“ firm peace, and fecurity to the whole kingdom. If his 
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“ Majefty fhall again be difappointed of his intentions 
“ therein, the blood, rapine, and deftrudion, which may 
follow in England and Ireland, will be caft upon the 
“ account of thofe who are deaf to the motive of peace 
“ and accommodation.” 

This melTage was received by the Houfe of Peers (to 
whom it was direded) with all demonftration of refped 
and duty, and the meflenger very civilly intreated by 
them: but when they communicated it to the Houfe of 
Commons, and defired their concurrence in preparing an 
addrefs to the King fuitable to his gracious invitation, 
that Houfe was fo far from concurring with them, that 
they gave immediate order (which was executed ac- 
Th^Tioufe cordingly) for the apprehenlion and commitment of the 
mons com- gentleman who brought the meflage; and declared, 
Sngcr. “ that they would proceed againft him at a council of 
“ war,” upon the order formerly mentioned, made by 
them when the treaty was at Oxford, “ that any perfqn 
“ coming from Oxford without their General’s pafs, or 
“ one from the Houfes, fhould be punifhed as a fpy 
to W'bich order as the Peers never confented, fo the King 
had never, till this commitment, notice of it; and 
themfelvcs, after the making it, had fent feveral meflengers 
to the King, without any formality of pafs or trumpet. 

The Lords did what they could, publicly and pri¬ 
vately, to difluade this courfe; but they could not 
prev'ail: the Houfe of Commons finding that the very 
imagination that a peace might be concluded, infinitely 
retarded their carrying on tlie war, and made not only 
thofe, who were yet free, not eafy to be drawn in; but 
many, who wer? engaged, remifs, and willing to retire; 
therefore they refolved to proceed with that vigour and 
refolution, that no reafonablc man ihould believe it 
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poflible for the King to gain a peace but by fubdulng 
them, which feemed at leaft equally impolllble. To 
this purpofe, ihftead of returning any anfwer to the King’s 
meflage, \within three days after the receiving it they 
impeached the Queen of high treafon, “for affifting the The Com. 
“ King her hufband with arms, and ammunition, in the|!^ch'the 
“ profecution of the war againft them an attempt as uct- 
unheard of among all the adls of their predeceflbrs, and 
as furprifing as any thing they had yet \ entured upon: 
their Clergy founded their trumpets louder to war than 
ever, if it was poflible; and they refoh cd, that aflcmbly 
of divines, to which they had at tlic treaty urged die 
King’s confent, fhould now meet by an ordinance of 
their own, with an addition of fome members of either 
Houfe to that number. 

There had been, fome months before, a defign of 
Prince Rupert upon the city of Briftol, by correfpondence 
with fome of the chief inhabitants of the city, who were 
weary of the tyranny of the Parliament; fcut it had been 
lb unlkilfully or unhappily carried, that, W'hen the 
Prince was near the town, with fuch a party of horfe and 
foot, as he made choice of, it was dilcorjred, and many 
principal citizens apprehended by Nathaniel h’iennes, 
fon to the Lord Say, and tlien Governor of that city 
for the Parliament; at this time, fpecial direction and 
order was fent thither, “ that he Ihould, with all feverity, 

“ and expedition, proceed againft thofe confpirators,” 

(as they called them); and thereupon, by a fentence 
and judgment of a council of war, Alderman Yeomans, 
who had been High Sheriff" of the city, and of great 
reputation in it, and George Bouchier, another citizen of 
principal account, were (againft all inteipofition his 
Maicfty could make) both hanged; and all other 
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imaginable afts done, to let all the world fee that there 
was no way to peace but by the fword. 

A de'^gn There fell out now an accident at London, which 
at London, gavc great advantage to them m the fierce prokcution ot 
Mr!^Wa'iifr, I^e War, a difeovery of a plot, which produced a public 
idns and' thankfgiving to God for their deliverance, a wonderful 
o(hcrs, animolity againft the King, and a covenant, and union 
ccriud. .among themfelves, and throughout the city a prejudice 
to all moderate men, who promoted an accommodation, 
and a brand upon all overtures of peace as ftratagems 
upon the city and the Parliament. Of this plot, there 
being never fucii a formed relation made by thofc who 
made great ufe of it, that men can collcdt what the 
delign was, or that it was laid with any probable 
circumftances, by which a I'uccefs might be expefted, I 
Ihall briefly and faithfully let down all that I know, 
have heard, or can reafonably conjedlure to be in it; 
and it was thought by many, and averred by others who 
I believe did yot think fo, “ that I knew as much of it 
“ as moft men.” 

'Phere w'as of the Houfe of Commons, one Mr. Waller, 
a gentleman of a very good fortune and eftate, and of 
admirable parts, and faculties of wit and eloquence, and 
of an intimate converfation and femiliarity with thofc 
who had that reputation. He had, from the beginning 
of the Parliament, been looked upon by all men, as a 
perfon of very entire aftedbions to the King’s fervice, and 
to the eftablilhed governm.cnt of Church and State ; and, 
by having no manner of rel^i^to the Court, had the 
more credit and intcreft to;‘^*mote the rights of it. 
When the ruptures grew fo great between the King and 
the two Houfes, that very many of the members with- 
Aew from thofc councils, he, among the refl, with 
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equal dillikc abfented himfelf; but at the time the 
ftandard was fet up, having intimacy and frieiHifliip with 
fome perfons now of nearnefs about the King, with the 
King’s approbation, he returned again to London; where 
he fpoke, upon all occafions, with great fharpnefs and 
freedom ; which (now there were i'o few there that ufed 
it, and there was no danger of being over-voted) was 
not reftrained ; and therefore ul'ed as an argument againft 
thofe, who were gone upon pretence “ that they were 
“ not fuffered to declare their opinion freely in the 
“ Houfe; which could not be believed, when all men 
“ knew, what liberty Mr. Waller took, and fpoke every 
“ day with impunity, againft the fenfe and proceedings 
“ of the Houfe.” This won him a great reputation 
with all people who wilhed well to the King ; and he was 
looked upon as the boldeft champion the Crown had in 
both Houfes; fo that fuch Lords, and Commons, as 
really defired to prevent the ruin of the kingdom, 
willingly complied in a great familiarity with him, as a 
man refolute in their ends, and beft able to promote 
them. And it may be they believed his reputation at 
Court fo good, that he would be no ill evidence there, 
of other men’s zeal and afteftidn; and fo all men fpoke 
their minds freely to him, both of the general diftemper, 
and of the pallions and ambition of particular perfons: 
all men knowing him to be of too good a fortune, and 
too wary a nature, to engage himfelf in defigns of danger 
or hazard. 

Mr. Waller had a brother in law, one Mr. Tomkins, 
who had married his fifter, and was Clerk of the Queen’s 
Council, of very good fame for honefty and ability. 
This gentleman had good intereft and reputation in the 
city, and convprfed much with thofe who difliked the 
proceedings of the Parliament, and wiftied to live under 
B b a the 
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the fame government they were bom; and from thofe 
citizens received information of the temper of the 
people, upon accidents, in the public affairs. And 
Mr. Waller and he, with that confidence that ufes to 
be between brethren of the fame good affedlions, fre¬ 
quently imparted their qbfervations and opinions to 
each other; the one relating, how many in both Houfes 
inclined to peace; and the other making the fame 
judgment upon the correfpondcnce he had, and in¬ 
telligence he received from the moll fubllantial men of 
London; and both of them again communicated what 
one received from the other, to the company they ufed 
to convcrfc with; Mr. Waller imparting the wifhes 
and power of the well-aftedled party in the city, to the 
lords and gentlemen whom he knew to be of the fame 
mind; and Mr. Tomkins acquainting thofe he durft 
tmft of the city, that fuch and fuch lords and gentlemen, 
who were of fpecial note, were weary of the dillradliohs, 
and would heartily and confidently contribute to fuch 
an honourable and honeft peace, as all men knew would 
be molt acceptable to the King. And from hence they 
came reafonably to a conclufion, that if fome means 
were found out to niife a confidence in thofe who wilhed 
■well, that they ihould not be opprefled by the extravagant 
power of the deiperate party ; but that if they would fo 
far aflift one another, as to declare their opinions to be 
the fame, they Ihould be able to prevent or fupprefs 
thofe tumults, which feemed to countenance the dif- 
tradlions; and the Houfes would be induced to terms 
of moderation. 

In this time the Lord Gonway, being returned from 
Ireland, incenfed againfl the Scots, and difeontented 
with the Parliament here, finding Mr. Waller in good 
cflccm with the Earl of Northumberland, and of great 
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friendfliip with the Earl of Portland, he entered into the 
fame familiarity; and, being more of a foldier, in the 
difcourfes adminiftered qucftions, and conliderations, 
neceflary to be underftood by men that either meant to 
ufe force, or to relift it; and wilhed “ that they who 
“ had intereft and acquaintance in the city would 
“ endeavour by a mutual correfpondence to inform 
“ themfelves of the diftimft affeftions of their neighbours, 
that, upon any exigent, men might forefee whom 
“ they might truftand thefe difcourfes being again 
derived by Mr. Waller to Mr. Tomkins, he, upon 
occafion, and conference with his companions, inlifted 
on the fame arguments; and they again conv^erfing with 
their friends and acquaintance, (for of all this bulincl's, 
there were not above three who ever ipoke together), 
agreed, “ that fome well-affefted perfons, in every parilh 
“ and ward about London, lliould make a lift of all the 
“ inhabitants; and thereupon to make a rcafonable 
guefs of their fevcral aftedlions,” (which at that time 
was no hard thing for obferving men to do), and thence 
a' computation of the ftrength and power of that party, 
which was notoriouHy violent againft any accom¬ 
modation. 

I am perfuaded the utmoft projeft in this defign was 
(I fpeak not what particular men might intend, or wilh 
upon their own fancies) to beget fuch a combination 
among‘the party well affeiled, that they would refufe to 
conform to thofe ordinances of the twentieth part, and 
other taxes for the fupport of the war; and thereby, or 
by joint petitioning for peace, and difcountenancing the 
other who petitioned againft it, to prevail with the 
Parliament to incline to a determination of the war. 
And it may be, fome men might think of making 
advantage of any cafual commotion, or preventing any 
E b 3 mifehief 
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mifchief by it; and thereupon that enquiry where the 
magazines Jay, and difeourfe of wearing fome diftinguifh- 
ing tokens, had been rather cafually mentioned, than 
ferioufly propofed. For it is certain, very many who 
were confeious to thcmfclvcs of loyal purpofes to the 
King, and of liearty diflike of the Parliament’s pro¬ 
ceedings, and obferved the violent, revengeful, ruinating 
profecution of all men, by thpfe of the engaged party, 
were not without fad apprehenfions that, upon forne 
jealoufy, and qtiarrel jucked, even a general maffacrc 
might be attempted of all the King’s friends; and tliere-_ 
upon, in feveral difcourfcs, might touch upon fuch 
expedients, as might in tliofe feal'ons be moft beneficial 
to their fafety. But that there was ever any formed 
defign, either of letting in the King’s army into London, 
which was impolfible to be contrived, or of raifing an 
army there, and furprifmg the Parliament, or any one 
perfon of it, or of tiling any violence in .or upon the 
city, 1 could never yet fee caiil'e to beliet c ; and if there' 
had, they would have publiflied fuch a relation of it, 
after Mr. Waller had confefied to them all he kne^', 
had heard, or fancied to himfelf, as might have con- 
ftituted fome reafonable underftanding of it; and not 
have contented themfeh es with making conclufions from 
quellions that had been alked, and anfwers made, by 
perfons unknown, and forcing expreffions tiled by one, 
to relate to adlions of another, between whom there had 
been never the leaft acquaintance, or corrcfpondence; 
and joining what was faid at London to fomewhat done 
at Oxford, at another timcy and to another purpofe: 
for, before I finillt this difeourfe, it will be neceflary to 
fpeak of another adfion, which, how diftindf foever from 
this that is related, was woven together to make one 
plot. 


From 
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From the King’s coming to Oxford, many citizens of 
good quality, who were profecuted, or jealoufly looked 
upon in London, had reforted to the King, and hoping, 
if the winter produced not a peace, that the fummer 
would carry the King before that city with an army, 
they had entertained fome dil'courfc “ of railing, upon 
“ their own ftocks of money and credit, fome regiments 
“ of foot and horfe, and joining with fome gentlemen of 
“ Kent, who were likewife inclined to fuch an undcr- 
“ taking.” Among thefe w'as Sir Nicholas Crifp, a 
citizen of good wealth, great trade, and an adlive fpirited 
man, who had been lately profecutetl with great feverity 
by the Houfe of Commons; and had thereiijion fled 
from London, for appearing too great a Ifickler in a 
petition for peace in the city. This gentleman in- 
dullrioufly preferred a correfpondence ftill there, by 
which he gave the King often very ufcful intelligence, 
and allured him “ of a very conliderable party, which 
“ would appear there for him, whenet er his own power 
“ Ihoiild be lb near, as to give them any countenance.” 
In the end, whether invited by his correfpondents there, 
or trufting his own fprightly inclinations and relbhitions 
too much, and concluding that all, who w'ere equally 
honeft, would be equally bold, he delired his Majefty, 
“ to grant a commiflion to fuch perfons, whom he would 
“ nominate, of the city of London, under the Great 
Seal of England, in the nature of a commiflion of 
“ array, by virtue whereof, when the feafon Ihould 
“ come, his party there would appear in difeipline and 
“ order; and that this was delired by tliofe, who beft 
" knew w'hat countenance and authority was requilite; _ 
“ and being trufted to them would not be executed at 
“ all, or elfe at fuch a time as his Majefty Ihould receive 
“ aurple fruit by it; provided it were done with fecrecy, 
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equal to the hazard they fhouid run who were 
“ employed in it.” 

I'he King had this exception to it, the improbability 

that it could do good, and that the failing might do 
“ hurt to the undertakers.” But the promoter was a very 
popular man in the city, where he had been a com¬ 
mander of the Trained Bands, till the ordinance of the 
militia removed him; wliieh rather improved, than 
leBened, his credit; and he was very confident, it would 
produce a notable advantage to the King: however, 
they defired it who were there, and would not appear 
without it; and therefore the King confented to it; 
referring the nomination of all perfons in the commiffion 
to him ; w'ho, he verily believed, had proceeded by the 
inflrudion and advice of thofe that were neareft the 
concernment; and for the fecrecy of it, the King 
referred the preparing and difpatch of the commiffion 
to Sir Nicholas Crifp himfelf, who ffiould acquaint no 
more with it, than he found requilite; fo, without the 
privity or advice of any counfellor, or minifter of ftatc 
then moft trufted by his Majefty, he procured fuch 
a commillion as he defired (being no other than the 
commiffion of array in Engliffi) to be figned by the 
King, and fealed with the Great Seal. 

This being done, and remaining ftill in his cuftody, 
the Lady Aubigney, by a pafs, and with the confent of 
the Houfes, came to Oxford to tranfadl the affairs of her 
own fortune with tire King upon the death of her 
huffiand, who was killed at Edgehill; and ffie having in 
tew days difpatched her bufinefs there, and being ready 
to return, Sir Nicholas Crifp came to the King, and 
befought liim, “ to defire that lady” (who had a pafs, 
and fo could promife herfelf fafety in her journey) “ to 
“ carry a linall box” (in which that commiffion ffiould 

be) 
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be) with her, and to keep it in her own cuftody, until 
“ a gentleman ihould call to her ladyfhip for it, by fuch 
“ a token; that token,” he faid, he could fend to one 
“ of the perfons trufted, who Ihould keep it by him till 
“ the opportunity came, in which it might be executed.” 
The King accordingly wilhed the Lady Aubigney to 
carry it with great care and fecrecy; telling her, “ it 
“ much concerned his own fervice and to deliver it in 
fuch manner, and upon fuch affurance, as is before 
tnentioned: which Ihe did, and, within few days after 
her return to London, delivered it to a perfon who was 
appointed to call for it. How this commiflion was 
difeovered, I could never learn : for though Mr. Waller 
had the honour to be admitted often to that lady, and 
was believed by her to be a gentleman of moft entire 
affedlious to the King’s fertdee, and confequently might 
be fitly trufted with what fhe knew, yet her ladyfhip 
herfelf, not knowing what it was fhe carried, could not 
inform any body elfe. 

But about this time, a fervant of Mr, Tomkins, who 
had often curforily overheard his mafter and Mr. Waller 
difeourfe of the argument we are now upon, placed 
himfelf behind a hanging, at a time they were together; 
and there, whilft either of them difeourfed the language 
and opinion of the company they kept, overheard enough 
to make him believe his information, and difeovery, 
would make him welcome to thofe whom he thought 
concerned; and fo went to Mr. Pym, and acquainted 
him with all he had heard, or probably imagined. The 
time when Mr. Pym was made acquainted with it is 
not known; but the circumftances of the publilhir^ it 
were fuch, as filled all men with apprehenfiems. It was 
on Wednefday the thirty-firft of May, their folemn 6ft- 
day, when, being all at their fcrmon, in St, Magaret’s 
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church in Wcftminftcr, according to their cuftoni, 
a letter or meflage is brought privately to Mr. Pym; 
who thereupon, with fomc of the moft aeftive members, 
rife from their feats; and, after a little whifpering 
together, remove out of the church ; this could not but 
exceedingly affedl thofe who ftayed behind; immediately 
they fent guards to all the prifons, as Lambeth-Houfc, 
Ely-Houfe, and fuch places, where their Malignants 
were in cuftody, with diredlions “ to fearch the pri- 
fonersand fomc other places which they thought 
fit fhoulcl be fufpedfed. After the fermons w'ere ended, 
the Houfes met; and were only then told, “ that letters 
“ were intercepted going to the King and the Court at 
“ Oxford, that exprefled fomc notable confpiracy in 
“ hand, to deliver up the Parliament and the city into 
“ the hands of the Cavaliers; and that the time for the 
“ execution of it drew very near.” Hereupon a 
committee was appointed “ to examine all perfons they 
“ thought fit; and to apprehend fomc nominated at 
“ that time.” And the fame night, this committee 
apprehended Mr. Waller and Mr. Tomkins; and, the 
. next day, fuch others as they fufpedfed. 

Mr. Waller was fo confounded with fear and appre- 
henfion, that he confefl’ed whatever he had faid, heard, 
thought, or feen ; all that he knew of himfelf, and all 
that he fufjiedled of others; without concealing any 
perfon of what degree or quality foever, or any difeourfe 
that he had ever, upon any occafion, entertained with 
them: what fuch and fuch ladies ^ great honour, 
to whom, upon the credit of his great wit, and very 
good reputation, he had been admitted, had fpokc to 
him in their chambers of the proceedings in the Houfes; 
and how they had encouraged him to oppofe them; what 
correfpondence and intercourfc they had with fomc 

minifters 
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minifters of ftate at Oxford ; and how they derived all 
intelligence thither. He informed them, “that the 
“ Earl of Portland and the Lord Conway had been 
“ particular in all the agitations which had been with 
“ the citizens; and had given frequent advice and 
“ diredlions how they fhould demean themfelves; and 
“ that the Earl of Northumberland had exprefled very 
“ good wilhes to any attempt, that might gi' c a Bop to 
“ the violent adbons and proceedings of the Houics, 
“ and produce a good underftanding with the King.” 

When the committee w'ere thus furnifhed, they took 
the examinations of Mr. Tomkins, and fuch other as 
they thought neceflary, and liaving at the fame time, by 
fome other means, difeovered (or concealed it till this 
time) that commiffion which is before difcourfed.of, and 
gotten the very original into their hands, they kneaded 
both into one plot and confpiracy; and, acquainting 
the Houfes with fo much as they thought yet feafonablc 
to publilh, thfey declared, (without naming any lords, or 
other perfons, to be interelTcd in the defign, fave thofe 
only who w^ere imprifoned; among whom the Lady 
Aubigney was one: and without communicating any of 
the examinations, which, they pretended, were not to be 
common till the confpirators were brought to trial,) “ that 
“ the original of this confpiracy was from the late 
“ London petition for peace,” which was fpoken of-about 
Chrilhrtias laft in the book precedent; “ and that, under 
pretence of peace and moderation, a party was to be 
“ formed, which fhould be able to fupprefs all opponents, 
“ and to awe the Parliament: that, to this purpofe, fome 
“ of thofe who were the principal movers, and fomenters 
“ of that petition, did continue, in the nature of a 
“ committee, IHH to carry on the defign: that they held 
“ intelligence in both armies, Court, and Parliament; 

“ took 
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took a general furvey of the numbers and afFedtions of 
*the feveral inhabitants throughout the wards and 
“ parifhes of the city, and places adjacent; and dif- 
“ tinguifhed all under the titles of men affeded, or averfe 
“ to the King; or indifferent, and neutral perfons, canied 
“ only by the fuccefs and power of the prevailers: that 
“ they were well inftrufted in the number and inclinations 
“ of the Trained Bands of London; the places where the 
“ magazines were kept; where the commanders for the 
“ Parliament dwelt; had thought of places for jen- 
“ dezvous, and retreat, upon any occafion, and of 
“ colours, and marks of diftindlion between the different* 
“ parties. 

“ That Mr. Waller and Mr. Tomkins were the 
“principal perfons employed, and trufted to give 
“ advertifement to, and correfpond with, the King’s 
“ miniftcrs at Oxford; and receive advertifements and 
“ commands from thence, for the completing the work; 
“ that they two held conftant intelligence and intercoiirfc 
“ with the Lord Falkland, then principal Secretary to 
“ the King; and that from him they received the 

lignification of the King’s pleafure; and that thofc 
“ diredtions, counfcls, and encouragements had been 
“ principally fent by thofe meflengers which had been 
“ employed by his Majefly to the Parliament, under the 
“ pretence of peace; and efpecially by Mr. Alexander 
“ Hambden ; who came with the laft melfage, and was 
“ a coulin-german to Mr. Waller. That the Lady 
“ Aubigney, who had been lately at Oxford, had brought 
“ thence a cortit&ffion to iiferom the King, by force 
“ of arms to deftroy, kill,iii'flay the forces, raifed by 
“ the Parliament and their "adherents, as traitors and 
“ rebels; and that they had lately fent a meff^e to 
“ Oxford by one Haflel, a fervant of the King’s, to 

“ acquaint 
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acquaint the Lord Falkland, that the defign was come 
“ to a good perfection; unto which, anfwer was returned, 

“ that they fhould haften it with all fpeed: 

“ That the particulars of the defign appeared to be: 

“ 1. To feize into their cuftody the King’s children: 

“ 2. To feize feveral members of both Houfes, the 
“ Lord Mayor, and committee of the militia, under 
pretence of bringing them to a legal trial. 3. To 
“ feize upon the outworks, forts, tower of London, 

“ magazines, gates, and other places of importance in 
the city. 4. To let in the King’s forces to furprifc 
“ the city, and to deftroy all thofe who fhould oppofe 
“ them by authority of the Parliament. 5. By force of 
arms to relift all payments impofed by authority of 
“ Parliament, raifed for the fupport of the armies 
“ employed for their juft defence, &c. to fufpend, if not 
“ alter, the whole. government of the city, and, with 
“ aliiftance of the King’s force, to awe and mafter the 
“ Parliament.” 

When both Houfes were awakened, and ftartled with 
this report, the lirft tiling agreed on was, “ a day of 
“ thankfgiving to God for this wonderful delivery 
which fhut out any future doubts, and difquifitions, 
whether there had been any fuch delivery; and, confe- 
quently, whether their plot was in truth, or had been fo 
framed. Then it was laid, “ that as tlie delign was the 
moft defperate, fo the carriage was the moft fubtle^ 
“ and among perfons of reputation, and not fufpedted; 
“ and that there was reafon to fiifpeCl, many members 
“ of both Houfes were privy to it; and therefore there 
“ ought to be all polfible care, taken to make the 
“ difcovery perfeCl, and to imite themfelves for the 
public defence: that if any part were left undifcovercd, 
it might prove fatal to the commraonwealth.” This 

finding 
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finding a full confent, it was propounded, “ that a 
“ protdlation might be drawn up, by which every 
“ member of the two Houfes might purge himfelf from 
“ any guilt of, or privity in, that confpiracy; and 
“ likewife oblige himfelf to refill; and oppofe any fuch 
“ combination.” '^I'hcy who were under the charafter 
of moderate men, and ufually advanced all motions of 
peace and accommodation, durft npt oppofe the ex- 
jredient, left they fhould be cpncluded guilty; moft of 
them having had familiarity with Mr. Waller, and, 
no doubt, upon fundry occafions, fpoken with that 
freedom to him, as might very well incur a fevere, 
interpretation, if, upon this occafion, what they had faid 
A vow and Ihould be Icanncd. And fit, before the riling, there 
“J'”i'"J,^_,was framed by the Houle of Commons, a vow and 
taken by the covenant to be taken by the members of both Houfes, 

members ■. 

of both and afterwards by the city, and their army; for their 
upon jealoufy was now fpread over all their own (Quarters; 
UmtTfi£n! which covenant, for the rarenefs of it both in title and 
ftilc, I think necefiary here to infert m the very terms; 
which were thefe : 


fucred vou', ami covenant, lahen hy the Lords and 
Commons ajfemhled in Parliament, upon the difeovery 
of the late horrid and treacherous deftgn, for the 
dejlrudion of this Parliament and the kingdom ; the 
Gth of June 1643. 

“ Whereas there hath been, and now is, in this 
“ kingdom, a Popifh and traitorous plot for the fub- 
“ verlion of the true Proteftant reformed religion, and 
“ the liberty of the fubjeft ; and, in purfuance thereof, 
“ a Popilli army hath been raifed, and is now on foot in 
“ divers parts of iliis kingdom ; and whereas there hath 

“ been 
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“ been a treacherous and horrid defign, lately difcovered 
“ by the great bleffing and efpecial providence of God, 
“ of divers perfons, to join themfelves with the armies 
“ raifed by the King, and to deftroy the forces raifed by 
“ the Lords and Commons in Parliament, to furprife the 
“ cities of London and Weftminftcr, with the fuburbs; 
“ by arms to force the Parliament; and finding by 
“ conftant experience, that many ways of force, and 
“ treachery, are continually attempted, to bring to utter 
“ ruin and deftrudtion the Parliament and kingdom; 
“ and that which is deareft, the trae Proteftant religion: 
“ and that, for the preventing and withftanding the 
“ fame, it is fit, that all, who are true hearted, and 
i‘ lovers of their country, fhould bind themfelves each to 
“ other in a facred vow and covenant: 

“ I A. B. in humility, and reverence of the Divine 
“ Majeffy, declare ,my hearty Ibrrow for my own fins, 
“ and the fins of this nation, which have cleferved the 
“ calamities and judgments, that now lie upon it; and 
“ my true intention is, by God’s grace, to endeavour 
“ the amendment of my own ways: and I do farther, 
“ in the prefence of Almighty God, declare, vow, and 
“ covenant, that, in order to the fecurity and prefervation 
“ of the true Reformed Proteftant religion, and liberty 
“ of the fubjeeft, I will not confent to the laying down of 
“ arms, fo long as the Papifts, now in open war againft 
“ the Parliament, fiiall by force of arms be protefted 
“ from the juftice thereof: and that I do abhor and 
“ deteft the laid wicked and treacherous defign, lately 
“ difcovered: and that I never gave, nor will give, jny 

aflent to the execution thereof, but will, according to 
“ my power, and vocation, oppofe and refill the fame, 
“ and all other of the like nature. And in cafe any 

“ other 
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“ other like defign fliall hereafter come to my knowledge, 
“ I will make fuch timely difcovery, as I Ihall conceive 
“ may belt conduce to the preventing thereof. And 
“ whereas I do in my confcience believe, that the 
“ forces, railed by the two Houfes of Parliament, are 
“ raifed and continued for their juft defence, and for 
“ the defence of the true Proteftant religion, and liberty 
“ of tlie fubjeeft, againft the forces raifed by the King; 
“ that I w'ill, according to my pow'er, and vocation, affift 
“ the forces raifed and continued, by both Houfes of 
“ Parliament, againft the forces raifed by the King 
“ without their confent: and will like\vife affift aJL 
“ other perfons that lhall take this oath, in what 
“ ffiall do in purfuance thereof; and 'will not diredlly,* 
“or indirectly, adhere unto, nor lhall willingly affift 

the forces raifed by the King, without th^^nfent of 
“ both Houfes of Parliament. And and 

“ covenant, I make in the prefence of Al Sffi py God, 
“ the Searcher of all hearts, with a true intention to 
“ perform the fame, as I ffiall anfwer at the great day, 
“ when the fecrets of all hearts ffiall be difclofed.” 

Though many were much ftartled at this covenant, 
and took time to confider of it, there beiilg in the 
preamble, and politive part, much which very few 
believed, and in the promiflbry part a more direCt 
denouncing war againft the King, than had been in 
plain terms before avowed by them, and an abfolute 
proteftation againft peace, till the King were at their 
mercy; yet the fear of being concluded guilty of the 
plot, made them fwallow all the reft; and the example 
of one prevailing with many, there was not a member of 
either Houfe that took it not: and being thus fettered 
and entangled thcmfclves, they fent their committee 

into 
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into the city, to acquaint them with their “ hapj)y 
“ difeovery, and how miraculoufly God had prci'crveil 
“ them, and to engage them in the lame I'acred vow, 

“ and covenant;” which was readily fubmitted to ; and,Tiipf; 
by the induftry of their clerg}^ fooner than can be 
imagined, taken throughout that people. I'hen it 
mth equal diligence and I'olemnity, tranfmitted to their'^^^i''. 
army, that their fears of inconvenience from thence 
might be likewife purged ; and thence it grew the mark 
of dilhndl-ion, to know their friends and enemies by ; 
and whofocc'er refufed to take that covenant, needed no 
other charge to be concluded, and prolecuted, as the 
higheft Malignant. 

Being this way fecure from any future clamours for 
peace, they proceeded to try Mr. Tomkins; Mr. ti.i- trial 
Chaloner, a citizen of good wealth and credit, and niofi:*"^^"']^’' 
intimate with Tomkins; Mr. Hambden, who brought 
the laft meflage from the King; one Ilaliel, a melfengcrchaimier, 
of the King’s, who palled often between London and 
Oxford, and fometimes carried letters and melfages 
to the Lord Falkland; and fome citizens, whofe names 
were in the commillion fent from Oxford; by a council 
of war; by whom Mr. Tomkins and Mr. Chaloner 
were condemned to be hanged; and were both, with all 
circumltances of feverity and cruelty, executed: the 
one on a gibbet, by his own houfe in Hoiborn ; where 
he had long lived with lingular eftimation; and the 
other, by his houfe in Cornhill, near the Old Exchange. 

HalTel the melfcngcr faved them farther trouble, and 
diecl in prifon the night before his trial: and there 
being no evidence againft Mr. Hambden, but what 
Mr. Waller himfclf gave, they gave no judgment 
againft him, but kept him long after in prifon, till he 
died: neither proceeded they capitally againft thofe 
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citizens whofe names were in the commiffion, it not 
appearing that their names v'ere ufed witli their confent 
and privity; though tlie brand of being Malignants 
ferved the turn for their undoing; for all their eftates 
were feized, as theirs were who had been executed. 

Tlicre is nothing clearer than that the commiffion 
fent from Oxford bv the Jjady Aubigney, had not any 
relation to the dilcourfes palled between Mr. Waller, 
d'omkins, ami thofe citizens; or that they, who knew of 
r»ne, had not any jirivity with the other: which if they 
had had, and intended luch an infurreftion, as was 
alleged, Mr. Waller, and Mr. Tomkins, or fome one of 
thofe lords who were iiijipoled to combine with them, 
would have been in the commillion. Or if the King’s 
minifters had been engaged in the confultation, and 
hoped to haie raifed a party which lliould fuddcnly 
feize upon the city and the Parliament, they w'ould 
never have thought a commillion granted to fome 
gentlemen at Oxford, (for the major jiart of the com- 
millioncrs were there), and a few prii'ate citizens, would 
fiave ferved for that work. I am very conHdent, and I 
hai'c I'ery much reafon for that confidence, that there 
was no more known, or thought of at Oxford, concerning 
the matter of tlie commillion, than I have before let 
forth ; nor of the other, than that Mr. Tomkins fome- 
times wait to the Lord Falkland, (for Mr. Waller, out of 
the cautioufnefs of his own nature, never w rit tvord), and 
by meflengers lignihcd to him, “that the number of 
“ thofe who defired peace, and abhorred the proceedings 
“ of the Houfes, was very conliderablc ; and that they 
“ refolved, by refufing to contribute to the war, and to 
“ fubmit to their ordinances, to declare and manifeft 
“ thcmfelvcs in that manner, that the violent party 
“ in the city lliould not have credit enough to hinder 

“ any 
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“ any accommodation.” And the Lord Falkland always 
returned anfwer, “ that they Ihould expedite thofe 
“ expedients, as foon as might be, for that delays made 
“ the war more difficult to be reftrained.” And if I 
could find evidence, or reafon, to induce me to believe, 
that there was any farther defign in the thing itfelf, or 
that the King gave farther countenance to it, 1 ffiould 
not at all conceal it. No man can imagine, that if the 
King could have entertained any probable hope of 
reducing London, which was the fomenter, fupporter, 
and indeed the life of the war; or could have found any 
expedient, from whence he could reafonably propofe to 
diffolve, fcatter, and dif])crle thofe who, under the name 
of a Parliament, had kindled a wair againft him, but 
he would have given his utmoft affidance and counte¬ 
nance thereunto, cither by public i'orce, or private 
contrivance. 

There were very great endeavours ufed, to have 
proceeded with equal leverity againft the Earl of Portland, 
and the Lord Conway, (for the accufation of the Earl of 
Northumberland, it was proceeded tenderly in; for 
though the violent party was heartily inccnied againft 
him, as a man weary of them, yet his .reputation was 
ftill very great), who were both clofe prifoners; and, 
to that purpoie, their lordfhips and Mr. Waller were 
confronted before the committee; w'hcre they as ])eremi}- 
torily denying, as he charging them, and there being no 
other witnels but lie againft them, the profecution was 
rather let alone than declined, till after a long reftraint 
they procured enlargement upon bail. Mr. Waller 
himfelf, (though confeftedly the moft guilty ; and by his 
unhappy demeanour, in this time of his afflidlion, he 
had railed as many enemies as he had formerly friends, 
and almoft the fame), after he had, with incredible 
c c 2 diffimulation, 
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diffimulation, ac^led fuch a remorfc of confciencc, that 
Ills trial was put oft' out of Chriftian compafiion, till he 
might recover his undcrftanding, (and that was not, till 
the heat and furv of the profecutors was reafonably 
abated with the lacrificcs they had made), and, by 
drawing vilitants to himfelf, of the moft powerful mini- 
fters ol'all factions, had, by his liheralilv, and penitence, 
his receiving vulgar and vile fayings from them with 
humility and reverence, as clearer con\i6tions and 
informations than in his life he had ever had; and 
diftributing great fums to them I'or their prayers and 
ghoftly counfel ; fo falidied them, that they fatisfied 
others; was brought, at his fuit, to the Houfe of 
"Commons bar; where (being a man in truth very 
powerful in language ; and who, by what he Ipoke, and 
in the manner of Ipcaking it, exceedingly captivated the 
good wall and bcnex olencc of his hearers; which is the 
higheft part of an orator) w'ith fuch flattery, as w'as moft 
cxadfly calculated to that meridian, with fuch a fub- 
miffion, as their jrride took delight in, and I'uch dejetftion 
of mind, and i'pirit, as was like to cozen the major part, 
and be thought ferious; he laid before them “ their 
“ own danger and concernment, if they fliould fuft'er 
“ one of their own body, how unworthy and monftrous 
foever, to be tried by the foldiers, who might thereby 
“ grow' to that power hereafter, that they would both 
try thofe they would not be willing tliould be tried, 
“ and for things, which they would account no crimes; 
“ the inconvenience and infupportable milchief w-hcreof 
all wile commonwealths had forefecn, and prevented, 
“ by exempting their own raembers from all judgments 
“ but their ownhe prevailed, not to be tried by a 
council of war; and thereby preferved his dear-bought 
life; fo tliat, in truth, he does as much owe the keeping 

his 
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his head to that oration, as Catiline did the lofs of his 
to tiiolc of Tully: and by having done ill verj' well, he, 
by degrees, drew that refpedf to his parts, which always 
carries Ibme compafiion to the perfon, that he got leave 
to comjjound for his tranfgrcliion, and them to accept 
of ten thotdand pounds (which their affairs wanted) for 
his liberty; whereupon he had leave to recollcdf himfclf 
in another country (for his liberty was to be in baniflt- 
ment) how miferablc he had made himfclf, in obtaining 
that leave to live out of his own. And there cannot be 
a greater evidence of the incftimable value of his partsj 
than that he lived, after this, in the good affedfion and 
effeem of many, the pity of moft, and the reproach 
and fcorn of few, or none. 

Thefchigh jtroceedings at London, and in thelloufes, 
were not leeonded with any notable lucccL abroad ; but 
it appeared [ilainlv, b)- the flow coming in of monies, 
and more how coming in of men, that .the hearts of the 
peojile were generally more devoted to peace, than to 
the continuance of thofe diftradlions; and the Earl of 
JiiHex, bv the great decay and ficknefs of his army, 
was not, in near fix weeks, able to remove from Reading; 
by which many men concluded, w'hicli could not be 
rc.afonably forefecn, that if Reading had held out many 
days longer, he would have been compelled to raife his 
fiege ; and that was the rcafon the Earl gave for granting 
fo good conditions: for if he could have ftayed longer 
before it, he well knew, they muft have yielded on worfe 
terms; neither feared he the King w'ould be able to 
relieve it. In the end, there -being no other way to 
quiet the city of London, he marched towards Oxford; 
but, in truth, rather to fecure Buckinghamfhire, which 
was now Infefrcd by the King’s horfe, than to difquict 
that place. .\nd, to that purpofe, he fixed his head 
c c 3 quarter 
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quarter at Thame, ten miles from Oxford, and upon 
the very edge of the other county. 

In the beginning of the war, the army in Scotland 
having been lately dilbanded, many oiheers of that 
nation, who had fcr^cd in Oermany and in France, 
betook themfebes to the fcr\ice of the Parliament; 
whereof clir cra were men of good conduff and courage ; 
though there were more as bad as the caufe in which 
they engaged. Of the former fort Colonel Urry was a 
man of name and reputation, and an excellent officer 
of horle, and had commanded thofe horfe at Fdgehill 
under Balfour, wliich had jireierved their army there ; 
and finding himielf afterwards not fo well regarded, 
as, he thougiit, he had deferved, as it was no eafy thing 
to value that people at the rate they did fet upon 
themfelves; and being without any other afiedlion for 
their fervicc, than their pay inclined him to, he refolvcd 
to quit them, anj.1 to go to the King; in order to which, 
he had kept fume correfpondcnce with the Earl of 
Brainford, the King’s Ceneral; under whofe command 
he had formerly krved in .Cermany. Whilft the Earl 
of Ellcx remained at Thame,! and his army quartered 
thereabout, Urry came to Oxford, in the equipage that 
bec.ame a Colonel of horfe who hatl received good pay ; 
and the very next day after he came, having been very 
gracioufly received by the King, to give proof that he 
brought his whole heart with him, he went to Prince 
Rupert, acquainted him where the Parliament horfe lay, 
and how loofe they were in their quarters; and, to give 
a teftimony of his fidelity to the King, he defired to 
march a volunteer with a good party, to make an attempt 
upon the enemy; and the Prince affigning a Ifrong 
party for the fervicc, he accompanied, and condudfed 
them out of the common road, till they came to a town; 

where 
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wlierc a regiment of the Parliament’s horfc was quartered; 
which tliey beat up, and killed or took moft of the 
officers and foldiers; and then fell upon thole other 
quarters, by which they had palled before, with the like 
fuccefs; I'o returned to Oxfonl with many prifoners, 
and with notable damage to the enemy. 

As loon as he returned, he made another proitolition 
to the Prince for the attacking the quarters ne'ar d'hame ; 
through which he had palled, when he came to Oxford, 
and lo was well acquainted with the ])oflurc in which 
they w'crc ; and allured the Prince', “ that, if he went 
“ about it time enough, before there fliould be any 
“ alteration in their quarters, which he belieted ilie 
“ (ieneral would quickh make, the cnterpri/.c would be 
“ w'orthy of it.” ddie Prince was fo well fatished withpiincf Hu- 
what he had alreaidy done, that he refolvcd to condu 61 i’|'f,I“'u, 
the next aehenture himfelf, which he did very 
tunately. They went out of the ports of Oxford in thctueidi. 
evening upon a Saturday, and marched beyond all the 
c|uarters as far as Wickham, and fell in there at the 
liirther end of the town towards London, from w'hence 
no enemy was exjtec'lcd, and fo no guards were kept 
there. A regiment of horle, and of foot, were lodged 
there; which were cut oil', or taken jirifoners; and all 
the horfes and a good booty brought away. J’rom 
thence they marched backward to another quarter, 
within lefs than two miles of the General’s ow n quarters; 
w'here his men lodged with the fame fecurity they had 
done at Wickham, not expc<d:ing any enemy that w'ay ; 
and fo met with the fame faie the others liad done ; ;uid 
were all killed, or made pnliiners. I'hus having per¬ 
formed at leaft as much as they had jiropofed to do, 
and being laden with prildners and booty, and the fun 
being now riling, the Prince thought it time to retire to 
(• c 4 Oxford, 
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Oxford, and gave orders to march accordingly with all 
convenient I'peed, till they flrould come to a bridge 
which was yet two miles from them, where he had 
appointed a guard to attend, to favour their retreat. 

But the alarm had been brought to the Earl of Efl'ex 
from all the quarters, who quickly gathered thofe troops 
together, which were neareft; and direfted thofe to 
follow the Prince, and to entertain him in fkirmifhes, 
till himfclf fliould come up with the foot, and fome 
other troops; which he made all poffible hafte to do. 
So that when the Prince had almoft palled a fair plain, 
or field, called Clialgravc field, from whence he was to 
enter a lane, which continued to the bridge; the enemy’s 
liorfe w'cre dilcovered marching after them with fpced ; 
and .as they might ealily overtake them in the lane, fo 
they muft as ealily ha\e put them into great diforder. 
Therefore the Prince refohed to exped, and fland 
them upon the open field, though his horfe were all 
tired, and the fun was grown eery hot, it being about 
eight of the clock in the morning in June. He then 
direfled, “ that the guard of the prifoners Ihould make 
“ what hafte they could to the bridge, but that all the 
“ rclt Ihould returnfor fome were entered the lane; 
and fo he placctl hinilelf and his troops, as he thought 
fit, in that field to receive the enemy; which made 
more haltc, and with lets order than they Ihould have 
done; and being more in number than the Prince, and 
confifting of many of the principal officers, who, having 
been prefent with the Earl of Effiex when the alarm 
came, Payed not for their own troops, but joined with 
thofe who were ready in the purfuit, as they thought, 
of a flying enemy, or fuch as would eafily be arrefted in 
their hafty retreat; and, having now overtaken them, 
meant to take revenge themfelves for the damage they 

had 
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had received that night, and morning, before the 
General could come up to have a diare in the vitdory, 
though his troops were even in view. But the Prince 
entertained them fo roughly, that though they charged 
very bravely and obftinately, being many of their lx;ft 
officers, of which the chiefeft falling, the reft ffiewed 
lefs vigour, in a ffiort time they broke, and fled, and 
were purfued till they came near the Earl of Eflex's 
body ; W'hich being at near a mile’s diftance, and making 
a ftand to receive their flying troops, and to be informed 
of their difafter, the Prince w'ith his troops haftened his 
retreat, and pafled the lane, and came fafe to the bridge 
before any of the Earl’s forces came up ; who found it 
then to no purpole to go farther, there being a good 
guard of foot, which had likewife lined both fldes of the 
hedges a good way in the lane. I'hus the Prince, 
about noon, or fliortly after, entered Oxford, with near 
two hundred prifoners, ieven cornets of horl’c, and four 
enfigns of foot, with moft of the men he carried from 
thence; few only having been killed in the adtion, 
whereof fome were of name. 

The Prince prefented Colonel Urry to the King with 
a great teftimony of the courage he had fliewcd in t)ie 
atftion, as well as of his counfel and condudl in the 
whole ; wdiich was indeed very dexterous, and could 
have been performed by no man, who had not been 
very converfant in the quarters of thofe he deftroyed. 
Upon which, the King honoured him with knighthood, 
and a commiffion to raife a regiment of horfe; and 
every body magnified and extolled him, as they'ufiially 
do a man who hath good luck, and the more, becaufc 
he was a Scotchman, and profefled a repentance for 
having been in rebellion againft the King. He defen cs 
this teftimony, and vindication to be given him, againft 

the 
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the calumnies wliich were raifed againft him, “ as if he 
“ had broken his truft, and deferred the fers icc of the 
“ Parliament, and betrayed them to the King,” which is 
not true. He had owned and publiflied his dif- 
Contents long before, and demanded redrefs and juftice 
in fomc particulars from the Parliament, in which the 
Earl of EfTcx thought he had reafon ; and wifhed he 
might receive fatisfadtion. But the man was in his 
nature proud and imperious; had raifed many enemies; 
was a man of liccnlc, and committed many tliforders of 
that kind. He was liowcver a good oiliccr in the field ; 
regular and vigilant in marching, and in his quarters; 
which the Parliament thought other men would attain 
to, wlio had fewer c'ices; and therefore granted nothing 
that he had dcfired; upon which he declared, “ he 
would ferve them no longerand delivered up his 
commiffion to the Earl of Eflex; and being then 
prefTed to promife, that he would not I'erve the King, 
he pofuis'cly reflifed to give an)' fuch engagement; and 
after he had flayed in London about a month, and had 
received encouragement from fome friends in Oxford, he 
came thither in the manner fet down before. 

Tlic Prince’s fuccefs in this laft march w'as very 
feafonable, and raiicd the Ipirits at Oxford very much, 
and for fomc time allayed the jealoulies and animofities, 
which too often broke out in ieveral fadfions to the 
difquiet of tlie King. It was vilibly great in the number 
of the jirifoncrs; w'hcrcof many were of condition, and 
the names of many olhcers were known, who were left 
dead upon the field, as Colonel Gunter, who was looked 
upon as the beft officer of horfe they liad, and a man of 
known malice to the government of the Church ; which 
had drawn f'ome fevere cenfure upon him before the 
troubles, and for which he had ftill meditated revenge. 

One 
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One of the prifoners taken in the adlion faid, “ that he 
“ was confident Mr. Hambdcn' was hurt, for he faw 
“ him ride oft’ tlie field before the adfion w'as done, 
“ which he never ufed to do, with his head lianging 
“ ilown, and refting his hands upon the neck of his 
“ horfeby which he concluded he was hurt. The 
news tlie next day made the viftory much more im¬ 
portant, than it was thought to have been. There was 
full information brought of the great lofs the enemy had 
fuftained in their quarters, by wliich three or foiu’ 
regiments were utterly broken and loft: the names of 
many officers, of the beft account, were known, who 
were either killed upon the place, or lo hurt .a# there 
remained little hope of their recoe ery. 

Among the pril'oncrs, there were taken Colonel 
Shcfticld, a younger I’on of the Earl of Mulgrave, and 
one Colonel Beckly a Scotchman ; who, being both 
vifibly wouniled, afted their hurts fo well, and pretended 
to be fo ready to expire, that, upon their paroles neither 
to endeavour nor endure a refeue, they were fuftcred to 
reft at a private houfe in the way, within a mile of the 
fiekl, till their wounds Ihould be drefted, and they 
recos'cr fo much ftrength as to be able to render them- 
felves prifoners at Oxford. But the King’s forces were 
no fooncr gone, than they found means to fend to their 
comrades, and were the next day ftrong enough, to 
fuft'er themfelves to be removed to Thame, by a ftrong 
party fent from the Earl of ETex; and, between denying 
that they had promifed, and faying, that they would 
perform it, they never fubmitted themfelves to be 
prifoners, as much againft the law of arms, as their 
taking arms was againft their allegiance. But that 
which would have been looked upon as a confiderable 
recompenfe for a defeat, could not but be thought a 

great 
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great addition to the viftory, which was the death of 
Mr. I lamb-Mr. Hambdcn ; who, being Ihot into the fhoulder with 
ed in chai- a bracc of bullcts, which brake the bone, within three 
cfwhich he weeks after died with extraordinarj' pain; to as great a 
conftcrnation of all that party, as if their whole army had 
been defeated, or cut off. 

Many men obferved (as upon fignal turns of great 
affairs, as this was, fuch obfenations arc frequently 
made) that the field in which the late flcirmifh was, and 
upon which Mr. Hambden received his. death’s wound, 
Chalgrave field, was the fame place in which he had firft 
executed the ordinance of the militia, and engaged that 
county, in which his reputation was very great, in this 
rebellion: and it was confefied by the prifoners that 
were taken tliat day, and acknowledged by all, that 
upon the alarm that morning, after their quarters were 
beaten up, he was exceeding folicitous to draw forces 
together to purfue the enemy; and, being a Colonel of 
foot, put himfelf among thole horfe as a volunteer, w'ho 
were firll ready ; and that when the Prince made a ftand, 
all the officers were of opinion to flay till their body 
came up, and he alone (being fecond to none but the 
General himfelf in the obfervance and application of all 
men) perfuaded, and prevailed with them to advance ; 
lb violently did his fate carry him, to pay the mulbl in 
the place where he had committed the tranfgreffion, 
about a year before. 

He was a gentleman of a good family in Buckingham- 
fhire, and born to a fair fortune, and of a moft civil and 
affable deportment. In his entrance into the world, he 
indulged to himfelf all the licenfc in fports and exercifes, 
and company, which w-ere ufed by men of the moft jolly 
converfation. Afterw'ards, he retired to a more referved 
and melancholy fociety, yet preferving his own natural 

cheerful- 
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cheerfulnefs and vivacity, and above all, a flowing 
courtefy to all men ; though they who converfed nearly 
with him, found him growing into a diflike of the 
eccleliaftical government of the Church, yet moft 
believed it rather a diflike of fom^ Churchmen, and of 
fome introducements of theirs, which he ajjprehended 
might difquiet the public peace. He was rather of 
reputation in his own cou.ntry, than of public difeourfe,, 
or fame in the kingdom, before the bulinefs of Ship- 
money : but then he grew the argument of all tongues, 
every man enquiring who and what he was, that durft, 
at his own charge, fupport the liberty and property of 
the kingdom, and refeue his countiv', as he thought, 
from being made a prey to the Court. His carriage, 
throughout this agitation, was with that rare temper and 
modefty, that they who watched him narrowly to find 
fome advantage againft his perfon, to make him lefs 
refolute in his caufe, were compelled to give him a juft 
teftimony. And the judgment that was given againft 
him infinitely more advanced him, than the fer\ ice for 
which it was given. When this Parliament begun, 
(being returned Knight of the fhire for the county 
where he lived), the eyes of all men were fixed upon 
him, as their I’atrie Fattr, and the pilot that muit 
freer the vcfl'cl tiirough the tempefts and rocks which 
threatened it. And I am perfuaded, his power and 
intereft, at that time, was greater to do good or hurt, 
than any man’s in the Icingdom, or than any matt of hjs 
rank hath had in any time: for his reputation of 
honefty was univerfal, and his affedions feemed fo 
publicly guided, that no corrupt or private ends could 
bias them. 

fie was of that rare affability and temper In debate, 
and of that feeming humihty and fubmilfion of judgment, 

as 
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as if he brought no opinion of his own with him, but a 
(lefire of iniormation and inftruftion; yet he had lo 
fubtle a way of interrogating, and, under the notion 
of doubts, inlinuating his objedfions, that he infufed his 
own opinions into thofe from whom he pretended to 
learn and receive them. And even with them who 
were able to itrefcrve tliemfelves from his infufions, and 
difccrned thole opinions to be fixed in him, with which 
they could not comply, he always left the charatSfcr of 
an ingenious and confcicntious perlon. lie was indeed 
a \ery wile man, and of great jrarts, and poflcfled with 
tlie molt abf'olute fpirit of popularity, and the moft 
abfolute faculties to govern the people, of any man 
1 c^'er knew, h'or the firft year of the Parliament, 
he feemetl rather to moderate and foften the violent and 
diftempered humours, than to inflame them. But wife 
and difpallioncd men plainly difeerned, that tliat 
moderation proceeded from prudence, and obfervation 
that the lealbn was not ripe, rather than that lie approved 
of the moderation ; and that he begot many opinions 
and motions, the education whereof he committed to 
other men ; lb far difguiling his owm defigns, that he 
leemed feldom to wifli more than w'as concluded; and 
in many grols conclufions, which would hereafter 
contribute to defigns not yet fet on foot, when he found 
them fufficiently backed by majority of voices, he W'ould 
withdraw himlelf before the queftion, tliat he might 
Icem not to confent to fo much vifible unrealbnablencfs; 
which produced as great a doubt in fome, as it did 
a]ij)robation in others, of his integrity. What com¬ 
bination foever had been originally with the Scots for 
the invafion of England, and what farther w'as entered 
into afterwards in favour of them, and to advance 
any alteration of the government in Parliament, no 

man. 
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man doubts was at leaft with the privity of this 
gentleman. 

.After he was among thofe members accufed by the 
King of high treafon, he was much altered ; his nature 
and c.arriage feeming much fiercer than it did before. 
And without cjueftion, when he firft drew his fword, he 
threw away the fcabbard; for he jiallionately oppol'ed 
the overture made by the Kirtg for a treaty from 
Nottingham, and .as eminent!)’, all expedients that might 
have producetl any accommodalittns in this that was at 
Oxford; and was princip.ally relied on, to jtrevent any 
infufions which might be made into the Earl of Eflb.x 
towards peace, or to rentier them ineffectual, if they were 
made; and was indeed much more relied on by that 
party, than the General himlelf. In the firft entrance 
into the troubles, he undertook the command of a 
regiment of foot, anti performed the duty of a colonel, 
upon all occafions, moft pundtually. He was very 
temperate in tliet, and a fupreme got ernor over all his 
pailions and affedtions, .and h.ad thereby a great power 
over other men’s. lie was of an indnftry and vigilance 
nor to be tired out, or wearied by the moft laborious; 
and of parts not to be impofed upon by the moft fubde 
or fharp ; and of a perl’onal courage ecjual to his 
bell parts; fo that he was an enemy not to be 
wiflicd wherever he might have been made a friend; 
and as much to be apprehentled where he was fo, as any 
man could del'erve to be. And therefore his death was 
no lefs plealing to the one party, than it w'as condoled 
in the other. In a word, what was laid of Cinna might 
well be applied to him; “ he had a head to contrive, 
“ and a tongue to perfuade, and a hand to execute, any 
“ mifehief.” His death therefore feemed to be a great 
deliverance to the nation. 


The 
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The Earl of EIlex’s army was fo weakened by thefe 
defeats, and more by the licknefs that had wafted it, 
that it was not thought fafe to remain longer fo near 
his unquiet and reftlcfs enemies. The factions and 
animolities at London required his prefence there ; and 
he thought the army would be fooncr recruited there. 
The Earl of than at io grcat a diftance ; fo that he marched diredlly 
mtrdics ftott Thaiuc to London, where he found jealoufy and 
ThTmc to contention enough; learung his army quartered about 
i,on(inn; gj._ Alban’s. Whilft the alfairs of the Parliament were 

fjuartcirng 

his army in tliis difttaftioti, the King’s recoe ered great reputation; 
Alban’s, aiid the fcafon of the year being fit for atftion, all 
difeontents and fadtious murmurings were adjourned to 
the next winter. 

Thf King’s The end of the treaty, in which we left the chief 
the Weft, commanders of the Cornifli forces, with commiffioners 
of the other weftern counties, was like that in other 
places; for notwithftanding thofe extraordinary obli¬ 
gations of oaths, and receiving the Sacrament, circum- 
ftances in no other treaty, the Parliament no fooner fent 
their votes am! declarations to them, (the fame which 
are before mentioned upon the treaties in Yorklhirc 
and Chcftiire), and fome members of their own to over¬ 
look and perplex them, but all peaceable inclinations 
were laid afide; fo that (having in the mean time 
induftrioufty levied money, throughout Sometfet and 
Devon, upon friends and enemies; and a good body of 
men) the night before the expiration of the treaty and 
celTation, James Chudleigh, the Major General of the 
rebels, brought a ftrong party of horfe and foot within 
two miles of Launcefton, the head quarter of the Cornifh, 
and the very next morning, the celTation not being 
determined till after twelve of the clock in the night, 
marched upon the town, where they were not fufficiently 

provided 
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proviiled for them. For though the commanders of 
the Cornifh had employed their time, as ufefully as they 
could, during the ceflation, in preparing the gentry of 
that country, and all the inhabitants, to fubmit to a 
weekly tax for the fupport of that power, which 
defended them; over and above which, the gentlemen, 
and perl'ons of quality, freely brought in all their plate 
to be difpofed of to the public ; and though they fore- 
faw, after the committee of Parliament came into the 
country, that the treaty would conclude without fruit, 
and therefore Sir Ralph Ilopton and Sir Bevil Greenvil 
repaired to Launccdon the day before the expiration of 
the treaty, to meet any attempt fliould be made upon 
them: yet, being to feed and pay their fmall forces out 
of one county, they had been compelled to quarter 
their men at a great diftance, that no one part might be 
more opprelled than was necellary; fo that all that was 
done the firft day was, by the advantage of palfcs, and 
lining of hedges, to keep the enemy in aftion, till the 
other forces came up; which they feafonably did 
towards the evening; and then the enemy, who received 
great lofs in that day’s adlion, grew fo heartlefs, that in 
the night they retired to Okington, fifteen miles from 
the place of their Ikirmifli. After which many fmall 
fkirmifhcs enfued, for many days, with various luccefs; 
fometimes the Cornilh advancing in Devon, and then 
retiring again; for it appeared now, that a formed array 
was marching againft them, fo far Tuperior in number, 
that there was no reafonable hope of rcfiftancc. 

Towards the middle of May, the iilarl of Stamford The Eati of 
marched into Cornwall, by the north part, with a body m.Tchcl' 
of fourteen hundred horfe and dragoons, and 
thoufand four hundred foot by the poll, with a train of 
thirteen brafs ordnance, and a mortar-piece, and a very 
vot. 11. P. I. D d plentiful 
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plentiful magazine of visual and ammunition, and 
every way in as good an equipage, as could be provided 
by men wlio wanted no money; whilft the King’s fmall 
forces, being not half the number, and unfupplied with 
every ufcful thing, were at Launcefton; of whom the 
enemy had lb abfohite a contemjit, though they knew 
they were marcliing to them, within fix or feven miles, 
that they confidered only how to take them after they 
were difjrcrfcd, and to prevent their running into 
Pendennis caftle, to give them farther trouble. To 
which ])urpofe har'ing encamped themfelves upon the 
fiat top of a very high iiill, to which the afeents were 
very fteep every wa)^ near Stratton, being the only part 
of Cornwall eminently dil'afifeblcd to the King’s fervice, 
tliey font a party of twelve hundred horfe and dragoons, 
under the command of Sir George Chudleigh, father to 
their Major General, to Bodmin, to furpril'e the High 
Sheriff and principal gentlemen of the country; and 
thereby, not only to prevent the coming up of any more 
ftrength to the King's party, but, under the awe of fuch 
a power of horfe, to make the whole country rife for 
them. This defign, which was not in itfclf unrcafonable, 
proved fortunate to the King. For his forces w'hich 
marched from Launcefton, with a refolution to fight 
with the enemy, upon any difadvantage of place or 
number, (which, how hazardous foever, carried lefs 
danger with it, than retiring into the county, or any 
thing cite that was in their power), eafily now refolved to 
aflault the camp in the ablence of their horfe; and, 
with this refolution, they marched on Monday the 
fifteenth of May, within a mile of the enemy; being fo 
deftitute of all provifions, that the beft officers had but 
a bilket a man a day, for two days, the enemy looking 
upon them as tlieir own. 


On 
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On Tucfday the fixteenth of May, about five of tlie 
clock in the morning, tliey clifpofed tliemfelves to their 
work; having flood in their arms all the night. The 
number of foot was about two thouland four hundred, 
which they divided into four parts, and agreed on their 
ieveral jirovinces. 'iiie firft was commanded by the 
Lord Mohun and Sir Ralph llojtton; who undertook 
to allault the camp on the Ibuth fide. Next them, 
on the left hand, Sir John Berkley and Sir Bevil 
Greenvil were to force their w’ay. Sir Nicholas Slanning 
and Colonel Trevannion were to aflliult the north fide ; 
and, on the left hand. Colonel Thomas Bafiet, who was 
Major General of their foot, and Colonel William 
GodolpJiin were to advance w'ilh their party; each 
party having two pieces of cannon to diipofe as they 
found necellary : Colonel John Uigby commanding the 
horfc and dragoons, being about five hundred, Hood 
upon a landy common which had a W'ay to the camp, to 
take any advantage he could of the enemy, if they 
charged ; otherwile, to be firm as a referve. 

In this manner the fight begun ; the King’s forces 
prelfing, with their utmoft vigour, thofe four ways up 
the hill, and the enemies as obftinately defending their 
ground. The fight continued with very doubtful fuccefs, 
till towards three of the clock in the afternoon; when 
word was broupht to the chief officers of the Corniffi, 
that their ammunition was fpent to lefs than four barrels 
of powder; which (concealing the defeft from the 
foldiers) they refolved could be only fupplied with 
courage; and therefore, by mefiengers to one another, 
they agreed to advance with their full bodies, without 
making any more fliot, till they reached the top of the 
hill, and fo might be upon even ground with the enemy; 
wherein the officer’s courage, and refolution, was lb well 
j) d 2 fcconded 
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fccondccl by the foldicr, that they begun to get ground 
in all places; and the enemy, in wonder of the men, 
who outfaced tlieir fhot with their fwords, to quit their 
poft. Major General Chudleigh, wiio ordered the 
battle, failed in no part of a foldicr; and when he faw 
his men recoil from lefs numbers, and the enemy in all 
places gaining the hill upon him, himfelf advanced, 
W'ith a good Itand of pikes, ujion that [tarty which was 
led by Sir John Berkley and Sir Bevil Greenvil; and 
charged them fo fmartly, that he ])ut them into dilbrder; 
Sir Bevil Greenvil, in the fliock, being borne to the 
ground, Itut quickly relieved by his comjtanion ; they fo 
reinforced the charge, that having killed moil of the 
allailants, and difperl'ed the reft, they took the Major 
General prifoncr, after he had behaved himfelf with 
as much courage, as a man could do. JTien the enemy 
gave ground apace, infomuch as the four parties growing 
nearer and nearer tvs they afeended the hill, between, 
three and four of the clock they all met together upon 
one ground near the top of the hill; where they 
embraced with unfjteakable joy, each congratulating the 
other’s fuccefs, and all acknowledging the wonderful 
bleffing of God ; and being there poflcITed of fome of 
the enemy's cannon, they turned them upon the camp, 
and advanced together to perfcdl the vidtory. But the 
enemy no fooner underllood the lofs of their Major 
General, but their hearts failed tltcm ; and being fo 
refolutely prefled, and their ground loft, upon the 
fecurity and advantage whereof they wholly depended, 
fome of them threw down their arms, and others fled ; 
dil'pcrfing themfelves, and every man fhifting for himfelf: 
The Earl is their General, the Earl of Stamford, giving the example, 
stranonT^^who, (having flood at a ftfe diftance all the time of the 
battle, environed with all the horfe, which in fmall 
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parties, though it is true their whole number was not 
above fix or I'evcn fcore, might lia\ e done great mifchicf 
to tlie fcveral parties of foot, who with fo much difficulty 
fcaled the ficep hill), as foon as he faw the day loft, and 
fome fay fooner, made all imaginable hafte to Exeter, 
to prepare them for the condition they were ffiortly to 
expeeft. 

The conquerors, as foon as they had gained the 
camp, and difperl'cd the enemy, and after public prayers 
upon the place, and a folemn thankfgiving to Almighty 
God for their dcliserancc and sibfory, lent a fmall 
party of horfe to purfuc the enemy for a mile or two ; 
not thinking fit to purfue farther, or with their whole 
body of horfe, left Sir George fhould return from 
Bodmin with his flrong body of horfe and dragoons, 
and find them in diforder; but contenting themlelves 
with the viftory they had obtained upon the place, 
which, in fu'oftance as well as circumftance, w-as as fignal 
a one as hath haitpened to either party lincc the un¬ 
happy diftradlion; for on the King’s party were not loft 
in all above fourfeore men; whereof few were officers, 
and none above the degree of a captain ; and though 
many more were hurt, not above ten men died afterwards 
of their wounds. On the Parliament fide, notwith- 
ftanding their advantage of ground, and that the other 
were the affiiilants, above three hundred were llain on 
the place, and feventcen hundred taken prifoners, with 
their Major General, and above thirty other officers. 
They took likewife all their baggage and tents, all their 
cannon, being, as was ftid before, thirteen pieces of 
brafs ordnance, and a brafs mortar-piece; all their 
ammunition, being feventy barrels of powder, and all 
other forts of ammunition proportionalde, and a very 
great magazine of bifket, and other excellent provifions 
V d 3 of 
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of vi(ftiials; which was as feafonable a blcffing as the 
viftory, to thofe who, for three or four days before, had 
fuffered great want of food as well as deep, and were 
equally tired with duty and hunger. The army refted 
that night and the next day at Stratton ; all care being 
taken by exprefs meffengers, to difperfe the news of their 
fuccefs to all parts of that country, and to guard the 
pades upon the river Tamar, whereby to hinder the 
return of the enemy’s horfe and dragoons. But Sir 
George Chudleigh liad no fooner, with great triumph, 
difperfed the High Sheriff, and gentlemen, who intended 
to have called the pojfc romilatus, according to their 
good cuftom, for the alliftance of the King’s party, and 
with little refiftance entered Bodmin, when he received 
the fatal news of the lofs of their camp and army at 
Stratton. Upon which, with as much hafte and 
diforder, as fo great a confternation could produce among 
a people not acquainted with the accidents of war, 
leaving many of his men and horfes a prey to the 
country people, himfelf, with as many as he could get, 
and keep together, got into Plymouth; and thence, 
without interruption or hazard, into Exeter. 

The Earl of Stamford, to make his own conduft and 
misfortune the lefs cenfured, indullrioully fpread abroad 
in all places, and confidently fent the fame information 
to the Parliament, “ that he had been betrayed by James 
“ Chudleigh; and that, in the heat of the battle, when 
“ the hope of the day ftood fair, he had voluntarily, 
“ with a party, run over to the enemy, and immediately 
“ charged the Parliament forces; which begot in ail 
“ men a general apprehenfion of treachery, the foldiers 
“ feaj-ing their officers, and the officers their foldiers 
“ revolt; and thereupon the rout enfued.” Whereas 
the truth is, as he was a young man of excellent parts 

and 
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and courage, he performed the part of a right good 
commander, both in his orders and his perl'on ; and 
was taken prifoner in the body of liis enemy, whither he 
Jiad charged with undaunted courage, wlicn tlierc was 
no other expedient in reafon left. But tliis fcandal fo 
without colour calf on him, and entertained with more 
credit than his fenices had merited, (for, from the time 
of his engagement to the Parlianienr, lie had ferved not 
only with full ability, but with notable fuccefs, and was 
the only man that had given any interruption to the 
profperity of the Cornilli army, and in a night-ikirmilh, 
at Bradock Dowm near Okington, llruck a great terror 
into them, and difordered them more than they were at 
any other time), wrought fo far upon the young man, 
together with the kind ufage and reception he found as 
a prifoner among the chief officers, who loved liim as a 
gallant enemy, and one like to do the King good 
Icrvicc if he were recovered to his loyalty, that alter he 
had been prifoner about ten days, he freely declared, 
“ that he was convinced in his confcicnce and judgment, 
“ of the errors he had committed and, upon |)romife 
made to him of the King’s pardon, frankly offiered to 
join with them in his Majelly’s fcrvice; and fo gave 
Ibme countenance to the reproach that was firft moll 
injurioully call upon liim. 

The truth is, he was of too good an underllanding, 
and too much generofity in his nature, to be alfefted to 
the caufe which he ferved, or to comply vviih thole arts, 
which he faw pradlifed to carry it on; and having a 
command in Ireland when the war firft broke out, he 
came thence into England, with a purpofe to ferve the 
King; and to that end, ffiortly after his Majefty's 
coming to Oxford, lie came thither to tender his fcrvice: 
but he found the eyes of moll men iixed upon him 
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with prejudice and jealoufy there, both for his family’s 
fake, which was notorioufly difaffedlcd to the King, 
and for fome errors of his own, in that plot, that was fo 
much fpoken of, to bring up the northern army to awe 
the Parliament; in which bufinefs, being then a very 
young man, and of a flirting fpirit, and defirous of a 
name, he had exprefled much zeal to the King’s fervice, 
and been bufy in inclining the army to engage in fuch 
petitions and undertakings, as were not gracious to the 
Parliament. But when that difeovery was made by 
Mr. Goring, as is before remembered, and a committee 
appointed to examine the combination, this gentleman, 
wTought upon by hopes, or fears, in his examination, 
faid much that was difadvantageous to the Court, and 
therefore, bringing no other teflimony with him to 
Oxford, but of his own confciencc, he received nothing 
like countenance there; whereupon he returned to 
London, fufficiently incenled that he was negledfed; 
and w'us quickly entertained for their weftern employ¬ 
ment, w'here his nearefl friends were throughly engaged. 
But after this defeat, his former pallion being allayed, 
and his obfervation and experience convincing him, that 
the deflgns of the Parliament were not fuch as were 
pretended, he reflgned himfelf to thofe who firft 
conquered him with force, and then with rcafon and 
civility; and, no doubt, was much wrought uj)on by 
the difeipline and integrity of the forces, by whom he 
had been i'ubdued ; and with the piety, temper, and 
fobriety of the chief commanders, which indeed was 
mofl exemplary, and w'orthy the caufe for w'hich they 
were engaged; the reputation and confcience whereof 
had alone carried them tluough the difficulties and 
ftraits, w'ith which they were to contend. 

Tliis army, willing to relieve their friends of Cornwall, 

from 
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from the burden which they fuftained fo patiently, 
haftened their march into Devonlhire, not throughly 
refolved whether to attack Plymouth, or Exeter, or 
both; when advertifement came to tliem, by an exprefs 
from Oxford, “ that the King had fent Prince Maurice, 
“ and the Marquis of Hertford, with a very good body 
“ of horfe, to join with them; and that they were advanced 
“ towards them as far as Somerfetlhire; and that Sir 
William Waller was defigned by the Parliament, 
“ to vilit the Weft, with a new army, which wmuld 
“ receive a good recruit from thofe w'ho efcaped from 
“ the battle of Stratton fo that it was necellary for all 
the King’s forces in thofe parts to be united in a body, 
as foon as might be: hereupon it was quickly refolved 
to leave fuch a party at Saltalh and Milbrook, as might 
defend faithful Cornwall from any incurfions of Plymouth, 
and with their army to march eaftward ; their number 
increafing daily upon the reputation of their new 
w'onderful vidtor)^; many volunteers coming to them 
out of Devonflnre, and very many of their prifoners 
profelling, they had been feduced, and freely offering to 
ferve the King againtt thofe w'ho had wronged both; 
who, being entertained under fome of their own converted 
officers, behaved themfelves afterwards with great honefty 
and courage. And fo making no longer ftay by the 
way, than was neceffar}' for the refrefliing of their troops, 
the Cornilh army, for that was the ftile it now carried, 
marched by Exeter, where the Earl of Stamford, with a 
fufficient garrifon, then was; and ftaying only two or 
three days to fix fmall garrifons, whereby that town, full 
of fear and apprehenfion, might be kept from having too 
great an influence upon fo populous a county, advanced 
to Tiverton, where a regiment of foot of the Parliament, 
under Colonel Ware, a gentleman of that country, had 
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fixed themfclves; hoping Sir William Waller would be 
as loon with them for their relief, as the Cornifh would 
be to force them ; which regiment being ealily difperfed, 
they flayed there to expeft new orders from the Marquis 
of Hertford. 

When the lofs of Reading was well digefted, and the 
King underflood the declining condition of the Earl of 
Eflex’s army, and that he would cither not be able to 
advance, or not in fuch a manner, as would give him 
much trouble at Oxford ; and hearing in what profperous 
flate his hopeful party in Cornwall Hood, whither the 
Parliament was making all halle to fend Sir William 
Waller, to check their good fuccefs; his Majefly 
refolved to fend the Marquis of Hertford into thofe 
parts, the rather becaufe there were many of the prime 
gentlemen of Wiltfhire, Dorfetfhire, and Somerfetfhire, 
who confidently undertook, if the Marquis went through 
thofe counties, with fuch a flrength as they fuppofed 
the King would (pare to him, they would in a very 
fhort time raife fo confiderable a power, as to oppofe 
any force the Parliament fhould be able to fend. When 
the Marquis was ready for his journey, news arrived 
of the great vidlory at Stratton; fo that there was no 
danger in the Marquis’s being able to join with that 
little Cornifh army; and then there would appear indeed 
a vifible body worthy the name of an army. This put 
Ibme perfons upon defiring, that Prince Maurice (who 
was yet in no other quality of command, than of a 
private colonel of horfe, but had always behaved himfelf 
with great courage and vigilance) might be likewnfc 
difpofed into a command of that army. Hereupon the 
King alfigned him, and his Highnefs willingly accepted 
to be Lieutenant General under the Marquis; w'ho for 
many reafons, befidcs that he was adlually pofleflM of 
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it, w.l5 thought fit to have the fuperior power over 
thofe wcftern counties, where his fortune lay, and tlie 
efiimation and reverence of the people to him was very 
great. So the Prince and the Marquis, Vith Prince 
Maurice’s, and the Earl of Carnarvon’s, and Colonel 
Thomas Howard’s regiments of horfe (the Earl being 
General of the cavalry) advanced into the Wefi ; and 
flaying only fomc few days at Salifburv, and after in 
Dorfetlhirc, whilft fome new regiments of horic and foot, 
which were levying by the gentlemen in thole parts, 
came up to them, made all convenient haftc into 
Somcrfetfhire, being defirous to join with the Cornilh 
as foon as might be; prefuming they fliould be then 
bell able to perfedl their new levies, when they were 
out of apprehenlion of being dillurbed by a more 
powerful force. For Sir William Waller was already 
marched out of London, and ufed not to Hay longer by 
the way than was unava)idably necellary. 

In the Marquis’s firll entrance into the Weft, he had 
an unfpeakable lots, and the King’s fervicc a far greater, 
by the death of Mr. Rogers, a gentleman of a rare 
temper, and excellent underftanding; who, betides that 
he had a great intereft in the Marquis, being his coufin- 
german, and fo, out of that private relation, as well as 
zeal to the public, paftionately inclined to advance the 
fervice, had a wonderful great influence ui)on the 
county of Dorfet, for which he ferved as one of the 
Knights in Parliament; and had fo well dcligned all 
things there, that Poole and Lyme, (two port towns in 
that county, which gave the King aftenvards much 
trouble), if he had lived, had been undoubtedly reduced. 
But by his death all thofe hopes were cancelled, the 
furviving gentry of that fhire being, how well affeefted 
foever, fo unadive, that the progrels, that was that year 
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made there to the King’s advantage, owed little to their 
afiiftance. 

About the middle of June, Prince Maurice, and the 
Marquis, with fixtecn or feventeen hundred horfc, and 
about one thoufand new levied foot, and feven or eight 
field-pieces, came to Chard, a fair town in Somerfet- 
fhire, neareft the edge of Devonfiiire; where, according 
The Mar- to order, they wcrc met by tjie Coinifh army; which 
rin’tford confifted of above three thoufand excellent foot, five 
Maunce""^* hundred horfc, and three hundred dragoons, with four 
wth thdr or five ficld-picces; fo that, officers and all, being join- 
tiic corniOi ed, they might well pafs for an army of I’even thoufand 
uwd!' men; with an excellent train of artillery, and a very 
fair proportion of ammunition of all forts, and fo good 
a reputation, that they might well promife themfelves a 
quick increafe of their numbers. Yet if the extraor¬ 
dinary temper and virtue of the chief officers of the 
Corniffi had not been much fuperior to that of their 
common foldiers, who valued themfelves high, as the 
men whofe couraG-c had alone vindicated the King’s 
caufe in the Well, there might have been greater dif- 
order at their firll joining, than could eafily have been 
compofed. For how fmall foever the Marquis’s party 
was in numbers, it was fupplied with all the General Of¬ 
ficers of a royal army, a General, Lieutenant General, 
General of the horfe, General of die ordnance, a Major 
General of horfe, and another of foot, without keeping 
fuitable commands for thofe who had done all that was 
pall, and were to be principally relied on for what was 
to come. So that the chief officers of the Corniffi 
army, by joining with a much lefs party than them¬ 
felves, were at bell in the condition of private Colonels. 
Yet the fame public thoughts Hill fo abfolutely prevailed 
with them, that they quieted all murmurings and emu¬ 
lations 
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lations among inferior officers, and common foldiers; 
and were, with equal candour and eftimation, valued by 
the Prince and Marquis, who bethought themfelves of 
all expedients, which might prevent any future mifun- 
derftanding. 

Taunton was the firft place they refolved to vilit, 
being one of the fairclf, largeft, and richeft towns in 
Somerfctlhire; but withal as eminently affected to the 
Parliament, where they had now a garrifon; but they 
had not yet the fame courage they recovered afterwards: 
for the army was no fooner drawn near the town, the 
head quarters being at Orchard, a houfe of the Portmans, 
two miles from the town, but the town fent two of their 
fubftanrial inhabitants to treat; which, though nothing 
was concluded, Ifruck that terror into the garrifon, (the 
prifoners in the caftle, whereof many were men of good 
fortunes, imprifoned there as Malignants, at the fame 
time raifing feme commotion there), that the garrifon 
fled out of the town to Bridgewater, being a Ids town, 
but of a much ftronger fituation ; and, with the fame 
panic fear, the next day, from thence ; fo that the Mar¬ 
quis was polfeHed, in three days, of Taunton, Bridge- 
water, and Dunftar caftle, fo rnuch ftronger than both 
the other, that it could not have been forced; yet by 
the dexterity of I'rancis Windham, who wrought upon 
the fears of the owner and mafter of it, Mr. Lutterel, 
was, with as little bloodflied as the other, delivered up 
to the King; into which the Marquis put him, that 
took it, as Governor; as he well dd’erved. 

The government of Taunton he committed to Sir 
John Stawell, a gentleman of a very great eftate in thofc 
parts i who, from the beginning, had heartily and per- 
fonally engaged himfelf and his children for the King; 
and was in the firft form of thole who had made tliem- 

felves 



414 


THE HISTORY 


Book VII. 


I'clvcs obnoxious to the Parliament. The other govern¬ 
ment, of Bridgewater, was conferred upon Edmund 
Windham, High Sheriff of the county, being a gentle¬ 
man of a fortune near the place, and of a good perfonal 
courage, and unqueftionable affeifion to the caufe. The 
army ftayed about Taunton feven or eight days, for the 
fettling thofe garrifons, and to receive advertifements of 
the motion or Ration of the enemy; in which time they 
loft much of the credit and reputation, they had with 
the country. For whereas the chief commanders of the 
Cornifh army had reftrained their foldiers from all manner 
of licenie, obliging them to folemn and frequent adfions 
of devotion, infomuch as the fame of their religion and 
difeipline was no lefs than of their courage, and there¬ 
upon Sir Ralph Hopton (who was generally confidcred 
as the General of that army, though it was governed by 
fuch a commiffion as is before remembered) was greedily 
■txpeefted in his own country, where his reputation was 
Iccond to no man’s; the horfe, that came now with the 
Marquis, having lived under a loofe difeipline, and 
coming now into plentiful quarters, unvilited by an 
army, eminent for their difaffedion, were diforderly 
enough to give the enemy credit in laying more to their 
charge than they deferved; and by tlieir licenfe hin¬ 
dered thofe orderly levies, which ftiould have brought 
in a fupply of money, for the regular payment of the 
army. This extravagancy produced another mifcliief, 
fome jealoufy, or fhadow of it, between the Lord Mar¬ 
quis and Prince Maurice; the firft, as being better 
verfed in the policy of peace, than in the myfteries of 
war, deftring to regulate the foldier, and to reftrain him 
from ufing any licenfe upon the country; and the Prince 
being thought fo wholly to incline to the foldier, that 
he negledled any conftderation of tlie country, and not 

without 
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without fomc delign of drawing the foie dependence of 
the foldier u})on hiinfelf. But here were the feeds rather 
fown of diflike, than any vifible difinclination produced; 
for after they had fettled the garrilbns before mentioned, 
they advanced, with unity and alacrity, eaftward, to 
find out the enemy, which was gathered together in a 
confiderable body, within lefs tlian twenty miles of 
them. 

Whilfl' fo much time was fpent at Oxford, to prepare 
the fiipplies for the Weft, and in fettling the manner of 
fending them; which might have been done much 
fooner, and w’ith lefs noife; the Parliament forefaw, that 
if all the Weft were recovered from them, their quarters 
would by degrees be fo ftraitened, that their otlier 
friends would quickly grow weary of them. They had 
ftill all the weftern ports at their devotion, thofe in 
Cornwall only excepted; and their fleets had always 
great benefit by it. And though moft of the gentry 
were engaged againft them, as they were in truth in 
many parts throughout the kingdom, yet the common 
people, efpecially in the clothing parts of Somcrfetlhire, 
were generally too much inclined to them. So that 
they could not want men, if they fent a body of horfe, 
and fome arms, to countenance them; with the laft of 
which they had fuificiently ftored the fea-towns which 
were in their h.ands. And therefore they refolved, that, 
though they could not eafily recruit their army, they 
would fend fome troops of horfe, and dragoons, into theThePa.iia, 
Weft, to keep up the fpirits of their friends there. 

And for the conducSl of this fervice, they made choice'''''')""”" 
of Sir William Waller, a member of the Houfe of Com- w"* 

, armv. 

mons, and a gentleman of a family m Kent. 

Sir William Waller had been well bred ; and, having 
fpent fome years abroad, and fome time in the armies 

there. 
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there, returned with a good reputation home; and 
Ihortly after, having married a young lady, who was to 
inherit a good fortune in the Weft, he had a quarrel 
with a gentleman of the fame family, who had the ho¬ 
nour to be a menial fervant to the King in a place near 
his perfon ; wliich, in that time, was attended with pri¬ 
vilege and rcfpcdl from all men. Thcfe two gentlemen 
difcourfing with fomc warmth together, Sir William 
Waller received fuch provocation from the other, that he 
ftruck him a blow over the face, fo near the gate of 
Weftminftcr-hall, that there were witnefl'es, who Iworc, 
“ that it was in the hall itfclf,” the courts being then fit¬ 
ting ; which, according to the rigour of law, makes it 
very penal; and the credit the other had in the Court 
made the j)rofecution to be very fevere; infomuch as he 
was at laft compelled to redeem himfelf at a dear ran- 
fom; the benefit whereof was conferred on his atlvcr- 
I'ary, which made the fenfc of it the more grievous: and 
this produced in him fo eager a fpirit .againft the Court, 
that he was very open to any temptation^^lat might 
i ngage him againft it; and fo concurring in trie Houfc 
of Commons with all thofe counfels which were moft 
violent, he was employed in their firft military adion, 
for the reducing of Portfmouth ; which he effeded with 
great eafe, as is remembered before; and when the Earl 
of Eflex had put the army into winter quarters, he had 
with fome troops made a cavalcade or two into the Weft, 
fo fortunately, that he had not only beat up fome loofe 
quarters, but had furprifed a fixed and fortified quarter, 
made by the Lord Herbert of Ragland near Gloucefter; 
in which he took above twelve hundred prifoners, with 
all the officers; being a number very little inferior to his 
own party; which is likewife particularly remembered 
before. So that he got great reputation with the Parlia¬ 
ment 
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ment and the city; and was tliere called William the 
Conqueror. And it is very true, that they who looked 
upon the Earl of Effex as a man that would not keep 
them company to the end of their journey, had their 
eyes upon Sir William Waller, as a man more for their 
turn ; and were defirous to extol him the-more, that he 
might eclipfe the other. And therefore they prepared 
all things for his march with fo great expedition and fc- 
crecy, that the Marquis of Elcrtford was no fooner 
joined to the Cornifli troops, (in which time Bridgewater, 
and IDunftar, and fome other places, were reduced from 
the Parliament), before he was informed that Sir William 
Waller w^as within two days’ march of him, and was 
more like to draw fupplies to him from Briftol, and the 
jjarts adjacent,which were under the Parliament, than the 
Marquis could from the open country ; and therefore it 
was held moft counlellable to advance, and engage him, 
whilft he was not yet too flrong; and by this means 
they fhould continue Hill their raai'ch towards Oxford ; 
which they were now inclined to do. 

Though Sir William Waller himfelf continued Eill at 
Bath, yet the remainder of thofc horfc and dragoons that 
efcaped out of Cornwall, after the battle of Stratton, anti 
fuch other as were fent out of Exeter for their cafe, 
when they apprehended a licgc, and thofc foldicrs who 
fled out of Taunton and Bridgewater, and other regi¬ 
ments of the country, were by Alexander Popham, 
Strode, and the other Deputy Lieutenants of the militia 
for Somerfet, rallied ; and with the Trained Bands, and 
volunteer regiments of the country, drawn together, with 
that confidence, that w'hen the Marquis had taken up 
his head quarters at Somerton, the enemy, before break 
of day, fell upon a regiment of dragoons, quartered a 
voi.. ti.?. 1. F.e mile 
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mile eaftvvard from the town; and gave fo brilk an 
alarm to the King’s army, that it was immediately drawn 
out, and advanced upon the enemy, (being the firft they 
had i'een make any ftand before them, lince the battle of 
Stratton), who making Rands uiion the places of advan¬ 
tage, and maintaining little ikirmilhes in the rear, retired 
in no ill order to Wells; ami the King's forces Rill pur- 
fuing, they chofc to quit that city likewii'e; and drew their 
whole body, appearing in number as confiderable as their 
purfuers, to the toj) of a hill, called Mendip Hill, over¬ 
looking the city of Wells, which they had left. The day 
being far fj)cnt, and the march having been long, the 
Marquis, w'ith all the foot, and train, Rayed at Wells; but 
Prince Maurice, and the Earl of Carnarvon, with Sir 
llaljjh Ilojtton, and Sir John Berkley, and two regiments 
of horfc, refolved to look upon the enemy on the top of 
the hill; who fuficred them, without interruption, to gain 
the top of the hill level with ihini, and then, in a very 
orderly manner, facing with a large front of their hoiie, 
to gi\c their foot and baggage leifure and fccurity, re¬ 
tired together as the Prince advanced. This, and the 
natural contempt the King’s horfe yet had of the encmv, 
which in all ikirmiflics and charges had been hitherto 
beaten by them, made the Prince judge this to be but a 
more graceful running aw'ay; and therefore followed 
them farther, over thole large hills, till flie enemy, who 
were anon to pafs through a lane, and a village called 
Chew'ton, w'cre compelled, before their entrance into the 
lane, to leave their referve; w'hich faced about much 
thinner than it was over the hill; which opportunity 
and advantage was no fooner difeerned, as it had been 
forefeen, but the liarl of Carnarvon (who .always 
ch.arged home) with, an incomparable gallantry charged 

the 
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the enemy, and preffod them fo hard, that he entefe 1 the 
lane with tlicm, and routed t!ie whole body of their horfe,( 
and followci! the execution of them above two miles. 

But this was like to have been a dear fuccefs; for Sir 
William Waller, wlio lay with his new army at Bath, 
and had drawti to him a good fupply out of the garri- 
fon at Briftol, had dire<-lcd this body which was in So- 
merfet, to retire before the King’s forces till they tlioufd 
join with him, who had lent a frefli, llrong party of 
horfe and dragoons, to affift their retreat; which, by 
the advantage of a hedge, had marched without being 
difcot’cred: fo that the Earl of Carnarvon, being a 
ftrangcr in the country and the w'a}'s, purlued the enemy 
into Sir William Waller’s quarters, and till himfelf w'as 
prcllcd by a frdh body of horfe and dragoons; when 
he was neceliitatcd to retire in as good order as he could; 
and lent the Prince, who followed him, word of the 
danger which attended them. Ilis llighnels hereupon, 
with what haftc he could, drew back through the vil¬ 
lage ; chooling rather, with very good reafon, to attend 
the enemy in the plain heath, than to be engaged in a 
narrow' jtallage ; thither the Earl of Carnarvon with his 
regiment came to him, broken and chafed by the cne- 
m)'; who immediately drew up a large front of liorie 
and dragoons, much ftrongcr than the Prince’s jjarty, 
who had only his own, and the Earl of Carnarvon’s regi¬ 
ments, with fome gentlemen volunteers. 'P!ic ftrair, 
and neccllity he was in, was ver)' great; for as he might 
feem much too weak to charge them, fo the danger 
might probably be much greater to retire over thele fair 
hills, being pnrl'ued with a frelh party much fuperior in 
number. Therefore he rook a gallant refolution, to 
give tlie enemy a brilk charge w'ith his own regiment 
upon their advance, whilft tltc Earl rallie.l his, and pre- 
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pared to fecond him, as there fhould be occafion. 
This was as loon and fortunately executed as refolved ; 
the Prince in the head of the regiment charging fo vigo- 
roully, that he utterly broke and routed that part of the 
front that received the imprelhon. But almoft half the 
enemy's horl’e, that, being extended larger than his front, 
were not charged, wltecled about, and charged the Prince 
in the rear; and at the fame time the Earl of Carnar¬ 
von, with his rallied regiment, charged their rear; and 
all this fo throughly performed, that they were mingled 
one among the other, and the good fword was to decide 
the controverfy, their piftols being fpent in the clofe. 
The Prince himi'elf received tw'o dircwd hurts in his 
head, and was beaten off his horle ; but he was prefently 
relieved, and carried off; and the enemy totally routed, 
and purfued again by the Earl of Carnarvon ; who had 
a fair execution njton them, as long as the light coun¬ 
tenanced his chafe, and then he returned to the head 
ciuartcrs at Well-.; there having been in thefe ftirmillies 
threefcorc or fourfcorc men loft on the Prince’s partv, 
and three times that number by the enemy ; the adfion 
ix'ing too cjuick to take many prifoners. 

At AEells the army refted many days, as well to re- 
co\ er the Prince's wounds, being only cuts with fwords, 
as fo conl’ult what was next to be done ; for they were 
now within ditfance of an enemy that they knew would 
fight with them. For Sir William Waller w'as at Batli 
with his whole army, much increafed by thofe who were 
chafed out of the ^^'elf ; and refolved not to advance, 
having all advantages of provihons, and paffes, till a 
new fupply, he every day expefted from London, were 
arrived with liim. t)n the other fide, the Marquis w'as 
not only to provide to meet with fo vigilant an enemy, 
but to fecure hinifelf at his rear, that the difaffetflion 
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of the people behind him, who were only fubdued, not 
converted, upon the advance of Sir William Waller, 
might not take frdh courage, d’hough Cornwall was 
rcai'onably fecured, to keep off any impreflion upon it- 
fclf from Plymouth, yet Dcvonlhirc was left in a very 
unfafe pofturc ; there being only a finall party at Co- 
himb-John, a houfc of Sir John Ackland's, three miles 
off Exeter, to control the power of that city, where 
the Earl of Stamford was; and to difpute nor onlv with 
any commotion that might happen in the country, but 
with any power that might arrive by lea. Upon thd'e 
confiderations, and the intelligence, that the Parliament 
had fent diredions to the Earl of Warwick their Admi¬ 
ral, “ to attend the Devonfliire coaft w'ith his licet, and 
“ take any advantage he could,” the Marejuis, by the 
advice of the council of war, fent Sir John Berkley- 
back into Devonlhire, with Colonel Howard’s regiment 
of horfc, to command the forces which were then there, 
and to raife what numlrers more he could pollibly, for 
the blocking up that city, and reducing the county; 
and upon his arrival there, to fend up to the army Sir 
James Hamilton’s regiment of horfc and dragoons; 
which had been left in Devonfhire; and, by the licenfc 
they took, weakened the King’s party; lo that, by lending 
this relief thither, he did not lellen at all liis owm num¬ 
bers, yet gave great ftrength to the reducing thofc parts, 
as appeared afterwards by their fuccels. 

After this difpolition, and eight or ten days reft at 
Wells, the army generally exprclling a cheerful impa¬ 
tience to meet with the enemy, of which, at that time, 
they had a greater contempt, than in reafon they Ihould 
have ; the Prince and Marquis advanced to I'Vome, 
and thence to Bradford, within four miles of Bath. 
And now no day palled without aHion, and very lharp 
F c ] fltirmilhes; 
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fkirmifhes; Sir William Waller having received from 
London a frefh regiment of five hundred horle, under 
the command of Sir Arthur Hafierig; which were fo 
completely armed, that they were called by the other 
fide the regiment of Lobfters, becaufe of their bright iron 
fiiells, with which they were covered, being perfeft cui- 
rafiiers; and were the firfl: feen fo armed on either fide, 
and the firft that jnade any imprefiion upon the King’s 
horfe; who, being unarmed, were not able to bear a 
ihock with them ; befidcs that they were Iccurc from 
hurts of the fword, which were alrnoll; the only weapons 
the other were furnifhed with. 

The contention was hitherto with parties; in wdiich 
the fuccefies were various, and almoft with equal lofies: 
for as Sir Willi,ina W^aller, upon the firft ads'ance from 
Wells, beat up a regiment of horfe and dragoons of Sir 
James Hamilton’s, and difperfed them; fo, within two 
daj's, the King’s fori'es beat a party of his from a pafs nea^r 
Bath, where the cnetny lofl: two fickl-picccs, and near an 
hundred men. But Sir W'illiam AValler had the advan¬ 
tage in his ground, having a good city, w'cll furniflied 
with proviiions, to quarter his feny together in ; and fo 
in his choice not to fight, but upon extraordinary ad- 
A'antage. Whereas the King’s forces muft cither difpcrfe 
thcmlclves, and fi) give the enemy aehantage upon their 
quarters, or, keeping near together, lodge in the field,and 
endure great (liftrefs of provifion; the country being fo 
(lifafTcfted, that only force could bring in any fupply or 
relief. I icreupon, after feveral attempts to engage the 
enemy to a battle upon equal terms, wiiich having the 
advantage, he w'ifely aeoided ; the Marquis and Prince 
Maurice advanced with their w'hole body to Marsfield, 
five miles beyond Bath towards Oxford; prefuming, 
that, by this means, they fhould draw the enemy from 
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tlicir place of advantage, his chief biifinefs being to hin¬ 
der them from joining with the King. And if they 
had been able to preferve that temper, and had negiedt- 
cd the enemy, till he had quitted his advantages, it is 
probable they might have fought upon as gootl terms as 
tliey delired. But the unreafonable contempt they had 
of the enemy, and confidence they fiioiild prevail in any 
ground, together with the ftrails they endured for 
want of jtrovilions, and their want of ammunition, 
wliich was fpent as much in the daily hedge-ikirmifhes, 
and upon their guards, being fo near as could have been 
in battle, would not admit tlie patience; for Sir William 
Waller, who was not to fuffer that body to join with the 
King, no looner drew out his whole army to Lanfdown, 
which looked towards Marsfield, but they fuflered them- 
fehes to be engaged upon great di lad vantage. 

It was u])on the fifth of July when Sir William Wal-’'j 
Icr, as foon as it was light, poflefled himfelf of that lull; 
and after he had, upon the brow of the hill over the^’ 
Jiigh w'ay, railed breall-works wdth fagots and earth, and 
plante'd cannon there, he fent a ftrong party of horfe 
towards Marsfield, whiqh quickly alarmed the other 
army, and was fliortly driven back to their body. As 
great a mind as the King’s forces had to cope with the 
enemy, w'hcn they had drawn into battalia, and found 
the enemy fixed on the top of the lull, the)' relolved not 
to attack them upon lb great difath'anfage ; and fo re¬ 
tired again towards their old quarters: which Sir W illiam 
Waller perceiving, lent liis whole body oi horlc and 
dragoons down the hill, to charge the rear and Hank ol 
the King’s forces; which they did throughly, the regi¬ 
ment of cuirallicrs fo ama-zing the horlc they charged, 
that they totally routed them; and ftanding firm and 
unlhaken thcmfelves, gave fo great terror to the King s 
E e 4 
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horfe, who had never before turned from an enemy, that 
no example of their officers, who did their parts with 
invincible courage, could make them charge with the 
fame confidence, and in the fame manner they had 
ufually done. However, in the end, after Sir Nicholas 
Slanning, with three hundred mufqueteers, had fallen 
upon and beaten their referve of dragooners, Prince Mau¬ 
rice and the Earl of Carnarvon, rallying their horfe, 
and winging them with the Corniffi mufqueteers, charged 
the enemy’s horfe again, and totally routed them ; and 
in the fame manner received two bodies more, and rout¬ 
ed and dialed them to the hill; where they ftood in a 
place almoft inacceffible. On the brow of the hill 
there w'ere breafl-w'orks, on which were pretty bodies of 
fmall fhot, and fomc cannon; on either flank grew a 
pretty thick wood tow'ards the declining of the hill, in 
which flrong parties of mufqueteers were placed; at the 
rear was a very fair plain, w'hcre the refen es of horfe. 
and foot ftood ranged j yet the Corniffi foot w'ere fo far 
from being appalled at this difadvantage, that they de- 
lired to fall on, and cried out, that they might have 
“ leave to fetch oft' thofe camion.” In the end, order 
was given to attempt the hill with horfe and foot. Two 
ftrong parties of mufqueteers were fent into the woods, 
which flanked the enemy; and the horfe and other 
mufqueteers up the road way, which were charged by 
the enemy’s horle, and routed ; then Sir Bevil Greenvil 
advanced with a party of horfe, on his right hand, that 
ground being beft for them; and his mufqueteers on the 
left; himfelf leading up his pikes in the middle; and 
in the face of their cannon, and fmall-ffiot from the 
breaft-works, gained the brow of the hill, having fuf- 
tained tw'o full charges of the enemy’s horfe; but in the 
third charge his horfe failing, and giving ground, he 
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received, after other wounds, a blow on the liead with 
a pole-axe, with which he fell, and many of his officers 
about him; yet the mufqueteers fired fo fall upon the 
enemy’s horfe, that they quitted their ground, and the 
two wings, who were lent to clear the woods, ha\ iiig done 
their work, and gained thofe parts of the hill, at the 
fame time beat off their enemy’s foot, and became ])oi'- 
feffed of the breall-works; and fo made way for their 
whole body of horfe, foot, and cannon, to afcend the 
hill; which they quickly did, and planted themfelves on 
the ground they had won ; the enemy retiring about 
demi-culverin fhot behind a Hone wall upon the llime 
level, and Handing in rcafonable good order. 

Either party was fufficiently tired, and battered, to be 
contented to Hand Hill. The King’s horfe were fo 
lhaken, that of two thoufand which were upon the field 
in the morning, there w'ere not above fix hundred on 
the top of the hill. The enemy was exceedingly fcat- 
tered too, and had no mind to venture on plain ground 
with thofe who had beaten them from the hill; fo that, 
exchanging only fome fliot from their ordnance, tliey 
looked one upon another till the night interpofed. 
About twelve of the clock, it being very dark, the 
enemy made a fhew of moving tow'ards the ground they 
had loll; but giving a fmart volley of fmall-fliot, and 
finding themfelves anfwered with the like, they made no 
more noife : which the Prince obferving, he lent a com¬ 
mon foldier to hearken as near the jdace, where they 
w'ere, as he could ; who brought word, “ that the enemy 
“ had left lighted matches in the wall behind which they 
“ had lain, and w'ere drawn off the field which was 
true; fo that, as foon as it was day, the King’s army 
found themfelves poHefl'ed entirely of the field, and the 
dead, and all other enfigns of viftory: SirWilliamWaller 
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being marched to Bath, in fo much diforder and ap- 
prchenfion, that he left great ftore of arms, and ten 
barrels of powder, behind him ; which was a very fea- 
fonablc fup))ly to the other fide, who had fpent in that 
day’s fervice no lefs than fourfeore barrels, and had not 
a fafe proportion left. 

In this battle, on the King’s part, there were more 
officers and gentlemen of qualify llain, than common 
men ; and more hurt than llain. That which would 
have clouded any vic^foi'y, and made the lofs of others 
lefs fpoken of, was the death of Sir Berdl Greenvil. 
He was indeed an excellent pcrlbn, whofe adlivity, in- 
tereft, and reputation, was the foundation of what had 
been done in Cornwall; and his temper and alFedlions 
fo public, that no accident which happened could make 
any imprefiions in him; and his example kept others 
from taking anv thing ill, or at leafl: feeming to do fo. 
In a word, a brighter courage, and a gentler difjiolition, 
were never married together to make tlie moll cheerful 
and innocent convcrfiition. 

Very many ollicers and perfons of quality were hurt; 
as the Lord Arundel of WardoUr, Ihot in the thigh with 
a brace of piftol bullets; Sir Ralph Hopton, fhot 
through the arm with a mufquet; Sir Geonge Vaughan, 
and many others, hurt in the head of their troops with 
fwords and pole-axes; of which none of name died. 
But the morning added much to the melancholy of 
their vidlory, when the field was entirely their own. 
For Sir Ralph Hopton riding up and down the field to 
vifit the hurt men, and to put the foldiers in order, and 
readinefs for motion, fitting on his horfe, with other of¬ 
ficers and foldiers about him,- near a waggon of am¬ 
munition, in which were eight barrels of powder; whe- 
tlter by treachery, or mere accident, is uncertain, the 
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powder was blown up; and many, who ftood near- 
eft, killed; and many more maimed; amon;y whom 
Sir Ralph Hopton and Serjeant Major Sheldon w'erc 
miferably hurt; of which. Major Sheldon, who was 
thought to be in lefs danger than the other, died the 
next day, to the general grief of the whole army, wliere 
he was wonderfully beloved, as a man of an undaunted 
courage, and as great gcntlenefs of nature. Sir Ralph 
Hopton, having hardly fo much life, as not to be num¬ 
bered with the dead, w'as put into a litter, and then the 
army marched to their old quarters at Marsfield; ex¬ 
ceedingly caft down with their morning’s misfortune, 
(Sir Ralph Hopton being indeed the foldiers’ darling), 
where they repofed thcmfelves the next day, principally 
in care of Sir Ralph Hopton, w'ho, though there vr erc 
hope of his recot'ery, w'as not fit to travel. In th.is 
time many of the horfe, which had been routed in die 
morning, before the hill w'as won, found the waj to 
Oxford; and, according to the cuftom of thofe who run 
away, reported all to be loft, with many particular acci¬ 
dents, which they fancied very like to happen when they 
left the field ; but the day brought a ptmftual ad- 
vertifement from the Marquis, but, w'ithal, a defire of a 
regiment or two of frefh horfe, and a fupply of ammu¬ 
nition ; whereupon the Earl of Crawford with his regi¬ 
ment of horfe, confiiting of near five hundred, wus di¬ 
rected to advance that way, with fuch a proportion of 
ammunition as was defired. 

After a day’s reft at Marsfield, it being underftood 
that Sir William Waller w'as ftill at BaUt, (his army 
having been rather furprifed and difeomforted with the 
incredible boldnefs of the Cornifti foot, than much 
weakened by the number fiain, w'hich was no greater 
than on the King’s part), and that he had lent for frefh 
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fupply Ironi Briftol; it was concluded, rather to march 
to Oxford, and fo to join with the King’s army, than 
to Bay and attend the enemy, w'ho was fo near his fup- 
plies: and fo they marched towards Chippenham. But 
when Sir William Waller had intelligence of the blow¬ 
ing up of the powder, of which he well knew there w'as 
fcarcely enough before, and of the hurt it had done, he 
infufed new fpirit into his men; and verily believed that 
they had no ammunition, and that the lofs of Sir Ralph 
llopton (whom the people took to be the foul of that 
army, the other names being not fo much fpoken of, or 
fo w'ell known, and at this time believed to be dead) 
would be found in the fpirits of the I'oldiers; and hav- 
ing gotten fomc frefh men from Briftol, and more from 
the inclinations of the three counties of Wilts, Gloucefter, 
and Somerfet, which joined about Bath, in the moft ab- 
folute difafFefted parts of all three, he followed the Mar¬ 
quis towards Chippenham; to wliich he w'as as near from 
Bath, as the other from Marsfield. 

The next day, early in the morning, upon notice that 
the enemy w'as in diftance, the Prince and the Marquis 
drew back the army through: .Chippenham, and pre- 
fented themfclves in battalia to the enemy; being very 
well contented to fight in fuch a place, where the fuc- 
cefs was to depend more on their foot, who were un- 
queftionably excellent, than on their horfe, which were 
at befi: w'cary, though their officers w'ere, to envy, for¬ 
ward and rcfolute. But Sir William Waller, who was 
a right good choofer of advantages, liked not that 
groimd; relying as much upon his horfe, who had 
gotten credit and courage, and as little upon his foot, 
W'ho w'ere only w'ell armed, and vyell bodied, very vul¬ 
garly fpirited, and officered : fo that having flood all 
night in battalia, and the enemy not coming on, the 
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Prince and Marquis, the next day, ailvanced towards 
the Devizes; Sir Nicholas Slanning, with great fpirit and 
prudence, fecuring the rear with I'trong parties of mul- 
queteers; with which he gave tlie enemy, who prclled 
upon them very fmartly, fo much interruption, that Sir 
William Waller, defpairing of os ertaking, lent a trum¬ 
pet to the Marquis, with a letter, offering a pitched 
field at a place of his own choofmg, out of the way. 
The w'hich being ealily underftood to be only a ftrata- 
gem to beget a delay in the march, the Marquis carried 
the trumpet three or four miles with him, and then fent 
him back with fuch an anfwer as w'as fit. There were, 
all this day, perpetual and lliarp fkirmilhes in the rear ; 
the enemy preffing s^ry hard, and being always with 
lofs repulfed, till the army fafely readied the Devizes. 

Then the cafe was altered for their retreat to Oxford, 
the enemy being upon them with improvement of cou¬ 
rage, and improvement of numbers; Sir William Waller 
having difperfed his warrants over the country, fignify- 
ing, “ that he had beaten the Marquis,” and requiring 
the people “ to rife in all places for the ajiprehenfion of 
“ his fcattered and difperfed troops;” which confidence, 
men conceivetl, could not proceed from lefs than a ma- 
nifeft viAory; and fo they flocked to him as the mailer 
of the field. The foot were no more now' to make the 
retreat, the fituation of the place they were now in, be¬ 
ing fuch as they could move no way towards Oxford, 
but over a campaign of many miles, where the ftrongcr 
in horfe mult needs prevail. 

Hereupon, it was unanimoufly advifed, and confented 
to, that the Lord Marquis and Prince Maurice fhould 
that night break through, with all the horfe, to Oxford; 
and that Sir Ralph Hopton (who, by this, was fuppofed 
paft danger of death, and could hear and I’peak well 

enough. 
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enough, though he could not fee or ftir) with the Earl 
of Marlborough, who was General of the artillery, the 
Lord Mohun, and other good officers of foot, ffiould 
Ifay there with their foot and cannon, where it was hoped 
they might defend themfeivcs, for a few days, till the 
General might return w'ith relief from Oxford; which 
was not above thirty miles off. This refolution was 
purfued; and, the fame night, all the horfe got fafe 
away into the King’s quarters, and the Prince and Mar¬ 
quis, in the morning, came to Oxford ; by which time 
Sir William Waller had drawn all his forces about the 
Devi'/xs. The town was open, without the Icaft fortifi¬ 
cation or defence, but fmall ditches and hedges; upon 
which the foot were placed, and fomc pieces of cannon 
conveniently planted. The avenues, which were many, 
W'cre quickly barricadoed to hinder the entrance of the 
horfe, which was principally a[)prehendcd. Sir William 
Waller had foon notice of the remove of the horfe; and 
therefore, intending that purfuit no farther, he brought 
his whole force clofc to the town, and beleaguered it 
round; ant! having raifed a battery upon a hill near 
tlic town, he poured in his ffidt upon it without inter- 
mifiion, and attempted to enter in feveral other jfiaces with 
horfe, foot, and cannon; but w'as in all places morerefo- 
lutcly refilled, and rcpulfed. At the fame time, having 
intelligence (as his intelligence was always moft cxadl in 
whatfoever concerned him) of the Earl of Crawford’s 
marching with a fupply of powder, according to order, 
after the firfl battle of Lanfdown, he fent a ftrong party 
of horfe and dragoons to intercept him; who, before 
he knew of the alterations which had happened, and of 
the remove of the horfe towards Oxford, was fo far en¬ 
gaged, that he hardly efcaped with the lofs of his ammu- 
ffition, and a troop or two of his horfe. 


Upon 
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Upon this improvement of his fuccefs, Sir William 
Waller reckoned his viAory out of qucftion; and 
thereupon fent a tnimpet into the tovm to fummon the 
befieged, to let them know, “ that he had cut off their 
“ relief, and that their ftate was now defperate; and 
“ therefore advifed them to fubmit themfelves to the 
" Parliament, with whom he would mediate on their 
“ behalf.” They in the town were not forry for the 
overture; not that they apprehended it would pro¬ 
duce any conditions they fhould accept, but that they 
might gain fome time of reft by it: for the ftraits diey 
were in were too great for any minds not prepared to 
preferve their honour at any rates. Wlien the enemy 
came firft before the town, and the guards were fupplied 
with ammunition for their duty, there was but one hun¬ 
dred and fifty weight of match left in the ftore; where¬ 
upon diligent officers were directed to fearch every houfc 
in the town, and to take all the bed-cords they could 
find, and to caufe them to be fpeedily beaten, and boiled. 
By this fudden expedient, there was, by the next morn¬ 
ing, provided fifteen hundred weight of fuch ferviceable 
match, as very well endured that lharp fervice. I'lie 
compafs of the ground they were to lecep was lb large, 
and the enemy prefTed fo hard upon all places, that their 
whole body were upon perpetual duty together, neither 
officer or foldier having any time for reft; and the afti- 
vity of the chief officers was moft neceflary to keep up 
tlie courage of the common men, who w'ell enough un- 
derftood the danger they were in, and therefore they 
were very glad of this meffiage; and returned, “ tliat 
“ they would fend an officer to treat, if a ceflation were 
“ agreed to during the time of the treaty which was 
consented to, if it w'ere fuddcnly expedited. 

On the party of the befieged were propofed fuch 

terms, 
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terms, as miglit take up moft time in the debate, and 
might imply courage and refolution to hold out. Sir 
William Waller, on the other hand, offered only quar¬ 
ter, and civil ufage to the officers, and leave to the com¬ 
mon foldiers to return to their houfes without their arms, 
except they would voluntarily choofe to fen'e the Parlia¬ 
ment. Thefc being terms many of the officers would 
not have fubmitted to in the laft extreme, the treaty 
ended; after thofe in the town had gained what they 
only looked for, feven or eight hours fleep, and fo long 
time fparing of ammunition. The truth is. Sir William 
Waller was fo confident that they were at his mercy, 
that he had written to the Parliament, “ that their work 
“ was done, and that, by the next poll:, he would fend 
“ the number and quality of his prifonersneither did 
he imagine it poffible that any relief could have been 
fent from Oxford ; the Earl of Effex, to whom he had 
fignified his fuccefs, and the pofture he was in, lying 
with his whole army at Thame, within ten miles of it. 
But the importance was too well underftood by the King 
to omit any thing, that might, with the utmoft hazard, 
be attempted for the redeeming thofe men, who had 
wrought fuch wonders for him. And therefore, as 
loon as the Marquis and Prince arrived at Oxford, 
with the fad and unexpcdlcd news, and relation of the 
diftrei's of their friends, though the Oueen was then on 
her march towards Oxford, and the King had appointed 
to meet her two days’ journey for her fecurity, his Ma- 
jefty refolvcd to take only his own guards of horfe, and 
Prince Rupert’s regiment, for that expedition ; and fent 
the Lord Wilmot with all the reft of the horfe, to march 
that very day, in wdiich the advertifement came to him, 
towards the Devizes; fo that the Marquis and the 
Prince coming to Oxford on the Monday morning, the 

Lord 
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Lord Wilmot, that night, moved towards the w'ork; 
and Prince Maurice returning with him as a volunteer, 
but the Lord Wilmot commanding in chief, appeared, 
fclTvtlte Wednefday about noon, upon tlie plain within 
t^miles of the town. 

The Lord Wilmot had with him fifteen hundred 
horfc, and no more, and two fraall field-pieces, which he 
Ihot off, to give the town notice of his coming ; having 
it in his hopes, that, it being a fair campaign about the 
town, when the enemy fhould rife from before it, he 
fhould be able in fpite of them to join with the foot, 
and fo to have a fair field for it; which would be ftill 
difadvantageous enough, the enemy being fuperior by 
much in horfc, very few of thofe who had broken away 
from the Devizes (except the Prince himfelf, the Earl of 
Carnarvon, and fome otlicr officers) being come up w'ith 
them, becaufe they were tired, and difperfed. The 
enemy, careful to prevent the joining of this party of 
horfe with the foot, and fully advertifed of their coming, 
drew off, on all parts, from the town; and put thcmfeh'es 
in battalia upon the top of a fair hill, called Roundway 
Down ; over which the King’s forces were neceffarily to 
march, being full two miles off the town : they within 
conceived it hardly poffible, that the relief, they expect¬ 
ed from Oxford, could fo foon arrive; all the meflcn- 
gers, who were fent to gi\'e notice of it, having mifear- 
ried by the clofenefs of the fiege; and therefore fufpcdl- 
ed the warning pieces from the plain, and the drawing 
off the town by the enemy, to be a ftratagem to cozen 
the foot from thofe pofts they defended, into the open 
field; and fo, very reafonably, being in readinefs to 
march, they w'aited a furer evidence, that their friends 
were at hand ; which ffiortly arrived ; and affured them, 

that the Prince was near, and expedlcd them.” 

YOr.. 11. P. K i"' f It 
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It will be calily conceivxd, with what alacrity they ad¬ 
vanced to meet him ; but Sir William Waller had pur- 
polely chofc that ground to hinder that conjunction, 
and advanced fo faft on tlie Lord Wilmot, that withoiu' 
fuch renio\'es and traverles, as might give his men lixic 
apprehenlion, that Lord could not expcCl tlie foot from 
the town; and therefore he put his troops in order upon 
that ground to expeCt the enemy’s charge, who were 
. fomewhat more than mufquct-fliot off in order of 
battle. 

Here Sir William Waller, out of pure gaiety, departed 
from an advantage he could nor again recover; for be¬ 
ing in excellent order of battle, with ftrong wings of 
iiorfe to Iris foot, and a good referve placed, and his 
cannon ufefully planted, apprehending ftill the conjunc¬ 
tion between the horfe and the foot in the town, and 
gratifying his enemy w-ith the fame contempt, wdiich had 
fo often brought inconveniences upon them, and difeern- • 
ing their number inferior to that he had before (as he 
thought) malfercd, he marched, with his whole body of 
horfe, from his foot, to charge the enemy ; appointing 
Sir Arthur Ilaflcrig with his cuiraffiers apart, to make 
the firll imprellicin; who w^as encountered b)' Sir John 
Byron, in whole regiment the Earl of Carnarvon charged 
as a volunteer; and after a fharp confliCl, in which Sir 
Arthur Hallcrig received many wounds, that impenetra¬ 
ble regiment was routed, and, in a full career, chafed 
upon their other horfe. At the fame time, the Lord 
Wilmot charging them from divifion to divifion, as 
they were ranged, in half an hour, fo fudden alterations 
The hatiie tljc accidciits of War introduce, the whole entire body of 
way Down, the triumphant horfe were fo totally routed and difperfed, 
w.mfm ^’’^that there was not one of them to be feen upon that large 
Waller is fpacious down; every man Ihifting for himfelf with 

routed. * a sa 
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greater danger by the precipices of that hill, than he 
could have undergone by oppofing his purfuer. But as 
it was an unhappy ground to fly, fo it was a.s ill for the 
j p'a^rhier; and after the rout, more perifhed by falls and 
btuifcs trepi their horfes, down the precipices, than by 
the fword. ''^I'he foot ftobd ftill firm, making fhew of a 
gallant refinance ; but the Lord Wilmot quickly feized 
their cannon, and turned them upon them, at the fame 
time that the Cornifh foot, who were by this come from 
the town, were ready likewifc to charge them; upon 
which their hearts failed ; and fo they were charged on 
all fides, and cither killed, or taken jrrifoners, very few 
efcaping; the Cornifli retaining too frefh a memory of 
their late diftreffes, and revenging themfelves on thofc 
who had contributed thereunto. Sir William Waller 
himfelf, with a fmall train, fled into Brlftol, wliich had 
facrificed a great part of their garrifon in his defeat; 
and fo were even ready to expire at his entry into the 
town, himfelf bringing the firft news of his difafler. 

This glorious day, for it was a day of triumph, redeemed 
for that time the King’s whole affairs, fo that all clouds 
that fhadowed them feemed to be difpelled, and a bright 
light of fuccefs to fhine over the whole kingdom. 
There were in this battle flain, on the enemy’s part, 
above fix hundred on the place; nine hundred prifoners 
taken, befides two or three hundred retaken and redeem¬ 
ed, whom they had gathered up in the fkirmifhes and 
purfuit; w'ith all their cannon, being eight pieces of brafs 
ordnance; all their arms, ammunition, waggons, bag¬ 
gage, and vidfual; eight and twenty foot enfigns, and 
nine cornets; and all this by a party of fifteen hundred 
horfe, with two fmall field-pieces, (for the viiSfory w'as 
perfedl, upon the matter, before the Cornifh came uj); 
though the enemy’s foot were fuffered to Hand in a body 
F f 3 uncharged, 
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uncharged, out of ceremony, till they came; that they 
might be rcfrcflicd with a fliare in the conqueft), againft' 
a body of full two thoufand horfe, five hundred dragoons^ 
and near three thoufand foot, with an excellent train x>f 
artillery. So that the Cornilh had great reaforv to tiihii 
their deliverance^ and vidfory at Konntlway, more 
fignal and wonderful than the other at Stiatton, fa\’e 
that the firft might be thought the parent of the latter, 
and the lofs on the King’s party was lefs; for in this 
there were flain very few; and, of name, none but 
Dudley Smith, an hoitcft and valiant young gentleman; 
who was always a volunteer with the Lord Wilmot, and 
among the firft upon any adtion of danger. 

Belidcs the prefent fruit of this vidlory, the King re¬ 
ceived an advantage from thejcaloufy, that, from thence, 
grew among the officers of the Parliament armies. For 
Sir William Waller believed himfclf to be abfolutely 
betrayed, and facrificed by the Earl of Eftex, out of 
envy of the great things he had done, which feemed to 
cclipfc his glories; and complained, “ that he, lying 
“ with his whole army within ten miles of Oxford, 
“ Ihould fuff’er the chief ftrength of that place to march 
“ thirty miles to elcftroy him, without fo much as fend- 
“ ing out a party to follow them, or to alarm Oxford, 
“ lay which they would have been probably recalled.” 
On the other Jiand, the Earl, difdaining to be thought 
his rival, reproached the other with “ unfoldierly neg- 
“ ledfs, and want of courage, to be beaten by a handful of 
“ men, and to have delertcd his foot and cannon, with- 
“ out engaging his own perfon in one charge againft the 
“ enemy.” Wherever the faultwas, it w'as never forgiven; 
but, from the enmity that proceeded from thence, the 
Kingoften afterw'ards rcajied very notable and feafonablc 
advantages; which will be remembered in their places. 

This 
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This bleffed defeat happened to be upon the fame day, 
/and upon the fame time of the dav, when the King met 
^ the Queen upon the field near Keinton, under Edge- 
Jii’d, where the battle had been fought in Oftober be¬ 
fore'; andi'jefore their •Majefties came to Oxford, they 
received the''happy news of it. It is eafy to imagine 
the joy with which it was received, all men railing their 
fallen fpirits to too great a height, as though they fhould 
now go through all the work without farther oppolition; 
and this tranfport to either extremes was too natural 
upon all the viciflitudes of the war; and it was fome allay 
to the welcome news of the victory to fome men, that 
it had been obtained under the command and conduft 
of Wilmot; who was very much in Prince Kupert's 
difefteem, and not in any notable degree of favour with 
the King, but much beloved by all the good fellowfliip 
of the army; which w'as too great a body. It was 
now time for the King’s army, vi6forious in fo many 
encounters, to take the field ; upon what enterprife, 
was the queftion. This overthrow of Waller had in¬ 
finitely furprifed, and inercafed the diftradlions at Lon¬ 
don. They had feen the copy of the warrants, which 
, his vanity had caufed to be difperfed, after the adfion 
at Lanfdown ; in which he declared, “ that he had 
routed the Marquis’s army, and was in purfuit of 
“ them; and therefore commanded the juftices of 
“ peace, and conftables, to give order for the apprehen- 
“ fion of them, as they fled difperfedand expeded 
every day, that the Martpis w'ould be fent up prifbner; 
and now to hear that his whole invincible army w'as de¬ 
feated, and himfelf fled, upon the matter, alone, (for ill 
news is for the mofl part made worfe, as the beft is re¬ 
ported to be better than it is), brought them to their 
wits end ; fo that they could litde ad\ance the recruit- 
V f 3 ing 
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ing the Earl of Ellex's army; who in his ])erfon. 
likewife grew more fullen towards them, and refented 
their little rcg;ird of him, and grew every day more con- 
verfant with the Earls of Northumberland and Hollajod*, 
and others who were moft weary of the war, 'uia w'Otda 
be glad of peace upon eafy terms. 

The King The King’s army received a fiir addition, by the 
Outennear conjunfture with thofe forces which attended the Queen; 
Hhrcoming her Majefty brought with her above two thoufand 
with a great foot ^^11 armed, and one thoufand horfe, and fix pieces 
of cannon, and two mortars, and about one hundred wag¬ 
gons. So that as foon as their Majeftics came to Ox¬ 
ford, the Earl of Edex, who had fpent his time about 
Thame anti iXylcfbury, without any adlion after that 
fkirmhh in which Mr.Ilambdcn was /lain, favc by fmall 
parties, of which there was none of name or note, but 
one handfome fmart conflift between a party of five 
hundred horfe and dragoons, commanded by Colonel 
Middleton, a Scotchman, on the Parliament party, and 
a regiment of horfe, commanded by Sir Charles Lucas, 
on the King’s; where, after a very foldicrly contefi, and 
more blood drawn than was ufual upon fuch adlions, the 
King’s party prer ailed, returning with fome prifoners of 
name, and the fiaughtcr of one hundred of their enemy, 
The Earl of not without fome lofs of their own : the Earl, I fay, re- 
vmfrom fired with his army broken, and difiieartencd, to Ux- 
bridge, giving over any thought of fighting with the 
my toUx- Kinp, till he fhould be recruited with horfe, men, and 

bridge. , , . . ^ 

money; and fuflering no lefs in the talk of the peo¬ 
ple, (who began to aflumc a great freedom in difeourfe), 
for not interpoling to hinder the Queen’s march to Ox¬ 
ford, and joining with the King, than for fitting ftill fo 
near Oxford, whilft the Lord Wilmot went from thence 
to tlie ruin of Sir William Waller. 


After 
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After which defeat, the Lord Wilmot retired to Ox¬ 
ford to attend his Majefty; and tlie Cornifli army (for 
that name it deferr edly kept ftill, though it received I'o 
■good an incrcafe by the Marquis and Prince’s join¬ 
ing with tl^m) drew back, and poflTeffed themfelves of 
Bath, whichSwas foon quitted to them, u])on the over¬ 
throw of Waller; that garrifon being withdrawn to re¬ 
inforce Briftol. At Bath they refted, and refrefhed 
themfelves, till they might receive new orders from the 
King; who, upon full advice, and conlidcration of the 
Bate he was in, and the broken condition of the enemy, 
refolved to make an attempt upon the city of Briftol; 
to which Prince Rupert was moft inclined, for his being 
difappointed in a former defign ; and where there were 
many well afFefted to the King’s fcrvice from the be¬ 
ginning, and more fince the execution of thofe two 
eminent citizens. And the difefteem generally had of 
the courage of Nathaniel P'iennes, the Governor, made 
the defign to be thought the more reafonablc; lb the 
Marquis and Prince Maurice returned to Bath, upon 
agreement to appear, on fuch a day, with their whole 
ftrength, before Briftol, on the Somerjetftiirc fide, when 
Prince Rupert with the Oxford forces would appear be¬ 
fore it, on the Gloucefterfhire fide. 

On the four and twentieth of July, both armies fat Btifloi i>e- 
down before it; quartering their horfe in that manner, [SIrV 
that none could go out or in to the cit)-, without great 
hazard of being taken; and the fame day, wnth the 
affiftance of fome feamen, who were prepared before, 
they feized all the ftiips th.at were in King-road; w'hich 
were not only laden with goods of great value, as jrlate, 
money, and the bell: fort of all commodities, which 
thofe who fufpetfted the worft had fent abroad, but with 
many perfons of quality; who, being unwilling to run the 
!■' f 4 hazard 



440 


THE HISTORY Book VII. 

hazard of a liege, thought that way to have fecuredl 
themfelves, and to have efcaped to London; and fo 
were all taken prifoners. The next clay, Prince Rupert 
came to his brother, and the Marquis, and a general 
council of all the principal officers of both arrrrlesffieiri^ 
alTemblcd, it was debated, “in what manner chey Ihould 
“ proceed, by affiiiilt or approach.” 

There were in the towm live and twenty hundred foot, 
and a regiment of horfe and dragoons; the line about 
the town was finilhed; yet in fome places the graff was 
wider and deeper than in others. The caftle witliin the 
town was very w'cll prepared, and fupplied with great 
ftore of provilions to endure a liege. The opinions 
were fevcral: the officers of the Cornifir w'erc of opinion, 
“ that it was bell to proceed by way of apjrroach; be- 
“ caufe, the ground being very good, it w’ould in a very 
“ fhort time be done; and fince there was no army of the 
“ enemy in a poffibility to relieve it, the fecureft way 
“ would be the bell; whereas the works were fo good, 
“ that they mull exped to lofe very many men; and, 
“ if they w'cre beaten off, all their fummer hopes would 
“ be dellroyed; it not being eafy, again to make up the 
“ fpirit of the army for a new adlion. Befides, they 
“ alleged, the well affeded party in the city, which was 
“ believed to be very great, would, after they had been 
“ clofely befieged three or four days, have a greater 
“ influence upon the foldier, and be able to do more- 
“ tow'ards the furrender, than they could upon a llorm; 
“ when they would be equally fenlible of the diforder of 
“ the foldier, and their ow'n damage by plunder, as the 
“ other; and the too late example of the executed citi- 
“ zens would keep men from offering at any infunec- 
“ tion in the city.” 

On the otlicr hand, Prince Rupert, and all the offi¬ 
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:ers of his army, very earneftly defired to affault it; al¬ 
leged “ the work to be eafy, and the foldiers fitter 
“ for any brifk attempt, than a dull patient defign; 


“ ^ti d tha t the army would be more weakened by the 
“ latter ul&n the former; that the city, not having yet 
“ recovered i!ie confternation of Sir William Waller’s 


“ defeat, was fo full of horror, that it would make a very 
“ weak defence : that there was no foldier of experience 
“ in the town, and the Governor himfelf not like to en- 
“ dure the terror of a ftorm; W'hereas, if they gave 
“ them time to confider, and to look long upon them 
“ w'ith a wall between, they would grow confirmed and 
“ refolute, and courage would fupply the place of Ikill; 
“ and having plenty of all kinds of provifions within 
“ the town, they would grow flrong and peremptory, 
“ whilft the befiegers grew lefs vigorous, and difheart- 
“ ened.” Thefe reafons, and the Prince’s importunity, 
with fome infinuations of knowing more than was fit to 
be fpoken, as if fomewhat would be done within the 
town, that mull: not be mentioned, and a glorious con¬ 
tempt of danger, j^revailed fo far, that it was confented 
to, on all parts, to aflault the town the next morning at 
three places on the Somerfetfhire fide, and at three 
places on the Gloucefterfhire fide, at the break of day. 
The truth is, both opinions, with regard to their diffe¬ 
rent circumftances, were in thcmfelves reafonable. For 
the Gloucefterlhire fide, where Prince Rupert was, 
might be ftormed, the graff being fhallow, and the wall, 
in fome places, low and weak ; which could not be ea- 
fily approached, by reafon the ground was rocky, and 
the redoubts high and very ftrong, which overlooked 
the ground ; on the other fide the ground was very eafy 
to approach, and as inconvenient and dangerous to 
Rorm, by reafon of a plain level before the line, and a 

broad 
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broad and deep grafF, and the line throughout better 
fiankered than the other. 

The next morning, with little other provilions fit for 
fuch a work, than the courage of the afiallan},f^. .bpih 
armies fell on. On the weft fide, w'here the Cornifli 
were, they affaulted the line in three places; one divi- 
fion led by Sir Nicholas Slanning, affifted with Colonel 
John Trevannion, Lieutenant Colonel Slinglby, and three 
more field officers; too great a number of fuch officers 
to conduct fo fmall a party as five hundred men, if 
there had not been an immoderate difdain of danger, and 
appetite of glory: another divifion, on the right hand, 
was led by Colonel Buck, affifted by Colonel Wagftafie, 
Colonel Bernard Afhlcy, who commanded the regiment 
of the Lord Marquis Hertford, with other field officers; 
and the third divifion, on the left hand, led by Sir 
Thomas Baffet, who was Major General of the Cornifh. 
Thefe three divilions fell on together with that courage 
and refolution, as nothing but death could control; and 
though the middle divifion got into the graft”, and fo 
near filled it, that fome mounted the wall, yet by the pro¬ 
digious difadvantage of the ground, and the full defence 
the befieged made within, they wore driven back with a 
great ffaughter; the common foldiers, after their chief 
officers wore killed, or defperately wounded, finding it a 
bootlefs attempt. 

On Prince Rupert’s fide, it was affaulted with equal 
courage, and almoft equal lofs, but with better fuccefs; 
for though that divifion led on by the Lord Grandifon, 
Colonel General of the foot, was beaten off, the Lord 
Grandifon himfelf being hurt; and the other, led by Co¬ 
lonel Bcllafis, likewife had no better fortune; yet Colonel 
Wafhington, with a lefs party, finding a place in tlie 
curtain (between the places affaulted by the otlier two) 

woaker 
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weaker than the reft, entered, and quickly made room 
for the Iiorfe to follow. The enemy, as foon as they 
law the line entered in one place, either out of fear, or 
by command of their officers, quit their jtofts; fo 
that the 'Prince entered with his foot and horfe into the 
fuburbs; fending for one thoufand of the Cornifh foot, 
which were prefently fent to fecond him; and marched 
up to Fromegate, lofing many men, and fome very good 
olhcers, by fhot from the walls and windows; infomuch 
as all men were much caft down to fee fo little gotten 
with fo great a lofs ; for they had ftill a more ilifficult 
entrance into the town than they had yet pafl'cd, and 
where their horfe could be of no life to them ; when, 
to the exceeding comfort of generals and foldiers, the 
city beat a parley; which the Prince willingly em¬ 
bracing, and getting their hoftages into his hands, fent 
Colonel Gerrard and another officer to the Governor to 
treat. The treaty began about two of the clock in the 
afternoon, and, before ten at night, thefe articles were 
agreed on, and ligned by all parties. 

1. “ That the Governor, Nathaniel Fiennes, together it i*; furren- 
“ with all the ofticers both of horfe and foot, now 

“ within and about the city of Briftol, caftle, and forts, 

“ may march out to-morrow morning by nine of the 
“ clock, with their full arms, bag and baggage, pro- 
“ vided it be their own goods: and that the common 
“ foot foldiers march out without arms, and the troopers 
“ with their horfes and fwords, leaving their other arms 
“ behind them, with a fafe convoy to Warmifter; and 
“ after, not to be molefted in their march by any of the 
“ King’s forces, for the fpace of three days. 

2. “ That there may be carriages allowed and pro- 
“ vided to carry away their bag and baggage, and fick 
“ and hurt foldiers. 


3. “ That 
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3. “ That the King’s forces march not into the town, 
" till the Parliament forces are marched out; which is 
“ to be at nine of the clock. 

4. “ That all prifoners in the city be delivered up ; 
“ and that Captain Eyres and Captain Cookein, W'ho 
“ were taken at the Devizes, be rclcafed. 

5. That Sir John Horner, Sir John Seymour, Mr. 
“ Edward Stevens, and all other knights, gentlemen, 
“ citizens, and other perfons, that are now in the city, 
“ may, if they pleafe, with their goods, wives, and fa- 
“ milies, bag and baggage, have free liberty to return 
" to their ow-n homes, or elfewhere, and there to reft in 
“ fafety, or ride, and travel with the Governor and 
“ forces; and fuch of them, and their families, as fhall 
“ be left behind, by reafon of fteknefs or other caufe, 
“ may have liberty, fo foon as they can conveniently, to 
“ depart this town with fafety ; provided that all gentle- 
“ men, and other perfons, fliall have three days’ liberty 
“ to refide here, or depart with their goods, which they 
“ pleafe. 

6. “ That all the inhabitants of the city fhall be 
“ fecured in their perfons, families, and eftates, free 
“ from plundering, and all other violence, or wrong 
“ whatfoever. 

7. “ That the charters and liberties of this city may 

be preferved; and that the ancient government there- 

“ of, and prefent gos ernors and officers, may remain 
“ and continue in their former condition, according to 

his Majefty’s charters and pleafure. 

8. “ That, for avoiding inconveniences and diftrac- 
“ tions, the quartering of foldiers be referred or left to 
“ the Mayor, and Governor of the fame city for the 
“ time being. 

9. That all fuch as have carried any goods into 

“ the 
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“ the caftle may have free liberty to carry the fame 
“ fortli. 

10. “ That the forces, that are to march out, are to 
“ leave behind them all cannon, and ammunition, with 
“ their colours, and fuch arms as is belbre exprellcd.” 

Tlie next morning, if not before, (for the truth i?, 
from the time that the treaty was firft offered, they in 
the town kept no guards, nor obferr ed any order; but 
their foldiers run away to the Prince, and many of his 
foldiers went into the town), his Higlmefs was poffefled 
of Briftol, the enemy then marching away. Here the 
ill example of Reading, in the breach of the articles, 
was remembered, and unhappily followed ; for all that 
garrifon was now here. So that they, with fomc colour 
of right, or retaliation, and the reft, by their example, 
ufed great licenfe to the foldiers, who fhould have been 
fafely conduced; which refiedled much upon the Prince, 
though he ufed his utmoft power to fupprefs it; and 
charged Colonel Fiennes to be accelfary to his own 
wrong, by marching out of the town an hour before his 
appointment; and thereby his convoy was not ready; 
and at anodier gate than w'as appointed and agreed on. 
And as the articles were thus unhappily violated to thofe 
who went away, fo tliey were not enough obfenxd to 
thofe w'ho ftayed, and to the city itfelf: for many of 
Colonel Fiennes’ foldiers taking conditions, and entering 
with the King’s army, inftrudled their new friends, who 
were moft dilafieded; lb that one whole ftreet upon the 
bridge, the inhabitants whereof li5rtbnder fome brand of 
Malignity, though, no doubt, there were many honeft 
men among them, was almoft totally plundered; which, 
becaufe there was but little juftice done upon the tranf- 
greffors, was believed to be done by connivance from 
the officers, and more diferedited the King's forces, and 

his 
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his caufe, than was then taken notice of, or difcovercd. 
It was a noble attribute given to the brave Fabricius, 
qui aliquul ejj'i’ crederet et in hojlem nefas. I wifh I could 
excufe thole fwervings from juftice and right, which 
were too frequently pradfifed againft contradls, under 
the notion, that they, with w'hom they w'cre made, 
w'ere rebels, and could not be too ill ufcd; when, as the 
caufe deferved, fo it needed all the ingenuity and in¬ 
tegrity, in the propugners of it, to keep tlel’pair from 
the guilty, who W'ere by much too numerous for the in¬ 
nocent. 

This redudfion of Briftol was a full tide of profperity 
to tile King, and made him mailer of the fccond city 
of his kingdom, and gave him the undifturbed poflef- 
fion of one of the richell counties of the kingdom, (for 
the rebels had now no Handing garrifon, or the Icall 
viftble influence upon any part of Somerfetfhire), and 
rendered Wales (which was before well affedled, except 
fome towns in Pcmbrokefliire) more ufeful to him; 
being freed of the fear of Briftol, and confequently of 
the charge that always attends thofe fears; and re- 
llorccl to the trade with Briftol; which was the gi'eateft 
fupport of thofe parts. Yet the King might very w'ell 
have laid, what King Pyrrhus heretofore did, after his 
fecond battle, by the city of Afculum, with the Romans, 
where he won the vidlory ; “ If we win another at this 
“ price, we are utterly undone.” And truly his Ma- 
jefty’s lofs before this town w'as ineftimable, and very 
hard to be repaired.* f am perfuaded there were flain, 
upon the feveral alTaults, of common men, but fuch as 
were tried and incomparable foot, about five hundred; 
and abundance of excellent officers, whereof many were 
of prime command and quality. 

On the Corniffi fide fell, befides Major Kendall, and 


many 
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many other inferior officers, excellent in their degree. 
Colonel Buck, a modeft and a llout commander, and of 
good experience in war; who having got over the graff, 
and et'en to the top of the wall, was knocked down with 
a halbert, and perifhed in the graff: Sir Nicholas Slan- 
ning, and Colonel John Trevannion, the life and foul of 
the Cornifh regiments, whofe memories can never be 
enough celebrated; who being led by no impulfion, 
but of confcience, and their own obfervation of the ill 
pradfices and defigns of the great condudfors, (for they 
both were of the Houfe of Commons), engaged them- 
felves with the firft in the oppofition; and as foon as 
Sir Ralph Hopton, and thofe other gentlemen came into 
Cornwall, joined with them; and being both of lingular 
reputation, and good fortunes there, the one in poffef- 
lion, the other in reverlion after his father, they engaged 
their perfons and eftates in the fervice; rather doing 
great things, than affedfing that it ffiould be taken no¬ 
tice of to be done by them ; applying themfelves to all 
infirmities, and condefeending to all capacities, for re¬ 
moving all obftrudtions, which accidentally arofc among 
thofe, who coukl only profper by being of one mind. 
Sir Nicholas Slanning was Governor of Pendennis Caftle, 
upon the credit and fecurity whereof, the King’s party 
in that country firft depended, and, by the command it 
had of the harbour of Falmouth, w'as, or might be, 
fupplied with all that was neceflary. He was indeed a 
young man of admirable parts, a fharp and difeerning 
wit, a ftaid and folid judgment, a gentle and mofl 
obliging behaviour, and a courage fo clear and keen, as, 
even without the other ornaments, would have rendered 
him very conlidcrable ; they were both young, neither 
of them above eight and twenty, of entire friendfhip to 
one another, and to Sir Bevil Greenvil, whofe body was 
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not yet buried ; they were both hurt almoft in the fame 
minute, and in the fame place; both fhot in the thigh 
with mufquet bullets; their bones broken, the one dying 
])refently, the other fome few days after; and both had 
the royal facrifice of their Sovereign's very particular for- 
row, and the concurrence of all good men’s; and, that 
which is a greater folemnity to their memories, as it fares 
with moft great and virtuous men, whofc lofs is better 
underftood long afterwards, they were as often lamented, 
as the accidents in the public affairs made the courage 
and fidelity of the Cornifh of greateft fignification to 
the caufe. 

On the north fide, of Prince Rupert’s army, fell very 
many good officers, the chief of whom was Colonel 
Harry Lunsford, an officer of extraordinary fobriety, in- 
dufiry, and cour^-e; near whom, his excellent Lieutenant 
Colonel Moyle was likewife hurt, and died within few 
days, both fhot out of a window after they had entered 
the fuburbs. There were hurt, the Lord Vifeount 
Grandifon, nephew to the great Duke of Buckingham, 
who was Colonel General of the King’s foot; Colonel 
Jolin Bellafis, fince Lord Bellafis; Colonel Bernard 
Alhley ; Colonel Sir John Owen ; and many other of¬ 
ficers of name, of whom none of quality died of their 
wounds but the Lord Grandifon; whofe lofs can never 
be enough lamented. He was a young man of fo vir¬ 
tuous a habit of mind, that no temptation or provoca¬ 
tion could corrupt him; fo great a lover of juftice and 
integrity, that no example, neceffity, or even the barba¬ 
rity of this war, could make him fwerve from the moft 
prccil’e rules of it; and of that rare piety and devotion, 
that the court, or camp, could not fliew a more faultlefs 
perfon, or to whofe example young men might more 
reafonably conform themfelves. His perfonal valour, 

and 
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and courage of all kinds, (for he had fometimes in¬ 
dulged fo much to the corrupt opinion of honour, as to 
venture himfelf in duels), was very eminent, infomuch 
as he was accufed of being too prodigal of his perfon; 
lus afieAion, and zeal, and obedience to the King, was 
•fuch as became a branch of that family. And he was 
wont to fiy, “ that if he had not undcrllanding enough to 
“ know tlie upriglitnefs of the caufe, nor loyalty enough 
“ to inform him of the duty of a fubjeft, yet the very 
“ obligations of gratitude to the King, on the behalf of 
“ his houfe, were fuch, as his life was but a due facii- 
“ ficeand therefore, he no fooner faw the war una¬ 
voidable, than he engaged all his brethren, as well as 
himlelf, in the fervicc; and there were then thrcc more 
of them in command in the army, where he was fo un¬ 
fortunately cut off. 

As foon as the news of the taking of Briftol came to 
the King at Oxford, after a folemn thankfgiving to God 
for the fuccefs, which was immediately and publicly 
performed, his Majefty aflembled his Privy Council, to 
coufider how this great bleffing in war might be applied 
to the procuring a happy peace ; and that this might be 
the laft town he fhould purchafe at the price of blood. 

It was evident, that, as this laft vieftory added great luftre 
and beauty to the whole face of his affairs, I'o it would 
produce an equal palcnefs, and be an ominous prefage 
to the Parliament; where the jealoufies and apprehen- 
ftons between themfelves ftill grew higher, and new re¬ 
medies ftill propofed, which were generally thought woife 
than the difeafe. 

Upon the news of the Lord P'airfax’s being defeated 
in tl>e North, which came about this time, they refolvcd 

r 1 • 1 -r-r /- 

to lend a committee of the two Houfes into Scotland, Houles fird 
“ to defire their brethren of that kingdom prefently tO(iZ"s"m;o 
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“ advance with an army for their reliefwhich was 
thought fo defperate a cure, that the Lords naming the 
Earl of Rutland, and Lord Grey of Warke, for that 
embafly, the Earl upon indifpofition of health procured 
a releafe; and the other, who had never declined any 
employment they would confer on him, fo peremptorily 
refufed to meddle in it, that he was committed to the 
Tower; and, in the end, they were compelled to depute 
only Commoners to that fervicc: and fo Sir William 
Armyne, young Sir Henry Vane, and tv\o more, ahifted 
with Mr. Marfhall and Mr. Nye, two of their powerful 
clergy, w'erc embarked in that negociation ; upon w'hich, 
they w'ho fent them W'cre i'o lar from being confident, 
and fo little fatisfied, that they fhould be driven to bring 
in foreign forces, with the purjjol’e whereof they had fo 
long traduced the King, that there was, fome few 
defperate perfons only excepted, even a univerfal deiire 
of peace; and the Earl of EU'ex himfelf, w'riting to the 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, of the defers in 
his army, ami of his wants of horfc, men, and money, 
advifed, “ that they would think of fending‘fome rea- 
“ fonahlc propolitions to the King, for the procuring a 
“ fafe peace which being the firft intimation he had 
ever given to that purpofe, together with his familiarity 
and corrcfpondcncc with thofe Lords, who were known 
paffionately to defire an accommodation, gave them fad 
apprehenfions; which were increafed by fome fevere 
mdl’ages they received from him, for his vindication 
from the foul afperfions and calumnies, which were ge¬ 
nerally and puDlicly laid on him, for his unadivity after 
the winning Reading, w'hilft the Queen marched fccurely 
to Oxford, and Sir William Waller w<as deftroyed; as if 
“ he w'ould think of fome way of righting himfelf, if 
“ they were not fenliblc on his behalf.” 


How 
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How to work upon thefc dilcompofed humours, and 
to reduce them to fuch temper, that they might confent 
to the kyigdom's peace, was the argument of the King’s 
confultations: but by what expedient to promote this, 
was tile difhculty. After the breach of the laft treaty, 
and when the King had in a^ain laboured to revive it, 
and could not procure any anfwer from them to his laft 
mellages; but inftead thereof his meftenger imprifoned, 
tried before a council of war for his life, and ftill in 
cuftody, and a declaration, “ that whofoever ihould be 
“ employed by his Majefty, on any meflage to them, 
“ without their leave, fhould be proceeded againft as a 
“ fpy,” (fo that though they pretended to be his great 
council, they upon the matter now protefted againft any 
relation to his Majefty), he advifed with his council, 
“ what might be fit for him to do, to left'en the reverence 
and rc]nitation of them with the peoplefor the 
fuperftition towards the name of a Parliament was fo 
general, that the King had wifely forborne to charge the 
two Hotifcs with the treafon and rebellion which was 
railed, but imjiuted it to particular perfons, who were 
moft \ilibly and actually engaged in.it. Some were of 
opinion, “ that, all the members who ftayed there, and 
“ fate in either I loufe, being guilty of fo many treafonabic 
“ afls, thereby the Parliament was adfually diflblved, 
“ by the fame rcafon as a corporation, by great mif- 
demeanour and crime, might forfeit their charter; 
“ and therefore that the King fhould, by his proclama- 
“ tion, declare the diflblution of it, and then conlider 
whether it were fit to call another.” But this opinion 
was generally dillikcd, both “ becaufe it was conceived 
“ not to be juft; for the treafon of thofe who we; e 
prefent could not forfeit the right of thofe who were 
‘■away; neither was it evident, that all that were. 

o g a “ prefent 
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“ prcfcnt confentcd to the ill that was done ; and the 
“ King’s declaring a Parliament to be difl'olvcd, contrary 
“ to an acSl of Parliament, was believed, would prove 
“ an afl: fo ungracious to the jieople, for the con- 
“ fequences of it, that the King would be an exceeding 
“ lofcr by fuch an attempt; and that many, in futh a 
“ cale, would return thither, who out of conlcicnce had 
“ withdrawn from that allembly.” 

In conclulion, the advice was unanimous, “ that his 
“ Majefty fliould declare the orders and jiroccedings of 
“ one or both Houles to be s old, by realon the members 
“ did not enjoy the freedom and liberty of I'arliamcnt; 
“ and therefore fhould require his good fubjechs, no 
“ longer to be milled by them and, to that jturpofe, 
the King hatl ilfiicd his proclamation fix weeks bcfoie 
this happy turn in his affairs, lo that he could not now 
fend a mefi'age to tliem, as to two Iloufes of Parliament, 
left he might feem to retraft his former judgment of 
them, which w'as concluded to be both regular and 
juft. Upon the wliole matter, left his Majefry miglit 
be underftood to be fo much elated with his good 
fuccefles, and the increafe of his ftrtugth, that he 
aimed at no lefs tlian a perfetft vidlorv, and the ruin of 
thofc W'ho had inccnled him, (by which infinuations 
they, who could not forgive themfelves, endeavoured 
to make all others dclperatc), he was relbleed to publifii 
fuch a declaration to the whole kingdom, that both 
Houfes, and their army, could not but take notice 
of, and might, if they were inclined to it, thence take 
a rife to make any overtures to him towards an atone¬ 
ment. To that purpofe, the next daj' after he recei\ ed 
the aliurancc of the taking of Briftol, his Majefty 
publiftied this enfuing declaration ; which I lhall enter 
in his own words. 

JJL 
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Ills Majijlfs Dcclaralion to nil his lovingfiih'jcBs, aftn- 
his vicJorirs over the Lore! Vaiifix in the hSorth, 

Sir If lUinn! IJallcr in the If ’ejf, and the taking of 
BriJtuI by his Majtjly s forces. 

“ As the grievances and lo/I'cs of no particular'f''’'' 
])crl()ns, lince tlicle milcrahic bloody diltcmpers have:- o.itii 
“ (lilqiiiclcd this ]X)or kingdom, can be compared to '' 

“ the lots and damage we ourfelf have fuftained, there 
“ having been no \ibdory obtained but in tlic blood of 
“ our own lubjedfs, nor no rapine or violence committed, 

“ but to tlie impoverilbment and ruin of our own 
“ people ; fo, a bleflcd and happy peace cannot be fo 
“ acceptable and welcome to any man, as to us. 

“ Almighty God, to whom all the fecrets of our heart 
“ arc ojicn, who hath fo often and fo miraculoufly 
“ preferwd us, and to whole power alone we mull 
“ attribute the goodnels of our prclent condition, (how 
“ unhappy foever it is with reference to the public 
“ calamities), knows, with what unwillingncfs, with 
“ what anguilh of foul, we fubmitted ourlelf to the 
“ neceflity of taking up defenfive, arms. And the 
“ world knows with what julfice and bounty we have 
“ repaired our fubjefts, for all the |)rcliures ajtd 
“ inconveniences they had borne, by fuch excellent 
“ laws, as w'ould for ever have j)revented the like; and 
“ with what earneilnels and importunity we delired to 
“ add any thing, for the eftablilhment of the religion, 

“ laws, and liberty of the kingdom. How all thele 
“ hate been difturbed, invadtd, and almoft delfroycd, 

“ by faftion, fedition, .and treafon, by thofe, who have 
“ neither reverence to God, nor affeblion to men, but 
“ have facrificed both to their own ends and ambition, 

“ is now fo evident, that we hope, as God hath w-onder- 
« g j “ fully 
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“ fiilly manifefl-ed his care of us, and his defence of his 
“ and our moft juft caufe; fo he hath lb far touched the 
“ hearts of our people, that their eyes arc at laft opened 
“ to fee how mifcrably they have been feduced, and to 
“ abhor thofe perfons, whole malice and fubtlety had 
“ feduced them to dilhonour him, to rebel againft us, 
“ and to bring' much mifery and calamity upon their 
“ native country. 

“ We well remember the Pj'oteftation voluntarily 
“ made by us, in the head of that fmall army we were 
“ maftcr of in September laft, to defend and maintain 
“ the true reformed Proteftant religion: and if it fliould 
“ pleafe God, by his l^lelling upon that army, to pre- 
“ ferve us from this rebellion, that we would maintain 
“ the juft privileges and freedom of Parliament, and 
“ govern by the known law^s of the land ; for whofe 
“ defence, in truth, that army was only railed, and hath 
“ been ftnee kept. And there cannot be a more fea- 
“ fonablc time to renew that Proteftation than now, 
“ when God hath vouchfafed us fo many ■\ i6lories and 
“ fucceftes, and hath rendered the ])ower of flrofe, who 
“ feek to deftroy jis, lefs formidable than it hath been, 
“ (fo that we fltall probably not fall under the fcan- 
“ dalous im])utation, which hath ufually attended our 
“ melfages of peace, that they proceed from the weak- 
“ net's of our power, not love of our people), and when 
“ there is more freedom in many counties, for our 
“ good fubjeefts to receive true information of their 
“ own anti our condition ; the knowledge whereof hath 
“ been, with equal indullry and injuftice, kept from 
“ them, as other adfs of cruelty ha\e been impofed 
“ on them. 

“ "We do therefore declare to all the world, in the 
“ prefence of Almighty God, to whom we muft give a 

“ ftria 
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“ account of all our profeffions and proteftations, 
“ that we are I’o far from intending any alteration of the 
“ religion eftabliflted, (as hath been often falfely, fcan- 
“ daloiiily, and againft the conicicnce of the contrivers 
“ themfelves of that rumour, I'uggefted to our people), 
“ or from the leaft thought of invading the liberty and 
“ property of the fubjee^, or violating the jull pri\i- 
“ leges of Parliament, that we call that God to witnefs, 
“ who hath covered oiir head in the day of battle, that 
“ we delire from our foul, and fhall always ufe our ut- 
“ moft endeavour, to preferve and advance the true Re- 
“ formed Proteftant Religion, elfablifhcd in the Churcli 
“ of Kngland; in which we were born, have faithfully 
“ lived, and, by the grace of God, lhali rcloiutely die : 
“ that the prefervation of the liberty and property of 
“ the fubjedf, in the due obfervation of the known 
“ laws of the land, fliall be equally our care, as the 
“ maintenance of our own rights; we defiring to go- 
“ vern onlv by thofe good laws, which, till they were op- 
“ preffed by this odious rebellion, preferved this nation 
“ haiipy. And we do acknowledge the juft pri\i!eges 
“ of Parliament to be an eftential p^rt of thoi'e laws, 
“ and fhall therefore moft folcmnly defend and oblerv e 
“ them. So that, in truth, if either religion, law, or 
“ liberty, be precious to our peojile, they will, by their 
“ fubmiliion to us, join with us in the defence of 
“ them; and thereby eftablifh that jieace, by wdiich 
“ only they can flourilh, and be enjoyed. 

“ Whether thele men, that be profefted enemies to 
“ the eftablifhed Ecclefiaftical Government, who re- 
“ proach and perfcciite the learned orthodox minifters 
“ of the Church, and into their places put ignorant, fe- 
“ ditious, and fchifmatical preachers, who vilify the 
“ Book of Common Prayer, and imploudy profane 
Gg4 “God’s 
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“ God’s worfhip with their fcurrilous and feditious dc- 
“ meanour, are like to advance that religion ; whether 
“ thofe men, who boldly, and without the leaft fhadow 
“ or colour of law, impofe infupportable taxes and 
“ odious excifes upon their fellow fubjedfs, imprifon, 
“ torment, and murder them, are like to preferve the 
liberty and property of the fubjeft: and whether 
“ thofe men, w'ho feize and polfefs thcmfelves of our 
“ own unqueftionable revenue, and our juft rights, have 
“ denied us our negative voice, have, by force and vio- 
“ lence, awed and terrified the members of both Houfes, 
“ and laftly ha\'e, as far as in them lies, diflblved the 
“ prefent Parliament, by driving away and imprifoning 
the members, and refolving the whole power thereof, 
“ and more, into a committee of a few men, contrary 
“ to all law, cuftom, or precedent, are like to vindicate 
“ and uphold the privileges of Parliament, all the 
“ world may judge. 

“ We do therefore once more conjure our good fub- 
“jedfs, by their memory of that excellent peace and 
“ firm happinefs, with which it plcafed God to reward 
‘‘ their duty and. loyalty in time paft ; by their oaths 
“ of allegiance and fupremacy, which no vow or cove- 
“ nant, contrived and adminiftered to and by thcmfelves, 
“ can cancel or evade ; by whatfoever is dear and-pre- 
“ cious to them in this life, or hoped or prayed for in 
“ die life to come, that they will remember their duty, 
and corJidcr their intcreft, and no longer fufter them- 
“ felvcs to be milled, their Prince difhonoured, and 
“ their country wafted and undone by the malice and 
“ ctmning of thofe ftatc impoftors; who, under pre- 
“ fence of reformation, would introduce whatfoever is 
“ monftrous and unnatural both to religion and policy: 
“ but that they ratlicr choofe quietly to enjoy their re- 

“ lig'bn. 
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ligion, property, an(i liberty, founded and provided 
“ for by the wifdom and induftr)’^ of former times, and 
“ fecured and enlarged by the blellings upon the pre- 
“ fent age, than to fpend their lives and fortunes to 
“ purchafe confulion, and to make themfclves liable to 
“ the moft intolerable kind of flavery, that is, to be 
“ Haves to their fellow fubjefts; who, by their pro- 
“ digious, unheard of ads of oppreflion and tyranny, 
“ have given them fufficient evidence what they are to 
“ expeed at their hands. 

“ And let not our good people, who have been mif- 
“ led, or, through want of underftanding, or w'ant of 
“ ccairage, fubmitted themfehes to unwarrantable and 
“ difloyal adlions, be taught, by thefe feducers, that 
“ their fatety now conlifts in dclpair; and that they can 
“ only fecure themfclves for the ills they have done, 
“ by a rdblute and peremptory difobedicnce. Revenge 
“ and blood-thirftincfs have never been imputed to us, 
“ by thofe, who have not left cither our government, 
“ or nature, unexamined, with the greateft boldnels 
“ and malice. And all thofe who, fince thofe bloody 
“ diftradfions, out of confcience hjve returned from 
“ their evil ways to us, have found, that it was nor fo 
“ eafy for them to repent, as for us to forgive. 7\nd 
whofoever have been mifled by thofe whofe hearts 
“ from the beginning have defigned all this milchief, 
“ and fhall redeem their paff crimes by their prefent 
“ fervice and loyalty, in the apprehending or oppoling 
“ fuch who fhall continue to bear arms againft us, and 
“ fhall ufe their utmoft endeavours to reduce thofe men 
“ to their due obedience, and to reftore this kingdom 
to its wonted peace, lhall have caufe to magnify our 
mercy, and to repent the trcfpafles committed againd 
“ fo juft and gracious a Sovereign, Laftly, we defirc 

“ all 
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‘‘ all our good fubjefts who have really affifted, or really 
“ wifhed us w'dl, now God hath done fuch wonderful 
“ things for us, vigoroufly to endeavour to put an end 
“ to all thefe miferies, by bringing in men, money, plate, 
“ horfes, or arms, to our aid; that fo we being not 
“ wanting to ourfelvcs, may with confidence expcft the 
“ continuance of God’s favour, to refforc us all to that 
“ bleffed harmony of afFedions, which may eftabliflt a 
“ firm peace ; without the fpcedy obtaining of which, 
“ this poor kingdom will be utterly undone, though not 
“ abfolutely loft.” 

What effedf this declaration produced, at leaft what 
accident fell out fhortly after the publifhing it, we fhall 
have occafion anon to remember, when we have firll re¬ 
membered fome * unfortunate paflages, which accom¬ 
panied this profperity on the King’s part; for the fun- 
fliine of his conqueft was fomewhat clouded, not only by 
the number and quality of the flain, but by the jealoufics 
and mifunderftandings of thofc who w'ere alive. There 
was not, from the beginning, that conformity of humour 
and inclinations between the Princes and the Marquis of 
Hertford, as had been to be w'ilhed between all perfons 
of honour, who were engaged in a quarrel that could 
never profper but by the union of the undertakers. 
Prince Maurice, and, on his behalf, (or rather the other 
by his impulllon). Prince Rupert, taking to heart, that a 
nephew' of the King’s Ihould be Lieutenant General to 
the Marquis, who had neither been exercifed in the pro- 
fellion of a foklier, nor even now pundf ually ftudied the 
office of a General: on the other hand, the Marquis, 
who was of the moft gentle nature to the gentle, and as 
rough and refolute to the imperious, it may be liked not 
the Prince’s afiuming to himfelf more than became a 

Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant General, and fonietimes croffing afts of liis 
with relation to the governing and difpofing the affairs 
of the country, in which he knew himfelf better verfedJeaioufics 
than the Prince ; and when Briltol was taken, where the the King’s 
Marquis took himfelf to command in chief, being aE'.'r' 
town jtarticularly within his commillion, and of which 
he was bcfules Lord Lieutenant, he thought himfelf not'’' 
regardfully enough ufed, that Prince Rupert had not 
only entered into the treaty without his advice, but con¬ 
cluded the articles without fo much as naming him, or 
taking notice that he was there. And therefore with as 
little ceremony to his Ilighnefs, or fo much as commu¬ 
nicating it to cither of the Princes, the Marquis de¬ 
clared that he would give the government of that city 
to Sir Ralph Hopton. Prince Rupert on the other 
hand conceit ed the town won by him, being entered on 
that lide in which he commanded abl'olutely, and the 
Cornilh on the other part abfolutely repulled; and 
therefore that the difpolition of the command and go¬ 
vernment of it wholly belonged to him. Rut when h§ 
heard the refolution of the Marc|uis concerning Sir 
Ralph Hopton, who was not to be put into the fcale 
witlt any private man, he gave over the delign of con¬ 
ferring it upon any of the pretenders; and by the lame 
mell'engcr, by whom he atlvertifcd his MajeRy of the good 
fuccefs, he delired, “ that he would bellow the govern- 
“ ment of that city, reduced by him, upon himfelf;” the 
which the King readily confented to, not fufpedting any 
difpute to be about it. And fhortly after an exprefs 
arrived likewife from the Marquis, with an account of 
all particulars, and that his Lordfliip had deligned Sir 
Ralph Hopton to be Governor of the new-got city. 

Then, and not before, the King underftood what 
llrait he was in; and was exceedingly perplexed to 

find 
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find an expedient to compofe the difference that he faw 
would arile. He had palfed his word to his nephew, of 
whom he was very tender, and did in truth belie^'e that 
his title to difpofe the government was r'cry juft: he 
had likewife a very juft eftcem of the Marquis, who had 
ferved him with all fidelity, and had clearly declared 
himfelf for him, when the doing otherwife would have 
been moft prejudicial to his Majeftj': and, it could not 
be denied, no fubjeft’s aftedfion and loyalty gave a 
greater luftre to the King’s caufe, than that of the 
Marquis; and that which was a circumftancc of infinite 
moment, w'as the nominating Sir Raljfti Hopton ; who 
as he was a perfon of high merit from the King, fo he 
was the moft gracious and popular to that city, and the 
country adjacent; and after fo great fcr\'ice, and fuffering 
in tlie fervice, to expofe him to a refufal, w'as both 
againft the kindnefs and goodnefs of the King’s nature, 
and his politic forefight into his affairs. And as a 
prefage how various the interpretation would be abroad, 
of whatfoever he Ihould determine, he found the minds 
and affedfions of his own court and council, with more 
palfion than ordinary, ready to deliver their opinions. 
The Marquis w-as generally loved, and w'here he was not 
enough known to be fo, his intereft and reputation in 
the kingdom was thought of w'onderful confideration in 
the King’s bufinefs; and many were very much troubled 
to fee Prince Rupert, whofe adtivity and courage in the 
field they thought very inftrumental, incline to get the 
pofteffion of the fecond city of the kingdom into his 
hands, or to engage himfelf fo much in the civil 
government, as fuch a command foberly executed muft 
neceflarily comprehend : and this as it were in contempt 
of one of the prime nobleme:n of the kingdom, to which 
order the Prince had not exprefled himfelf very debonair. 

And 
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And thefe thought the King was, by counfel and 
“ precept, to reform and Ibften the Prince’s underftanding 
“ and humour; and to perfuade him, in compliance 
“ witli his fer\'ice, to decline the contelf, and fufFer the 
“ Marquis to proceed in his difpofition, which, on all 
“ parts, was acknowledged to be moft fitly deligncd.” 

Others again were of opinion, “ that the right of 
“ difpofing the command to whomfoever he thought fit, 
“ entirely belonged to Prince Rupert; and therefore 
“ (belidcs that the King had, by the fame meffenger 
who brought the fuit, returned his confent) that he 
“ could not be reafonably refufed, when he defireil it for 
“ himfelf; which w'ould take away all poflible imagina- 
“ lion of difrei'peA to Sir Ralph Hopton, who could 
“ not take it ill, that the Prince himfelf had taken a 
“ command, that w^as defigned to him: that the eyes of 
“ the army were upon his llighnefs, w'hofe name was 
“ grown a terror to the enemy, as his courage and 
“ conduft had been very profperous to the King ; and 
“ if, after fo hajjpy and glorious an achievement, he 
“ fhould now receive a repulfe in fo reafonabk a pretence, 
“ though it would not IcHen his own dyty or alacrity in 
“ the I'ervice, it might have an unhappy influence upon 
“ his reputation and intereft in the army ; which could 
“ receive no diminution without apparent damage to his 
“ Majefty: and tlicreforc, that fbme means Ihould be 
“ ufed to the Marquis, to wave his title, and to confent 
“ that the Prince fliould enjoy his defiresfo that they 
who were only lit to be em|)loyed to perfuade and alter 
either, feemed, and indeed were, pallionately engaged 
againll the thing they were to perfuade. \\ hereupon 
the King difeerned that all depended upon his own 
royal wifdom; and therefore refolved to take a joursiey 
in his own perfon to Briftol, anti there to give fuch a 

rule 
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rule as he fhould find moft neceflar)’'; to whicli, he 
prefumed, Iwth jrcrfons would conform themfelves, as 
well cordially, as obediently. 

That which the King propofed to himfelf was, to 
gratify his nephew w'ith the name, and the Marquis, by 
making Sir Ralph Hopton enjoy the thing; upon 
obliging whom the King’s care was very particular. 
For though he knew his nature, as in truth it was, moft 
exactly free from interrupting the Icaft public fervice by 
private ends or thoughts, other men would be apt to 
conceive and publifh a difrefpedt to be done to him, 
which himfelf apprehended not; and therefore his 
Majelty vas not only, in his own princely mind, to 
retain a very gracious fenfe of his fervice, but to give 
evidence to all men, that he did fo. And fo after he 
had made a joyful entrance into Briftol, which was 
performed with all decent folemnity, and ufed all kind 
and obliging expreffions to the Marquis, he defired him 
in private to confent, that he might perform his promife 
to his nephew, which he had palled before he had an\ 
imagination that his lordlhip otherwife had determined 
of it; without .I'peaking at all of any other title his 
Highnefs had to it, but by his Majefty’s promife. He 
eftablilhed Prince Rupert in the government of Briftol, 
who immediately fent a commiffion to Sir Ralph Hopton. 
(who was now fo well recovered, that he walked into 
the air), to be his Lieutenant Governor; fignifyihg 
likewife to him, by a confident that paft’ed betw^ecn 
them, that though he w^as now engaged for fume time, 
“ which Ihould not be long, to keep the fiqierior title 
“ himfelf, he w'ould not at all meddle in the government, 
“ but that he fhould be as abfolute in it, as if the 
“ original commiffion had been granted to him.” 

Sir Ralph Hopton, who was exceedingly forry that his 

name 
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name was at all ufed, and expofed, as an argument of 
difterence and mil’underftandlng between perfons of fuch 
eminent influence upon the public, quickly difcerned 
that this expedient, though it feemed plaufibly to leflen 
the noife of the debate, did in truth objetft him to the 
full envy of one party. For the Marquis (who by the 
King’s pcrfualions w'as rather quieted than fatisfied) 
might, and he forefaw would, be perfuaded to expe<!it 
that he would refufe the commiflion from Prince Rupert, 
both, as he might be thought to comply in an injury 
done to the Marquis, to whom his devotion had been 
ancient, fall:, and unihaken, and as the command now 
given him was inferior to what the Marquis, who had 
the power of difpofal, had conferred on him; and fo 
that he Ihould vindicate the title, which the King him- 
felf was loath to give a judgment upon. He was the 
more troubled, becaufe he found that, by fubmitting to 
this charge, he fhould by fomc be thought to have de- 
ferted the Marquis out of a kind of revenge for his 
having deferted the enterprife, when he chofe, the laft 
year, rather to go into Wales than Cornwall, and for 
his deferring him again now, when he brought all new 
officers to command the army over their heads who had 
raifed it, and made die way for the new to come to them. , 
Whereas the firft, as is before remembered, was done 
by his owm advice, as well as his full confent; and the lat¬ 
ter, he well knew, was rather to be imputed to Prince 
Maurice than to his Lordffiip, whole kindnefs and 
efteem had been ever very real to him. On the other 
hand, he faw plainly, that if he refuted to receive this 
commiflion, with what fpccious circumftances of du^ 
and fubmilflon foever, it might produce (as without 
doubt unavoidably it w'ould) notable difturbanccs and in¬ 
terruptions in the King's afl'airs; and that the Marquis, 

to 
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to common underftandings, had, to obey the King, de¬ 
clined the conteft, and therefore that the reviving it, and 
the mifehief that attended it, would be imputed to his 
particular account. Bclides that, he had always borne 
an avowed and declared reverence to the Queen of Bo¬ 
hemia and her children, whom he had perfonally and 
aftively ferved in their w'ars, whilft they maintained any, 
and for whofe honour and reftitution he had been a zea¬ 
lous and known champion. And therefore he had no 
inclination to difoblige a hopeful prince of that houfe, 
upon whom our own hopes feemed fo much to depend. 
He therefore refolved, according to his rare temper 
throughout this war, to let him whom he profefled to 
ferve, choofe in what kind he would be ferved by him ; 
and cheerfully received the commiflion from Prince 
Bupert; upon which, all difeourfe, or debate of dif¬ 
ference, was for the prefent determined, what whifperings 
or murmurings foever remained. 

The King found it now high time to refolve, to what 
adfion next to difpofe his armies, and that their lying 
ftill fo long there (for thefe agitations had kept the main 
work from going forward ten or twelve days, a time in 
that feafon unfortunately loft) had more weakened, than 
refrefhed them; having not loft more men by ftorming 
the city, than afterwards by plundering it: thofe foldiers, 
who had warmed themfelves with the burden of pillage, 
never quietly again fubmitting to the carriage of their 
arms. 

The queftion was, firft, “ whether both armies ftiould 
“ be united, and march in one upon the next delign ?” 
And then, “ what that defign ftiould be?” Againft the 
firft, there were many allegations. 

1. “The condition of the Weft: Dorfetfliire and 
“ Devonfhire were entirely polfelTed by the enemy ; for 

“though 
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“ tliough Sir John Berkley with a daring party kept 
“ Exeter, and Colonel John Digby the North part 
“ (which was notorioufly difafFedted) from joining with 
“ Plymouth, which would elfe quickly have grown into 
“ an army ftrong enough to infell Cornwall, yet they 
“ had no place to retire to upon diftrefs; and all the ports 
“ upon the wellern coafts were garrifoned by the Parlia- 
“ ment, which, upon the fame of the approach of the' 
“ King’s forces, and the lofs of Brillol, might probably 
“ be, without much reliftance, reduced. 

2. “ The Cornilh army was greater in reputation, than 
“ numbers; having loll many at Lanldown, and the af- 
“ fault of Brillol, and, by the death of their chief offi- 
“ ccrs, very many were run away lince: belides they 
“ pretended fome prornifetmade to their country (w'hich 
“ they conceived not to be enough feeuxed againll Ply- 
“ mouth) of returning fpeedily for the redudlion of that 
town ; fo that if they were compelled to march eall- 
“ wards, to which they were not inclined, it was to be 
“ doubted they would moulder away fo fall, that there 
“ would be little addition of llrength by it. Whereas if 
“ they marched wellward, it would be, no hard matter 
“ to gather up thofe who were returned, and to be llrong 
“ enough in a very fhort time, by new levies, for any en- 
“ terprife Ihould be thought reafonablc to be undertaken.” 
To which was added, “ that having loll thofe officers, 

“ whom they loved and feared, and w'hofe reverence 
“ rellrained their natural dillempcrs, they were too much 
“ inclified to mutiny; and had cxprelled a peremfitory 
“ averlion to the joining, and marching witli the King’s 
“ army.” And the trudi is, their humours then were 
not very gentle and agreeable, as being apt to think 
that their prowefs was not enough recompenfed, or valued. 
Tor though the King affedted to make all poffible dc- 
van, iJ.r. I. uh moiillrations 
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monftrations to them, of an extraordinary high efteem 
he had of their wonderful fidelity and courage, yet he 
was able to procure -v’ery little money for them; and they 
had then, by the difeipline under which they had been 
trained, (which was molf regular, and full of that fo- 
briety which promifed good fortune), an honeft pride in 
their own natures, a great difdain of plundering, or fup* 
plying themfelves by thole vile arts, which they grew 
afterwards lefs tender to avoid. 

3. “ The great number of the King’s hoife; which was 
“ lb brave a body, that when that part of it which was 

joined to the Cornilh was away, he Ihould march with 
“ at leaft fix thoufand horl'e, which were as many as 
“ would be able to live on any country within a due 

diftance of quartering. 

4. “ Laftly, fome correfpondence with the chief gen- 
“ tlemen of Dorfetlhire, who were ready to join with any 
“ confiderable party for the King, and had Ibme probable 
“ hopes, that the fmall garrifons upon the coaft would 
“ not make a tedious refiltance.” 

There was another reafon, wdiich was not given, that 
if both armies had been kneaded into one, I’rince Mau¬ 
rice could have been but a private Colonel: but there 
were enough befides to fatisfy the King to keep them 
divided; and fo he gave order to the Earl of Carnarvon 
to advance tow'ards Dorcheftcr (the chief town in that 
county, and one of the moft malignant in England, 
where the rebels had a garrifon) with the horfe and 
dragoons, and the next day to Prince Maurice to' march 
after with the foot and cannon; his Majefty keeping 
with him tha Marquis of Hertford to attend his own. 
perfon; for though he well faw, he Ihould imdergo 
fome inconveniences by withdrawing,,the Marquis from 
that eraployBaefit, the opinion of the foundnefs of his 

religion, 
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religion, and integrity of his juftice, rendering him by 
much the moft popular man in thofe parts, and was ex¬ 
ceedingly tender of giving the leaft umbrage and diftafte 
to his Lordlhip, upon whofe honour and afiedfion he 
relied entirely, and would as foon liave truifed his crown 
upon his fidelity, as upon any man’s in his three king¬ 
doms, yet he difcerned plainly that the Prince and the 
Marquis would never agree together; and that there 
were perfons about them, who would foment their indif- 
pofitions to each other, with any hazard to his fervice; 
and concluded, that he fhould’fooner reduce his people 
by the power of his army, than by the perfuafions of his 
counfel; and that the roughnefs of the one’s nature 
might prevail more than the lenity and condefcen- 
fion of the other: and therefore he fent the Prince on 
that employment; ufing all imagin^le means to re¬ 
move any trouble, or jealoufy of his favour from the 
Marquis’s mind; his Majefty freely and clearly commu¬ 
nicating to him all his counfcls, and the true grounds of 
his refolution; and declaring to him, “ that he would 
-‘‘make him a Gentleman of his Bedchamber, and 
“ Groom of his Stole, and tliat he wptild always have 
“ his company and advice about himwith which the 
Marquis was fatisfied, rather becaufc he refolved not to 
difobeyhim, than .that he was well pleafedwith the price 
of the obligations. 

And truly many wife and honeft men were forry for 
the King’s cleftion; and though the Marquis’s years, 
and a long indulgence to his eafe, liad fuperinduced a 
kind of lazinefs and inaftivity upon his nature, that was 
neither agreeable to his primitive conffitution, nor the 
great endowments of his mind, (for he was a good 
fcholar, and had a good judgment), and left to the tem¬ 
per of this time, and the office of a General, infomuch 
H h a as 
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as he often refigncd an excellent undeiifanding to thofe- 
who had a very indiiFercnt one, and followed the advice, 
and concluded upon the information of thofe, who had 
narrower and more vulgar thoughts than fuited with his 
honour, and were not worthy of fuch a truft: yet they 
thought the Prince’s inexperience of the cuftoms and 
manners of England, and an averfion from confidcring 
them, muft fubjeft him to the information and advice 
of worfe counfellors than the other, and which would 
not be fo eafily controlled: and I am of opinion, that 
'if the Prince had waited on his Majefty in that army, 
and never interpofed in any command, not purely mar¬ 
tial, and the Marquis been lent with thofe forces into the 
Weft with the Lord Hopton, (who was now to be left 
at Briftol to intend his health, and to form that new 
garrifon ; which was to be a magazine for men, arms, 
ammunition, and all that was wanted), and fome other 
fteady perfons, who might have been afligned to I'pccial 
provinces, a greater tide of good fortune had attended 
that expedition. 

The next refolution to be taken, was ebneerning the 
King’s own motion with the other army. There was 
not a man, who did not think the reducing of Glou- 
cefter, a city within little more than twenty miles of 
Briftol, oLmighty importance to the King, if it might 
be done without a great exj^cnce of time, and lofs of 
men: “ It was the only garrifon the rebels had between 
“ Briftol and Lancalhirc, on the nortli part of England; 
“ and if it could be recovered, his Majefty would have 
“ the river of Severn entirely within his command; 
“ whereby his garrifons of Worceftcr and Shrewlburj', 

and all thofe parts, might be fupplied from Briftol; 

and the trade of that city thereby fo advanced, that 
« tie cuftoms and duty might bring a notable revenue 
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“ to tlic King, and the wealth of the city increafing, it 
*‘ might bear the greater burden for tlie war: a rich 
“ and populous county, which liitherto rather yielded 
“ conveniences of quarter, than a fettled contribution, 
“ (that jfrong garrifon holding not only the whole 
“ Koreft divifion, which is a fonrlli part of the county 
“ of Gloucefter, abfolufely in obedience, but fo alarmed 
“ all other parts, that ,onc of the gentry, who for the 
“ moft part were well aifcdlied, durft flay at their own 
“ houfes), might be wholly the King’s quarters; and by 
“ how much it had ofl'ended and difquieted the King, 
“ more than otlier counties, by fo much the more 
“ money might be raifed u]X)n them.” Befides the 
general weekly contributions, the )’C(wnanry, who had 
been moft I'onvard and feditious, being very W’calthy, 
and able to redeem their delinquency at a high price, 
(and thefe arguments were fully prcfTcd by the well 
affeefted gentry of the county, who had carried thcmfelves 
honcftly, and fuffered very much by doing fo, and 
undertook great levies of men, if this work rvcrc lirft 
done), there was another argument of no Icfs, if not 
greater, moment than all the reft: “ if /jlouccfter were 
“ reduced, there would need no forces to be left in 

Wales, and all thofe foldiers might be then draw'n to 
“ the marching army, and the contributions and other 
“ taxes aftigned to tlic payment of it.” Indeed the 
King would have iiad a glorious and entire ])art of his 
kingdom, to have contended with the reft. 

Yet .all thefe motives were not thought worth the 
engaging his army in a doubtful fiege ; whilft the 
Parliament might both recover the fear that was upon 
them, and confequcntly allay and compofe the diftcinpers, 
(which, if they did not wholly proceed from, were very 
miK'h ftrengthened by, thofe fears), and recruit their 
H h 3 army ; 
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anny; and therefore that it was better to march into 
fome of thofe counties which were moft oppreffed by 
the enemy, and there wait fuch advantage, as the 
diftradlion in and about London would adminifter, 
except there could be fome probable hope that Gloucefter 
might be got without much delay. And to that purpofe 
there had been fecret agitation,* the effedl whereof was 
hourly expedled. The Governor of that garrifon was 
one Colonel Mafly, a foldier of fortune, who had, in 
tlie late northern expeditions prepared by the King 
againft Scotland, been an officer in the King’s army, 
under the command of Colonel William Leg; and, 
in the beginning of thefe troubles, had been at York 
with inclination to ferve the King; but finding himfelf 
not enough known there, and that there would be little 
gotten, but the comfort of a good conlcience, he went 
to London, where there was more money, and fewer 
officers; and was eafily made Lieutenant Colonel to the 
Earl of Stamford; and being quickly found to be a 
diligent and ftout officer, and of no ill parts of conveifa- 
tion to render himfelf acceptable, among the common 
people, was by his lordffiip, when he went into the 
Weft, left Governor of that city of Gloucefter, where 
he had behaved himfelf adtively and fuccefsfully. 
There was no reafon to dcfpair, that this man (not 
intoxicated wi^ any of tliofe fumes which made men 
rave, and frantic in the caufe) might not be wrought 
upon. And Will. Leg, who had the good opinion of 
moft men, and the particular kindnefs of Prince Rupert, 
had fent a meffenger, who was like to pafs without 
fufpicion to Gloucefter, with fuch a letter of kindnefs 
and overture to Mafl'y, as was proper in fuch a cafe 
from one friend to another. This meffenger returned 
when the King’s and the army’s motion was under 

debate. 
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debate, and brought an anfwer from the Governor to 
Colonel Leg, in a very high ftile, and feeming to take 
it much unkindly, “that he Ihould endeavour to 
“ corrupt him in his honcfty and fidelity, and to 
“ perfuade him to break a trull, which, to lave his life, 
“ he would never dowith much difcourfe “ of his 
“ honour and reputation, which would be always dear 
“ to him.” But the meflienger faid withal, “ that, after 
“ the Governor had given him this letter, and fome 
“ lharp reproaches before company, he was brought 
“ again, a back way, to a place where the Governor 
“ was by himlclf; and then he told him, that it was 
“ moll neceflary he Ihould write fuch an anfwer as he 
“ had done; which was communicated to thofe, who 
“ elfe would have been jealous what fuch a mellenger 
“ Ihould come to him about; but that he Ihould tell 
“ Will. Leg, that he was the fame man he had ever 
“ been, his fen'ant; and that he wiflied the King well; 
“ that he heard Prince Rupert meant to bring the army 
“ before that town; if he did, he would defend it as well 
“ as he could; and his Highnefs would find another 
“ work than he had at Briftol; but if the King himlclf 
“ came with his army, and fummoned it, he would not 
“ hold it againft him: for it would not Hand with his 
“ confeience to fight againft the perfon of the King; 
“ befides that in fuch a cafe, he Ihould be able to 
“ perfuade thofe of the town; which otherwife he could 

not do.” 

This meflage turned the fcale; for though it miglit 
be without purpofe of being honeft, yet there was no 
great objedlion againft the King’s marching that way 
with his army; fince it would be ftill in his power to 
purfue any other counfei, without engaging before it. 

H h 4 And 
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And it was to fome a fign that he meant well, becaufe 
he had not hanged, or at leaft imprifoned, the raelTenger 
who came to him on fiich an errand. Hereupon the 
King refolved for Gloucefter, but not to be engaged in a 
liege ; and fo fent his army that way ; and the next day 
(having firft fent Sir Ralph Hopton a w'arrant to create 
him Baron Hopton of Stratton, in memory of the 
The King happy battle fought there) with the remainder of his 
t^^wardf forces marched towards it. On Wednefday the tenth of 
Auguft, the King ranged his whole army upon a fair 
mim^ It, j,i}j jjj yig^ Qf tJig city, and within Icfs tlian 

Aug. 10, ’ . . ^ 

><>43' two miles of it; and then, being about two of the clock 
in the afternoon, he fent a trumpet with this fummons 
to the town. 

“ Out of our tender compaffion to our city of Glou> 
“ celler, and tliat it may not receive prejudice by our 
“ army, which we cannot prevent if we be compelled to 
affault it, we are pcrfonally come before it to require 
“ the fame ; and are gracioufly pleafed to let all the in- 
“ habitants of, and all other perfons within that city, 
“ as well foldiers as others, know, that if they fhall im- 
“ mediately fubmit thcmfelves, and deliver this our city 
“ to us, we are contented, freely and abfolutely to par- 
“ don every one of them, without exception; and do 
“ afflire them, in the word of a King, that they, nor 
“ any of them fhall receive the leaft damage or preju- 
dice by our army in their perfons or eftates; but 
that we will appoint fuch a Governor, and a moderate. 
“ garrifon to relide there, as lhall be both for the eafe 
“ and fecurity of that city, and that whole county, 
“ But if they fhall negleft this proffer of grace and 
favour, and compel us, by the power of our army, to 
" reduce that place, (wliich, by the help of God, we 

“ doubt 
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“ doubt not, we fhall be and fhortly able to do), 
they muft thank themfclves for all the calamities and 
“ miferies muft befal them. To this meflage we expecft 
“ a clear and pofitive anfwer, within two hours after the 
“ publifhing hereof; and by thefe prcfents do give |eavc 
“ to any perfons, fafely to repair to and return from us, 

“ whom that city fhall defire to employ unto us in that 
“ bufinefs: and do require all the officers and foldiers 
“ of our army, quietly to fuffer them to pafs accord- 
“ ingly.”. 

Within Icfs than the time preferibed, together with 
the trumpeter returned two citizens from the town, with 
lean, pale, fharp, and bad vifages, indeed faces fo ftrange 
and unufual, and in fuch a garb and pofture, that at once 
made the moft fevere countenances merry, and the moll 
cheerful hearts fad; for it was impoffible fuch ambaffii- 
dors could bring lefs than a defiance. The men, with¬ 
out any circumftances of duty, or good manners, in a 
pert, fhrill, undifmayed accent, laid, “ they had brought 
an anfwer from the godly city of Gloucefter to the 
Kingand were fo ready to give infolent and fedj- 
tious anfwers to any queftion, as if their bufinefs were 
chiefly to provoke the King to violate his own fafe con- 
du6l. The anfwer they brought was in writing, in thefe 
very words. 

jinpijl loih, 1643. 

“ We the inhabitants, magiftrates, officers, and fob xhe citi- 
“ diers, within this garrifon of Gloucefter, unto his 
jelly’s gracious melTage return this humble anfwer: 

“ That we do keep this city, according to our oaths and 
“ allegiance, to and for the ufe of his Majefty, and his 
“ royal pofterity: and do accordingly conceive ourfelves 
“ wholly bound to obey the commands of his Majefty, 

“ fignified by both Houfes of Parliament: and are 

“ refolvcd, 
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refolvcd, by God’s help, to keep this city accord- 
“ ingly.” 

This paper was fubferibed by Wife the Mayor, and 
MalTy the Governor, with thirteen of the Aldermen, 
and moft fubftantial citizens, and eleven officers of the 
garriton; and as foon as their meffengers returned, who 
were quickly difmifled, without attending to fee what 
the King refolved, all the fuburbs of the city, in which 
were very large and fair buildings, well inhabited, were 
fcl on fire; fo that there was no doubt, the King was to 
expedl nothing there but what could not be kept from 
him. Now was the time for new debates, and new refo- 
lutions; to which men came not fo unbiafled, or un- 
fwayed, as they had been at Briftol. This indignity and 
affront to the King prompted thoughts of revenge; and 
Ibme thought the King fo far engaged, that in honour 
he could not do lefs than fit down before the town, and 
force it: and diefe inclinations gave countenance and 
credit to all thofe plauiible informations “ of fmall provi- 
“ fions in the town, either of viftual, or ammunition; 

that, where the town was ftrongeft, there \vas nothing 
“ but an old ftone wall, wliich would fall upon an eafy 
“ battery; that there were many w'cll affedled people in 
“ the town, who, with thofe who were incenfed by the 
“ burning of the fuburbs, and the great Ioffes they muff 
“ fuftain thereby, would make fuch a party, that as foon 
“ as they were diftreffed, tlie feditious party would be 
“ forced to yield.” It was alleged, “ that the enemy 
‘‘ had no army; nor, by all intelligence, was like to 
“ form any foon enough to be able to relieve it; and if 
“ they had an army, that it was much better for his 
** Majefty to force them to that diftance from London, 
“ and to fight there, where he could be fupplied witli 
“ whatfoever he wanted, could choofe his own ground, 

“ where 
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‘‘ where his brave body of horfe would Iw able to defeat 
“ any army they could raife, than to feek tliem in their 
“ own quarters,” 

Above all, the confidence of the foldiers of the 
beft experience moved his Majefty; who upon riding 
about the town, and taking a near view of it, were clear 
of opinion, that they fliould be able in lefs than ten 
days by approach, for all thoughts of ftorming were laid 
afide upon the lofs at Briflol, to win it. This pro¬ 
duced a refolution in his Majefty, not one man in the 
council of war diffuading it. So the King prefently 
fent to Oxford for his General the Earl of Brentford 
“ to come to him, with all the foot that could be fpared 
“ out of that garrifon, and his pieces of batterj', to go- 
“ vern that aftionPrince Rupert wifely declining that 
province, and retiring himfelf into the Generalfhip of 
the Horfe, that he might not be thought accountable for 
any accidents which ftiould attend that fervice. At the 
fame inftant, orders were difpatched to Sir William Va- 
vafour, who commanded all the forces in South Wales, 

(the Lord Herbert having been perfuaded fo far to 
comply with the indifpofition of that people, as to de¬ 
cline that command, or at leaft for a time to diliemble 
it), “ to draw all his men to the Foreft fide of the 
“ town where the bridges being broken down, a fmall 
ftrength would keep them in, and any from going tO’ 
them, which within two days was done. Thus the King^he King 
was Engaged before Gloucefter; and thereby gave 
to the diftradled fpirits at London, to breathe, and com- 
pofe themfelves; and, more methodically than they had 
hoped to have done, to prepare for their prefervation, 
and accompliftiing their own ends; which at that time 
feemed almoft defperate and incurable. 

The direful news of the furrender of Briftol, which- 

was 
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was brought to the two Houfes on the 31ft of July, 
ftruck them to the heart, and came upon them as a fcn- 
tence of death, after a vaft confumption of money, and 
confident promifes of deftroying all the King’s forces by 
a day, every tax and impofition being declared to be the 
laft ; and for finifhing the work, the Earl of Eflex was 
at the fame time returned to Kingfton, within ten miles 
of them, with his broken and difmayed troops, which 
himfelf would not endure ihould have the title of an 
army. So that the war feemed to be even at an end in 
a fenfe very contrary to what they had undertaken; their 
General talking more, and preffing for reparation, and 
vindication of his honour from imputations and afper- 
lions, than for a recruit of forces, or providing an army 
to defend them. Every man reproached his neighbour 
with his want of inclination to peace, when good con¬ 
ditions might be had, and magnified his own wifdom, 
for having feared “ it would come to diis.” The King’s 
lair declaration had been read by all men, and was mag¬ 
nified “ as a moft gracious and undeniable .inftance of 
his clcmcircy and Juftice, that he was fo far from being 
“ elated with his good fuccelfes, and power almoft to have 
what he would, that he renewed all thole promifes, and 
“ proteftations for the religion, laivs, and liberties of the 
“ kingdom, and privileges of Parliament; which had 
“ been out of their perverfenefs diferedited before, as pro- 
“ cecding from the low condition he was in; and whereas 
“ they had been frighted with their reprelentatio’n of 
“ their own guilt, and the implacablenefs of the King’s 
“ nature, as if he meant an utter conqueft of them, his 
Majefty had now offered all that could be honeftly de- 
fired, and had expreffed himfelf a Prince not delighted 
“ with blood and revenge, but an indulgent father to the 
"moft difobedient children.” In this reformation of 

under- 
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underftanding, the Lords in their Houfe debated nothing 
but expedients for peace: there were not of tiiat body 
above five, at the mofi, who had any inclination to con¬ 
tinue the war; and the Earl of Eflex had fufficiently 
declared, “ that he was weary of it,” and held clofeft and 
ftriAeft correfpondence with thofe who moft pafiionatcly 
prefled an accommodation. So that, on the fifth of 
Auguft, they defired a conference with the Commons; 
and declared to them, “ that they were refolved to fend 
“ propofitions to the King, and they hoped, they would 
“ concur in themthe particulars propofed by them 
were, 

1. “ That both armies might be prefently difbanded,propoit- 

“ and his Majefty be intreated to return to his Parlia- peacetiven 
“ ment, upon fitch fecurity as fhould give him 
“ fiufiion. 1;;"'^'!'*. '"r 

2. ‘‘That religion might be fettled with the adviceof Com- 
“ of a fynod of divines, in fitch a manner as his Majefty, conference. 
“ with the confent of both Houfes of Parliament, fliould 

“ appoint, 

3. “ That the militia, both by fea and land, might 
“ be fettled by a bill; and the militia, forts, and fhips 
“ of the kingdom, put into fuch hands as the King 
“ fhould appoint, witlt the approbation of both Houfes 
“ of Parliament; and his Majefty’s revenue to be abfo- 
“ lately and wholly reftored unto him; only deducing 
“ fuch part, as had been of neceffity expended for the 
“ maintenance of his children, and not otherwife, 

4. “ That all the members of both Houfes who had 
“ been expelled only for abfenting themfelves, or mere 
“ compliance with his Majefty, and no other matter 
“ of fa<ft againft them, might be reftored to their 
“ places. 

5. “ That all Delincpicnts, from be''urc the tenth day 

of 
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of January 1641, fhould be delivered up to the juf- 
“ tice of Parliament, and a general pardon for all others 
on both lides, 

6. And laftly, “ That there might be an aft of 
“ oblivion, for all by-gone deeds, and a6ts of hofti- 
“ lity.” 

When this conference was reported in the Houfe of 
Commons, it begot a wonderful long and a hot debate, 
which lafted till ten of the clock that night, and con¬ 
tinued a day or two more; the violent party (for there 
were yet many among them of more moderate confti- 
tutions, who did, and ever had heartily abhorred their 
proceedings, though out of fear, and indifpofltion 
of health, or not knowing elfe well what to do, they 
continued there) inveighed furioufly againft the dclign 
itfelf of fending to the King at all, and therefore would 
not have the particular propofitions fo much as confi- 
dered: “ They had received much prejudice by the laft 
“ treaty at Oxford, and therefore muft undergo more 
now their condition was much lower: the King had 
“ lince that, upon the matter, declared them to be no 
“ Parliament; for if they were not free, they could not 
“ be a Parliament; fo that till that point were vindi- 
“ cated, they could not treat in any fafe capacity, but 
“■ would be looked upon under the notion of rebels, as 
“ his Majefty had declared them. They had fent 
“ members into Scotland to require affiftance, which 
“ that kingdom was preparing with all brotherly affec- 
tion and forwardnefs; and after fuch a difeovery, to 
“ treat for peace, without the prit^ty of the Scots, was 
“ to betray them; and to forfeit all hopes hereafter of 
relief from thence, what neceffities foever they might 
be reduced to. That the city of London had ex- 
“ preffed all imaginable readinefs to raife forces for Sir 

“ William 
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“ William Waller; and the counties near London were 
“ ready to rife as one man, whereby the Earl of Effex 
“ w'ould be fpeedily enabled to march, with a better 
“ army than ever he had, to give the King battle, except 
“ this difcourfe of peace did extinguidr the zeal that was 
“ then flaming in the hearts of the people.” 

But notwithftanding thefe reafons, and the paffion in 
the delivery, the terror of the King’s fuccefl’cs fuggeftcd 
anfwers enough. “ They had been punilhed for break- 
“ ing off the treaty of Oxford, when they might have 
“ had better terms than now they could expedf; and if 
“ they omitted this opportunity, they fhould fare much 
“ worfe; that they were not fure of aid from Scotland, nei- 
“ ther was it almoft poflible it fhould come time enough 
“ to prefer^ e them from the ruin at hand. And for the 
“ city of London, though the common and meaner fort 
“ of people, who might promife themfelves advantage 
“ by it, defired the continuance of the diftradfions, yet 
“ it was evident the moft fubftantial and rich men de- 
“ fired peace, by their refufal to fupply money for the 
“ carrying on the war; and if tliey fhould judge of tlic 
“ common people by their forwardnefs to engage their 
“ own perfons, they had reafon to believe they had no 
“ mind to the w'ar neither; for their General was forced 
“ to retire even under their own w'alls, for want of men 
to recruit his army. However, the fending reafonablc 
“ propofitions to the King w'ould cither procure a peace, 
“ and fo they fhould have no more need of an army; 
“ or, being refufed, would raife more men and money 
“ than all their ordinances without it,” Tliefe reafons 
and arguments prevailed; and after the debate bad lafted 
till ten of the clock at night, it was refolvcd upon tlic 
queftion, and carried by nine and twenty voices, “ Tliat 
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“ they fhould infill upon the propofitions, and fend to 
“ his Majefty.” 

And without doubt, if they had then fent, (as, if the 
power liad been in the two Houfes of Parliament, they 
had done), a firm peace had immediately enfued : for 
bcfides that if a treaty and ceffation had been in that 
conjunAure entered upon, no extravagant demand would 
have been prelfed, only a fecurity for thofe who had 
been faulty, which the King would gladly have granted, 
and moll rcligioully obferved; the fourth propofition, 
and confcnt to reflore all members to their places in 
Parliament, would have prevented the kindling any more 
fire in thofe Houfes. .But this was too well known to 
be fullered to pafs; and therefore the next day, being 
Sunday, the feditious preachers filled all the pulpits with 
alarms of “ ruin and dellrudlion to the city, if a peace 
“ were now offered to the Kingand printed papers 
were fcattered through the llreets, and fixed upon gates, 
polls, and the moll public places in the city and fuburbs, 
requiring “ all perfons well affedted to rife as one man, 
“ and to come to th^ Houfe of Commons next morn- 
“ ing; for that twenty thoufand Irilli rebels were land- 

cd which information was likewife. given that day in 
many pulpits by their preachers j and in other papers 
likewilc fet up, it was declared, “ that the malignant 
“ party had over-voted the good, and, if not prevented, 

“ there would be a peace.” 

When the minds of the people were thus prepared, 
Pennington, their own Lord Mayor, though on Sunday, 
(on which they before complained the King ufed to 
lit in council), called a common council; where a peti- 
tioh was framed to the Houfe of Commons, taking no¬ 
tice “ of propofitions paffed by the Houle of Peers for 

“ peace. 
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“ peace, which if confented to, and allowed, would be 
“ dclhudlive to religion, laws, and liberties; and there- 
“ fore defired that Iloiifc to pafs an ordinance, according \ 

“ to the tenor ot an afl of their Common Council,”;'.' 
(w'hich they appointed to be annexed to their petition), “ 
“ which was for the vigorous profecuting the war, and 
“declining all thoughts of accommodation.” With* 
this [)Ctltion, and Inch an attentlance as thofc prepara¬ 
tives were like to bring, the Lord Mayor himfelf, who, 
from the time of his mayoralty, had forborne fitting in 
the lioufe as a member, came to the Iloufe of Com¬ 
mons, and delivered it, with fuch farther infinuations of 
the temper of the city, as were fit for the purpole ; the 
people at the door behaving theml'elvcs as imperioufly, 
telling the members of both Houfes, as they palfed by 
them, “ that if they had not a good anlwcr, they would 

be there the next day with double the number.” 'Lhc 
Lords complained of the tumults, and font to the Com¬ 
mons to join with them in their fiippreflion; inftead 
whereof the Commons (many of their body withdraw'-whcmip.m 
ing for fear, and others by fear converted, or it may be 
byliope of prevailing) gave the city thanks “ for their 
“ petition, advice, and courage;” and rejefted the pto-Jj"’, 
politions for peace. 

This railed a new conteft in the city, which was not 
willing to lie umler the fierpetual brand of rcfifting and 
oppofing peace, as they did of firh railing the war. Ar.d 
therefore the wife and fober part of it would gladly 
have difeovered how averle they were from the late aiif 
of the Common Council. But the late execution of 
Tomkins and Clialoncr, and the advantage which was 
prefently taken againft any man who was moderately in¬ 
clined, frighted all men from appearing in perfon to de- 
fire thofe tilings upon which their hearts were moll let. 
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In the end, the women exprefled greater courz^e than the 
men; and having a precedent of a rabble of that fex, 
appearing in the beginning of thefe diftradfions with a 
petition to the Houfe of Commons, to foment the divi- 
lions, with acceptance and approbation, a great mul¬ 
titude of the wives of fubftantial citizens came to the 
Houfe of Commons with a petition for peace. There¬ 
upon a troop of horfe, under the command of one 
Harvey, a decayed filkman, who from the beginning had 
been one moft confided in, were fent for ; who behaved 
themfelves with fuch inhumanity, that they charged 
among the filly women, as an enemy worthy of their 
courage, and killed and wounded many of them, and 
eafily dilperfed the refl:. When they were by this means 
fecured from farther vexation of this kind, fpecial no¬ 
tice was taken of thofe members who feemed moft im¬ 
portunate, and defirous of peace, that fome advantage 
might be taken againft them. Whereupon, they well 
difeerning the danger they were in, many both of the 
Peers and the Commons lirft abfented themfelves from 
the Houfes, and then removed into thofe quarters where 
they might enjoy the protedion of the King; and fome 
of them came diredfly to Oxford. 

Having diverted this torrent, which would have 
brought peace upon them before they were aware, they 
confiderecl their ftrength, and applied themfelves to 
tlie recovery of the fpirits of their General; whofe 
indifpofition troubled them more than any other 
diftrefs they were in. To this cure they applied remedies 
of contrary natures, which would yet work to the fame 
end. Firft they carefled Sir William Waller with 
wonderful kindnefs and efteem ; and as he was met upon 
his return to London, after the moft total defeat that 
could almoft be imagined, (for though few of his horfe 


were 
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were killed upon the place, they were fo ruinouflv 
difperfed, that of above two thoiifand, there were not 
three hundred gotten together again for their I'crvice), 
with all the trained bands and militia of London, and 
received as if he had brought the King prifoncr w'ith 
him; fo he was immediately chofen governor and 
commander in chief of the forces and militia of London, 
for the defence of the city ; and it was now declared, 

“ that they would forthwith fupply him with a good 
“ body of horfe and foot, to take the field again, and 
“ relieve their diftreffed friends in the Well:.” Then 
another ordinance was paflTed to raife a great army, a no. di- 
under the command of the Earl of Manchefter, (vvhOra‘‘iI'iiyan 
had been alw'ays fteady to his firfi; principles, and never 
a friend to any overture of accommodation), in order to 
oppoling the Earl of New'caftle, and 'to take charge of 
all the alfociated counties; which were Efiex, Ilertibrd, 
Cambridge, Norfolk, Suffolk, Huntington, and (by a 
new addition) Lincoln; and for the i'peedy railing men 
to join to thofe who would voluntarily lift thcmfelves 
under thefe two beloved Generals, there was an ordinance 
paired both Houfes for the prefling of men; which 
feenied fomewhat to diferedit their caufe, that, after fo 
much pretence to the hearts of the people, they Ihould 
be now compelled to fight, whether they would or no ; 
and was the more wondered at, becaufe they had 
themfelves procured tlie King’s confent to an adf this 
Parliament, that declared it to be unlawful to prefs, or 
compel any of the freeborn fubjedls to march out of the 
county in which they lived, if he were not willing fo to 
do; and direftion was gi\ en by other ordinances to 
prefe great numbers of men, to ferve both under the 
Earl of Manchefter, and Sir William Waller; and 
having thus provided for the worft, and let the Earl of 

1 i a Efiex 
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EfTex difccrn, that they had another Earl to truft to, 
and more Generals than one at their devotion, they fent 
a formal committee of both Houfes to him, to life all 
imaginable art, and application to him, to recover him 
to his former vigour, and zeal in their caiife. They 
told him “ the high value the Houfes had of the fervice 
“ he had done, and the hazards, dangers, and lolles he 
had for their fakes undergone : that he fhould receive 
“ as ample a vindication for the calumnies and afperfions 
“ raifed on him, as he could defire, from the full tefii- 
“ mony and confidence of the two Houfes; and if the 
“ infamous authors of them could be found, their pu- 
“ nifhment fhould be as notorious as their libels; that 
“ no other forces fhould be recruited till his were made 
“ up; and that all his foldiers’ arrears fliould be paid, 
“ and clothes prefentiy fent for his foot.” 

Whether thefe rcafons, with the jealoufy of the Earl 
of Mancheftcr, upon whom he plainly faw the violent 
party wholly depended, or the infufions poured into him 
by the Lord Say and Mr. Pym, of the defperatenefs of 
his own condition, w'ith an opinion, upon the'differences 
betw'een the two Princes and the Marquis of Hertford, 
that the Marquis’s ferviccs were not enough valued by 
the King, (w'hich many defired fliould be thought to 
have then fome influence upon the Earl), or whether he 
had not fleadinefs enough to engage in fo hazardous an 
enterprife, he grew infenfibly altered from his moderate 
inclinations, and defire of peace ; for it is moft certain, 
that as the confidence in him gave many lords the 
fpirit to appear champions for peace, who had been 
before as folicitous againft it, fo the defign was then the 
fame, which hath been fince profecuted, with effedf, to 
a worfe purpofe, that is, for the members of both Houfes 
w'ho were of one mind, upon that fignal riot, and 

com- 
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compelling the Iloufe of Commons to renounce their 
former refolution of propolltions to the King, to hat e 
gone to the Earl of Effex, and there, under the fecurity 
of their own army, to have protefted againft the violence 
w'hich was offered, the breach of their privileges by the 
Common Council’s taking notice of their counfels, and 
over-ruling their conclufions, and to have declared their 
want of freedom; by means whereof, they made no 
doubt to have drawn the Houfes to confent to fuch an 
agreement as the King w'ould well have approved of; or 
to have entered upon fuch a treaty themfelves w'ith the 
King, as all the moderate part of the kingdom would 
ha^ e been glad to be comprehended under. 

But this ftaggering in their General fruflrated that 
defign, and put them to other refolutions; and fo, hav¬ 
ing renderetl themfelves very ungracious in the Iloufes, 
and poffibly fufpefting the Earl of E-lfex might difeover 
fome of their overtures, many of the Lords left the 
town, and went either diredlly to Oxford, or into 
the King’s t]uarters; the Earl of Portland, and the Lord 
Lovelace, (of whofe good aft'edfions to his feinice the 
King had always afl'urance, and wlw had only flayed 
there, as at a place where they might do him more fer- 
vicc, than any where clfe), diredlly to Oxford ; and the 
Lord Conway fhortly after them ; the Earl of Clare into 
Worcefterfhire, and from thence, by the King’s free ac¬ 
ceptation, to Oxford; there being no other objcdlion 
againft his lordlhip, than his ftaying fo long at London; 
but his total differing with them in all their extrava¬ 
gances, he having no manner of relation to the Court, 
rendered him to his Majefty’s opinion under a very good 
character. The Earls of Bedford and Holland, iiotThrE^irK 
without fome difilculty, their purpofe being difeovered ", 
or fufpc(ftrd, got into the King’s garrifon at Wallingford, , 
j i 3 from 
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into the 
King’s 
quarters) as 
likewifc 
fomc other 
of the Par¬ 
liament 
lk>r{l«. 


from whence the Governor gave advertifement of their 
arrival; the Earl of Northumberland, with the leave of 
the Houfe, retired for his health to his houfe at Pet- 
worth in Suffex; which though it was in a county entirely 
then at the Parliament's devotion, yet it was near enough 
to be infefted from fome of the King’s quarters, if he 
had not fome alfurance of being fafe there. • 

The violent party carried now all before them, and 
were well contented with the abfence of thofc who ufed 
to give them fome trouble and vexation. For the bet¬ 
ter ftrengthening themfelves with the people, they or¬ 
dered the Divines of the Afl'embly to repair into the 
country to their cures, efpecially in the counties of the 
adbeiation under the Earl of Manchefter, to ftir up the 
jieople, with all their eloquence, to rife as one man againft 
their Sovereign; and omitted nothing within their power, 
which might contribute to the raifing men or money ; 
being not a little joyed, when they underftood the King 
had given them more time than they expedled, to com- 
pofe all diforders and divifions among thcmfclves, by his 
flaying with his army before Gloucefler; which they 
took to be the greater bleffing, and prefervation to them, 
becaufe at the fame time there were fudden infurreflions 
in Kent againft their ordinances and jurifdiflion, in de¬ 
fence of the known laws, and efpecially of the Book of 
Common Prayer; which, if the King’s army had been 
at any diftance to have countenanced, they would never 
jiave been able to fupprefs. 

The fame of all thefe diftraftions and diforders at 
London exceedingly difpofed men in all places to re¬ 
proach liis Majefty’s flay before Gloucefler; his friends 
at London deliring that his Majefty fliould march di¬ 
re Aly thither, to take the advantage of thofc diftraflions; 
and the Lords of the council at Oxford, upon the in¬ 
telligence 
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telligence and advice from thence, were very folicitous 
that the King would take that refolution, to which he 
was himfelf enough inclined. But his condition was 
believed to be, in both places, better than it was; and 
that he had now a vidlorious army, without an enemy 
to reftrain his motion ; whereas, in truth, his was a weak 
army, lelTened exceedingly by the Ioffes it fuftained be¬ 
fore Briftol; and when that part of it was marched with 
Prince Maurice into the Weft, and which could not 
have marched any other way, the King had not much 
above fix thoufand foot to march with, though he left 
none at Briftol, but obliged my Lord Hopton to garrifon 
it as he could, which he Ihortly did; and that would 
have appeared a very fmall army to have marched to¬ 
wards London; though it is true the horfe was a noble 
body, and fuperior in number to that of the foot. 

There was likewife another circumftance, that few 
men were then acquainted with; upon the firft news of 
the taking of Briftol, his Majefty, before he left Ox¬ 
ford, had fent an exprefs to the Earl of Newcaftle, who 
was then engaged before Hull, “ that if he found the 
“ bufinefs of Hull to be more difficult than he expccft- 
“ ed, he ftiould leave it blocked up at a diftance, which 
“ might reftrain excurfions into the country, and march 
“ with his army into the affociated countieswhich 
comprehended Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgefhire, and 
Effex, &c. which had aflbciatcd themfelves, by fome 
agreement, to ferve the Parliament; though the better 
part of all thofe counties, efpecially of the two greater, 
were moft: affecfted to the King, and wiftied for an op¬ 
portunity to exprefs it; and if the Earl would bring his 
army through thofe counties towards London, his Ma¬ 
jefty would then refolve, with his own, to march towards 
it on the other fide. And in the very time that his 
1 i 4 Majefty 
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Majefty came before Gloucefter, and before he took the 
refolution to lit down before it, that exprefs returned 
from tlie Earl of Newcaflle, who informed him, “ that 
“ it was impoHible for him to comply with his com- 
“ mands, in marching with his army into the alibciated 
“ counties, for tliat the gentlemen of the country, who 
“ had the beft regiments, and were among the beft offi- 
“ cers, utterly refufed to march, except Mull were firlt 
“ taken; and that he had not ftrength enough to marcli 
“ and to leave Hull iecurely blocked up which adver- 
tifement, with the confideration before mentioned, of the 
enlarging his quarters by the taking of Gloucefter, and 
the concurrence of all the officers, that it would fpeedily 
be taken, produced that refolution of attempting it, 
notw'ithftanding that the Queen herfelf writ fo impor¬ 
tunately againft it, that his Majefty thought it neceffiiry 
to make a journey himfelf to Oxford, to convince licr 
Majefty, and to compofe fome diftempers which were 
rifen among his council there, upon the news of the 
arrival of fome of the Lords mentioned before in thole 
quarters. 

Tire King was newly fet down before Gloucefter, when 
the Governor of Wallingford lent notice fo Oxford, of 
the arrival of thole two Earls; to whom the Lords of the 
n.bai(s ii> c ouncil returned direblion, “ that they Ihould ftay there, 
■it King’s pleafure was underftoodto whom the 

Sccretarv had fent the information, and delired his Ma- 

l.urtN . ' . , . , 

iliouUi be jelly’s will concerning their reception. The King well 
’ knew, any order he ftiould give in it would be liable to 
many obje6lion3, and he had not fo good an inclination 
to either of them, as to run any inconvenience for their 
fakes; the Earl of Bedford having ferved in perfon 
againft him, as the General of the rebels’ horfe; and 
the Earl of Holland, in the King’s opinion, having 

done 
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done worfe. And therefore his Majcfty commanded, 
“ that his Privy Coimcil lliould debate the matter among 
“ themfclvcs, and prefent their opinion and advice to 
“ liim ; and he would then determine what kind of en- 
“ tertainment they fhould have.” The opinions at the 
board were feveral; fomc thouglir, “ tiiat his Majefty 
“ Ihould receive them very gracioufly, and with all out- 
“ ward expreffions of his acceptance of their return to his 
“ fervice; and that the demeanour of all others to them 
“ fhould be fuch, as might make them think themfelves 
“ very welcome, without the leall taking notice of any 
“ thing formerly done amifs by them ; wliich would be 
“ a great encouragement to others to come away too ; fo 
“ that the numbers and quality of thofe who flayed be- 
“ hind would probably in a Ihort time be fo fmall, that 
“ they would have no reputation in the kingdom to con- 
“ tinue the war.” Many differed diametrically from this; 
and were fo far from thinking this advice agreeable to 
the dignity or fccurity of the King, that they thought 
it not lit “ to admit them prefcntly to the King’s or 
“ Queen’s prefence, till, by their good carriage and de- 
“ meanour, they fliould give fome teftimony of their af- 
“ fedlions: they had both taken the late Cot'enant, of 
“ which one claufe. was, to affift the forces raifed by the 
“ Parliament, againft the army raifed by the King; with 
“ many reproaches, and known fcandals upon that army. 
“ If they had felt a true remorfe of confcience for the 
“ ill they had done, they would have left tliat party, 
“ when that Covenant was to be impofed upon them; 
“ which lince they did not, that they came now was to l)c 
“ imputed rather to the King’s fuccefs, and the weaknefs 
“ of that power which they had hitherto ferved, than to 
“ any reformation of their underfranding, or improvc- 
“ ment of their allegiance: and that it was great rca- 

“ Ion. 
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fon, that tliey who had given fuch arguments of juft 
“jealouiy and fufpicion of themfclves, fhould raife a 
“ confidence in their loyalty and affedion by fome aft 
“ equal to the other; and therefore none who had taken 
“ that Covenant, fhould be admitted to the prefence of 
“ the King, Queen, or Prince, before he had taken fome 
“ other oath or covenant, declaring an equal hatred and 
" abhorring of the rebellious arms which were taken up 
“ againft his Majefty, and the counfcls by which they 
“ were taken up.” 

It was faid, “ that the good or ill reception of thefe 
“ lords could have no influence upon the aft ions or 
“ deliberations at Wcftminftcr, or London, or any 
“ confiderable pcrfons there; that they were but Angle 
“ men, without any confiderable dependence upon them. 
“ Whilft they had reputation and intereft enough to do 
“ good or hurt, and the King’s condition needed their 
“ attendance, they chofe to be engaged againft him; 
“ but now, when they were able to do him no more 
“ harm, they came to receive benefit and advantage 
“ from him: that it was a common argument men tiled 
“ to allege to tfiemfelves for their compliance with, 

“ and fubmiflion to, the commands of the Parliament; 

“ that, if they did othenvife, their fcverity and rigour 
“ was fo great, that they and their families were fure to 
‘‘ be ruined; but, if the King prevailed, he was gracious 
“ and merciful, and would remit their offences when- 
“ foever they caft themfelves at his feet; which pre- 
“ fumption if they fhould fee confirmed in this example, 

“ it would make the obfervation of conference and 
“ loyalty of no price, and encourage thofe who were 
“ rifen againft him, and exceedingly difhearten thofe 
“ who had been honeft and faithful from the beginning: 

“ that there could enfue no inconvenience from any 

“ referved- 
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“ refervednefs and coldnefs towards them ; for they durft 
“ not return to London, having now made thcmfclves 
“ odious to that party, and having no hope but from 
“ the acceptance of his Majelfy; which they fhould 
“ merit before they found.” There was a third opinion 
between thefe extremes, “ tliat they fhould be neither 
“ courted nor negledled, but be admitted to kifs the 
“ King’s and Queen’s hands, and to difpofe thcmfelves 
“ as tliey thought fit; and fo to leave the reft to their 

future demeanourand to refolve which of thefe 
opinions to follow, was another motive for his IVlajefty’s 
fudden journey to Oxford. 

The King found greater alterations in the minds andThoKmc 
fpirlts at Oxford, than he expedfed after fo muchoxtoVw 
luccefs as had befallen him ; and that i'uccefs was it, 
tliat had made the alteration; it being the unlucky 
temper of that place, and that company, to be the 
fooneft and the moft defpcrately caft down upon any 
misfortune or lofs, and to be again, upon any vidfory, 
the moft- elated, and the moft apt to undervalue any 
difficulties which remained. The taking Briftol had I’o 
poffefled them with joy, that they thought the war even 
at an end, and that there was nothing left to be done, 
but to take pofleffion of London; which they were 
aflured w'ould be delivered to them upon demand. Many 
members of both Houfes were come to Oxford, which 
affured them, “ the violent people there were even in 
“ defpair; and after the news came of the furrender of 
“ Briftol, that they had only kept up their fpirits in 
“ hopes that the King would engage his army in the 
“ fiege of Gloucefter, which fome of them had feemed 
“ to promife their friends would be the cafefrom 
whence they would infer, “ that the King was betrayed, 

“ and that they who had perfuaded him to undertake 

“ that 
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“ that deiign, were corrupted by the Parliament.” And the 
envy and jedoufy of all this fell upon Sir John Colepepper, 
who was indeed of the opinion for the fiege, but, without 
doubt, how much foever he fuftered at that time, and 
afterwards, under that reproach, he believed there was 
very good reafon for that engagement, and w'as moll free 
from any corrupt end, and of moll finccre fidelity. 

This difeourfe and imagination had made wonderful 
imprcllion upon the Queen; who was inflamed with a 
jealoufy that there w'as a defign to lell'en her interell in 
the King, and that Prince Rupert was chief in that 
conf])iracy, and meant to bring it to pafs by keeping the 
King ftill in the army, and by hindering his coming to 
Oxford: and out of this apprehenlion the Queen had 
written fo w’armly and concernedly to the King, who 
was the moft incapable of any fuch apprehenfions, and 
had her Majelly in fo perfeft an adoration, that as foon 
as he received that letter, without delay he came to 
Oxford, and quickly compofed tliofe millakes; thougli 
the being engaged before Glouceller was -11 ill very 
grievous, and reproaches w'ere publicly caft upon thole 
who gave the adt ice. 

But that w'hich took up moll of the time of that one 
day that the King flayed at Oxford, was concerning the 
two lords who were retained at Wallingford ; which had 
been agitated in the council with great pallion before 
the King’s coming. The King caufed the council to 
meet the next morning, and alked their advice, “ whether 
“ the Earls of Bedford and of Holland fhould be 
“ admitted to come into Oxford, or obliged to return 
“ from whence they came ? or, if admitted, how diey 
“ fhould be received, or countenanced by their Ma- 
“ jellies ?” And it cannot be enough wondered at, that 
there Ihould be any difference of opinion in that matter; 

but 
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but it cannot be expreffed, with how much earncftncfs 
and unreafonablenel's the whole w'as debated, and how 
warmly even they, who in all other debates ftill exprellcd 
all moderation and temper, did now oppole the receiving 
thefe lords widi any grace, with more paflion, and other 
reafons, than had been offered in their former conferences; 
fo that there w'as fcarce know^n fuch an union in opinion 
at that board, in any thing, where difunion was very 
incon^■ement. 

All exaggerated “ the carriage and foul ingratitude of 
“ the Earl of Holland, from the beginning of the 
“ Parliament; and the Earl of Bedford’s Iieing (Icnera! 
“ of the horfe in the Earl of Efiex’s army; and now 
“ when the Parliament wus low, and they hail lolt their 
“ credit and intereft there, they were come to the King, 
whom they had fo much offended; and expedfed to 
“ be as much, it may be, more made of, than they who 
‘‘ had borne the heat of the day; which would fo much 
“ reflcft upon the King's honour, that men w'ould he 
exceedingly difeouraged to ferve him.” Some moved, 
“ that they might be detained, and kept pril'oners of 
“ war, lince they came into the King’s quarters without 
“ any pafsothers as jilainly and more vehemently 
prefled, “ that they might not be fuflered to come to 
“ Oxford, or where the King or Queen fhould be; but 
permitted to live in fome other place within the King’s 
“ quarters, until they fliould manifeft their affedfions by 
“ fome fervice.” They who thought this too fevere and 
unpolitic, propofed “ that they might be fuflered to come 
“ to Oxford, that thereby they might be kept from re- 
“ turning to the Parliament,” (which ajipeared to moft 
to be liable to many exceptions), “ but that being at 
Oxford, they fhould not come to Court; and that no 
“ Privy Counfcllor fhould vifit them.” 
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In this whole debate, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
who feldom fpoke without fomc earneftnefs, was the 
only man (except another, who brought no credit to 
the opinion, the Lord Sarille) who advifed confidently, 
“ that they might be very gracioully received by both 
“ their Majeffics, and civilly be r ifited and treated by 
“ every body ; that other men might, by the entertain- 
“ ment they received, be encouraged to defert the 
“ Parliament too.” He faid, “ it would be too great a 
“ difadvantage to the King, and to his caufe, that whilft 
“ the Parliament ufed all the induftry and artifices, to 
“ corrupt the duty and afte<51:ion of the fubjedl:, and had 
“• their arms open to receive and embrace all, who would 
“ come to them, his Majefty fhould admit none to 
“ return to him, who had been faulty, or not come fo 
“ foon as they ought to have done; that if the King 
“ had a mind to gratify and oblige the Parliament, he 
“ could not do it more to their hearts’ defire, than by 
“ rejedftng the application of thefe lords, or fuftering ir 
to pafs unregarded.” There was one argument againft 
their admiilion urged very loudly, “ that it would 
“ difturb the peace of the place ;” the Earl of Bedford 
had commandeti that part of the army, which infefted 
the Marquis of Hertford, at his being at Sherborne, when 
the Marquis had fent Harry Seymour, as is mentioned 
before, with a challenge to the Earl to fight with him ; 
which the Earl reafonably declined at that time; and faid, 
^ he would be ready, when the bufinefs of the Parliament 
“ fhould be over, to wait upon the Marquis when-he 
“ fhould require it.” And fome men, who were near 
enough to the Marquis’s counfels, undertook to know, that 
if the Earl of Bedford fhould be in Oxford, the Marquis, 
who was every day expedled, would exad the performance 
of his promife; which fure he w'as too w'ifc to do. 


The 
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The King, during the whole debate, did not exprefs 
any tiring of his own fenfc, fave that he fcemed well 
pleafed with any lharpnefs that was exprefled towards 
the Earl of Holland. He faid, “ that he was bound to 
“ his good behaviour, by being under the common 
“ reproach of inclining too much to thofe who had 
“ ufed him worfl-; of which he would not be guilty:” 
however, he did not think, at this time, that it would 
be good to m.ake any perfons defperate; and therefore 
gave order, “ that the Governor of Wallingford flrould 
“ permit them to continue their journey to Oxhrrd ; 
“ where all men might ufe what civilities they pleafed 
“ to them; and that himfclf and the Queen would do 
“ that towards them, which, upon their application and 
“ addrefs, they fhould think litand though this 
determination was given, without the leaft dilcovery of 
grace towards the perfons of thofe lords, and not with¬ 
out fome rellcdtions of prejudice towards them, it was 
not grateful to the table ; which was evident enough by 
their countenance. I'he next morning the King re¬ 
turned to the army. 

There had been, as is faid, very great di\'ilions in the 
counfels at Weftminfter, from the time of the treaty, 
and the very abrupt breaking it off; and the Earl of 
Northumberland, refenting the affront done to him by 
Martin, had incrcafed thofe divilions; and tlie ill 
fucceffes afterwards in the defeat of Waller, and the 
taking of Briftol, had given every man courage to fay 
what he would. And then the proceeding upon Mr. 
Waller’s difeovery, and obliging all men to take a 
defperate engagement, which they durft not refufe, for 
fear of being declared guilty of the plot, as many of 
them were, incenfed very many: but above all, the 
prolperity of the King’s affairs made every body wilh to 

come 



964, 


THE HISTOKY Book \TI. 

come into his quarters. A great number of the Houfc 
of Commons, who were knowii always to wifh well, 
came to Oxford: and of the Peers, the Earl of Portland, 
who was always very faithful to the King, and had 
flayed in the Houfe of Peers by his Majefty’s leave, and 
had been accufed by Mr. Waller to be privy to that 
defign, upon which he had endured a long imprifonment, 
came at this time to Oxford, as is faid before, together 
with the Lord Conway, and the Lord Lo^'elace; the 
former of which had been likewife queftioned, and im- 
prifoned, and the latter had been as knowing of the 
matter, and of conftant duty to the King ; and all three 
had gotten liberty and opportunity to come away by 
fwallowing that vow, and oath, which could qnly fet 
them free, and which they made hafte to anfwer for to 
the King. The return of the Earl of Edex to London 
in ill humour, had given opportunity to the Earl of 
Holland, and the reft, who were weary of the w'ork in 
hand, to inflame him to refentment of the neglctfls which 
had been put upon him, and the jealoufles which were 
entertained of him. The Earl of Bedford had given up 
his commiflion of General of the horfe, and quitted the 
fervice, and never had any aflehfion to their ways in his 
judgment. The Earl of Clare had been with tlie King 
at York, and had his leave to return to London, to in¬ 
tend his own particular affairs; and, during his ftay, 
Jiad never concurred in any malicious counfel againft the 
King, but was looked upon as a man, not only firm to 
the principles of monarchy, but of duty to the perfon of 
the King. He was a man of honour, and of courage, 
and would have been an excellent perfon, if his heart had 
not been fet too much upon the keeping and improving 
his eftate; he was weary of the company he kept, and 
cafily hearkened to the Earl of Plolland, in any confulta^ 

tion 
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tion bow to recover the King's authority, and to put an 
end to the war. The Earl of ElTex was, as is faid be¬ 
fore, enough provoked, and incenfed, and willingly heard 
all the Lords, and others, who inveighed againft the vio¬ 
lent proceedings of thofe who fwayed the Parliament, and 
differed not with them in his judgment of the men, and 
the matter: fo that they believed that he would as rea¬ 
dily be difpofed to agree upon the remedy, as he did 
upon the difeafe. 

Their end and defign was, as I faid, if they could 
draw him to a concurrence, that they, and all the reft of 
thofe who were accounted moderate men, that is who 
deftred a peace, and to return to their duty to tlie King, 
(which were much the major part of both Iloufes that 
remained at Weftminfter, after fo many of both were 
gone to the King), might all go to the army; and 
thereupon the General, and they, to write to the Parlia¬ 
ment together, and to fend fuch propofitions to them, as 
the Parliament fhould tranfmit to the King, as the con¬ 
ditions of peace. If the King fhould reftife to confent 
to them, it would be art infallible way to unite all people 
to compel him to it: but if the Parliament would refufe 
to tranfmit thofe propofitions to the King, or to conlcnt 
to a peace upon thofe conditions, they would then de¬ 
clare againft them, for not adhering to the grounds upon 
which the war was firft begun, and wouhl join thcmfclves 
to the King to force them to it. If this had been done 
in that conjunfture, when the authority and credit of 
the Earl of Eflex was not yet eclipfed, and before' an 
independent army was raifed, which was fhortly after 
done, it could not probably have failed of the fuccefs 
defired. But the Earl was too fcrujtulous and too punc¬ 
tual to that which he called a truft; and this was too 
barefaced a feparation for him to engage in; Ixfides that 

vox., n. r. I. K k he 
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he did believe, that he fhould be able to fupprefs that 
violent party by the Parliament iti'elf, and he thought 
that would bring all about uhich he dcfired; and fo he 
did not only rejedt what was jiropnfcd to him, hut cx- 
'])rc/red fuch a didike of the Karl of Holland for pro- 
pofing it, that he thought it high time to get himlelf 
out of his reach. The Earl of Holland, who always 
confidcred liimfclf in the firft place, had, from the time 
of the Queen’s landing, privately made offer of his icr- 
tice to the Queen, and rencw'cd his old confidence and 
friendlhip w'ith Mr. Jermyn ; and knowing well to en¬ 
hance the s alue of his owm fervicc, made great promifes 
of notable fcia ice; and Mr. Jermyn eafdy perfuaded her 
Majeffy, ‘‘ that it was much better for her to reffore rm 
“ old fervant, whom fhe knew' fo well, to Ikt confidence, 
‘‘ (though he had ftepped out of the way), than to rely 
“ upon the fidelity of any of thofe who were now about 
the King, and who were all upon the matter Grangers 
to her, at Icaft not enough known by herand then, 
that, by laying hold upon this opportunity, fire would, 
“ at her firft coming to the King, carry his refioration 
“ with her, poffcls herfelf of the whole fiame of his 
“ bufinefs, bccaufe all other dcligns would belaid alide; 
“ and fo all the good, that would redound to the King 
and kingdom from this new ncgociation, muft, by the 
“ confent of all the world, be attributed to her Majefty's 
“ w'ifdom and conduft.” This appearing hopeful to 
her Majefty, and all that had any thiiig of hope was by 
‘ thc^)thcr always looked upon as certain, the correfpond- 
cncc was embraced ; and the Earl alfured not only to be 
reftored to his former ffation in all refpeHs, but to a title 
to new intcrefts. And upon this encouragement and 
obliga ion, when he found he could not ])revail with the 
Earl of Effex, that the King’s affairs profpered, and that 

Briffol 
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Briilol was now taken, and the Queen come to Oxford, 
he rcfolved himlclf to go thither, and prevailed with 
the Earls of Bedford and Clare to do the like; he al¬ 
luring them, that they fliould be very well rccei\'cd. 
'Fhe Earl of Clare made his journey by himfelf, out of 
the common road, and came without any interni])tion 
into Oxford, at the time appointed: the Earls of Bed¬ 
ford and Holland came together to Wallingford, as is 
mentioned. The Earl of Northumberland, who was 
naturally fufpicious, went to his own houle at IVtworth 
in Siillex; by which he thought he flicwed averlion 
enough to the counfels at Welbninlfer, and would keep 
it in his own power to return, if he found that the re¬ 
ception of the other Lords at Oxford was not anfwcr- 
ablc to their expcc'ifation ; befides that he would expert 
the rcfult of the Lord Conway's ncgociation, who was 
more trufted by him than any other. 

The leave for the two Earls to come from Walling¬ 
ford to Oxford, was declared but the night Ix'fore the 
King returned to the army; and was not fent thither till 
the next day. So that the Lords came irot to Oxford 
till two days after, much mortified wirfi the time they 
had been forced to fpend at Wallingfirrd, and with the 
difputation they heard had been held concerning them; 
of which they had received fo particular inl’ormation, 
that the Earl of Holland writ a very civil letter to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer before he came to Oxford, 
taking notice of “ the affeftion he had Ihewcd to him in 
“ his advice to the King.” Both of them had friends 
enough %cre to provide for their accommodation in 
convenient lodgings: fo that the one had a lodging at 
Magdalen College in Oxford, of which houfe he had 
formerly been a member; the other lay in Balliol Col¬ 
lege, where- Ire had a daughter, who fpared liim part of 
" • K k 2 her 
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her lodgings. But for any application to them by the 
Lords, or perfons in authority tliere, they had no reafon 
to think themfelves very welcome. They went, in the 
firft place, to do their duties to the Queen; who received 
them coldly enough, not out of dilinclination, or un- 
W'illingnefs to fhew them any countenance, but pure 
compliance with the ill humour of the town, which fhe 
detefted; nor did Mr. Jermyn, who Hill valued himfelf 
upon the impolTible faculty to pleafe all, and difpleafe 
none, think fit to deal clearly with them in that point, 
(having, probably, faid more in his letters of correfpon- 
dence and advice, than he had authority to do; it being 
his cuftom to write and fpcak what was moll grateful 
to the perfons); fo that the Earl of Holland, witli whom 
alone the correfpondence had been, began to think him¬ 
felf betrayed, and invited to Oxford only to be expofcd 
to contempt. He came one morning to vifit the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, when there were tlie Lord Cot- 
tington, and two or three other Privy Counfellors with 
him, who all went prefently away, without fojuuch as fa- 
luting him: which offended the Chancellor as much as it 
did him, and in-truth obliged the Clumcellor to more 
ceremony and civility, than, it may be, he would other- 
wife have praftifed; fo that he did vifit him again, and 
made all profeffions and offers of kindnefs and fervice 
to him; which he did very heartily; and complied 
therein, not only with his own inclinations, but with his 
judgment,'as very important to the King’s fervice; and 
tlid all he could to induce others to be of the fame opi¬ 
nion ; in which he had no great fuccefs. 

The intelligence from London brought, every day, 
the refolution of the Parliament, “ to relieve Gloucefter;” 

* and that, if their levies did not fupply them with men 
foon enough, the Trained Bands of the city would 

march 
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march out with the General for that fervice; whereupon 
the three Earls, Bedford, Holland, and Clare, after fome 
days ftay in Oxford, thought it ncceffary to offer their 
fervice to the King in the army, and to bear tlicir part 
in any danger that might happen by an engagement be¬ 
tween the armies; and fo went together to Gloucefter; 
where tlie King received them without any difrefpe^f, 
and fpoke with them as they gave him occalton. 

Whilft the King continued before Gloucefter, his The Kins’!, 
forces in the Weft moved with a full gale and tide of the wcii. 
fuccefs. The Earl of Carnarvon marched witli the horfe 
and dragoons, being near two thoufand, into Dorfetlhire, 
two days before Prince Maurice moved with his foot and 
cannon from Briftol, and had made a fair entrance upon 
the reduftion of that whole countv, before his Iliohnefs 
overtook liim; and it was thought then, tiiat, if the 
Prince had marched more ilowly, the Earl had perfetfted 
that work. Upon the furrender of Briftol, many of the 
gentlemen, and others of that county, who were engaged 
in that city for the Parliament, had vifited their houfes 
and friends, in their journey to London, w'hither bv their 
fafe condufl: they went, and had made fitch prodigious 
difeourfes of the ficrccnefs and courage of the Cavaliers, 

(as moft men who run away, or are beaten, extol the 
powder of the enemy which had been too hard for them), 
that refifting them begun to be thought a matter impof- 
lible. One Mr. Strode, a man much relied on in thofe 
parts, and of a good fortune, after he had vifited his 
houfe, took Dorcheftcr in his w'ay to London, and being 
defired by the magiftrates, “ to view their works and for- 
“ tifications, and to give his judgment of them after 
he had walked about them, he told them, “ that thofe 
“ works might keep out the Cavaliers about half an * 

“ hour;” and then told them ftrangc ftorics of the man- 
K. k 3 ner 
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ner of alTaulting Briftoi; “ and that the King’s foidiers 
“ tnade nothing of running up walls twenty foot high, 
“ and that no works could keep them outwhich he 
faid not out of any purpofe to betray them, (for no man 
wiflied the King’s army worfe fuccefs), but had really fo 
much horror and confternation about him, and the 
dreadful image of the ftorm of Briftoi imprinted in his 
mind, that he did truly believe, they had I'caled all thofe 
forts and places which were delivered to them; and he 
propagated this tear and trepidation fo fruitfully where 
he came, that the Earl of Carnarvon came no fooner 
near Dorchefter with his horl’e and dragoons, (which, it 
may be, was iinderflood to be the van of the viiftorious 
army which had taken Briftoi), but the town lent cora- 
Oorrhe-ner miflioners to him to ti'cat; and upon articles of indem- 
tunaidir- ^p^.y be plundered, and not fuftlr 

for the ill they had done, delivered up the town, (which 
was ftrongly fituated, and might very well have been de¬ 
fended by the lj)irits of thefe peojde, if they had courage 
c(]ual to their malice; for a place more eptirely difaf- 
feefted to the King, England had not), vvitli ail their arms, 
ammunition, and ordnance. The fame of the Earl’s 
coming had before frighted Sir Walter Earl, who had 
lor a long time bcfieged Corfc caftlc, (the houfe of the 
Lord Chief Jufticc Banks, defended by his Lady with 
her fervants, and Ibme few gentlemen, and tenants, 
who betook themlch'es thither for her alfiltancc, anti 
their own fecurity), from that ftege; and he making 
more haftc to convey himfelf to London, tlian gene¬ 
rals ufc to do, who have tlie care and charge of others, 
his forces were .prcfently difperfed. And now the fur- 
render of Dorchefter (the magazine from whence 
the other places w'ere fupplied w'ith principles of rebel¬ 
lion) infilled the fame fpirit into Vv'eymouth, a very 
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convenient liarbonr and haven : and tliat example again vrcy, 
prevailed on the ifland and cafVIe of Portland, (a place "‘"I'l'in,’"'* 
not enongh underitood, but of womlcrful importance). 
to all wliich the Earl granted fair conditions, and •re-’^'"-'’'' 

. . tomes. 

ceived them into Iris Majelfy’s jtroteblion. 

Hither Prince Maurice came now up with foot and 
cannon, and neglerting to follow the train of the enemy’,s 
fears to Lyme and Poole, the only two garrilons then 
left in their poflellion, flayed with his army about 
Dorchefter and Weymouth fomc days, under the notion 
of fettling and difpoling the government of thofe 
garrifons. Here the foldiers, taking atlvantage of the 
famous malignity of thofe places, ufed great licenfe; 
neither was there c.are taken to obferve thole articles 
which had been made upon the furreiuler of the tr)wns; 
wlticli the Earl of Carnarvon, who was full of honour 
and julfice upon all contrafts, took fo ill, that he tiuittcd 
the comnrand he had with thofe force.s, and returned to 
liie King before Gloucefter; which publithcd the injuftice 
with the more fcandal. Whether this licenfe, which w'as 
much f|ioken of, and, no doubt, given out to be greater 
than it was, aliened the affeftions of thoie parts; or whether 
the abfence of the Marquis of Hertford from the army, 
which was not till then taken notice of, begot an 
apprehenfion that there would not be much lenity ufed 
towards thofe who had been high and pertinacious 
offenders; or whether this •rmy, when it was tf)gcther, 
feemed lefs formidable than it was before conceived to 
be, or that tlie terror, w'hich had podeffed and feized 
upon their fpirits, was fo violent that it could not 
continue, and fo men grew lefs amazed, I know not: 
but thofe two fmail towns, whereof Lyme was believed 
inconfiderable, returned fo peremptory a rcfufal to the 
Prince’s fummons, that his Highnefs rcfolvcd not to 
K k 4 attack 
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prince attack them ; and fo marched to Exeter, where he found 
comes be- all things in better order, and that city more diftrefled, 
" tlian he had reafon to expeft, by the diligence and' 
dexterity of Sir John Berkley, who being fent from 
Wells by the Marquis of Hertford, as is before re¬ 
membered, to govern the alfairs of Devonfhire, with one 
regiment of horfe, and another of new levied and half¬ 
armed foot, had fo increafed his numbers by the 
concurrence of the gentlemen of that county, that he 
fixed ftrong quarters within Icfs than a mile of the city, 
and kept his guards even to the gates; when the Earl 
of Stamford was within, with a ftrength, at Icaft equal in 
number to the befiegers. 

The Parliament commended the relief of this place, 
by fpecial inftrudfions, to their Admiral, the Earl of 
Warwick; after whofe having made fhew of landing 
men in feveral places upon the coaft, and thereby 
compelled Sir John Berkley to make quick and weari- 
fome marches witli horfe and dragoons from place to 
place, the wind coming fair, the fleet left thole who 
attended their landing about Totnefs, turned about, and 
with a frelh gale made towards the river, that leads to 
the walls of Exeter; and having the command of both 
fides of the river, upon a flat, by their cannon, the Earl 
prefumed that way he fhould be able to fend relief into 
the city ; but the diligence and providence of Sir John 
Berkley had fortunately caft tip fome flight works upon 
the advantageous nooks of the river, in which his men 
might be in fome fecurity from the cannon of the fhips; 
and made great hafte with his horfe to hinder their 
landing; and fo this attempt was not only without 
fuccefs, but fo unfortunate, that it difeouraged the 
feamen from endeavouring the like again. For after 
three or four hours pouring their great fhot, from their 

fliips 
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Hiips, upon the land forces, the tide falling, the Earl ofTiieKariof 
arwick fell off with his fleet, leaving three Ihips be- wuh'h'lf 
hind him, of which one was burnt, and the other twof"’,'|“'',i,^ 
taken from the land, in view of his whole fleet; which [“'“, 1 '’^"' 
no more looked after the relief of Exeter that wa 3 ^ cecds not. 

Whilft all the King’s forces were employed in the 
blocking up the town, and attending the coafl, to wait 
upon the Earl of Warwick, the garrifon of Plymouth 
increafed very fall, into which the fleet diiburdened them- 
felves of all they could fpare; and the north parts of De- 
vonfliire gathered apace into a head for the Parliament; 
Barnftable and Bediford being garrifoned by them; which 
having an uninterrupted line of communication with Ply¬ 
mouth, refolved to join their whole flrength, and fo to 
compel the enemy to draw olF from the walls of Exeter, 
which had been very eafy to have been done, if they in 
the city had been as adive for their own prefervation. Sir 
John Berkley having notice of this preparation and refo- 
lution, fent Colonel John Digby (who had, from their 
firft entrance into, Cornwall, commanded the horfe) with 
his own regiment of horie, and fome loofe troops of dra¬ 
goons, into the north of Devon, to hinder the joining of 
the rebels’ forces. He chofe Torrington for his quarter, 
and within few days drew to him a troop of new-raifed 
horfe, and a regiment of foot, raifed by his old friends 
in Cornwall; fo that he had with him above three hun¬ 
dred horfe, and lix or feven hundred foot. Thofe of 
Bediford and Barnftable, being fuperior in number, and 
apprehending that the King’s fucceftes eaftward might 
increafe his ftrength and power there, and weaken theirs, 
refolved to try their fortunes; and joining themfelves 
together, to the number of above twelve hundred foot, 
and three hundred horfe, under the command of Colonel 
Bennet, hoped to furprife Colonel John Digby at Tor¬ 
rington ; 
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rlngton; and he was upon the matter furprifed: for al¬ 
beit lie liad notice in the night from Barnftable, “ that 
“ the forces drew out thence to Bediford in the night, 
“ and that they intended to fall on his quarters early in 
“ the morningand thereupon put himfelf into a pof- 
ture to receive them, and drew up all his forces together 
out of the town, iqion fuch a jhece of ground, as, in 
that iiiclofed county, could be moft advantageous for his 
horfe, having, through all the little inclolure, cut gaps, 
through which his horfe might enter ; yet, after he had 
attended their coming till noon, and iicard no more of 
them, and his fmall parties, which were font out to en¬ 
quire, returned with allurance, that there was no appear¬ 
ance of an enemy, he believed they had given o\'er 
tlieir dclign ; and fo difmiffed his horfe to their feveral 
(juarters, referving only one hundred and fifty upon their 
guard, and returned himfelf into the town with the 
loot. 

But, within lefs than an hour, he received the alarm, 
“ that the enemy was within half a mile of tlyc town.” 
I'hc confufion was very great, fo that he rcfolved not to 
draw the foot out of the town; but having placed them 
in the bell: manner he could, upon the avenues, himfelf 
went to the horfe out of the town, rcfolving to wait 
upon the rear of the enemy; wliow'cre drawn up on the 
fame piece of ground, on which he had exjichted tliem 
all the morning. 'I’lic Colonel, whole courage, and vi¬ 
vacity upon adlion, was very eminent, and commonly 
very fortunate, intended rather to look upon them, than 
to engage with them, before his other troops came up ; 
but having divided his fmall par(^ of horfe, the whole 
confining but of one hundred and fifty, into feveral 
parties, and diftributed them into feveral little clofes, 
out of which there w'ere gaps into the larger ground, 

upon 
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upon which the enemy ftood, a forlorn liope of fifty 
mufqueteers advanced towards that ground where liim- 
felfwas; and if they had recovered the hedge, they woulil 
eafily have driven him tlience. And therefore, as the 
only expedient left, himfelf, taking four or live officers 
into the front with him, charged that forlorn hope; 

W'hich immediately threw down their arms, an# run upon Sir John 
tlicir own body, and carried fo infedious a fear with 
them, that without making a ftand, or their horfc offer- 
ing once to charge, the whole body routed themfclves,'i'ortm!;ton. 
and lied; Colonel Digby following the execution with 
his horfe, till their fwords were blunted with llaughter, 
and his numbers overburdened with prifoners; though 
the foot out of the town haftenetl to the chafe, as loon 
as they litw what terror had pollellld tlieir enemies. 

In this adfion (for it cannot be called a battle; hardly 
a Ikirmilh; where no rcliftancc was made) there were 
near two hundred killed, and above two hundred taken 
prifoners; and thofe that lied contributed more to the 
vififor}', than the prifoners, or the Rain, for they were 
I’eattercd and difperfed over all the country, and fcarce a 
man without a cut over the face and head, or fomc other 
hurt; that wrought more upon the neighbours towards 
their converlion, than any fermon could be preached to 
them. Some of the principal officers, and of their 
horfe, got into Bediford and Barnlfable ; and not confi- 
dering the inconvenience of acknowledging, that God 
was extraordinary {)ropitious to the Cavaliers, told llrange 
ftories of “ the horror and fear that feized upon them, 

“ and that nobody faw above lix of the enemy, that 
“ charged them;” which proved a greater dilmay to their 
friends, than their defeat. 

At this time came Prince Maurice to Exeter, the fame 
of whofe arrival brought a new terror, fo ffiat the fort at 

Appledore, 
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Appledore, whicR commanded the river to Barnftable 
and Bediford, being delivered to Colonel Digby, within 
Barnftable two or three davs after his viefforv, thofe two towns 

Hiifl Bedi- /r 1 ^ 

lord yielded inortly after fubmitted to his Majefty, upon promife of 
pardon, and fuch other articles as were of courfc; which 
Colonel Digby faw jirecifely obferved, as far as concern¬ 
ed the to^ns in point of plunder, or violence towards 
the inhabitants. And this fuccefs fo wrought upon the 
fpirits and temper of that people, that all the perfons 
of eminent difaffedfion withdrawing thcmfelves, accord¬ 
ing to their liberty by the articles; Colonel Digby, 
within very few' days, increafed his fmall party to the 
number of three thoufand foot, and eight hundred horfe; 
with w'hich he was by Prince Maurice ordered to march 
to Plymouth, and to block up that place from making 
incurlions into the country. 

The lofs of all their garrifons on the north coaft, and 
defpair of fuccour or relief from any other place, pre¬ 
vailed with the Earl of Stamford, and that committee in 
Exeter, (to whom the Earl was not fuperior), to treat 
Kxeterde. with the Prince ; and thereupon articles were agreed to; 
the Prm'ce plcafant city was delivered on the fourth 

rirrsep'* September, w'hich was within fourteen or lixtecn days 
icnibei 4 . after Prince Maurice came thither, into the King’s pro- 
tedfion, after it had fuftcred no other diftrefs, or impref- 
fion from the belicgers, than the being kept from taking 
the air without their own walls, and from being fupplied 
from the country markets. 

There was an accident fell out a little before this time, 
that gav'e new argument of trouble to the King, upon a 
difference betw'een Prince Maurice and the Marquis. It 
hath been faid, that the Earl of Carnanmn, who was 
General of the horfe of the weftern army, had marched 
from Briftol the day before the Prince, and had taken 

Dorcheftcr 
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Dorchefter and Weymouth, before his H^hnefs came 
up to the army, both confiderablc places, and the feats 
of great malignity. The former was not tliought nc- 
ceflTary to be made a garrifon; but the latter was the beft 
port town of that country, and to be kept with great 
care. The Marquis had made fome promife of the go¬ 
vernment thereof, when it fhould be taken, (of which 
they made no doubt), to Sir Anthony Afhley Cooper, a 
young gentleman of that country, of a fair and plenti¬ 
ful fortune, and one, who in the opinion of moft men, 
w'as like to advance the place by being Governor of it, 
and to raife men for the defence of it, without lefTcning 
the army; and had, in expeiftation of it, made fome 
provilion of officers and foldiers, when it fhould be time 
to call them together. Prince Maurice, on the other fide, 
had fome other perfon in his view, upon whom he in¬ 
tended to confer that charge, when it fhould fall. In 
the moment that the town was taken, and before the 
Prince came thither. Sir Anthony, hearing that the 
Marquis came not with the army, but remained fome 
time at Briftol, made all the hafte he could to him, and 
came thither the fame day the King left it; and applied 
himfelf to the Marquis, who remembered his promife, 
and thought himfelf obliged to make it good, and that 
it was in his power fo to do, fince it appeared, that the 
town was taken before the King had declared to him, 
that he fhould not go to the army; till when he ought 
to be looked upon as General of it. He conferred with 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer upon it, as a matter in 
which his honour was concerned, and on which his heart 
was fet. Sir Anthony came likewife to him, who was 
of his acquaintance, and defired his affiftance, “ that, 
“ after fo much charge he had been put to, in the ex- 
“ peftation of it, and to prepare for it, he might not be 

“ expofed 
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“ expofcd to the mirth and contempt of the country.” 
It was evident, that if he returned with the commifiion 
from tlie Marquis, (which he was moft inclined to give 
him), both he and the commiffion would be affronted, 
and the town would not be fuffered to fubmit to him. 
Therefore the Chancellor was of opinion, that there was 
no way but to appeal to the King, and defirc his favour, 
as well as his julfice, in giving his commillion to the 
perfon defigned by the Marquis; which would remove 
that part of the exception, which would moft trouble 
the Prince; and he offered to write himfelf very earneftly 
to the King. Belides his defire to gratify the Marquis, 
he did in truth believe it of great importance to his Ma- 
jefty’s fervice, to engage a perfon of fuch a fortune and 
intereft, fo throughly in his quarrel, as he then believed 
fuch an obligation muft needs do; the flexibility and 
inftability of that gentleman’s nature not being then 
underftood, or fufpedfed. 

He did w'rite, with all the fkill and importunity he 
could ufe, to the King; and writ to the Lord -Falkland, 
“ to take Sir John Colepepper with him, if he found 
“ any averfion in ^the King, that they might together 
“ difeourfe, and prevail with him.” But his Majefty 
pofitively and obftinately refufed to grant it; and faid, 
“ he would nor, to pleafe the Marquis in an unjuft 
“ pretence, put a public difobligation and affront upon 
“ his nephew.” So the exprefs returned without effedf, 
and the Marquis was as fcnfibly touched as could be 
imi^ined; and faid, “ tliat he was fallen from all credit 
“ with the King, and was made incapable of doing him 
“ farther fervice; that his fidelity fhould never be lef- 
“ fened towards him,” (as in truth he was incapable of a 
difloyal thought), “ but fince he was become fo totally 
“ ufelefs to the King, and to his friends, he hoped his' 

“ Majefty 
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“ Majcfty would give iiiin leave to retire to his own 
“ houle ; where, he doubted not, he Ihoukl be lufFered 
“ to live privately and quietly, to pray for the King.’’ 

The Chancellor knew well the nature of the Marquis, 
that would never give him leave to purfue any refolution 
which he found might prove inconvenient lo his Ma- 
jefty, for whom he had all poUible duty ; yet he knew 
loo, that the mifehief was not fmall, from the ohferva- 
fion that the Marquis thought himlelf ill ufed, and that 
there were too many who would take the op|)orlunity 
to foment thofe jealoulies and difeontents; and therei’ore 
refolved (having difpatched all things which were in¬ 
cumbent on him at Briftol, and ufed all freedom with 
the Marquis, for the difpelling all troubk-fome imagina¬ 
tions) to go himfelf to the King, and to reprefent that af¬ 
fair to him, and the probable coni’ct[ucnccs of it, with 
new initances. And at laid, with very great dilliculty, 
he did fo far prevail with his Majcfty, that he gave a 
commiliion to Sir Anthony Alkley Cooper, to be Go- 
t ernor of Weymouth; which he was the more cafily 
perfuaded to, out of fome prejudice he had to the per- 
fon, who, he underftood, w'as defigncd to that govern- 
ment. However, the Marquis received it as a I'eafon- 
able add of favour to himfelf, and, in a ftiort time after, 
came from Briftol to Oxford, to attend upon his Ma¬ 
jcfty according to his command. 

At Gloucefter the bufinefs proceeded very flowly: forrho profc- 
though the army increafed wonderfully there, by the 
accefs of forces from all quarters, yet the King had 
neither money nor materials requifite for a fiege, and they 
in tlie town behaved themfelvcs with great courage and 
refolution, and made many lharp and bold failles upon 
the King’s forces, and did more hurt commonly than 
they received; and many officers of name, Ijefidcs com¬ 
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mon foldiers, were flain in the trenches and approaches; 
the Governor leaving nothing unperformed that became 
a vigilant commander. Sometimes, upon the fallies, the 
horfe got between the town and them, fo that many pri- 
foners were taken, who were always drunk; and, after 
they were recovered, they confelied, “ that the Governor 

always gave the party that made the fally, as much wine 
“ and ftrong water as they defired to drinkfo that it 
feems their mettle was not purely natural; yet it is very 
obfervable, that, in all the time the King lay there with 
a very glorious army, and after the taking of a city of 
much greater name, there was no one officer run from 
the town to him, nor above three common foldiers, 
which is a great argument, the difeipline within was very 
good. Befides the lofs of men before the town, both 
from the walls, and by ficknefs, (which was not greater 
than was to be reafonably expefted), a very great licenfc 
broke into the army, both among officers and foldiers; 
the malignity of thofe parts being thought excufe for the 
exercife of any rapine, or feverity among the inhabitants. 
Infomuch as it is hardly to be credited, how many thou- 
fand fheep were in a few days deftroyed, befides what 
were brought in by the commiffaries for a regular pro- 
vifion; and many countrymen imprifoned by officers 
without warrant, or the leaft knowledge of the King’s, 
till they had paid good fums of money, for their delin¬ 
quency ; all which brought great clamour upon the dif¬ 
eipline of the army, and juftice of the officers, and made 
them likewife lefs prepared for t|je fervice they were 
to expeft. 

In the mean time nothing was left at London unat¬ 
tempted, that might advance the preparation for the re¬ 
lief of Glouceftcr. All overtures of peace were fup- 
prelTed, and the city purely at the devotion of thofe who- 
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were moft violent, who put one compliment upon them 
at this time, that is not to be pafled over. It is remem¬ 
bered before, that, at the beginning of thefe diftraftions, 
before the King’s going into the North, his Majefty had, 
upon the reiterated importunity of the two Houfes, made 
Sir John Coniers Lieutenant of the Tower of London; 
who w'as a I'oldier of very good eftimation, and had been 
the Lieutenant General of his horfe in that laft prepa¬ 
ration againft the Scots, and Governor of Berwick. The 
Parliament thotight, by this obligation, to have made 
him their own creature, and delired to have engaged him 
in fome a(ffive command in their armies, having the 
reputation of one of the beft officers of horfe of that time. 

But he warily declined that engagement, and contained 
himfelf within the limits of that place, which, by the 
multitude of prifoners, fent to the Tower by the two 
Houfes, and the exceffive fees they paid, yielded him a 
vaft profit; in the adminiftration whereof he was fo im¬ 
partial, that thofe prifoners who fuffered moll for his 
Majefty, found no more favour or indulgence from him 
than the reft. About this time, either difeerning that 
they grew to confide lefs in him than^ they had done, 
and that he mull engage himfelf in their fervice, or Ihould 
fhortly lofe the benefit of their good opinion, or really 
abhorring fo be fo near thofe adlions he faw every day 
committed, and to lie under the fcandal of keeping his 
Majefty’s only fort which he could not apply to his 
fervice, he delired leave from the Houfes, “to go into 
“ Holland,” where his education had been, and his 
fortune was, without obliging himfelf to a time of return. 

The propofition was not unwelcome to the Houfes; and 
thereupon they immediately committed that charge, the 
cuftody of the Tower of London, to the Lord Mayor the cufto- 
Pennington; that the city might fee they were truftcd^„"^„"‘' 
VOL. u.r. I. l1 
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to hold their own reins, and had a jurifdidlion committed 
to them which had always juftled with their own. This 
compliment ferved to a double purpofe ; for thereby, as 
they made the city believe they had put themfelvcs ufider 
their proteftion, fo they were fure they had put the city 
under the power, or under the apprehenlion of the power 
of him, who would never forfake them out of an appetite 
to peace. 

The Earl of Eflex now declared, that he would 
himfelf undertake the relief of Glouccfter, whereas 
before Sir William W’’aller was defigned to it, and, 
whenccldevcr it proceeded, was returned to his old lull 
alacrity againft the King, and recovered thofe officers 
and I'oldiers again to him, who had abfented by his 
connivance, or upon an opinion that he would march no 
more; yet liis numbers increafed not fo fail as the 
occafion required: for Colonel Mafl'y found means to 
fend many meilengers out of the town, to advenil’e the 
jlraits he was in, and the time that he fhould be able to 
holil out. Their ordinance of preffing, though executed 
with unulual rigour, infomuch as perfons of good fortunes, 
who had retired to London, that they miglit be lei's 
taken notice of, were feized on, and detained in cuftody, 
till they paid fo much money, or procured an able man 
to go in their places, brought not in fuch a fupply as 
they expedled; and fuch as were brought in, and 
delivered to the officers, declared fuch an averfenefs to 
the work to w'hich they were defigned, and fuch a 
peremptory refolution not to fight, that they only in¬ 
creafed their numbers, not their ftrength, and run away 
upon the firft oj)[)ortunity. In the end, they had up 
other refort for men, but to thofe who had fo conftantly 
fupplied them with money, and prevailed with their true 
friends, the city, which they ftill alarmed with the King’s 
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irreconcileablenefs to them, to fend three or four of their 
trained-band regiments, or auxiliaries, to fight witli the 
enemy at that diftance, rather than to expcft him at 
their own walls, where they muft be affured to fee him 
as foon as Glouceftcr fhould be reduced ; and then they 
would be as much perplexed with the malignants within, 
as with the enemy without their city. 

Upon fuch arguments, and the power of the Earl of 
Effex, fo many regiments of horfe and foot as he defired 
were afligned to march with him ; and fo, towards the 
end of Auguft, he marched out of London; and having rht Eari of 
appointed a rendezvous near Ayleibury, where he wasn,^r*i,„ 
met by the Lord Grey, and other forces of the alfociated^^'J^^ 
counties, from thence he marched by ealy journeys to- 
wards Gloucefter, with an army of above eight tlioufand 
foot, and four thoufand horfe. It would not at firft be 
credited at the leaguer, that the Earl of Ellex could be 
in a condition to attempt fuch a work; and therefore 
they were too negligent upon the intelligence, and 
fufpedled rather that he would give fome alarm to 
Oxford, where the Queen was, and thereby hope to draw 
the army from Gloucefter, than that jn truth he would 
venture upon fo tedious a march, where he muft pals 
over a campaign near thirty miles in length, where half 
the King’s body of horfe would diftrefs, if not deftroy 
his whole army, and through a country eaten bare, where 
he could find neither provifion for man nor horfe ; and 
if he fhould, without interruption, be fuffered to go into 
Gloucefter, he could neither ftay there, nor poflibly 
retire to London, without being deftroyed in the rear by 
the King’s army, which fhould ncverthelefs not engage 
itfelf in the hazard of a battle. Upon thefe conclufions 
they proceeded in tlieir works before Gloucefter, their 
galleries being near finilhed, and vifibly a great want of 
L I 2 amrau- 
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ammunition in the town; yet the Lord Wilmot was 
appointed, with a good party of horfe, to wait about 
Banbury, and to retire before the enemy, if he fhould 
advance towards Glouccfter, and to give fuch impedi¬ 
ments to their march, as in fuch a country might be 
eafy to do; Prince Rupert himfelf ftaying with the body 
of horfe, upon the hills above Glouceftcr, to join, if the 
Earl of Eflex fhould be fo hardy as to venture. 

The Earl came to Brackley, and hating-there taken in 
from Leicefter and Bedford the laft recruits upon which 
he depended, he marched fteadily over all that campaign, 
which they thought he feared, towards Gloucefter; and 
though the King’s horfe were often within view, and 
entertained him with light Ikirmifhes, he purfued his 
diredl way; the King’s horfe ftill retiring before him, 
Tiiffifseoffill the foot was compelled to raife the fiege, in more 
railed, diforder and diftradfion than might have been expcflcd: 
and fo with lefs lofs, and eafier Ikirmifhes, than can be 
imagined, the Earl, with his army and train, marched to 
Glouceftcr; where he found them reduced to one finglc 
barrel of powder; and all other provifions anfwerable. 
And it muft be ronfeffed, that governor gave a ftop to 
the career of the King’s good fuccefs, and from his 
pertinacious defence of that place, the Parliament had 
time to recover their broken forces, and more broken 
fpirits; and may acknowledge to this rife the greatnefs 
to which they afterwards afpired. 

The Earl of Eflex ftayed in that joyful town (where 
he was received with all poflible demonftrations of 
honour) three days; and in that time, which was as 
wonderful as any part of the ftory, caufed all neceflary 
provifions to be brought in to them, out of thofe very 
quarters in which the King’s army had been fuftained, 
and which they conceived to be entirely fpent: fo foli- 
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citous were the people to conceal what they had, and 
to reierv'e it for them; which, without a connivance 
from the King’s commiflaries, could not have been 
done. All this time the King lay at Sudlcy Cable, the 
houfe of the Lord Chandois, within eight miles of 
Gloucefter, v/atching when that army would return; 
wliich, they conceived, ftayed rather out of dcfpair than 
eleftion, in thofe eaten quarters; and, to open them a 
way for their retreat, his Majeby removed to Lfham, 
hoping the Earl woukl choofe to go back the fame way 
he came ; which, for many reafons, was to be dclircd ; 
and thereupon the Earl marched to Tewkefbury, as if 
he had no other jniqjofe. The King’s horfe, though 
bold, and vigorous upon adfion and execution, were al¬ 
ways lefs patient of duty and ill accommodation than 
they fhould be ; and at this time, partly with wearinefs, 
and partly with the indifpofition that polfefled the whole 
army upon this relief of the town, were lefs vigilant to¬ 
wards the motion of the enemy: fo that the Earl of 
Efiex was marched with his whole army and train from 
Tewkefbury, four and twenty hours before the King 
heard which way he was gone: for he .took the advan¬ 
tage of a dark night, and having hire guides, reached 
Cirencefter before the breaking of the day; where hei'heEariot 
found two regiments of the King’s horfe quartered fe-^c'^n"’’"' 
curely; all which, by the negligence of the officers, 
common and fatal crime throughout the war, on the 
King’s part), he furprifed, to the number of above three 
hundred; and, which was of much greater value, he 
found there a great quantity of provifions, prepared, by 
the King’s commillaries, for the army before Glou¬ 
cefter, and which they negleAed to remove after the 
liege was raifed, and fo moft fottifhly left it for the re¬ 
lief of the enemy, far more apprehenlive of hunger tlian 
LI3 of 
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of tlie fword; and indeed this wonderful fupply ftrange- 
ly exalted their f{)irits, as fent by the fpecial care and 
extraordinary hand of Providence, even when they were 
ready to faint. 

From -hence the Earl, having no farther appfehen- 
fion of the King’s horfe, which he had no mind to en¬ 
counter upon the open campaign, and being at the 
Icaft twenty miles before him, by eafy marches, that his 
lick and wearied foldiers might overtake him, moved, 
through tliat deep and inclofed county of North Wilt- 
Ihire, his clircdf way to. London.^ As foon as the King 
had fore notice which way the enemy was gone, he en¬ 
deavoured, by expedition and diligence, to recover the 
advantage, which the fopine negligence of thofe he 
frufted had robbed him of; and himlelf, with match- 
lefs induftry, taking care to lead up the foot. Prince 
Rupert, with near five thoufand horfe, marched day 
and night over the hills, to get between London and 
the enemy before they fhould be able to get out of 
thofe inclofed decf) countries, in which they were en¬ 
gaged between narrow lanes, and to entertain them with 
Ikirmilhes till the whole army Ihould come up. This 
dclign, purfoed and executed with indefatigable pains, 
fucceeded to his wifii; for when the van of the ene¬ 
my’s army had almoft marched over Awborne Chafe, 
intending that night to have reached Newbury, Prince 
Rupert, beyond their fear or cxpcdlation, appeared with 
a ftrong body of horfe fo near them, that before they 
could put themfelves in order to receive him, he cliarged 
their rear, and routed them with good execution; and 
though the enemy performed the parts of good men, 
and applied themfelves more dexteroufly to the relief 
of each other, than on fo fodden and unlooked for an 
occafion was cxpedled, yet with fome difficulty, and 

the 
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the lofs of many men, they were glad to Ihortcn their 
journey, and the night coming on, took up their quar¬ 
ters at Hungerford. 

In this conflict, which was very fharp for an hour 
or two, many fell of tlie enemy, and of the King’s 
party none of name, but die Marquis of Vieu Ville, a 
gallant gcntlcntan of the French nation, who had at¬ 
tended the Queen out of Holland, and put himfelf as a 
volunteer u]ion this adlion, into the Lord Jermyn’s re¬ 
giment. There were hurt many officers, and among 
thole the Lord Jermyn received a ffiot in his arm with 
a piftol; owing the prefervation of his life from other 
ffiots to the excellent temper of his armour; and the 
Lord Digby a ftrange hurt in the face, a piftol being dif- 
charged at lo near a diftance ujion him, that the pow'der 
fetched much blood from his face, and for the prelent 
blimlcd him, without farther mifehief; by which it was 
concluded, that the bullet had dropped out before the jiil- 
tol was difeharged : and may be reckoned among one of 
rliofe efcapes, of which that gallant perlon hath palled a 
greater number, in the courfc of his life, than any man 
1 know. 

By this expedition of Prince Rupert, the enemy was 
forced to fuch delaj', that the King came up with his 
foot and train, though his numbers, by his exceeding 
long and quick marches, and the licence which many 
officers and foldiers took whilft the King lay at Efliam, 
were much leftened, being above two thoufand fewer, 
tlian when he railed his fiege from Gloucefter. And 
when the Earl, the next day, advanced from Hunger- 
ford, hoping to recover Newbury, which Prince Rujiert 
with his horfe would not be able to hinder him from; 
when he came within two, miles of the towm, he found 
the King poffefled of it; for his Majefty, with his 
1.14 whole 
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whole army, was come thither two hours before: this 
plit him to a neceffity of ftaying upon the field that 
night; it being now the fcventeenth day of September. 

It was now thought by many, that the King had 
recovered whatfoever had been loft by former over¬ 
fights, omiflions, or negledls, and that by the deftroy- 
ing the army which had relieved Glpucefter, he fhould 
be fully recompenfed for being difappointed of that 
purchafe. He feemed to be poflefled of all advantages 
to be defired, a good town to refrefh his men in, whilft 
the enemy lodged in the field, his own quarters to 
friend, and his garrifon of Wallingford at hand, and 
Oxford itfelf within diftance for fupply of whatfoever 
Ihould be wanting; when the enemy was equally tired 
with long marches, and from the time that the Prince 
had attacked them, the day before, had ftood in their 
arms, in a country where they could not find vitftual. 
So that it was conceived, that it was in the King’s 
power, whether he would fight or no, and therefore that 
he might compel them to notable difad vantages, who 
muft make their way through, or ftarve ; and this was 
fo fully underftood, that it was refolved over night, not 
to engage in battle, but upon fuch grounds as ftiould 
give an afl'urance of vidlory. But, contrary to this re- 
folution, when the Earl of Eftex had, with excellent 
condudl, drawn out his army in battalia, upon a hill 
called Bigg’s Hill, within lefs than a mile of the town, 
and oidered his men in all places to the heft advantage, 
by the precipitate courage of fome young officers, who 
had good commands, and who unhappily always un¬ 
dervalued the courage of the enemy, ftrong parties be¬ 
came fucceflively fo far engaged, that the King was 
compelled to put the whole to the hazard of a battle, 
and to give the enemy at leaft an equal game to play. 

It 
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It was difputed, on all parts, with great fiercenefs andThc battk 
courage; the enemy preferving good order, and ftand- buij. 
ing rather to keep the ground they were upon, tlian to 
get more ; by which they did not expofe themfelves to 
thofe difadvantages, which any motion would have of¬ 
fered to the affailants. The King’s horfe, witii a kind 
of contempt of the enemy, charged with wonderful bold- 
nefs, upon all grounds of inequality; and were fo far 
too hard for the troops of the other fide, that they 
routed them in moft places, till they had left the great- 
eft part of their foot without any guard at all of horfe. 

But then the foot behaved themfelves admirably on tiie 
cnemy’s part, and gave their fcattered horl'c time to rally, 
and were ready to affift and fccure them upon all occa- 
fions. The London Trained Bands, and auxiliary regi¬ 
ments, (of whofe inexperience of danger, or any kind of 
I'crvice, beyond the eafy practice of their poftures in the 
Artillery Garden, men had till then too cheap an eftima- 
tion), behaved themfelves to wonder; and were, in trutli, . 
the prefervation of that army that day. For they ftood 
as a bulwark and rampire to defend the reft ; and when 
their wings of horfe were fcattered and difperfetl, kcjit 
their ground fo fteadily, that, though Prince Rupert him- 
fclf led up the choice horfe to charge them, and endured 
their ftorm of fmall fhot, he could make no imprelhon 
upon their ftand of pikes, but was forced to wheel 
about: of fo fovereign benefit and ufc is that readinefs, 
order, and dexterity in the ufe of their arms, which 
hath been fo much negle<fted. 

It was fought all that day without any fiich notable 
turn, as that either party could think they had much 
the better. For though the King’s horfe made the ene¬ 
my’s often give ground, yet the foot were fo immove¬ 
able, that little was gotten by the other; and the firft 
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entrance into the battle was fo fudden, and without or¬ 
der, that, during tlie whole clay, no ulc was made of the 
King’s cannon, though that of the enemy was placed 
fo imhappily, that it did very great execution upon the 
King’s party, both horfe and foot. The night parted 
them, when nothing elfe could; and each party had 
then time to revolve the overfights of the day. The 
enemy had fared at lead: as well as they hoped for ; and 
therefore, in the morning early, they put thcmfelves in 
order of marching, having an obligation in neceflity to 
gain fome place, in which they might eat and deep. 
On the King's fide there was not that caution vdiich 
Jhould hai'c been the day before; and though the num¬ 
ber of the flain was not fo great, as, in fo hot a day, 
might have been looked for, yet very many officers 
and gentlemen were hurt; fo that they rather chofe to 
take advantage of the enemy’s motion, than to charge 
them again upon the old ground, from whence they 
had been, by order, called off the night before, when 
they had recovered a poft, the keeping of which would 
much have prejudiced the adverfary. The Earl of 
Eflex finding liis^ way open, purfued his main defign 
of returning to London, and took that way by New¬ 
bury, which led towards Reading; which Prince Rupert 
obferving, fufFered him, without interruption or dif- 
turbance, to pafs, till his whole .army evas entered into 
the narrow lanes; and then with a ftrong party of 
horfe, and one thoufand mufqueteers, follow'ed his rear 
with fo good effedl, that he put them into great dif- 
order, and killed many, and took many prifoners. 
However the Earl, with the grofs of his army, and all 
The Earl of his cannon, got fafe into Reading; and, after a night or 
intriita-*’ two fpent there to refrefh and reft his men, he moved 
fhcnce to in a flow 5ind Orderly march to London, leaving Rca- 
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ding to the King’s forces; which was prefently pof- 
foflecl by Sir Jacob Afhley, with three thoufand foot 
and five hundred horfe, and made again a garrifon for 
the King: his Majefty and Prince Rupert, with the re¬ 
mainder of the army, retiring to Oxford, and leaving a 
garrifon under the command of Colonel Boys in Don- 
nington Caftle (a houfe of John Packer’s, but more 
famous for having been the feat of Geoffery Chaucer, 
within a mile of Newbury) to command the great 
road, through which the Weftern trade was driven to 
London. 

At this time Sir William Waller was at Windfor, 
with above two thoufand horfe, and as many foot, as 
unconcerned for what might befal the Earl of Effex, as 
the Earl had formerly been on his behalf at Roundway 
Hill: otherwife, if he had advanced upon the King to 
Newbury (which was not above twenty miles) when tlie 
Earl was on the other fide, the King had been in great 
danger of an utter defeat; and the apprehenfion of this 
was the reafon, or was aftenvards pretended to be, for 
the hafty engagement in battle. 

The Earl of Effex was received at London with all 

# 

imaginable demonftrations of affetilion .and reverence; 
public and folemn thankfgiving was Appointed for his 
vidlory, for fuch they made no fcruple to declare it. 
Without doubt, the adlion Was performed by him with 
incomparable conduft and courage; in every part 
whereof very much was to be imputed to his own per- 
fonal virtue; and it may be well reckoned among the 
moft foldierly aftions of this unhappy war. P’or he 
did the bufinefs he undertook, and, after the relief of 
Gloucefter, his next care was to 'retire with his army to 
London; which, confidering the length of the way, and 
the difficulties .he was to contend with, he did with lefs 
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Jof* than could be expcdcd; on the other hand, tlie 
King was not without hgns of a vidfory. He had fol¬ 
lowed, and compelled the enemy to fight, by over¬ 
taking him, when he defired to avoid it. He had the 
fpoil of the field, and purfued the enemy the next day 
after the battle, and had a good execution upon them, 
without receiving any lofs; and, which feemed to crown 
the work, fixed a garrifon again at Reading, and there¬ 
by ftraitened their quarters, as much as they were in 
the beginning of the year; his own being enlarged by 
the almoft entire conqueft of the Weft, and his army 
much ftronger, in horfe and foot, than when he firft 
took the field. On which fide foever the marks and 
public enfigns of vidlory appeared moft confpicuous, 
certain it is, that, according to the unequal fate that at¬ 
tended all Ikirmifhes and conflidfs with fuch an adver- 
fary, the lofs on the King’s fide was in weight much 
more confiderable and penetrating; for whilft fome ob- 
feure, unheard of Colonel or officer was miffing on the 
enemy’s fide, and fome citizen’s wife bewailed the lofs 
of her hu&and, there were, on the other, above twenty 
officers of the field, and perfons of honour, and public 
name, llain upon the place, and more of the fame qua¬ 
lity hurt. 

Tiic Earl of Here fell the Earl of Sunderland, a lord of great 

Sunderland - , /i ♦ ■ i i i 

ibmin this fortune, tender years, (being not abpve three and twenty 
years of age), and an early judgment; who, having no 
command in the army, attended upon the King’s per- 
fon, under the obligation of honour; and putting him- 
felf that day in the King’s troop a volunteer, before they 
came to charge, was taken away by a cannon bullet, 
and the This day alfo fell the Earl of Carnarvon, who, after 
naivonfhlshe had charged, and routed a body of the enemy’s 
chuafter. coming carelefsly back by fome of the fcattered 
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troopers, was, by one of them who knew him, run 
through the body with a fword; of which he died 
within an hour. He was a perfon, with whofe great 
parts and virtue the world was not enough acquainted. 
Before the. war, though his education was adorned by 
travel, and an exaft obfervation-of the manners of more 
nations, than our common travellers ufe to vifit, (for 
he had, after the view of Spain, France, and moft parts 
of Italy, fpent fome time in Turkey, and thofe caftern 
countries), he feemed to be wholly delighted with thofe 
loofer exercifes of pleafure, hunting, hawkihg, and the 
like ; in which the nobility of that time too much de¬ 
lighted to excel. After the troubles begun, having the 
command of the firft or fecond regiment of horfc, that 
was railed for the King’s fervice, he wholly gave himfelf 
up to the office and duty of a foldier; no man more 
diligently obeying, or more dexteroufly commanding; 
for he was not only of a very keen courage in the ex- 
pofing his perfon, but an excellent difeerner and pur- 
fuer of advantage upon his enemy. He had a mind 
and underftanding very prefent in the article of danger, 
which is a rare benefit in that profefljon. Thofe infir¬ 
mities, and that licence, which he had formerly in¬ 
dulged to himfelf, he put off with feverity, when others 
thought them excufeable under the notion of a foldier. 
He was a great lover of jullice, and praftifed it then 
moft deliberately, when he had power to do wrong: 
and fo ftrid in the obfervation of his word and promife 
as a commander, that he could not be perfuaded to ftay 
in the Weft, when he found it not in his power to per¬ 
form the agreement he had made with Dorchefter and 
Weymouth. If he had lived, he would have proved a 
great ornament to that profelfion, and an excellent fol¬ 
dier. 
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dier, and by his death the King found a fenfible weak- 
nefs in his army. 

And the But I muft hcTC take|^ave a little longer to difcon- 
Munt'Faik-tinue this narration : and if the celebrating the memory 
chwiker! eminent and extraordinary perfons, and tranfmitting 
their great virtues, for the imitation of pofterity, be one 
of the principal ends and duties of hiftory, it will not be 
thought impertinent, in this place, to r/member a lofs 
which no time will fuffer to be forgotten, and no fuccels 
or good fortune could repair. In this unhappy battle 
was Ilain the Lord Vifeount Falkland; a perfon of fuch 
prodigious parts of learning and knowledge, of that in¬ 
imitable fweetnefs and delight in converfation, of fo 
flowing and obliging a humanity and goodnefs to man¬ 
kind, and of that primitive limplicity and integrity of 
life, that if there were no other brand upon this odious 
and accurfed civil war, than that lingle lofs, it inuft be 
moll infamous, and execrable to all pofterity. 

Turpe mori, pojl ie,foh non pojfe dolure. 

Before this Parliament, his condition of life was fo 
happy that it was hardly capable of improvement. Be¬ 
fore he came to be twenty years of age, he was mafter of 
a noble fortune, which defeended to him by the gift of 
a grandfather, without paffing through his fatlrer or mo¬ 
ther, who were then both alive, and not well enough 
contented to find themfelves palled by in the defeent. 
His education for fame years had been in Ireland, where 
his father was Lord I 3 eputy; fo that, when he returned 
into England, to the polieffion of his fortune, he was 
unentangled with any acquaintance or friends, which 
iifually grow up by the cuftom of converfation; and 
therefore was to make a pure election of his com¬ 
pany; 
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pany: which he chofc by other rules than were preferibed 
to tlie young nobility of that time. And it cannot be 
denied, though he admitted fome few to his friendihip 
for the agreeablcnefs of their natures, and their undoubt¬ 
ed affection to him, that lus familiarity and friendlhij), 
for the moft part, was with men of the moft eminent and 
fublime parts, and of untouched reputation in point of 
integrity; and fuch men had a title to his bolbm. 

He was a great cherdlter of wit, and fancy, and good 
parts in any man ; and, if he found them clouded with 
poverty or want, a moft liberal and bountiful patron to¬ 
wards them, e\’en above his fortune; of wdiich, in thofc 
ailminiftrations, he was fuch a difpenfer, as, if he had 
been trufted with it to fuch iifes, and if there had been 
the leaft of vice in his cxpence, he might have been 
thought too prodigal. He was ccjnftant and pertinacious 
in whatfoet er he rcfolved to do, and not to be wearied by 
any pains that were neceftary to that end. And there¬ 
fore having once refolved not to fee London, which he 
loved above all places, till he had perfeblly learned the 
Greek tongue, he went to his own houfe in the country, 
and purfued it with that indefatigable induftry, that it 
will not be believed in how fhort a time he was maftcr 
of it, and accurately read all the Greek hiftorians. 

In this time, his houfe being within little more than 
ten miles of Oxford, he contraefted familiarity and friend- 
fhip with the nroft polite and accurate men cd' that Uni- 
verfity; who found f uch an immenfencls of wit, anti fuch 
a folidity of judgment in him, fo infinite a fancy, bound 
in by a moft logical ratiocination, fuch a vaft knowledge, 
that he was not ignorant in any thing, yet fuch an c.x- 
ceflive humility, as if he had known nothing, that they 
frequently reforted, and dw'cit with him, as in a college 
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lituatcd in a purer air; fo that his houfe was a univer- 
lity in a lefs volume; whither they came not fo much 
for repofe as ftudy; and to examine and refine thofe 
grolfer propofitions, which lazinefs and confent made 
current in vulgar converfation. 

Many attempts were made upon him by the inftiga- 
tion of his mother (who was a lady of another perfua- 
fion in religion, and of a moft mafculine underftanding, 
allayed with the paffion and infirmities of her own fex) 
to pervert him in his piety to the Church of England, 
and to reconcile him to that of Rome; which they pro- 
fecuted with the more confidence, becaufe he declined 
no opportunity or occafion of conference with thofe of 
that religion, whether priefts or laics; having diligently 
ftudied the controverfies, and exadlly read all, or the 
choiceft of the Greek and Latin Fathers, and having a 
memory fo ftupendous, that he remembered, on all oc- 
cafions, whatfoever he read. And he was lb great an 
enemy to that paffion and uncharitablenefs, which he 
faw produced, by difference of opinion, in matters of 
religion, that in all thofe difputations with priefts, and 
others of the Roman Church, he affedfed to manifeft 
all ^olfible civility to their perfons, and eftimation of 
their parts; which made them retain ftill fome hope of 
his redubfion, even when they had given over offering 
farther reafons to him to that purpofe. But this cha¬ 
rity towards them was much lefiened, and any correfpon- 
dence with them quite declined, when, by finifter arts, 
they had corrupted his two younger brothers, being both 
children, and ftolen them from his houfe, and tranfported 
them beyond feas, and pen’^erted his fillers: upon which 
occafion he writ two large difeourfes againll the princi¬ 
pal pofitions of that religion, with that fharpnefs of 
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ftilc, and full weight of reafon, that the Church is de¬ 
prived of great jewels hi the concealment of tilery, and 
that they are not publiflied to the world. 

He was fuperior to all thole paffions and affeeftions 
which attend vulgar minds, and was guilty of no other 
ambition than of knowledge, and to be reputed a lover 
of all good men; and that made him too much a con¬ 
temner of thofe arts, which muft be indulged in tlie 
tranfa61ions of human affairs. In the laft fliort Parjia- 
ment, he was a burgefs in the Houfe of Commons; and, 
from the debates which were there managed with all 
imaginable gravity and fobriety, he contradfed fuch a 
reverence to Parliaments, that he thought it really im- 
poffible they could ei er produce mifehief or inconveni¬ 
ence to the kingdom; or that the kingdom could ,be to¬ 
lerably happy in the intermiffion of them. And from 
the unhappy and unfcafonable diffolution of that con¬ 
vention, he harboured, it may be, fome jealoufy and 
]irejudice to the Court, towards which he was not bcfot;e 
immoderately inclined; his father having wafted a full 
fortune there, in thofe offices and employments by which 
other men ufe to obtain a greater. He was chofen again 
this Parliament to ferve in the fame place, and, in the be¬ 
ginning of it, declared himfelf very ffiarply and fevcrely 
againft thofe exorbitances, which had been moft grievous 
to the ftate; for he was fo rigid an obferver of eftabliflicd 
laws and rules, that he could not endure the Icaft breach 
or deviation from them; and thought no mifehief fo 
intolerable as the prefumption of minifters of ftate to 
break pofitive rules, for reafons of ftate ; or judges to 
tranfgrefs known laws, upon the title of conveniency, or 
neceffity; wliich made him fo fevere againft the Earl of 
Strafford and the Lord Finch, contrary to his natural gen- 
tlenefs and temper; infomuch as they who did not know 
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his compofition to be as free from revenge, as it was from 
pride, tliouglit that the fharpnefs to the former might 
proceed from the memory of fome unkindneffes, not 
without a mixture of injuftice, from him towards his fa¬ 
ther, But without doubt he was free from thofe tempta¬ 
tions, and in both cafes was only mifled by the authority 
of thofe,who, he believed, underftood the laws perfectly; 
of which himfelf was utterly ignorant; and if the af- 
fumption, which was then fcarce controverted, had been 
true, “ that an endeavour to overthrow the fundamental 
“ laws of the kingdom was treafon,” a ftridl underftand- 
ing might make reafonable conclulions to fatisfy his own 
judgment, from the exorbitant parts of their feveral 
charges. 

. The great opinion he had of the uprightnefs and in¬ 
tegrity of thofe perfdns who appeared moft adfive, efpe- 
cially of Mr. Hambden, kept him longer from fufpedf- 
ing any defign againft the peace of the kingdom ; and 
though he differed from them commonly in conclufions, 
he believed long their purpofes were honcft. When he 
grew better informed what was law, and difcerned in them 
a defire to control that law by a vote of one or both 
Houfes, no man more oppofed thofe attempts, and gave 
the adverfe party more trouble by reafon and argumenta¬ 
tion; infomuch as he was, by degrees, looked upon as an 
advocate for the Court, to which he contributed fo little, 
that he declined thofe addreffes, and even thofe invita¬ 
tions which he was obliged almoft by civility to entertain. 
And he was fo jealous of the leaft imagination that he 
ihould incline to preferment, that he affedfed even a mo- 
rofenefs to the Court, and to the courtiers; and left no¬ 
thing undone which might prevent and divert the King’s 
or Queen’s favour towards him, but the defenung it. 
For when the King fent for him once or twice to fpeak 
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with him, and to give him thanks for liis excellent com¬ 
portment in thofe councils, which his Majefty gracioully 
termed “ doing him fervice,” his anfwers were more 
negligent, and lefs fatisfa(Tory, than might be expelled; 
as if he cared only that his aftions flioiild be juft, not 
that they ftiould be acceptable, and that liis Majefty 
fhould think that they proceeded only from the impul- 
fion of confcience, without any fympathy in his affec¬ 
tions ; which, from a ftoical and fullcn nature, might not 
have been mifinterpreted ; yet, from a perfon of lb per- 
feft a habit of generous and obfequious compliance with 
all good men, might very well have been interpreted by 
tlie King as more than an ordinary averfenefs to his fer¬ 
vice : fo that he took more pains, and more forced his 
nature to aeftions unagreeable, and unpleafant to if, that 
he might not be thought to incline to the Court, than 
moft men have done to procure an office there. And 
if any thing but not doing his duty could have kept 
him from receiving a teftimony of the King’s grace and 
truft at that time, he had not been called to his council; 
not that he was in truth averfc from receiving public 
employment; for he had a great devotion to the King’s 
perfon, and had before ufed fome fmall endeavour to Ire 
recommended to him for a foreign negociation, and had 
once a defire to be fent ambafllidor into France ; but he 
abhorred an imagination or doubt fhould fink into the 
thoughts of any man, that, in the difeharge of his truft 
and duty in Parliament, he had any bias to the Court, or 
that the King liimi’elf fhould apprehend that he looked 
for a reward for being honeft. 

For this reafon, when he heard it firft whifpered, “ that 
“ the King had a purpofe to make him a Priv^ Coun- 
“ fellor,” for which there was, in the beginning, no other 
ground, but becaufe he was known fufficient, [liaudjem- 
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per errat fama, alipuando et elicit), he refolved to de¬ 
cline it; and at laft fuffered himfelf only to be over-ruled, 
by the advice and perfualions of his friends, to fub- 
mit to it. Afterwards, when he found that the King 
intended to make him Secretary of State, he was pofi- 
tive to refufe it; declaring to his friends, “ that he was 
“ moft unfit for it, and that he muft either do that 
“ which would be great difquiet to his own nature, or 
“ leave that undone which w'as mofl; necefliiry to be 
“ done by one that was honoured with that place; for 
“ the moft juft and honeft men did, every day, that 
“ which he could not give himfelf leave to do.” And 
indeed he was fo exadl and ftridl an obferver of juftice 
and truth, that he believed thofe necefl’ary condefeen- 
lions and applications to the weaknefs of other men, and 
thofe arts and infinuations which are neceftary for difeo- 
veries, and prevention of ill, would be in him a declen- 
fion from his own rules of life; though he acknow¬ 
ledged them fit, and abfolutely neceftary to be prac- 
tifed in thofe employments, tie was, in truth, fo pre- 
cife in the pradlic principles he preferibed himfelf, (to 
all others he was as indulgent), as if he had lived m Re- 
pul’lica Plutonis, non in face Ronnili, 

Two reafons prevailed with him to receive the feals, 
and but for thofe he had refoiutely avoided them. The 
firft, the conlideration that his refufal might bring fome 
blemifti upon the King’s affairs, and that men would 
have believed, that he had refufed fo great an honour and 
truft, becaufe he muft luve been with it obliged to do 
fomewhat elfe not juftifiablc. And this he made matter 
of confcience, lince he knew the King made choice of 
him, before other men, efpecially becaufe he thought 
liira more honeft than other men. The other was, left 
he might be thought to avoid it out of fear to do 
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an ungracious thing to the Houfe of Commons, who 
were forely troubled at the difplacing Sir Harry Vane, 
whom they looked upon as removed for having done 
them thofe offices they ftood in,nced of; and the difdain 
of fo popular an incumbrance wrought upon him next 
to the other. For as he had a full appetite of fame by 
juft and generous aft ions, fo he had an equal contempt 
of it by any fervile expedients: and he fo much the 
more confented to and approved the juftice upon Sir 
Harry Vane, in his own private judgment, by how much 
he furpaffied moft men in the religious obfervation of a 
truft, the violation whereof he would not admit of any 
cxcufe for. 

For thefe rcafons, he fubmitted to the King’s com¬ 
mand, and became his Secretary, with as humble and 
dc\oted an acknowledgment of the greatnefs of the 
obligation, as could be expreffied, and as true a fenfe of 
it in his heart. Yet two things he could never bring 
himfelf to, whilft he continued in that office, that was to 
his death; for w’hich he was contented to be reproached, 
as for omiffions in a moft neceflary part of his place. 
The one, employing of fpies, or giving any countenance 
or entertainment to them. I do not mean i'uch emifta- 
ries, as with danger would venture to view the enemy’s 
camp, and bring intelligence of their number, or quar¬ 
tering, or any particulars that fuch an obfervation can 
comprehend; but thofe, who by communication of 
guilt, or diffimulation of manners, wind themleh es into 
liich trufts and fecrets, as enable them to make difeo- 
veries. The other, the liberty of opening letters, upon 
a fufpicion that they might contain matter of dangerous 
confequence. For the firft, he would faj’, “ fuch inftru- 
“ ments muft be void of all ingenuity, and common 
“ hon(ftv, before they could be of ufe; and afterwards 
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“ they could never be fit to be credited : and that no 
“ fingle prefervation could be w'orth fo general a wound, 
“ and corruption of human fociety, as the cherilhing 
“ fuch perfons would carry witli it.” The laft, he thought 
“ fuch a violation of the law of nature, that no qualifi- 
“ cation by office could juftify him in the trefpafs;” and 
though he was convinced by the nccefiity, and iniquity 
of the time, that ihofe advantages of information were 
not to be declined, and were- necefl'arily to be praftifed, 
he found means to put it off from himfelf; whilft he 
confefled he needed cxcufc and pardon for the omilfion; 
lb unwilling he w'as to refign any part of good nature to 
an obligation in his office. 

In all other particulars he filled his place with great 
fufficiency, being well verfed in languages, to underftand 
any that are ufed in bufinefs, and to make himfelf again 
underftood. To fpeak of his integrity, and his high 
difdain of any bait that might feem to look towards cor¬ 
ruption, in /iiii/o viro, injuria virhitum fuerit. Some 
fiiarp expreffions he ufed againfi the Archbifliop of Can¬ 
terbury, and his concurring in the firfi: bill to take away 
the votes of Bilhops in the Houfe of Peers, gave occa- 
fion to fomc to believe, and opportunity to others to 
conclude, and publiffi, “ that he was no iriend to the 
“ Church, and the eftablilhed government of itand 
troubled his very friends much, who were more confi¬ 
dent of the contrary, than prepared to anfwcr the alle¬ 
gations. 

The truth is, he had unhappily contrafted fomc pre¬ 
judice to the Archbifliop; and having obferved his paf- 
fion, when, it may be, multiplicity of bufinefs, or rather 
indifpofition, had pofiefled him, did wiffi him lefs en¬ 
tangled and engaged in the bufinefs of the Court, or 
State : though, I fpeak it knowingly, he had a fingulai; 
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cftimation and'reverence of his great learning, and con- 
feffed integrity ; and really thought his own letting 
himfelf loofe to thole expreffions, which implied a dif- 
efteem of the Archbilhop, or at leaft an acknowledg¬ 
ment of his infirmities, would enable him to fiielter 
him from part of the ftorm he faw raifed for his de- 
ftrufflion ; which he abominated with his foul. 

The giving his confent to the firft bill for the dif- 
placing the Billiops, did proceed from two grounds: 
the firft, his not underftanding then the original of their 
right and fufffage there: the other, an opinion, that the 
combination againft the w'hole government of the 
Church by Billiops, was fo violent and furious, that a 
lefs compofition than the difpenfing with their inter¬ 
meddling in I'ecular affairs, would not preferve the order. 
And he was perfuaded to this by the profeliion of many 
perfons of honour, who declared, “ they did defire flic 
“ one, and would not then prefs the other;” which, in 
that particular, miffed many men. But when his ob- 
fervation and experience made him difeern more of 
their intentions, than he before fufpedfed, with great 
franknefs lie oppofed the fecond bill tjiat was jircferred 
for that purpofe; and had, without fcruple, the order 
itfelf in perfeft reverence; and thought too great en¬ 
couragement couhl not poffibly be given to learning, 
nor too great rewards to learned men. He was nei'cr in 
the leaft degree fwayed or moved by the objedtions 
which were made i^ainft that government in the 
Church, (holding them moft ridiculous), or aftedted to 
the other, which thofe men fancied to thcmfelves. 

He had a courage of the moft clear and keen temper, 
and fo far from fear, that he feemed not without fome 
appetite of danger; and therefore, upon any occafion of 
adlion, he always engaged his perfon in thofe troops, 
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which he thought, by the forwardnefs of the com¬ 
manders, to be moft like to be fartheft engaged ; and in 
all fuch encounters he had about him an extraordinary 
cheerfulnefs, without at all affefting the execution that 
ufually attended them, in which he took no delight, but 
took pains to prevent it, where it was not, by reliftance, 
made neceflary; infomuch that at Edgehill, w'hen the 
enemy w'as routed, he was like to have incurred great 
peril, by interpofing to fave thofe who had throw'n away 
their arms, and againft whom, it may be, others were 
more fierce for their having thrown them away: fo that 
a man might think, he came into the field chiefly out 
of curiofity to fee the face of danger, and charity to 
prevent the fliedding of blood. Yet in his natural in¬ 
clination he acknowledged he was addidled to the pro- 
feffion of a foldier; and fhortly after he came to his 
fortune, before he was of age, he went into the Low 
Countries, with a refolution of procuring command, and 
to give himfelf up to it, from which he was diverted by 
the complete inactivity of that fummer: fo he returned 
into England, and fhortly after entered upon that vehe¬ 
ment courfe of ftudy we mentioned before, till the firft 
alarm from the North; then again he made ready for 
the field, and though he received fome repulfe in the 
command of a troop of horfe, of which he had a pro- 
mife, he went a volunteer witli the Earl of Ellcx. 

From the entrance into this unnatural war, his natural 
cheerfulnefs and vivacity grew clouded, and a kind of 
fadnefs and dejeCfion of fpirit ftole upon him, which 
he had never been ufed to; yet being one of thofe who 
believed that one battle would end all differences, and 
that there would be fo great a victory on one fide, that 
the other would be compelled to fubmit to any condi¬ 
tions from the victor, (which fuppofition and conclu- 
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lion generally funk into the minds of moft men, and 
prevented the looking after many advantages, that might 
then have been laid hold of), he refitted thofe in- 
difjwfitions, e( in luffii, helium inter remedia crat. But 
after the King’s return from Brentford, and the furious 
rcfolution of the two Houfes not to admit any treaty 
for peace, thofe indifpofitions, which had before touched 
him, grew into a perfedf habit of uncheerfulnefs; and 
he, who had been fo exadtly eafy and afi'able to all 
men, that his face and countenance was always prefent, 
and vacant to his company, and held any cloudinefs, 
and lefs pleafantnefs of the vifage, a kind of rudenefs or 
incivility, became, on a hidden, lefs communicable; 
and thence, very fad, pale, and exceedingly afFeded 
with the fpleen. In his clothes and habit, which he 
had minded before always with more neatnefs, and in- 
duttry, and expence, than is ufual to fo great a foul, he 
was not now only incurious, but too negligent; and in 
his reception of fuitors, and the neceflary or cafual ad- 
dreffes to his place, fo quick, and ttiarp, and fe\crc, 
that there wanted not fonie men, (ttrangers to his na¬ 
ture and difpofition), who believed him proud and 
inqierious, from which no mortal man was ever more 
free. 

It is true, that as he was of a mott incomparable gen- 
tlenefs, application, and even fubmilfion to good, and 
woithy, and entire men, fo he was naturally (which 
could not but be more evident in his place, which ob- 
jeitted him to another converfation and intermixture, 
than his own eledion w'ould have done) adverfus malos 
injiicundus ; and was fo ill a dilTembler of his difiike 
and difinclination to ill men, that it was not pollible for 
fuch not to difeern it. There was once, in the Houfc 
of Commons, fuch a declared acceptation of the good 
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fcrvicc an eminent member had done to them, and, as 
they faid, to the whole kingdom, that it was moved, he 
being prefent, “ tliat the Speaker might, in the name of 
“ tlie whole Houfe, give him thanks; and then, that 
“ every member might, as a teftimony of his particular 
acknowledgment, ftiror move his hat towards him 
the which (though not ordered) when very many did, 
the Lord P’alkland, (who believed the fervice itfelf not 
to be of that moment, and that an honourable and ge¬ 
nerous perfon could not have hooped to it for any re- 
compenfc), inftead of moving his hat, ftretched both 
his arms out, and clafped his hands together upon the 
crown of his hat, and held it clofe down to his head; 
that all men might fee, how odious that flattery was 
to him, and the very approbation of the perfon, though 
at that time moft popular. 

When there was any overture or hope of peace, he 
would be more eredl and vigorous, and exceedingly fo- 
licitous to prefs any thing which he thought might pro¬ 
mote it; and fitting among his friends, bften, after a 
deep filcnce and frequent fighs, would, with a flirill 
and fad accent, ingeminate the word Peace, Peace ; and 
would palRonately profefs, “ that the very agony of the 
“ war, and the view of the calamities and dcfolation the 
“ kingdom did and muft endure, took his fleep from 
“ him, and would fliortly break his heart.” This made 
fome think, or pretend to think, “ that he was lb much 
“ enamoured on peace, that he w'ould have been glad 
“ the King fhould have bought it at any price wlfich 
was a moft unreafonable calumny. As if a man, that 
w'as himfelf the moft puncftual and precife in every cir- 
rumftance that might refleft upon confcience or ho¬ 
nour, could have wiflied the King to have committed a 
trefpafs againft either. And yet this fenfelefs fcandal 
. made 
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made fome imprcffion upon him, or at leaft he ufed it 
for an excufe of the daringncfs of his fpirit; for at the 
leaguer before Gloucefter, when his friend paffionately 
reprehended him for expoling his perfon unneceffarily 
to danger, (for he delighted to vilit the trenches, and 
neareft approaches, and to difeover what the enemy 
did), as being fo much beiide the duty of his place, 
that it might be underftood rather to be againft it, he 
would fay merrily, “ that his office could nut take 
“ away the privilege of his age ; and that a fecretary in 
“ war might be prefent at the greateft fecret of dan- 
“ gcrbut withal alleged ferioufly, “ that it concerned 
‘‘ him to be more adtive in enterprifes of hazard, than 
“ other men; that all might fee, that his impaticncy for 
“ jx'ace proceeded not from pufillanimity, or fear to ad- 
“ venture his own perfon.” 

In the morning before the battle, as always upon 
adfion, he was very cheerful, and put himfelf into the 
firft rank of the Lord Byron’s regiment, then advancing 
upon the enemy, wh.o had lined the hedges on both 
fides with mufquetecrs; from whence he was fhot with 
a mufquet in the lower part of the belly, and in the in- 
If ant falling from his horfe, his body was not found till 
the next morning; till when, there was fome hope he 
might have been a prifoner ; though his neareft friends, 
who knew his temper, received fmall comfort from 
that imagination. Thus fell that incomparable young 
man, in the four and thirtieth year of his age, having 
fo much difpatched the true buftnefs of life, tliat the 
eldeft rarely attain to that immenfe knowledge, and the 
youngeft enter not into the w'orld with more inno- 
ccncy: whofoever leads fuch a life, needs be the lefs 
anxious upon how fhort warning it is taken from 
him. 
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’fh«Eariof Kow to go OH With the coutfc of out hiftory: tlie 

tHrns to Earl of Eflex entered into London on the 25th of Sep- 

Vondon. j,^yg occafion to remember 

upon another folemnity), and was the next day vifited, 
at EITex Houfe, by the Speaker and the whole Houle 
of Commons, who declared to him, “ that they came 
“ to congratulate his notable fuccefs, and to render the 
“ thanks of the kingdom to him, for his incomparable 
“ conduft and courage; and that they had caufed their 
“ acknowledgment to be entered in their Journal Book, 
“ as a monument and record of his virtue, and their 
“ gratitude.” A day or two after, folemn thanks were 
rendered to thofe members of both Houfes, who had 
command in the army, and fome extraordinary fignifi- 
cation of rekpeA derived to the fuperior officers 
throughout the army. A gaudy letter of kindnefs and 
value was fent to Colonel Mafly, and, which made the 
letter of more value, a thoufand pounds was fent him as 
a gratuity or prefent for his fervice, over and above what 
u'as due to him for his pay, and fome largefs to all the 
inferior officers, and a month’s pay, over and above 
their arrears, to 'the foldiers of that garrifon. 

Left the difeourfe and apprehenfion of the jealoufy 
between the Earl of Eflex and Sir William Waller, 
might adminifter hope or fufpicion, that fome divifion 
might grow amongft themfelves, and, from thence, 
that the King might receive any advantage, great care 
was taken to make, and greater to publifh, a recon¬ 
ciliation between them; in which Sir William was 
.all fubmiflion and humility, and his Excellence full of 
grace and courtefy. The paflion and animofity, which 
difference of opinion had produced between any mem¬ 
bers, was totally laid afide and forgotten, and no artifice 
omitted to make the world believe, that they were a 
• people 
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people newlj)- incorporated, and as firmly united to one 
and the fame end, as their brethren the Scots; of whole 
concurrence and alliftance they were now allured, and 
fatisfied that it would come loon enough for their pre- 
lervation; of which they had not before a full con¬ 
fidence. 

Though the King’s army had all the trophies of 
viAory in and after this battle, as is before related, (it 
kept the field, and had the fpoil of it; it took fome 
pieces of tlie enemy’s cannon, who marched off in the 
night, and were purfued with fome confiderable lofs be¬ 
yond Reading, where a garrifon was again placed for 
his Majefty, under the command of Sir Jacob Afhley, 

Major General of the army, an excellent officer; lb 
that the Parliament was in fo much a worfe Rate than 
they were in the fpring, as the lofs of Briftol and moft 
of the Weft amounted to ; for by this time Exeter was 
likewife reduced by Prince Maurice), yet, notwithftand- 
ing all this, the Earl of Eftex, as is faid before, was re¬ 
ceived at London with all imaginable gratulation and 
triumph; he had done all that was expe6l||l from him, 
with many circumftances of great, foldierly, and notable 
courage, and the heart and fpirit of thS Parliament was 
vifibly much exalted, and their impatience for peace 
quite abated. 

On the contrary, upon the King’s return to Oxford, The temper 
there appeared nothing but dcjedlion of mind, difeon- 
tent, and fecret mutiny in the army, anger and jealoufy “ 
among the officers, every one acculing another of wantupo"<he 
of courage and condudl in the adtions of the field ; and llie King 
they who were not of the army, blaming them all for''''‘'“'‘' 
their feveral failings and grofs overftghts. The fiege of 
Gloucefter was not believed to have been well con¬ 
duced, and that it might have been taken in half the 

time 
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time they were before it, if it had been Ikilfully gone 
about. The not engaging the Earl of Effex in all the 
march over fo open a country, was thought unexculii- 
ble, and was imjjuted to the want of courage in Wilmot, 
whom Prince Rupert did in no degree favour: nor was 
the Prince himfelf without fome reproaches, for fufFer- 
ing the Earl of Effex, after all the horfe was joined, to 
march down a long fteep hill into the vale of Glou- 
cefter, without any difturbance; and that the whole 
army, when it was found neceffary to quit the fiege, had 
not been brought to fight in that vale, and at fome 
diftance from the town, when the King’s men were 
frefh, and the other fide tired with fo long a march. 

But then all men renewed their execrations againfi 
thofe, who advifed the fitting down before Glouccfter; 
the officers, who had been prefent, and confenting to all 
the counfels, difclaiming, as much as any, the whole 
defign; and all confpired to lay the whole reproach 
upon the Matter of the Rolls, who fpoke moft in thofe 
debates, and was not at all gracious to the foldiers; and 
this clamour againtt that engagement was fo popular 
and univerfal, that no man took upon himfelf to fpeak 
in defence of itthough, bcfidcs the reafons which have 
been formerly alleged for it, what happened in this latt 
atttion, in the relief of Gloucetter, might well feem to 
juttify it; for fince it appeared, that the city was fo 
much united to the Parliament, that it fupplied their 
army with fuch a body of their Trained Bands, (without 
which it could never have marched), with what fuccefs 
could his Majetty have approached London, after the 
taking of Brittol, with his haraffed army ? and would 
not the whole body of the Trained Bands have defended 
that, when fo confiderablc a part of them could be 
perfuaded to undertake a march of tv'o hundred miles ? 

for 



OF THE REBELLION, &c.. 


543 


for lefs they did not march, from the time they went 
out, to that in which they returned. But no reafon 
could ever convert thole, who looked upon that under¬ 
taking at Glouceher, as the ruin of the King’s affairs. 

The temper of the Court was no Ixtter than that of 
the army: and the King was fo much troubled with 
both, that he did not enjoy the quiet his condition re¬ 
quired. They who had forborn to be importunate for 
honours, or offices, bccaufe they knew they ffiould not 
be able to obtain their defires from the King, made their 
modefty an argument of their merit to the Ciueen ; and 
affured her, “ that they had forborn to afk any thing in 
“ her abfence, becaufe they had always refolvcd never to 
“ receive any thing, but by her bounty.” Many pre¬ 
tended former promifes and engagements for creations of 
honour, as foon as any thing ffiould be done of that kind. 
And it is true enough, that both their Majefties had 
given themfelves eafe from prefent importunities, by 
making promifes, with reference to a time, which they 
imagined, and, at that time, refolved, ffiould not be 
foon: and now there was no Iboner mention of con¬ 
ferring honour upon one or two whom they had a mind 
to gratify, but the reft, who had that promife, were very 
importunate and clamorous for the fame juffice. By 
this means they were, upon the matter, compelled to 
gratify fome men to whom they bore no good will; and 
fo, they who received the favours were no more pleafed, 
than they were who conferred them ; and they who were 
without ambition before, when they law honours and 
offices conferred upon men, who, they thought, did not 
merit them better than themfelves, thought their fcn'ice 
undervalued if they did not receive the fame reward. 
And it W'as a ufual prologue to fuits of that kind, “ that 
they did not defire it out-of their own ambition, but 

purely 
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“ purely to fatisfy their friends; who withdrew their 
“ kindnefs from them, out of an opinion tliat they had 
“ offended the King, who would not otherwife put fo 
“ great a difference between them and other men.” 
Whence it may be obferved, that princes fhould not 
confer public rewards in a feafon when they can only 
gratify a few, and fo many ftand upon the fame level in 
pretences, that they are apt to refent the preferring of 
one, as an affront and difobligation to the reft. 

There was no particular that gave the King more un- 
cpiietnefs, than the pretence of my Lord of Holland. 
The three Earls I before mentioned, had attended the 
King before he rofe from Gloucefter, and had waited 
upon him throughout that march, and had charged the 
enemy, in the King’s regiment of horfe, at the battle of 
Newbury, very bravely; and had behaved themfelves, 
throughout, very well; and returned to Oxford with his 
Majefty; and now expeefted to be well looked upon: 
and the other two had no caufe to complain ; the King, 
upon all occafions, fpoke very gracioufty to them, and 
particularly fent the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
the Earl of Clare, “ that he had liberty, and might be 
“ prefent at the ’councils of war;” where the Peers 
ulually were, and where the general matters of contribu¬ 
tion, and fuch things as concerned tlte country, were 
ufually debated. But the Earl of Holland was not 
pleafed; he thought nothing of former mifearriages 
ought to be remembered; that all thofe were cancelled 
by die merit of coming to the King now, and bringing 
fuch confiderable perfons with him, and difpoftng others 
to follow; and expedfed, upon his frrft appearance, to 
have had his key reftored to him; to have been in the 
fame condition he was in the Bedchamber, and in the 
Council, and in the King’s grace and countenance; of 

all 
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all which he had aflurance from the Queen before he 
came, at leaft from Mr, Jermyn, who, no doubt, did 
excet^ his commillion ; and the very deferring of this 
was gnevous to him ; and the more, becaufe he found 
the fame dilrelpecil: from all others, as he had done when 
he came firft to Oxford. 

He came frcciuentl}' in the afternoon to Merton 
College ; where the Queen lay, and where the king was 
for the moft part at that time of the day, and both their 
Majeflies looked well upon him, and fpoke to him in 
public as occafion was adminiftcred. Sometimes the 
King went afide with him to the window, in the lame 
room, where they fpoke a quarter or half an hour to¬ 
gether, out of the hearing of any body; which the 
Queen did often in the fame manner; and Mr. Jerrn} n, 
who was about this time made a Baron, was very fre¬ 
quently with him. The King was always upon his 
guard towards him, a,nd did not, in truth, abate any 
thing of his former rigour or prejudice, and continued 
firm to his former refolutions. But the Queen, whether 
from her inclination, or promife, or diflike of moll: ether 
people, w'ho were not fo good courtfers, (as fure none 
was equal to him in that fun 61 ion anti myftery), did in 
truth heiutily defire, that he might receire fatisfadion in 
all things, according to his own defire; and would have 
trulled him herfelf as much as formerly : yet llie con> 
plied fo far with the King’s averfion, that Ihc yet forbore 
to prefs it, or to own the encouragement fire had givtn 
him; nor had flie a willingnefs to opjjole fo great a 
torrent of prejudice, as fhc favv evidently run againfl; hiir ; 
fo that Ihe ap[)eared not to wilh, what without doubt Ibe 
\yould have been very glad of. However the Marquis 
of Hertford was now come_to Oxford, and expelled the 
performance of the King's promife to him, and to be 
\ o!.. I!. I’. 1. X n .admitted 
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admitted into the office of Groom of the Stole; of 
which the King took not the leaft notice to him fince 
his return; which made it the more Mpefted-'iliat 
the intention was to readmit the old officer; and this 
apprehenfion was confirmed by the Queen’s looking lefs 
gracioufly upon the Marquis, than Ihe had ufed to do. 
And it is true, though it may be fhe did not intend to 
make any fuch difcovery by her looks, fhe was not 
pleafed that any fuch promife was made, both bccaufc 
it was without her confent, and as it eroded what fhe 
defigned; and much defired tliat the Marquis could 
have been perfuaded to have relcafed it; towards which 
the Lord Jermyn, with fome paffion, fpoke to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, “ how unreafonable a 
“ thing it was for the Marquis, who was mafter of fo 
“ great a fortune, to afFedt fuch a low preferment,” (as 
he termed it), “ and how generous a thing it would be 
“ to quit his pretencebut he quickly difeovered him 
not to be willing to engage in any fuch propofition. 
All this wonderfully indifpofed the other lords, and the 
perfons of quality in the town, who did not wifh to fee 
the Court juft fillfed as it had been, or the Queen her- 
felf poflefted of fo abfolute a power, as fhe had been 
formerly; though they looked upon her perfon with all 
duty and reverence. 

The Earl of Holland did not aft his own part with 
that art and dexterity, which might have been eqjefted 
from his cunning and experience; nor had ever made 
the leaft apology to the King for any thing he had fcr- 
merly done; nor appeared to have the leaft fenfe that he 
had committed any error, as his Majefty himfelf de¬ 
clared to thofe, who he knew were his friends; and faid, 
“that he behaved himfelf^with the fame confidence 
“ and afturance, as he had done when he was moft in. 

“ his 
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“ his favour; and that he ret^ned ftill the old artifice 
“ at Court, to be feen to whifper in the King’s and 
‘’’'ft^^en’s ear, by which people thought there was fome 
“ fecrCT, when the matter of thofe whifpers was nothing 
“ but what might be faid in the open Court; and that 
“ the Earl of Holland had feveral times feemed to de- 
“ lire to fay fomewhat in private to him, upon which 
“ he had withdrawn from the company to the end or 
“ corner of the room, and, at firft, expefted and ap- 
“ prehended, that he would fay fomewhat in his own 
“ excufe; but that he had never then faid one word, 

“ but what he might have fpoke in the circle; with 
“ which,” the King faid, “ he was the better pleafed; 

“ and that he believed, he had not been more particular 
“ in his difcourfe with the Queen, fave that he ufed to 
“ entertain her with the wifdom and power of the Par- 
liament, and what great things they would be able to 
“ do, and how much they were refpedled in foreign 
“ parts; which,” his Majefty faid, “ was a ftrange dif- 
“ courfe for a man to make, who had fo lately left 
“ them, becaufe he thought the King’s condition to be 
“ the better of the two.” ' 

The Earl had a friend, who did heartily defire to do 
him all the offices and fervices that would confifl: with 
the King’s honour, and always apprehended the ill con- 
fequence of difcouraging fuch converfions, and who 
fpoke often to the Earl of his own affairs. And when 
he cofeplained of his ufage, and repeated what promifes 
and encouragement he had received to come to the 
King, and of what importance his good reception would 
have been ; “ that there were many of confiderable re- 
“ putation and intereft in the Houfe of Commons,” 
(whom he named), “ \yKo intended to have followed, * 
“ and that the Earl of Northumberland expedted only 
N n 2 “ his 
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“ his advicehis friend afked him, “ whether he had 
“ done all things, fince he came to the King, which 
“ might reafonably be expedled from him ?” He fai/b 
“ he thought he had done all could be expefted from 
“ him, in bringing himfelf to the King; and, lince his 
“ coming to him, in venturing his life for him ; and in 
“ lieu thereof he had not received thanks, or one gra- 
“ cious word; and now, after his office had been kept 
“ unbeftowed near two years, and a promife made to 
“ him, that he ffiould be reftored to it, it was to be be- 
“ ftowed upon another, to make his difgrace the more 
“ notorious; which he thought would not prove for his 
“ Majefty’s lionour or advantage.” 

His friend alked him, “ whether he had alked it of 
“ the King, or informed him of the promife that was 
“ made to him ?” He faid, “ he had done neither, nor 
“ ever would ; he expefted it of the King’s grace, and 
“ would not extort it by a promife, which, it might 
“ be, his Majefty was not privy to.” The other re¬ 
plied very plainly to him, “ that if he thought he had 
“ never committed any fault againft the King, he had 
“ no reafon to acjcnowledge it, or make excufe for it; 
“ but if he were confeious of any fuch, how unwarily 
“ foever it had been done, or how unmalicioufly foever 
“■ it had been intended, he ought to make fome con- 
“ feffion and apology to his Majefty; nor could his 
“ Majefty, with the fafety of his honour, avow the re- 
“ ceiving him into any truft without it; nor was he ca- 
“ pable of receiving any offices from his friends, or the 
“ Queen’s own declared interpofition on his behalf, 
“ till he had performed that neceflary introduction.” 
He told him, “if he would follow his advice, he be- 
lieved he might receive fome effedl of it;” which 
was, “ that he ffiould fend tcir dcftre a private audience 

“of 
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of his Majefty in fome room, where nobody might 
“ be jirefent; which would not be refufed him; and 
he fhould (with all the excufes upon the terror 
“ tlieN^rliament gave to all men, who had exceeded 
“ the common rules, in their adminiftration of the truft 
“ tiiey had from his Majefty; as he could not deny he 
had done in many particulars for the advancement of 
“ his Majefty's fervice) confefs, that he had not been 
“ hardy enough to contemn that power, but had been 
“ fo much in aw'e of it, that he chofe rather to prefume 
“ upon his Majefty’s goodnefs, than to provoke their 
“ jealoufy and difpleafure; and fo had complied with 
“ them more, than in his duty and gratitude to his 
“ Majefty he ought to have done; for which he beg- 
“ ged his pardon upon his knees; and if he might oh- 
“ tain it, he made no doubt,, he ftiould wipe out the 
“ memory of pall offences by fome new fervices, which 
“ ftiould be beneficial to his Majeftyand he added, 
“ that he would do very well, if he would fue out his 
“ pardon, as the Earl of Bedford had done; who had 
“ alked it of the King when he firft kifled his hand, 
“ and had fince wifely taken it otft under the great 
“ feal of England.” 

The Earl of Holland feemed not at all plcafed with 
this advice; faid, “ He did not think, though he 
“ would not juftify all that he had done, his tranf- 
greffions were of that magnitude, that they required 
“ fuch a formality of alking pardon; that his cafe was 
“ very different from that of the Earl of Bedford, who 
“ had been in arms, and a general officer in the field 
‘‘ againft the King; whereas he had only fat in the 
“ Parliament, as lawfully he might do; and if he had 
“ failed in his attenda n^ip on. his Majefty, and other- 
‘‘ wife deferved his difpleafure, he had received fo many 
X n 3 “ marks 
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“ marks of it before he deferved it, that might well 
“ tranfport a very faithful fervant into a difcontent. 
“ That as foon as he found himfelf reftored to any pjo - 
‘‘ portion of his Majefty’s grace and confidences^ his 
“ own inclination would carry him to as humble apo- 
“ logies, and as deep acknowledgments of afi his tranf- 
“ greffions, as could be expedled from him, and fuch 
“ as he believed would reconcile the King’s goodnefs 
“ to him: but to make the firfl: advance by fuch a 
“ kind of fubmilfion, he did not think he could prevail 
“ over himfelf to do it.” However, he took his advice 
very kindly, and fpoke often with him after upon the 
fame fubjedl. 

Being, upon conference with fome other friends, ad- 
vifed the fame, efpecially by his daughter, (whom he 
loved and efteemed exceedingly), he leemed refolved to 
do it; but whether he thought worfe of the King’s af¬ 
fairs, or liked the Court the left, becaufe he faw the po¬ 
verty of it, and that whatever place or favour he might 
obtain, he could not expe< 3 ; a fupport from it to defray 
his expences, (nor could he draw it from any other 
place), he delayed it fo long, that the King found it rea- 
fonable to confer the office he had before promifed, 
upon the Marquis of Hertford. 

Upon which he withdrew himfelf, for his conve¬ 
nience, to a neighbour village, where he had a private 
lodging; and, after a few days, with the help of, a d^k 
The Earl of night and a good guide, he got himfelf into the, ene- 
turaslmrfoy’s quarters, and laid himfelf at the feet of the Parlia- 
after a ffiort imprifonment, gave him 
quaners. leave to five in his own houfe, without farther confi- 
dering him, than as a man able to do little good or 
harm. And yet he did endea^fpur to render himfelf as 
gratcfi4 to them as he could,adt very unfuitabic 
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to his honour, or his own generous nature: for Ire pub- 
lifhed a declaration in print of the caufe of his going 
— t p, and returning from, Oxford; in which he endea- 
vour^to make it believed, “ that his compaffion and 
“ love f\his country had only prevailed with him to 
“ go to th^King, in hope to have been able, upon the 
“ long knowledge his Majefly had of his fidelity, to 
“ perfuade him to make a peace with his Parliament; 
“ which, from the time of his coming thitlier, he had 
“ laboured to do ; but that he found the Court fo in- 
“ difpofed to peace, and tliat the Papifts had fo great a 
“ power there,” (ufing many expreflions dilhonourable 
towards the King and his Council), “ that he refolved 
“ to make what hafte he could back to the Parliament, 
“ and to fpend the remainder of his life in their fer- 
“ vicewhich adlion, fo contrary to his own natural 
difcretion and generolity, loft him the aftedlion of thofe 
few who had preferved fome kindnefs for him, and got 
him credit with nobody ; and may teach all men how 
dangerous it is to ftep afide out of the path of inno¬ 
cence and virtue, upon any prefumption to be able to 
get into it again ; fince fuch men ufually fatisfy them- 
felves in doing any thing to mend tRe prefent exigent 
they are in, rather than think of returning to that con¬ 
dition of innocence, from whence they departed with a 
purpofe, perhaps, of returning. 

However, this unhtqapy ill carriage of the Earl doth 
not abfolve the Court from overfight in treating him no 
better; which was a great error; and made the King, 
and all thofe about him, looked upon as implacable; 
and fo diverted all men from farther thoughts of re¬ 
turning to their duty by fuch application, and made 
thofe who abhorred the wau and the violent counfels in 
the carrying it on,jiu»l'^rather to acquieice, and ex- 
N n 4 pc(ft 
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pedl a conjunfture when a general peace might be 
made, than to expofe themfelves by unfeafonable and 
unwelcome addrell'es. The Earl of Northumberland, 
who was gone to Petworth, as is faid before, ^’<Tth a 
purpofe of going to the King, if by the Lord .Conway’s 
ncgociation, and the Earl of Holland’s reception, he 
found encouragement, returned to the Parliament, 
where he was received with great refpedl, all men con¬ 
cluding, that he had never intended to do, what he had 
not done. And the other members, who had enter¬ 
tained the fame refolutions, changed their minds with 
him, and returned to their former Ration ; and the two 
Earls who yet remained at Oxford, Ihortly after found 
And like- means to make their peace at Weftminfter; and re- 
K iris of turned again to their owm habitation in London, widi- 
and Oare. out farther mark of difpleafure, than a reftraint, for a 
time, from coming to the Houfe of Peers, or being 
truRed in their counfels. 

The tranf- The Committee from the two Iloufes of Parliament, 
the com- which was fent into Scotland in July before, in the 
tile'two”' diRradlion of their affairs, when Sir William Waller was 
beo'tiand° the Earl of Effex’s army unferviceable, as 

is remembered, found that kingdom in fo good and 
ready a poRure for their reception, that they had called 
an Affembly of their Kirk, and a Convention of their 
ERates, without, and exprefsly againR, the King’s con- 
fent, and without any colour of law; for the time, 
when, by their late AA of Parliament, they might of 
right challenge thofe meetings, w'as not come by almoR 
a year; and the King had refufed to convene them 
fooner. That kingdom was at unity and peace amongR 
themfelves, and fo at the more leifure to help their 
neighbours; and the goveriRpent of all affairs in their 
' hands who were to be confided-in >;)(id they again ruled 

and 
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and difpofed by a few, who were throughly engaged in 
tlie couiifcls and difeompofures in England ; for all 
ihpfe who were vilibly affedlcd to the King’s fervice, 
or ai!<aftcdfed eminently to the perfons in authority 
there, fled the kingdom: and they who flayed be¬ 
hind, eith^ had, or pretended to have, the fame af- 
fc(‘!lions; of which a full declared zeal, and good will 
to the Parliament of England, was a common evidence. 

So that the committee found as good a welcome as 
they could wifh, and all men difpofed to gain their 
good opinion; a committee was appointed, both out 
of the Convention of Ellates, and the AlTembly, “ to 
“ treat with them, and to make fuch concluflons, as 
might be thought neceffary to advance the peace and 
happinefs of both kingdoms.” Thefe men complied 
with them, in their full fenfe of the fad condition of the 
affairs of England, and in their own concernment in the 
misfortunes which fliould befal them: they faid, “ they 
“ well underftood how much the fate of Scotland was 
“ involved in what fliould beM the Parliament of Eng- 
“ land ; and that if the King prevailed by force, and, 
“ by the power of his army, oppreflTed thofe friends, 
“ who had expreffed a tendernefs formerly towards 
“ them, they had reafon to expeft the fame army 
“ fliould be applied to the revenge of thofe indignities 
“ they would eafily perfuade his Majefty, he had fuf- 
“ fered from that his native kingdom: and therefore 
“ they needed no arguments to perfuade them to com- 
" miferatc the eftate of their brethren of England; or to 
“ convince them, that their cafe was their own, and 
“ their mutual fafety bound up together: but that 
“ thofe politic arguments and confiderations would have 
“ no influence upon th^eople, who had fuch a natural 
“ affedtion and lj;ga«y to tlieir Sovereign, as no earthly 

“ con- 
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confideration would be able to prevail with them to 
“ leffen their obedience towards his Majefty; and that, 
“ albeit there was no vifible party and faftion, that ap- 
“ peared in the kingdom for the King, yet thaydiere 
“ were many well wilhers to him, and maligners, in 
“ their hearts, of the prefcnt reformation; w^o, as foon 
“ as there ftiould be any preparation for an army to 
“ march into England, would be ready, upon the fpe- 
“ cious arguments of duty to his Majefty, and of peace 
to their country, and might be able to give great dif- 
“ turbance to the expedition, or to difquiet the realm, 
“ when the moft eminently afiedled were marched to- 
“ wards the relief of their diftrefled neighbours; except 
“ fome obligation of confcience were laid upon the 
“ people; who only preferred what they called their 
“ piety to God, before their inclination to their Prince, 
“ and the fetting up the kingdom of Jefus Chrift, be- 
“ fore the vindication of a temporal jurifdidtion.” 

A Covenant For fuch an expedient, therefore, they propofed, 
the'scou*^^ “ that a Covenant might be agreed upon between the 
the^two" “ kingdoms, for the utter extirpation of prelacy, 
kingdoms, “ which that kingdom was fatisfied to be a great ob- 
to. “ ftrudlion to the reformation of religion; and the two 
“ Houfes of Parliament had difcovered a fufficient aver- 
fion from that government, by having pafted a bill 
“ for their utter abolition, and in the place thereof to 
“ erecft fuch a government, as Ihould be moft agreeable 
“ to God’s word, which they doubted not would be 
“ their own prelbytery; and that the pepp’e being ce- 
“ mented together by fuch an obligation, would never 
“ be fevered and disjoined by any temptation.” 

There was an eafy confent, from the committee of the 
Englifh, to any expedient thatsmight througldy engj^c 
the other nation; and fo a for# £f„}y,ords was quickly 
’ agreed 
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agreed on between them, for a perfeft combination and 
marriage between the Parliament and the Scots, in all 
^particulars, as were moft like to be unacceptable 
to the King ; and this form being prcfently communi¬ 
cated to tii^ Convention of Eftates, and the Aflembly, 
as foon foimd an approbation and concurrence there, 
with as muen folemnity, as was neceflary to fliew their 
temper and refolution, and to gain the confent x)f the 
two Houfes at Weftminfter, whither it was difpatclied 
with all imaginable celerity, and a fignification, “ that 
“ that people were in fuch a forwardnefs to advance, 
“ that they would be in, England as foon as they could 
“ be reafonably expefted,” And it was indeed apparent 
enough, that, upon their difeipline fince the late com¬ 
motions, and the cunning prefage and forefight of that 
people, there was nothing requifite to tlieir march, but 
the calling them together. 

Many were of opinion, that this engagement was 
propofed “ rather to decline being engaged in the 
“ quarrel, than out of hope or imagination that the 
“ two Houfes would concur with them; for though 
“ there had been a bill paffed, before the laft treaty 
with the King, to that purpofe, yet they well knew 
“ that moft of the Peers, and perfons of qxulity and in- 
“ tereft in the other Houfe, were willing to depart from 
that overture. Befides, amongft thofe who raged 
“jointly againft epifcopacy, there were fo many opi- 
“ nions, that it would be no lefs difficult to eftablilh 
their prefbytery, than to root out the other govern- 
“ raent, to which they intended by their Covenant 
“ equally to oblige them: fo that upon this propofi- 
“ tion, which was according to the known temper of 
“ that nation, they lho4d preferve themfclves plaufi- 
“ bly, and without,-ftcuiing to defect their confederates, 

“ from 
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*' from bearing any part in the prefent troubles. IIow- 
“ e\ er, it would viiibly take up fo much time, that if 
“ there were no ebb in the King’s profperity and fuccefe,’ 
“ he might well linilh his work, and this inteypofition 
“ be interpreted for a politic ftratagem to amufe the 
“ Englilh.” But if this was their ftratagefm, they met 
with people too frank hearted, and not fcrupulous to 
contribute towards it: for the draught of the Covenant 
no fooner came to Weftminftcr, but they Ihewed a mar¬ 
vellous inclination to it. Yet as well bccaufe it was not 
yet known what fuccefs the Earl of EBex would have in 
the relief of Gloucefter, which was like to have a Ihrewd 
influence upon men’s alFedfions and confciences, as that 
they might feem to ufe all neceflary deliberation and 
caution, for the Information of their judgments in a new 
cafe, that concerned the religion and ecclcfiaftical fabric 
of the kingdom, they tranfmitted it to their Aflcmbly of 
Divines, to return their opinion “ of the lawfulnefs of 
“ taking it in point of confcience.” 

The Aflembly, bcfides that it wa's conftituted of 
members w'ho had all renounced their obedience to their 
King, and fubmifllon to, the Church of England, by 
their appearance and prefence in that Convention, had 
been lately taught how dangerous it was to diffent from 
the current opbion of the Houfe of Commons: for 
Dodlor Featly, (upon whofe reputation in learning they 
had raifed great advantages to themfelves), having made 
many fpeeches in the Aflembly in the b-;half of “ the 
“ order of Bilhops, and their fundtion, and againfl the 
“ alienation of church-lands, as facrilege,” and efpecially 
inveighed againfl; “ the liberty that was taken in matter 
“ of religion, by which fo many fedls were grown up to 
“ the fcandal and reproach oPthe Proteftant dodfrine, if 
“ not of Chriftianity itfelf,” hacTYo flir incurred their 
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(lifpleafure, and provoked their jealoufy, that an ordinarj’ 
fellow (fo well confirmed in fpirit, that they feared not 
-his failing or converfion) was direfted to make applica¬ 
tion to^him in cafes of confcicnce, and after lie had 
gotten fiL^cient credit with him, (which was no hard 
matter), to ^timate to him, “ that he had a fare and 
“ unqueftionable conveyance to Oxford, or that he was 
“ to go thither himfelf, and if he had any occafions to 
“ ufe his fcrvice thither, he would faithfully execute his 
“ commands.” The Doctor, believing the mefienger to 
be fincere, and the King’s affairs Handing then profperous, 
gave him letters for the Arghbifhop of Armagh, Primate 
of Irclajid, who waited on his Majefty; and by this 
artifice, the fame inftniment received two or three letters 
from him, pretending they were ftill fent by infallible 
hands; and brought them alw'ays to thofe perfons by 
whom he was entrufted in the work of his im])ofturc. 

The letters contained many apologies for himfelf, “ for 
“ being engaged in fuch a congregation, to which he 
“ fubmitted purely out of confcici;ce, and for the fcrvice 
“ of the King and Church, in hope that he might be 
“ able to prevent many extravagancies, and to contain 
thofe unruly fpirits within fome bounds of regularity 
“ and moderationof his endeavours that way, he gave 
many inflances; and fent copies of w'hat he had (aid in 
juftification of epifcopacy, the liturgy, and the efiablifh- 
ed government, and concluded with a defire to his Grace, 
“ to procure ^good opinion from the King towards him, 
“ and fome Ififhopric or deanery for his recompenfe.” 
About the time that this agitation was in Scotland, and 
very little before this Covenant was tranfmitted, thefe 
letters were produced, and a charge againft that Doctor, 
“ for betraying the truft repofed in him, and adhering 
“to the enemy;” -iiu thereupon the poor man was 

expelled 
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expelled the Aflembly of Divines, both his livings (for 
he had two within a very fmall diftance of London) 
fequeftcred, his ftudy of books and eftate feized,- an' 3 ~ 
himfelf committed to a common gaol, wherq.he con¬ 
tinued to his death ; which befel him the {ooy 4 x, through 
the extreme wants he underwent; fo folicivous was that 
party to remove any impediment that troubled them, 
and fo implacable to any who were weary of their journey, 
though they had accompanied them very far in their 
way. 

This frefh example the JJfemhly of godly and learned 
Divines had before their ey«s when this Covenant was 
fent to them for their confideration, and fpeedy refolution; 
and according to the hafte it required, that clergy re¬ 
turned within two days their full approbation of it; 
there having been but two minifters who made any 
paufe or fcruple of it, and they ^ain foon confeffing 
“ they had received full fatisfaftion to their doubts in 
“ the debate, and that they were fully convinced of the 
“ lawfulnefs and piety of it.” Having received fo abfo- 
lute an approbation and concurrence, and the battle of 
Newbury being m that time likewife over, (which 
cleared and removed more doubts, than the Aflembly 
had done), it ftuck very few hours with both Houfes; 
but being at once judged convenient and lawful, the 
Lords and Commons, and their Aflembly of Divines, 
met together at the Church, with great folemnity to take 
it, on the five and twentieth day of Septeniber; a double 
holyday, by the Earl of Eflex’s return to Isondon, and 
this religious exercife. 

There, two or three of their divines went up into the 
pulpit fucceffively, not to preach, but to' pray; others, 
according to their feveral gifts, to make orations upon 
the work of the day. They werrBy^hem told, “ dtat 

“ this 
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“ this oath was fuch, and in the matter and confc- 
“ quence of it of fuch concernment, as it was truly 
“ worthy of them, _>’<?« of thofe kingdoms, of all the 
“ kingdoms of the world; that it could be no other, 
“ but the\'»fult and anfwer of fuch prayers and tears, of 
“ fuch linirity and fufferings, that three kingdoms 
“ fhould be» thus born, or rather new born, in a day; 
“ that they were entering upon a work of the greateft 
“ moment and concernment to themfelves, and to their 
“ pofterities after them, that ever was undertaken by 
“ any of them, or any of their forefathers before them. 
“ That it was a duty of the firft commandment, and 
“ therefore of the higheft and noblefl: order and rank of 
duties ; therefore mull come forth attended with 
“ choiceft graces, fear, humility, and in the greateft 
“ fimplicity, and plainnefs of fpirit, and refpeft of thofe 
“ with whom they covenanted. That it was to advance 
the kingdom of Chrift here upon earth, and -make 
“ Jerufalem once more the praife of the whole earth, 
“ notwithftanding all the contradidlions of menwith 
many fiich high expreffions, as can hardly be conceived, 
without the view of the records and regiftry that is kept 
of them. 

It will be here moll neceflary, that pofterity may be 
informed of the rare conclufion, in which two nations, 
with fuch wonderful unanimity, did agree, and which 
w-as calculated alfo for the meridian of a third kingdom, 
(for Ireland if likewife comprehended in it), to infert 
this League ^d Covenant in the precife terms in which 
it was received, and entered into; which was in thefe 
words. 


J folemn 
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A fohmn League and Covenant for reformation and de¬ 
fence of religion, the honour and hapginefs of the 
King, and the peace and fafety of the three king¬ 
doms of E(ngland, Scotland, and Ireland. 

/ 

“ We Noblemen, Barons, Knights, «Gerj,tlcmen, Ci- 
“ tizens, Burgeffes, Minifters of the Gofpe’, and Com- 
“ mons of all forts, in the kingdom of England, Scot- 
■“ land, and Ireland, by the providence of God living 
“ under one King, and being of one reformed religion, 
“ having before our eyes the glory of God, and the 
“ advancement of the kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 
“ viour Jefus Chrilf, the honour and happinefs of the 
“ King’s Majefty and his pofterity, and the true public 
“ liberty, fafety, and peace of the kingdoms, wherein 
every one’s private condition is included; and calling 
“ to mind the treacherous and bloody plots, confpira- 
“ cies, attempts, and praftices of the enemies of God, 
“ againft the true religion, and profelTors thereof, in all 
“ places, efpecially in thefe three kingdoms, ever fince 
“ the reformation of religion, and how much their 
“ rage, power, and^prefumption are of late, and at this 
“ time, increafed and exercifed, (whereof the deplorable 
“ eftate of the church and kingdom of Ireland, the 
“ diftreffed eftate of the church and kingdom of Eng- 
land, and the dangerous eftate of the church and 
“ kingdom of Scotland, are prefent and public tefti- 
“ monies), we have now at laft, (after other means of 
“ fupplication, remonftrance, proteftation^ and fufter- 
“ ings), for the prefervation of ourfelves and ^^^%eli- 
“ gion from utter ruin and deftrudlion, acedi^ii^ to 
“ the commendable pradlice of thefe kingdoms in for- 
“ mer times, and the example? of God’s people in other 
“ nations, rfter mature deliberation, refolved and deter- 

mined 
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mined to enter into a mutual and folemn Le^e and 
“ Covenant, wherein we all fubfcribe, and each one of 
“ us for himfelf, with our hands lifted up to the moft 
“ high God, do fwcar, 

I. “That we fhall fincerely, really, and conftantly, 

“ through ihe grace of God, endeavour, in our feveral 
“ places ant callings, the prcfervation of the reformed 
“ religion in the church of Scotland, in dodrine, wor- 
“ Ihip, difciplinc, and government, againft our com- 
mon enemies; the reformation of religion in the king- 
“ doms of England and Ireland, in dodrine, worfhip, 

“ difcipline, and government, according to the word of 
“ God, and the example of the beft reformed churches; 

“ and we lhall endeavour to bring the churches of 
“ God in the three kingdoms, to the neareft conjunc-r 
“ tion and uniformity in religion, confeffion of faith, 

“ form of church-government, diredory for worlhip, 

“ and catechifing; that we^ and our pofterity after us, 

“ may, as brethren, live in faith and love, and the Lord 
“ may delight to dwell in the midft of us. 

a. “ That we lhall, in like manner, without refpeft 
“ of perCons, endeavour the extirpatjon of popery, pre- 
“ lacy, (that is, church-government by Archbilhops, 

“ Billiops, their Chancellors and Commiflaries, Deans, 

“ Deans and Chapters, Archdeacons, and all other ec- 
“ clefiaftical officers depending on that hierarchy), fu- 
“ perftition, herefy, fchifm, profanenefs, and whatfoever 
“ lhall be foipid to be contrary to found dodrine, and 
the power pf godlinefs, left we partake in other men's 
“ fins, and thereby be in danger to receive of their 
“ plagues; and that the Lord may be one, and his 
“ name one in the three kingdoms. 

3. ‘f We lhall, witli the fame fincerity, reality, apd 
“ conftancy, in our feveral vocations, endeavour, with 
VOL. II. I’. I. o D “ our 
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“ our eftates and lives, mutually to prcferve the rights 
“ and privileges of the Parliaments, and the liberties of 
“ the kingdoms, and to preferve and defend the King’s 
“ Majefty’s perfon and authority, in the prefervation 
“ and defence of the true religion, and liberties of the 
“ kingdoms; that the world may bear witiicfs, with our 
“ confcienccs, of our loyalty; and that we have no 
“ thoughts or intentions to diminifli his fvlajefty’s juft 
“ power and greatnefs. 

4. “We fhall alfo, with all faithfulnefs, endeavour 
“ the difcovery of all fuch as have been, or fliall be, 
“ incendiaries, malignants, or evil inftrumcnts, by hin- 
“ dering the reformation of religion, dividing the King 
“ from his people, or one of the kingdoms from an- 
“ other, or making any fadlions or parties among the 
“ people, contrary to this League and Covenant; that 
“ they may be brought to public trial, and receive con- 
“ dign punifhment, as the degree of their offences ffiall 
“ require or deferve, or the fupreme judicatories of both 
“ kingdoms refpeeftively, or others having power from 
“ them for that effeft, fhall judge convenient. 

5. “And whereas the happinefs of a blefTed peace 
“ between thefe kingdoms, denied in former times to 
“ our progenitors, is by the good providence of God 
“ granted unto us, and hath been lately concluded and 
“ fettled by both Pai'liaments, we fhall, each one of us, 
“ according to our places and intcreft, endeavour, that 
“ they may remain conjoined in a firm p^ace and union 
“ to dl pofterity, and that juftice may be done upon 
“ the wilful oppofers thereof, in manner exprefled in the 
“ precedent articles. 

6. “We fhall alfo, according to our places and call- 
“ ings, in this common caufe of religion, liberty, and 
“ peace of the kingdoms, afflft and defend all thofe 

“ that 
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tluit enter into this League and Covenant, in the 
“ maintaining and purfuing thereof; and lhall not fuf- 
“.fer ourielves, dlredtly or indireftly, by whatfocvcr 
“ combination, perfuafion, or terror, to be divided, and 
“ withdrawn from this blelled union and conjunftion, 
“ whether to make defedfion to the contrary part, or to 
“ give ourfelves to a detcftable indifference or neu - 
“ trality in this caufe, which fo much concerneth tlie 
“ glory of God, the good of the kingdoms, and the 
“ honour of the King; but fliall, all the days of our 
“ lives, zealoufly and conftantly continue therein, againft 
“ all oppofition, and promote the fame according to 
“ our power, againft all lets and impediments whatfo- 
“ ever. And what v/e are not able ourfelves to .fup- 
prefs or overcome, we lhall reveal and make known, 
“ that it may be timely prevented or removed; all 
“ which we fhall do as in the fight of God. 

“ And becaufe thefe kingdoms are guilty of many 
“ fins, and provocations againft God, and his Son Jefus 
“ Chrift, as is too manifeft by our prefent diftrelfes 
“ and dangers, the fruits thereof; we profefs and de- 
dare, before God and the worlej, our unfeigned de- 
“ fire to be humbled for our own fins, and for the fins 
“ of thefe kingdoms; efpecially, that we have not, as 
“ we ought, valued the ineftimable benefit of the Gof. 

pel, that we have not laboured for the purity and 
“ power thereof; and that we have not endeavoured to 
receive Ckrift in our hearts, nor to walk worthy of 
him in f/ur lives, which are the caufes of other fins 
" and tranfgreflions fo much abounding amongft us: 

“ and our ttiae and unfeigned purpofe, defire, and en- 
deavour for ourfelves, and all others under our po\\cr 
and charge, both in public and in private, in all du 
‘ ties we owe to God and man, to amend our lives., 
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“ and each one to go before another in the example of 
“ a real reformation; that the Lord may turn away his 
“ wrath and heavy indignation, and eftablifti thefe 
“ churches and kingdoms in truth and peace. And 
“ this Covenant we make in the prefence of Almighty 
“ God, the fearcher of all hearts, with a true intention 
“ to perform the fame, as we lhall anfwer at'^^that great 
day, when the fecrets of all hearts lhall be difclofcd; 
“ moft humbly befeeching the Lord to ftrengthen us 
“ by his holy Spirit, for this end ; and to blcfs our de- 
“ fires and proceedings with fuch fuccefs, as may be a 
“ deliverance and fafety to his people, and encoun^e- 
“ ment to other Chriftian churches, groaning under, 
“■ or in danger of, the yoke of Antichriftian tyranny, to 
“ Join in the fame, or like affociation and covenant, to 
“ tl’.e glory of God, the enlargement of the kingdom 
“ of Jefus Chrifi, and the peace and tranquillity ol' 
“ Chriftian kingdoms and commonwealths.” 

As foon as this folemnity was over, which was con¬ 
cluded by Mr. Hehderfon, (the foie ccclefiaftical com- 
miflioner from the kingdom of Scotland), who magni¬ 
fied what they had done, and allured them “ of great 
“ fuccefs after it, by the experience of that nation, 
“ who, from their union in their firft Covenant, found 
“ nothing hard they propofed to themfclvesand told 
them, ‘'that were that Covenant now painted upon 
“ the wall within the Pope’s palace, it would doubtlefs 
“ put him into Bellhar.zar’s quaking conditionthe 
Speaker and Commons (having firft fet their hands to 
the Covenant, after they had taken it) returned to their 
Houfe; and obferving that many of tlieir members 
were that day abfent, the caufe whereof was eafy to be 
guefled, they ordered, “ that, as foon as they came 
“ into the Houfe, the Covenant Ihould be tendered to 

“ them; 
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“ them ; and whofoever refufed to take if, Rioukl be 
“ proceeded againft, as a difafFec^ed perfon, in fuch 
“ manner as the Houfe fliould think fit.” 

They farther made a fpecial order, “*that all the min-Thr Co^r. 
“ ifters of parifh-churches within London and Weft- i,r 
minfter, the fuburbs, and the whole line of commit- 
“ nicatioi, Ihould read and explain the Coi enant to 
“ their fiheral congregations, and ftir them up, the 
next faft day, to the cheerful taking of itand par¬ 
ticular care was taken, that all the ftudents of the 
Inns of Court Ihould be perfuaded to receive it. But, 
over and above thefe general diredfions, there was a 
particular ceremony and application to recommend this 
Covenant to the city and corporation of London, and 
another ufe to be made of it. The Covenant was not 
only to bring, but to keep men together, and the taking 
it had only inclined the Scots to march to their afiift- 
ance; they were to have one hundred thoufand pounds 
advanced to them, and paid at Edinburgh, before they 
could ftir; and how to advance this great fum, was not 
cafy to rcfolve. All their ordinances for levying of 
money were expired; their iliues and dilburfemcnts fo 
vaft, that no income W'as fufficient; their exchequer 
was exhaufted, and even their public faith bankrujjt: , 

fuch anticipations upon all kind of receipts, for monies 
borrowed and already fpent, that they had no capital 
for future fecurity. 

The judi^rature of the Houfe of Peers (though their 
number was but ten, for there was no more at the fen- 
tence of Juftice Berkley) had helped them all they 
could. Juftice Berkley, who had been committed by 
them to the Tower, ftiortly after the beginning of tlie 
Parliament, upon a charge of high trealbn, and fince ’ 
tlie beginning of the war, permitted to fit as foie Judge 

003 in 
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in the King’s Bench one whole term, was now brought 
to judgment; and by their Lordfhips fined the fum of 
twenty thoufand pounds, and made incapable, of any 
place of judicature; and upon abatement of half, and 
his liberty, he paid the other ten thoufand pounds 
together, to thole perfons they appointed to receive it; 
which, fince all lines are due to the King ^one, and 
cannot be difpofed but by him, many thought a greater 
crime than that for which he was fentcnced. Baron 
Trevor, who was fined for the fame offence, and fuffered 
ftill to continue the fame office, in which he had com¬ 
mitted his mifdemeanor, yielded them as much more. 
But thefe petty fums were difpofed before they were 
received, and were but fmall drops to quench the great 
drought they fuftained; fo that the reputation and 
fecurity of this Covenant was, amongft other ufes, to 
bring in money too. 

To that purpofe, a committee of Lords and Commons, 
with fome of their Divines of the Afl’cmbly, was fent to 
the Guildhall, where the Mayor had called, a Common 
Council for their reception, to recommend to them 
“ the wonderful advantage and ftrength their party 
“ ffiould gain by taking, and being united in,, this 
“ Covenant; and the defperate condition they were like to 
“be in without it: if the Scots came not to their 
“ affiftance, w'hich, without this obligation, they could 
“ not do, they were in danger to be overwhelmed by the 
“ enemy; or at leaft to make a difadvantageous and 
“ diffionourable peace with them ; which yet ffiey could 
“ not tell how it would be, obferved and kept. On the 
“ other hand, by this famous acceffion of ftrength of a 
“ whole nation, they ffiould luidoubtedly be able to 
“ mafter the war, and to make thofe who had been the 
“ caufers of it, defray the charge; and fo all the public 

“ debts 
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“ debts being,difcharged out of the eftates of Delinquents 
^and Malignants, tlie kingdom would not be at all im- 
“^veriflied, and the peace, which fhould hereafter be 
“ made with the King, would be lure to be inviolably 
“ obferv'ed by the ftrength of this union; and therefore 
“ that it could not be purchafed at too dear a rate. 

“ It was.’^they fiid, “ neither covctou'hefs, nor want 
“ of afFeftion and zeal to their relief, that the Scots, 
“ who took their caufe to heart as their own, defired an 
“ advance of money before they drew their army into 
“ England, but pure neceffity, and the poverty of that 
“ kingdom, already exhaufted by their late expeditions, 
“ and keeping their foldiers together for the good of this. 
“ And if there had been money enough in that country 
“ to have been procured upon the public ftock and 
“ revenue, or the mortgage of private eftates, to which 
“ all men were forward for the public good, their love to 
“ their brethren here was fuch, that they v/ould neither 
“ have alked nor received money for their aftiftance, 
“ after it had proved efFedfual; much lefs, before the 
“ yielding it. For evidence of which frank and brotherly 
“ inclination, they freely offered the engj^ement of their 
“own eftates, for the repayment of the money that 
“ Ihould be advanced which was the firft time that 
ever land in Scotland had been offered for fecurity of 
money, borrowed in the city of London. In the end, 
they very devoutly extolled the Covenant, magnified the 
Scottilh nationf with all imaginable attributes of efteem 
and reverence^ “ a nation, that had engaged itfelf to God 
“ in a higher way, in a more extraordinary way, than 
“ any nation this day upon the face of the earth had 
“ done; a nation, that had reformed their lives for fo 
“ fmall a time, more than ever any people, that they 
“ knew of, in the world had done ; a nation, tliat God 
004 “ had 
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“ had honoured by giving as glorious fucccfs unto, as 
“ ever he did unto any and very earneftly defired the 
loan of a hundred thoufand pounds. The rhetoric p.nd 
the zeal prevailed; a hundred thouland pounds was 
promifed, and Ihortly provided, and fent to Edinburgh; 
and the allurance of the Scots coming fo full, that they 
were looked upon as mafters of Newcaftle alifeady. With 
fuch an alacrity all thefe things were tranfacl:ed. 

That violent party in the Parliament, which never in¬ 
tended any peace with the King, and had more defpei'ate 
mutations in their purpofes, than they avowed, even 
amongft thofe who concurred with them in all they de- 
lired, did not think thcmfclves fecuse in the afFedlion of 
the people, nor in thofe who had the greateft truft in 
their affairs. They had feen the great changes in the 
Houfes, in the city, and in the country, upon their late 
ill fuccefles, the defeat of Waller, and the lofs of Briftol: 
and though the Earl of ElTex ftill adhered to them, yet 
they faw he was not pleafed, nor favoured one of thofe 
men upon whom they moft depended) but, on the 
contrar}', all who were countenanced by him, or in his 
confidence, were men of fuch principles as they liked 
not, or who defired no other alterations in the court or 
government, but only of the perfons who adled in it: 
therefore they had taken an opportunity, in the greateft 
dejedlion of fpirit, and when they looked upon them- 
felves as near fwallowed up by the King’s power, to 
move, “ tliat they might fend into Scotland to their 
“ brethren there, to join with them, and to affift them 
“ witlt an army, thht they might, by fuch a conjunc- 
“ tion, have a fupport, to make them fo confideraUe, 
“ as to be treated with, and to receive conditions which 
« might preferve them from min:” which propofition, 
being for fo common an intereft and benefit, had re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived a general concurrence; and fo that committee of 
both Houfes had been fent into Scotland, to put them 
ih^ind “ of their joint concernment, and }#w impoffi- 
“ ble it would be for the Scots long to enjoy the great 
“ conceffions they had obtained from the King, when 
“ the Parliament of England, by whofe friendfhip, 
“ power, and authority they had obtained them, fhould 
“ be oppreffcd, and forced to yield to fuch conditions 
“ for their particular prefervations, as the King would 
“■ think fit to give them.” But they were not a little 
ftartled, when they found this raeflage had obliged 
them to a prefent expence of a hundred thoufand 
pounds, before there was any vifible relief given them; 
and faw themfelves involved in new obligations of guilt, 
and to purpofes they really never intended. 

There hath been fcarce any thing more wonderful 
throughout the progrefs of thefe diflraftions, than that 
this Covenant did with fuch extraordinary expedition 
pafs the two Houfes, when all the leading perfons in 
thofe councils were at the fame time known to be as 
great enemies to Prefbytery, (the eftablifliment whereof 
was the main end of this Covenant^, as they were to the 
King or the Church. And he who contributed moft to 
it, and, in truth, was the principal contriver of it, and 
the man by whom the committee in Scotland was en¬ 
tirely and ftupidly governed. Sir Harry Vane the younger, 
was not afterwards more known to abhor the Covenant, 
and the Presbyterians, than he was at that very time 
known to do, and laughed at them then, as much as 
ever he did afterwards. 

He was indeed a man of extraordinary parts, a^ileafant 
wit, a great underftanding, which pierced into and 
difeeraed the purpofes of other men with wonderful 
fagacity, whilft he had himfelf vulfum claufum, that no 

man 
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man coul'd make a guefs of what he intended. He was 
of a temper not to be moved^ and of rare diffimulation,, 
and could dimply when it was not feafonable to contradij^ 
without lofing ground by the condefeenfion ; and if he 
were not fuperior to Mr. Hambden, he was inferior to 
no other man, in all myfterious artifices. There need 
no more be faid of his ability, than that he Mas chofen 
to cozen and deceive a whole nation, which hras thought 
to excel in craft and cunning : which he did with notable 
pregnancy and dexterity, and prevailed with a people, 
that could not otherwife be prevailed upon than by 
advancing their idol Prefbyterj^ to facrifice their peace, 
their intereft, and their faith, to the eredling a power and 
authority that refolved to perfecute Prefbytery to an 
extirpation ; and, in procefs of time, very near brought 
their purpofe to pafs. 

The nation of Scotland, in general, had been fo fully 
fatisfied in all that they could pretend to defire, that they 
were very w'ell difpofed to be fpedfators of what was 
done in England, without engaging themfelves in the 
quarrel; and though there were fome powerful men 
amongfl: them, whofe guilt would not fuIFer them to 
believe that they could be otherwife fecure, than by the 
King’s want of power to call them to juftice, yet their 
number was not thought fo great, as to be able to corrupt 
the people into a barefaced adl of rebellion: nor had 
they any fuch face of authority, as to invite them to it. 
Without a Parliament, they could not ppopofe it; the 
King had abfolutcly refufed to call a Parliament, and it 
was yet above a year to come, before a Parliament could 
be alT^bled w'ithout the King’s confent; and in that 
time, the King might have the better of his enemies. 
However, the commiffioners of the Parliament had not 
been long at Edmburgh, before they prevailed with the 

Council 
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Council to call a Parliament; which Duke Haifiilton, 
ai^ others, who pretended great devotion to the King, 
ana^^ere of the Council, had promifed the King to op- 
pofe, and faid, “ they were powerful enough to prevent 
“ it.” When it came to the point, Duke Hamilton, 
being, one way or other, perfuaded himfelf, perfuaded 
others, “ that the abfolute refufal to fulFer a Parliament 
“ to be called, would not quiet the debate, nor fecure the 
“ King, but more inflame thofe who dcfired it; who 
“ would take fome other time, when many of them who 
“ oppofed it Ihould be abfent, to propofe it; and fo 
“ would carry it: and that therefore they were better be 
“ abfent at firft, whereby the others might, without op- 
“ pofition, fend out their fummons for a Parliament to 
“ aflTemble, at the day they thought fit; and that, as 
“ they who would fen^e the King would not be there, fo 
“ they Ihould prevail with as many others as they could, 

“ not to be there likewife; whereby the number which 
“ appeared would be fo inconflderable, that they would 
“ not dare to fit, but.perfedlly difperfe; and this difap- 
“ pointment would for ever quafl^ that defign, and ren- 
“ der thofe who adviled it odious to the people; as men 
“ who defired illegally to engage the nation in unjuflifi- 
“ able ways, to difturb the public peace.” 

A fummons was accordingly fent out to call a Parlia- a Parlia¬ 
ment, to meet at a day appointed ; before which time, moncd'’b7 
thofe of the nobility and gentry, wh»-did really defire 
ferve the King,, applied themfelves to Duke Hamilton, 

(whofe advice and orders the King himfelf had required 
them to obffirve; unhappily ftill believing him to be 
faithful), to know what they fliould do: many of thd 
principal of them declaring their opinions to him, “ that 
“ they Ihould take an opportunity to meet together, and 
“ bring their friends with them, wliereby they might 

“ make 
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make a good body of horfe, and fo, with their arms 
“ in their hands, they would {Icclarc againft the legaJitv 
“ of that Parliament, and the meeting in itand n^.ied 
a lit opportunity to him for fuch a meeting at the fu¬ 
neral of a lady, which was to be within fotnc days, when, 
according to the cuftom of that people, great numbers 
of peifons of quality ufe to affemble, to do honour to 
the dead in the laii obfequies. He told them, “ he be- 
“ lieved it muft come fhortly to that remedy, but con- 
“ ceived it not yet time, and that fuch a meeting would 
“ frighten the people, and increafe the number in Par- 
“ liament, and make many refort to them for their di- 
“ redlions.” He likewife faid, “ he had changed his 
“ former opinion, concerning their own being abfent at 
“ that time of the meeting of the Parliament, fince their 
“ mere abfence would not be difcountenance enough, 
“ and that they who fat, would carry the reputation of 
“ a Parliament, and the people would be guided by them, 
“ if there were nothing but their abfence to work upon 
“ their inclinations and afFedfions.” 

He propofed therefpre to them, “ that they would all 
“ refolve to be prefent, and take their places; and that, 
“ when the Houfe Ihould be fat, and any man Ihould 
“ ftand up to propofe the taking any bulinefs into con- 
“ lideration, he (the Duke) would firft make his pro- 
“ teftation againft proceeding in fo illegal a conven- 
“ tion, and then thay fhould all make the fame protefta- 
“ tion ; and he did hope, that the nunjber of the pro- 
“ tefters would be great enough to diflblve the meeting} 
“ and thus they Ihould put the beft end to the matter 
“ that could be defired; but if it Ihould fucceed other- 
wife, then would be the time to withdraw and put 
“ themfelves in arms; towards which he would make 
the beft preparation he could; and deftred them to 
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“ do the like.” The Earl of Kinoul, and fome others, 
ft'nde exception againft this expedient, and preflTed the 
fori^lcr meeting at the funeral, till the Duke told them, 
“ the King liked the other way betterand pulled a 
letter out of his pocket, which he had received from his 
Majefty, and read them fo much of it, as contained his 
approbation, “ that they Ihould meet in the Parliament;” 
in which determination they could not but acquiefee, 
though they thought at the fame time, that his Majefty 
was betrayed. 

The Parliament met at the day; and Duke Hamilton, 
according to his promife, took an opportunity to fay 
fomewhat that feemed to imply a protelfation againft 
the meeting; upon which, many of the Lords, who had 
been always moft engaged againft the King, were very 
warm; and demanded, “ that he ftiould declare himfelf 
“ clearly, whether he did proteft againft the Parliament;” 
whereupon his brother the Earl of Lanrick, who was 
Secretary of State to the King, ftood up, and faid, “ that 
“ he hoped that noble Lord’s affeeftion to his country 
was better known, than that any man could imagine 
“ he would proteft againft the Parliament of the king- 
dom;” and then the Duke explained, and excufed 
himfelf; and faid, “ he meant no fuch thingand fo 
they declared, “ that they would treat with the com- 
“ miffioners, who were fent -fkaji _£he Parliament of 
England;” and appointed commiffioners for that pur- 
pofe. 

Some ait qf opinion, that, even at this time, they did 
not intend to engage in the war againft the King; but 
that, as a few men cozened the Parliament at Weftmin- 
fter, by perfuading tltem, “ that they, defired only a fafe 
“ peace,” till, by multiplication of indignities, they made 
it impoflible to make a peace that would appear fafe; 

fo 
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lb there was as fmall a number in Scotland, that over¬ 
reached the Parliament there, by perfuading, “ that tljoy 
“ never intended to do any thing againft the King^hut 
“ that it would be too ingrateful a thing, and render 
“ them very odious to the whole Englilh nation, if, after 
“ they had received fo many obligations from the Par- 
“ liament there, to whofe protedlion tliey owed their re- 
“ ligion, and all that they enjoyed, they Ihould refufe fo 
“ much as to treat with them, and to aflift them, by 
“ their interpolition, to procure a good peace for them 
“ with the King; which would be a great honour to 
“ them; and would be as great an obligation to his 
“ Majefty, as to the Parliament.” That this was all that 
was in their thoughts; and that they would avoid any 
engagement in a war, not by rejedling the propolition, 
but by making fuch demands, as they knew well would 
never be accepted by the Parliament at Weftminfter. 
Thereupon they told the commiflioners from that Par¬ 
liament, “ that it would be impoffible to engage their 
“ nation in a joint concurrence with them, againft the 
“ King, but by the influence and authority of their 

Kirk ; and that it would be as impoffible to procure 
“ the confent of their Kirk, except by making it evident 
“ to them, that the government of the Church in 
“ England fhould be reduced to the fame model with 
“ theirs in Scotland; ar*H that epifcopacy Ihould be to- 
“ tally extirpated ;'’and that Deans and Chapters fhould 
“ be utterly aboliffied; without which,’\hey faid, “ they 
“ could never think their own government fecurely 
■“ eftabliffied ; but if fuch a promife might be fplemnly 
“ made, their Kirk would be throughly engaged, and 
“ the nation, to a man, would enter into the quarrel.” 

Sir Harry Vane was not furprifed with the propolition, 
which he had long forefeen, and came refolved to pay 

their 
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their ovra price for their friendfhip. Thereupon, as hath 
been already fsud, the Covenant was prepared^ and other 
p>Qpolitions made for the prefent furnifhing a great fum 
of money, to enable them to begin their levies; and 
many other extravagant conditions propoled on the 
Scots’ part, for the payment of the army, and other 
vaft expences, that they did not believe the commif* 
lioners would yield, or that the Parliament would per¬ 
form, if they were yielded unto. Nothing of money, 
or honour, made any delay; and they came provided 
with fome letters of credit, that as little time might be 
loft as was poffible, in making all neceflary preparations. 

The Covenant was the matter of difficulty; they know¬ 
ing well, that many of their greateft friends, both in the 
Parliament and the army, had not any mind to change 
the government of the Church; to which the people of 
England were not generally difaffedted. 

Sir Harry Vane therefore (who equally hated epifeo- 
pacy and prelbytery, fave that he wiflied the one abolifti- 
ed with much impatience, believing it much ealier to 
keep Ae other from being eftabliffied, whatever they 
promiled, than to be rid of that which was fettled in the 
kingdom) carefully confidered the Covenant, and after 
he had altered and changed many expreffions in it, and 
made them doubtful enough to bear many interpreta¬ 
tions, he, and his fellow commiffioners, figned the whole 
treaty; whereby it was provided) * “^’liat the CovenantThe rub. 
ff..ffiould be taken throughout all his Majefty’s domi-fh^raty 
“ nions; that a committee of the Scots ffiould always 
“ _fi( with the clofe committee atWeftminfter for 
“carrying on of the war with equal authority; thatii>cScots. 
“ there ffiould be no treaty of peace with the King, 

“ without the joint confent of the Parliaments of both 
“ kingdomsand many other particulars, very deroga¬ 
tory 
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tory to the honour of the Englifh nation; and with 
all poffible expedition fent it to the dofe committee at^ 
Weftminfter; in the time of their confteraation, ^d 
before the relief of Gloucefter; which tranfmitted it 
prefently back to them, allowed and confirmed. 

And tliereupon the Parliament at Edinburgh refolved 
to raife a great array, and to invade England ; and their 
old General Lefley, who had fo folemnly promifcd the 
The Scots King, not only “ never to bear arms againft him, but to 
my under “ fervc him, let the caulc be what it would,” without 
any hclitation undertook the command of it. All this 
time, Duke Hamilton looked on, and fometimes fate 
with them; and when the firft proclamation was pre¬ 
pared, in the King’s name, for a general rendezvous of 
all men, from fuch an age to fuch an age, at fuch a 
time and place, that fo their army might be prefendy 
formed, the Earl of Lanrick put the King’s lignet, with 
the keeping whereof he was trufted, to the faid procla¬ 
mation : and all this being done, both the brothers left 
Scodand, to give the King an account at Oxford of all 
the proceedings: many of the nobility of that kiipd om, 
who did heartily wifh well to the King, being gone 
from thence, after the firfl: day’s meeting of their Parlia¬ 
ment, (when the Duke had broken his promife to them), 
and informed his Majefty at large of that which they 
thought foul infidelity. ,. 

Diviffons difcompoIliTes', jealoufies, and difgufts, which 

reigned at Oxford, produced great inccaveniences; and 
Oiford. as, many times, men in a feuffle lofe their weapons, and 
light upon thofe which belonged to their adveriaries, 
who s^ain arm themfclves with tliofe which belonged 
to the others, fuch, one would have thought, had been 
the fortune of the King’s army in the encounters with 
the enemy’s: for thofe under the King’s commanders 
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grew infenfihly into all the licenfe, cliforcler, and Impiety, 
■^witli which they had reproached the rebels; and they, 
ini'll great difeipline, diligence, and fobriety; which be¬ 
got courage and refolution in them, and notable dexterity 
in achievements and enterpril'es. Infomuch as one fide 
feemed to fight for monarchy, with the weapons of con- 
fufion, and the other to defiroy the King and govern¬ 
ment, with all the principles and regularity of mon¬ 
archy. 

In the beginning of the troubles, the King had very 
prudently refolved with himfelf, to confer no honours, 
or befiow any ofiices or preferments, upon any, till the 
end and conclufion of the fervice ; and if that refolution 
had continued, he w'ould ha\e found much cal'e by it, 
and his fervice great advantage. The ncceflity and 
exigents of the war, fhortly after, made Ionic breach 
into this feafonable refolution, and, for ready money to 
carry on the war, his Majefi-y was compelled, againft his 
nature, to difpenfe fome favours, which he would not 
willingly have fuffered to be purchafed, but by virtue 
and high merit. Then all men thought money and 
money-worth to be all one ; and that ,whofoe\er, by his 
I'ervicc, had deferved a reward of monc}', had deferved 
any thing that might be had for money. And wlien it 
was apparent, that the war was like to pro\e a bufinefs 
of time, it was thought unrc^ii-Conablc, that the King 
fiiould not confer rewards on fome, wTiich he was able 
to do, becaiife heT&uld not do it on all, which was cori- 
fefledly out of his power. And fo, by importunity, and 
upon the title of old promifes, and fome conveniences 
of his fervice, he befiowed honours upon fome principal 
officers of his army, and offices upon others; to which, 
though, in the particulars, no juft exceptions could be 
taken, yet many were angry to lee fome preferred; and 
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not fo much extolling their own merit and fervice, as 
making it equal to thole whom they faw advanc^ 
every man thought himfelf neglcdlcd and flighte^lOn 
that another was better elleemcd. 

And this ])oifon of envy wrought upon many natures, 
which had Ikill enough not to confefs it; the foldiers, 
albeit they were emulous amongft themfelves, and very 
unfatisfied with one another, (there being unhappy ani- 
molities amongft the principal officers), yet they were 
too well united, and reconciled againft any other body 
of men; and thinking the King’s crown depended wholly 
on the fortune of their fwords, believed no other perfons 
to be conliderable, and no councils fit to be confulted 
with, but the martial; and thence proceeded a fatal dil- 
refpe(ft and irreverence to the council of ftate, to which, 
by the wholefome conftitution of the kingdom, the 
militia, garrifons, and all martial power is purely and 
naturally fubordinate; and by the authority and pru¬ 
dence whereof, provifion could be only reafonably ex- 
pefted, for the countenance and fupport of the army. 

The General and Prince Rupert were both fixangeri 
to the government and cuftom of the kingdom, and ut¬ 
terly unacquainted with the nobility, and the King’s 
minifters, or with their rights: and the Prince’s heart 
was fo wholly fet upon adlions of war, that he not only 
negledled, but too niorh contemned, the peaceable and 
civil arts, whicliw'ere moft neceflary even to the cany''- 
ing on of the other. And certainly,-*foraewhat like that 
which Plutarch fays of the Roman auguries, “ that 
“ Oftavius loft his life by trufting to them, and that 
“ Marius profpered the better, becaufe he did not alto- 
“ gether defpife them,” may be faid of popularity: 
though he that too immoderately and importunately 
afteds it (which was tire cafe of the Earl of Effex) will 

’ hardly 
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hardly continue innocent; yet he who too y^fFeAedly 
defpifes or negledls what is faid of him, or what is 
generally thought of perfons or things, and too ftoically 
contemns the affeftions of men, even of vulgar, (be his 
other abilities and virtues as great as can be imagined), 
will, in fomc conjumilure of time, find himfelf very un¬ 
fortunate. And it may be, a better reafon cannot be 
afligned for the misfortunes that hopeful young Prince 
(who had great parts of mind, as well as vigour of body, 
and an incomparable perfonal courage) underwent, and 
the kingdom thereby, than that unpolilhed rough nefs of 
his nature; which rendered him lefs patient to hear, and 
confequently lefs Ikilful to judge of thofe things, which 
ihould have guided him in the difeharge of his impor¬ 
tant truft: and making an unfkilful judgment of the 
unufefulnefs of the councils, by his obfervation of the 
infirmities and weaknefs of fome particular counfellors, 
he grew to a full difefteem of the afts of that board ; 
which muft ever be rcfpcdled, as long as the regal power 
is exerciled in England. 

I cannot but, on this occafion, continue this digrefiion 
thus much farther, to obferve, that tltpy who avoid pub¬ 
lic debates in council, or think them of no moment, 
upon undervaluing the perfons of fome counfellors, and 
from the particular infirmities of the men, the hcavinels 
of this man, the levity of another, the weaknefs and fim- 
plicity of a third, conclude, that the affvice and opinions 
of many are noM?quifite to any great defign, are ex¬ 
ceedingly deceived ; and will pernicioufly deceive others 
.who are milled by thofe conclufions. For it is in wif- 
dom, as it is in beauty, a face that, being taken in pieces, 
affords fcarce one exaft feature, an eye, or a nofe, or a 
tooth, or a brow, or a mouth, againft which a vifible 
juft exception may not be taken, yet altogetlier, by a 
I' p a grace- 
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gracefuln(i,fs and vivacity in the whole, may conftitute an 
excellent beauty, and be more charming than another, 
whofe fymmetry is more faultlefs; fo there are many 
men, who in one partietdar argument may be unfkilful, 
in another afFec 9 :ed, who may leem to have fome levity, 
and vanity, or formality, in ordinary and curfory conver- 
fition, (a very crooked rule to meafure any man’s abili¬ 
ties, as giving a better meafure of the humour, than of 
the underftanding), and yet in formed counfels, delibera¬ 
tions, and tranfaeftions, are men of great inlight, and 
wifdom, and from whom excellent alhftance may be 
contributed. 

No queftion, all great enterprifes and defigns, that are 
to be executed, have many parts, even in the projcAion, 
fit for the furvey and difquifition of feveral faculties and 
abilities, equally for the decifion of lharper and more 
phlegmatic underftandings. And we often hear, in de¬ 
bates of great moment, animadverfions of more weight 
and confequcnce, from thofe whofe ordinary converfation 
may not be fo delightful, than from men of more fub- 
lime parts. Certainly Solomon well underftood himfelf, 
W'hen he faid. In jhe muUihule of counjellors there is 
Safety. And though it be confefled, that realbn would 
be better difeovered, and ftated, and right conclufions 
eafier made by a few, than by a greater number, yet 
when the execution dej^nds on many, and the general 
interpretation fo Mfch depends on the fuccefs, and the 
fuccefs on the interpretation, we fee tT»fc counfels ufu- 
ally moft ] 3 ffofperous, whereof the confiderations and de¬ 
liberations have been meafured by that ftandard' which. 
is moft publicly acknowledged and received. • He has 
had but fiiiall experience in the managing affairs, who is 
not able experimentally to name to himfelf fome very 
good and ufeful conclufions, which have tlierefore only 

mif- 
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inifcarried, becaufe they were not communicatyi to thofc, 
wlio thought they had realbn to believe themfelves com¬ 
petent parties to the fecret. Tlicre was fcldom ever yet 
that public-heartednefs funk into the brcahs of men, as 
to be long willing to be left out in thofe tranfac 9 -ions, to 
the pri^'acy whereof they had a right. 7\nd therefore 
men have been often willing enough, any finglc advice 
fhoukl mifcarry, of whatfoever general concernment, 
rather than contribute to the fame of fome one man, who 
has thought their approbation not worth the ])n)\ iding 
for. And though the advantage of fccrefy and difpatch 
feems to favour a fmall number of counfellors, yet (ex¬ 
cept in fome few cafes, which in their own nature arc to 
be both confulted, and a^ted together, and the full exe¬ 
cution whereof maybe by a few) I am not hire that the 
inconveniency will be greater by the necclfary delays, 
occafioned by the number, or even by fuch a difeovery, 
as may be fuppol'ed to proceed from the le\'iry of any 
of them, than by wanting the approbation and concur¬ 
rence of thofc, who will una\'oidably know it loon 
enough to add to, or take from, the fuccefs, at lead the 
reputation, of any public bufincfs. .Much of the negli¬ 
gence and difre-fpeed towards the civil councils pro¬ 
ceeded from thefe unhappy caufes. lAr as all corpora¬ 
tions, tribes, and fraternities, fidfer mod by the malignity 
of fome of their own members; fo the jcaloul'y and in- 
difpofition of fome ccjjitTfellors contributed much to the 
difregard whiclrtcll upon the order; and in them, upon 
the King. 

Among ftiofe who were next the King’s trtid, and to 
whorfT he communicated the greated fecrets in his af¬ 
fairs, there were fome, who from pri\'atc, though very 
good, conditions oi' life, without fuch an application to 
court as ufuallv udicrcd in thofe promotions, tvere af- 

j> ]) 3 ceiiUed 
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cended td^that preferment; and were believed to have 
an equal intereft with any, in their Matter’s ettimation. 
Thefe were hire to find no more charity from the court, 
than from the army; and they having had lately fo 
many equals, it was thought no prefumption, freely to 
cenfurc all they did, or fpoke ; what cfFcft foever fuch 
freedom had upon the public policy and tranfadfions. 
It were to be wifhed, that pcrfons of the greateft birth, 
honour, and fortune, would take that care of thcmfelves 
by education, induttry, literature, and a lore of virtue, 
to furpafs all other men in knowledge, and all other qua¬ 
lifications, necettary for great adlions, as far as they do 
in quality and titles, that jtrinccs, out of them, might 
always choofe men fit for all employments, and high 
trutts; wltich w'oidd exceedingly advance their fervice ; 
when the reputation and refpedl of the perfon carries 
fomewhat with it, that facilitates the bufinefs. And it 
cannot cafily be expreffed, nor comprehended by any 
who have not felt the w'eight and burthen of the envy, 
which naturally attends upon thofe promotions, which 
feem to be per fullnm, how great ttraits and difficulties 
fuch minitters are forced to wrcttle with, and by which 
the charges, with which they are entrutted, mutt propor- 
tionably fuffer, let the integrity and wifdom of the men 
be what it can be fuppofed to be. Neither is the pa¬ 
tience and dexterity, to carry a man through thofe 
ttraits, eafily attained ; it being, yerj^ hard, in the morn¬ 
ing of preferment, to keep an even‘hamper of mind, 
between the care to preferve the dignity of the place 
committed to him, (without which he fhall expofe him- 
felf to a thoufand rude attempts, and dilhonoar the 
judgment that promoted him, by appearing too mean 
for fuch a truft), and between the caution, that his na¬ 
ture be not really exalted to an overweening pride and 
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folly, upon the privilege of his great place; ^lich will 
. cxpofe him to much more contempt than tl/e former; 
and therefore is, with a more exa<^ guard, to be avoided: 
the errors of gcntlencfs and ci\ ility being much more 
cafily reformed, as well as endured, than the other of ar¬ 
rogance and oftentation. 

The beft pro\'ifion that fuch men can make for their 
voyage, befides a lading dock of innocent'}', and a lirm 
confidence in God Almighty, that he will never differ 
that innocency to be utterly oppreded, or notorioully 
defamed, is, an expedlation of thofe guds and dorms of 
rumour, detratdion, and envy; and a refolution not to 
be over fendble of all calumnies, unkindnefs, or injuf- 
tice; but to believe, that, by being jireferred bei'ore 
other men, they have an obligation upon them, to dider 
more than other men would do; and that the lied way 
to convince fcandals, and mifreports, is, by ncglefiing 
them, to appear not to have deferved them. There is 
not a more troublefome padlon, or that often draws 
more inconveniences with it, than that which proceeds 
from the indignation of being unjudly calumniated, and 
from the jiride of an upright confcience; when men 
cannot endure to be fpoken ill of, if they have nor de¬ 
ferved it; in which didemper, though they diould free 
themfehes from the errors, or infirmities, wdtli which 
they w'cre traduced, they commonly difeover others, of 
which they had never^^if fufpeeded. In a word, let 
no honed man, r]»W^nce entered into the lid, think 
he can by any ikill, or comportment, jirevcnt thefe con- 
ditds and i»daults; or that he can, by any dubborn or 
impetuous humour, fupprefs and prevail over them: 
J)ut let him look upon it as purgatory he is unavoidably 
to pafs through, and depend upon Providence, and time, 
for a vindication; and by condantly performing all the 
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duties o£ his place with jufticc, integrity, and upright- 
nefs, givcMll men caufe to believe, he was w'orthy of the -' 
firft liour; which is a triumph very lawfully to be af¬ 
fected. 

As tilde diftempers, indifpofitions, and infirmities of 
particular men had a great influence upon the public af¬ 
fairs, and diflurbe.] and weakened the whole frame and 
fabric of the King’s defigns; ib no particular man was 
more difquieted by them, than the King himfelf; w'ho, 
in his perfon, as well as in his bufmefs, fuftered all the 
vexation of the rude, petulant, and difeontented hu¬ 
mours of court and army. His Majefty now paid in- 
tcrefl- for all the benefit and advantage he had received 
in the beginning of tire war, by his gentlenefs, and 
firinccly affability to all men, and by defeending fome- 
what from the forms of Majefty, which he had, in his 
former life, obferved with all punctuality. He vouch- 
iafecl then himfelf to receive any addreffes, and over¬ 
tures for his fervice, and to hold difeourfe with all men 
who brought devotion to him; and ho muft be now 
troubled with the complaint's, and murmurs, and hu¬ 
mours of all; and how frivolous and unreafonable foever 
the caufe was, his Majefty w'as put both to inform and 
temper their underftandings. No man would receive an 
anfwer but from himfelf, and expected a better from 
him, than he muft have been contented to have received 
from any body elfe. Every mp magnified the fervice 
he had done, and his ability and itticteft to do greater, 
and propofed honour and reward equal to both in his 
own fenfe. And if he received not an anfiyer to his 
mind, he grew fullen, complained, “ he was neglSi6:?d,” 
and refolved, or pretended fo, “ to quit the fervice^ 

and to travel into fome foreign kingdom.” He is de¬ 
ceived that believes the ordinary carriage and ftate of a 

King 
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King to be matters of indifFerency, and of JiO relation 
to his greatnefs. They are the outworks, which orcfcrvc 
Majefty itfelf from approaches and furprifal. \V^e find 
that tlie Queen of Slieba was amazed at the meat of So¬ 
lomon’s table, and the fitting of his fervants, and the at¬ 
tendance of his minificrs, and their apparel, and his cup¬ 
bearers, &c. as fo great inftances of Solomon’s wifdom, 
that there wcis m more fpirit in her. And no doubt, 
what Prince foever inconfideratcly departs from thole 
forms, and trappings, and ornaments of his dignity and 
preeminence, will hardly, at fome time, be able to pre- 
ferve the body itfelf of Majefty, from intrufion, inva- 
fion, and violation. 

And let no man think, that the King had now no 
hard talk to mafter thefe troubles, and that a Ihort and 
ftiarp blaft of royal feverity would cafily have difjicrfed 
thefe clouds. The difeafe was too violent and catching, 
and the contagion too univerfal, to be cured by that re¬ 
medy ; neither were the fymptoms, or effeifts, the fame 
in all conftitutions. It cannot be imagined, into liow 
many fcveral fliapcs men’s indifpofitions were put, and 
how many artifices were ufed to g^t honours, oftices, 
preferments, and the waywardnefs and perverfenefs, which 
attended tlie being dilappointed of their own hopes. 
One man had been named for fiich a place, that is, hira- 
felf and his friends had given it out, th.at he ftiould have 
it, when, it may be, he -.vas too modeft to pretend to it; 
and upon this vogue he had a title; and if it ftiould be 
conferred upon another, it would be a mark of the 
King’s di^’our to him ; and thereby he ftiould lofe the 
abilftyf^d credit, without which he could do no farther 
..irrvice. Another fuggefted, that his friends and com¬ 
panions in confort had all received fome obligation, and 
if he alone fhould lemain without fome teftimony of 

favour, 
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favour, it* would be a brand upon him of fome fignal 
unworthine'fe. No man was fo hard hearted to himfclf, 
as not to be able to give a reafon for any thing he dc- 
fired; and he commonly had bell fucccfs, who profe- 
cuted his own wifhes with moft boldnefs and importuni¬ 
ty; neither was there a better, or another reafon for 
fome men’s preferment, than that they had fet their 
hearts upon it, and would have it. And it was a great 
temptation to modeft natures, to find forward men had 
fo good fortune, that the want of fuccefs begun to be 
imputed to want of wit. 

I remember, about this time, a perfon of good quali¬ 
ty, and of a good name in action, came to me very pen- 
fi\'e, and told me, “ how confeientioufiy he had ferved 
“ the King, without any private defigns, or other 
“ thoughts, than the difeharge of his own duty, and 
“ rendering the performance of that duty acceptable to 
“ his Majefty; yet that, to his unfpeakable difeomfort, 
“ he found, he had been mifreprefented to the King, 
“ and that his Majefty had entertained a.finifter opinion 
“ of him, and defired me to learn what the ground of 
“ the prejudice was, and by my good teftimony to en- 
“ deavour to remove it.” I had a very good opinion of 
the perfon, and believed the King had fo, and therefore 
perfuaded him, that the jealoufy was groundlefs, and 
prefled to know, from w'hence he received thofe impref- 
fions; he excufed himfclf in '^lhe particular, and afl'ured 
me, ‘‘ that he had his advertil'emeirr from a fure hand, 
“ which was to be concealed, and not doubted; that, 
“ upon my enquiry, I w'ould find it truevfthough he 

could not imagine the caufe.” I promifed I 

“ would prefs the King very heartily in it, and if there 
“ were ^y thing that ftuck with him, I prefumed his 
“ Majefty would be fo gracious to let me know it;” and 

accord- 
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accordingly, having fliortly after an opportunity to wait 
on his Majefly, I told him the true narrative of what 
had paffed, with my obfervation of the general com¬ 
portment of that gentleman, and befought his Majefty, 
“ if any ill offices had been done him, or that any pre- 
judice towards him was lodged in his royal breaft, that 
“ he would gracioufly voueWafe to tell me what it was, 
“ and that he would allow him an accefs, to clear him- 
“ felf from any imputations.” The King very cheer¬ 
fully affured me, “ that he had not only a very good 
“ opinion of that gentleman, but that he was moft af- 
“ hired, he had no real fufpicion to the contraryand 
therefore bid me “ proceed to the other part of my bu- 
“ finefs.” I told him, “ I had no more, and that I was 
“ hire, I ffiould make a very happy man by fatisfying 
“ him of what I found.” Then faid the King, “ You 
“ are not throughly iiiftrudfed, for the other half of 
“ this buhnefs muft be a fuit.” I replied, “ if that 
“ were lo, I was yet more ignorant than I fufpefted 
“ myfelf.” The gentleman fhortly after came to me, in 
p^, as I thought, with the jealoufy of being in um¬ 
brage ; and when I gave him pregnjnt affiurance to the 
contrary, with the mention of fonie exprellions the King 
had ufed, which w'ere indeed verj^ gracious, he fecnied 
to receive it with fuch a countenance and gufto, that I 
verily believed he had had his heart’s elefire. But, the 
next morning, he came K ine again, and told me, “ that 
“ I had made hifti abundantly happy, and that he 
“ doubted not there was no juft ground for the other 
“ reports, Ijot only the malice of thofe whowifhed them 
“ ttue-ryet, that they had leflened his credit abroad, 
/J.evcn with his friends; and that he found there was no 
way to keep up his reputation and intereft in the 
“ world, whereby he might be able to do the King fer- 
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“ vice, (i^ich was all he looked after), but the receiving 
“ fome teftimony of the King’s good ojjinion, which 
“ would be a public evidence, that the other difcourles 
“ were falfe.” I was furprifed, and as much out of 
countenance, as he fhould have been ; and advifed him 
“ to patience, and to exjiedl; the King’s own time, and 
“ method, rather than to quicken him by any importu-r 
“ nity, which would give an ill rclilh to any obligation.” 
He would not underftand that philofophy, but fhortly 
after found fome other means to prefs the King very 
roundly for a place, upon the title of that good opinion 
he had declared to me to hold of him ; not without 
lijiuc implication, “ that, without fome fuch earneft of 
“ his Majelfy’s goodnefs, he fhould not be able to con- 
“ tinue in his fen icewhich probably was one of the 
modeReft addrefles, which were made to him at that 
time. And it cannot be denied, this way the King’s 
trouble was fo great, that he many times fuffered more 
vexation from the indifpofitlon and humours of his own 
people, than from the enemy, or the apprehenlion of 
their counfels: w-hich hath made me enlarge this digref- 
fion fo much ; conceiving it no lefs to be a part of hif- 
tory, and more ufeful to pofterity, to leave a chara^fer 
of the times, than of the perfons, or the narrative of the 
matters of fail, which cannot be fo well underftood, as 
by knowing the genius thtit prevailed when they were 
tranfadfed. 

The beft expedient his Majefty could find to difpel 
thefe fumes, was motion and action; and therefore, 
though the ffeafon of the year was too far f^-nt, and too 
many officers hurt, for the taking the field a^ul!; ue- 
fides that many regiments were returned to their old-- 
polls, (as the Welfh to defend their own country frotnl 
the incurfions from Gloucefter, and to reduce fome towns 
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in Pembrokefhire, which, lying on the fea, by, the help 
of the Parliament ihips, begun to fortify and gather 
ftrength), yet he refolved his forces about Oxford Ihould 
not lie ftill. 

In the beginning of October, Prince Rupert, with a 
ftrong party of horfe, foot, and dragoons, marched into 
Bedfordfliire, and took the town of Bedford, and in it a 
party of the enemy, who ufed it only as a ftrong quar¬ 
ter, This expedition was principally to countenance Sir 
Lewis Dives, whilft he fortified Newport I’annel, wlierc 
he hoped to fix a garrifon; which would have made a 
more direcR line of communication with the northern 
parts, and rettrained the commerce between London and 
their aflbeiated counties; which they well underftood; 
and therefore, upon the firft news of it, the Isarl of Elfex 
removed his head-quarters from Windf)r to St. Alban’s; 
and the Trained Bands of London, and tlicir auxiliary re¬ 
giments, marched again to him for his recruit; upon 
the ad\ ancement whereof, and a miftake of orders from 
Oxford, Sir Lewis Dives drew off his forces from New¬ 
port Pannel; and the enemy prefently pollefled them- 
lelves of it, and made it a very ufeful garrifon. Upon 
which. Prince liuirert fortified Tbfliter, a town in 
Northamptonfhire, and left a ftrong garrifon there; 
which, though it infefted the enemy fomewhat, and 
took great revenge upon thofe counties, which had ex- 
prefled a violent affedlion.-fo the Parliament, in truth, 
added little ftrengtk to the King; for he loft many horfe 
by the labour of duty, the greateft part of the body of 
his horfe b^mg forced to quarter near that place, for the 
f ecuri F,'- Ift' the foot, till the works about the town were 
i(P fuch a forwardnefs, that they needed not fear their 
neighboiys at St. Alban’s. 

In the mean time, the power of the Parliament wasT'}' King’s 

* anairt m 
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Icaft manifcft in the Weft, where their party was reduced 
to a lownefs, and confined within narrow limits after the 
taking of Exeter; the gentlemen of that county having 
been generally well devoted to the King’s fervice, though 
never able fafely to declare it, at leaft to appear in a pof- 
ture of oppofing the violence of the other party. Prince 
Maurice found a general concurrence to advance the 
great work, by levies of money, men, and all offices that 
could be expeded; infomuch as, within very few days 
after the furrender of that town, his army of foot, by 
the new levies, contained no fewer than feven thoufand 
men, (which was a body the Weft had not before feen), 
befides a body of horfe, at leaft proportionable to the 
other; and all in excellent equipage for adlion. And 
at the fame time, Colonel John Digby was before Ply¬ 
mouth, with above three thoufand foot, and fix hundred 
horfe, and had taken a work from the enemy of great 
importance, called Mount Stamford in honour of that 
Earl during the time of his abode there, within half a 
mile of the town, and which commanded fomc part of 
the river; the lofs whereof gave the town a marvellous 
difeouragement. 

Tile firft error the Prince committed after the re¬ 
ducing of Exeter, was flaying too long there before he 
advanced, for victorious armies carry great terror with 
them, whilft the memory and fame of the victory is 
freffi. The next, that he iiioved not direCtlv towards 
Plymouth, when he did move; whieii, in all probability, 
would have yielded upon his approach: for the town 
was full of diftraCtion, and jealoufy amongft themfelves, 
as well as unprovided for the reception of ah enemy. 
It was a rich and populous corporation, being, in tim£_ 
of peace, the greateft port for trade in the Weft; and, 
except Briftol, then more confiderable tlian all the reft. 

There 
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There was in it a caftle very ftrong towards the fea, with 
good platforms and ordnance; and little more than muf- 
quet-fhot from the town, was an ifland with a fort in it, 
much ftronger than the caftle ; both which were, before 
the troubles, under the command of a captain, with a 
garrifon of about fifty men at the moft; and were only 
intended for a fecurity, and defence of the town againft 
a foreign invafion; the caftle and the ifland together 
having a good command of the entrance into the har¬ 
bour, but towards the land there w’as very little ftrength. 
This command was in the hands of Sir Jacob Afhley, 
and as unprovided to expedl or refill an enemy, as the 
other caftles and forts of the kingdom; lefs for tiie re¬ 
ceiving a recruit; there being only ordnance and am¬ 
munition, without any other pro\ ilions for the fupport 
of the I'oldiers within the walls; and the garrifon itfelf 
being by time, marriages, and trade, incorporated into 
the tow'n, and rather citizens than foldiers; fo that Sir 
Jacob Alhley being fent for to the King, before his fet- 
ting up his ftandard, as foon as there was any apprehen- 
fion of a party for the King in Cornwall, after the ap¬ 
pearing of Sir Ralph Hopton, and thofe other gentlemen 
there, the mayor and corporation of Plymouth quickly 
got both the caftle and ifland into their own power. 

It will be wondered at by many hereafter, that thofe, 
and the like places of ftrength in England, being under 
the command of perfon/ entirely of his Majefty’s no¬ 
mination, were not put into a good pofture of defence, 
when it grew firft evident, that there would be Ihortly 
occafion to ufe them ; for according to the old ftory in 
jJSiari, that when in one of the ftates of Greece, Mi- 
.cippus’s Iheep brought forth a lion, it was generally and 
ju^y concluded, that that portended a tyranny, and 
change of the ftate from a peaceable to a bloody govern¬ 
ment; 
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ment; fo when the two Iloufes of Parliament firft pro¬ 
duced a fovereign power, to make, and alter, and fufpend 
laws, before they raifed an army, or made a general, or 
declared war; when that mild and innocent fheep, that 
legal regular convention of a fober and modeft council, 
had once brouglit forth that lion which fought whom he 
might devour, it might be ealily and naturally con¬ 
cluded by all wife and fober men, that the bleffed calm, 
and temperate ftate of government, by which every man 
cat the fruit of his own vine, was at an end ; and rapine, 
blood, and defolation, to fuccecd; and therefore that 
thofe holds fhould, in reafon, have been then provided 
for. 

But I fliall fay here once for all, that from the time 
that there was any reafonable jealoufy of a war, it was 
never in the King’s power to mend the condition of any 
of thole places; and if he had attempted it, with what 
caution or fecrefy foever, the inconvenience he mull 
JiaA e fuftained by it, beltdes the failing of his end, would 
have been much greater than the advantage which could 
have accrued, if he had done what he delired. I have 
very ill deferibed the times we have palled through, if 
that be not apparent; and that it was rather an error of 
the former times, that thofe places needed any fupply, 
than that it was not applied to them in the fucceeding. 

The Parliament was very glad Plymouth was thus 
fecured ; and, as well to put an obligation upon- all cor¬ 
porations, by Ihewing they thought them capable of the 
greateft trufts, as becaufe tliey could not, in truth, more 
reafohably confide in any other, they committed the 
government thereof to that Mayor; who was well enotlgji 
inltru<51ed, what refpedt to pay to tlipir committee; whiclv^ 
was appointed to relide there for his affiftance, and to 
condudl the affairs in thofe parts. Of that committee, 

Sir 
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Sir Andrew Carew was one; a gentleman of a good 
fortune in Cornwall, who ferved in Parliament as knight 
for that county, and had, from the beginning of the 
rliaraent, concurred in all conclufions with the moft 
alent, with as full a teftimony of that zeal and fury, 

3 which their confidence was applied, as any man. To 
im the cuflody and government of that fort and ifland, 
which was looked upon as the fecurity of the town, 
was committed; and a fufficient garrifon put into it. 

The Mayor commanded the caftle and the town, 
about which a line was caft up of earth, weak and ir¬ 
regular. 

After the battle of Stratton, and the King’s forces pre¬ 
vailing fo far over the Weft, that Briftol was taken by 
them, and Exeter clofely befieged. Sir Alexander Carew 
begun to think his ifland and fort would hardly fecure 
his eftate in Cornwall; and underftood the law fo well 
(for he had had a good education) to know, that the 
fide he had chofen would be no longer, the better, than 
it fhould continue the ftronger; and having originally 
followed no other motives, than of popularity and in- 
terefts, refoked now to redeem his errors; and found 
means to correfpond with fome of his old friends .and 
neighbours in Cornwall, and, by them, to make a dircdtsir Ai«an. 
overturt to furrender that fort and ifland to the King,''"j^“'^''' 
upon an aflurance of his Majefty’s pardon, and a 
remiffion of his offences. Sir John Berkley, who then Plymouth 
lay before Exeter, was the next fupreme officer, qualified King’s 
to entertain fuch a treaty; and he, inftantly, by the fluBe J^urprifci 
conveyance, returned him as ample aflurance of his own 
cgadifions as could bewith advice, “ that he fhould 
** not, upon any defetft of forms, (which, upon his en- 
“ g^ement, fhould be fupplied with all poffible expe- 
“ £tion, to his own fatisfatH-ion), defer the confumraating 
VOL. Ti. pfi. o t] “the 
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“ the work ;• which hereafter, poffibly, might not be ih 
“ his power to elFedldefigns of that nature being to 
be confulted and executed together; for in thofe cafes, 
according to Mutianus in Tacitus, Qiii deliberant, dej 
verunt ; and the greateft danger attends the not goi: 
on. But he was fo fottifhly and dangeroufly wary or 
his own fecurity, (having neither courage enough to obey 
his confcience, nor wickednefs enough to be profper- 
ous againft it), that he would not proceed, till he was 
fufficiently allured, that his pardon was paffed the Great 
Seal of England; before which time, though all ima¬ 
ginable hafte was made, by the treachery of a fervant 
whom he trufted, his treaty and defign was difcovered to 
the Mayor, and the reft of the committee; and, accord¬ 
ing to the diligence ufed by that party, in cafes of fuch 
concernment, he was fuddenly, and without refiftance, 
furprifed in his fort, and carried prifoner into Plymouth; 
and from thence, by fea, fent to London;, where what 
became of him, will be remembered in its place. 

Shortly after this accident. Colonel Digby came be¬ 
fore the town; and though the great damage was by this 
means prevented, yet it cannot be imagined, but the 
])eople were in great diftraiftion, with the apprehenfion 
of the danger they had efcaped; and thofe difcoveries 
bring always that melancholy with them, that men arc 
not quickly again brought to a confidence in one ano¬ 
ther. For no man had, to Common underftanding, bet¬ 
ter deferved to be trufted, or given lefs argument for 
fufpicion: and upon fuch a defeeftion, who could hope 
to ftand free from jcaloufy ? Befides, he could not but 
have had much familiarity with many in the town, ^si^.ich 
muft fubjed them to fome fufpicion, or, at leaft, make 
them fufped that they were fufpeded; and, wittout 
doubt, it awakened many to apprehend the imme^te 

hand 
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hand of God in the judgment, that he would not fufier 
a man to recover the fecurity and comfort of his allegi¬ 
ance, who had fo lignally departed from it againft the 
flight of his own confcience; and that a man, who hwl ' 
been before precipitate againft all reafon, Ihould perifli 
by confidering too much, when precipitation was only 
reafonable. 

The fame of the winning of Exeter, by which a vidlo- 
rious army was at liberty to vilit them, and then the lofs 
of Mount Stamford, which was their only confiderable 
fortification to the land, with thofe other difcompofures> 
wrought a wonderful confternation amongft them; and 
made them confider, that if they could hold out, and 
defend their town, the country being all loft, they muft 
lofe all their trade, and fo from merchants become only 
foldiers; which was not the condition they contended 
for. Infomuch as the Mayor himfelf was not without 
a propenfity to fend for a treaty, upon which the town 
might be delivered to the King; and it was by many 
then believed, that if Prince Maurice had then marched 
from Exeter before it, that treaty would infallibly have 
enfued. But when I fay it was an error that he did not, 
I intend it rather as a misfortune than a fault; for his 
Highnefs was an utter ftranger in thofe parts; and there¬ 
fore was nor, without great appearance of reafon, per- 
fuaded firft to bend his courfe to Dartmouth; which 
was looked upon “ as an eafy work, and a harbour, 
which being got, would draw a very good trade: and 
that Ihort work being performed, Plymouth would 
“ have the lefs couri^e to make refiftanpe; and if it 
‘(.fhould, it were much fitter for the winter, which was 
now drawing on,” (for it was more than the middle of 
September), “ than the other, by reafon of the con- 
venienev of good accommodation for the foldiers, 
^ Q q a “ near 
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“ near about it; which could not be had about Dart- 
“ mouth.” 

Upon thefe reafons, he marched ditecftly to Dartmouth, 
U'hich, how unfit foever to make a defence againft fuch 
an arniy, by the difadvantage of filuation, and the want 
of all thofe helps which ufe to make a garrifon confident, 
he found in no temper and difpofition to yield; fo that 
he fate down before it. And fhortly after, there came 

Maurice ^ ^ •' 

fits down fo violent a feafon of rain, ^d foul weather, that very 
mouth; and many of his men, with lying on the ground, fell fick, 
and died; and more run away. Yet, after near a 
month’s fiege, and the lofs of many good men, (whereof 
the fame Colonel Chudleigh, of whom we fpoke before, 
was one, a gallant young gentleman, who received a fhot 
with a mufquet in the body, of which he died within 
few days, and was a wonderful lofs to the King’s fervice), 
it was given up on fair conditions; and then the Prince, 
having placed a garrifon there, under the command of 
Colonel Seymour, a gentleman of principal account and 
intcreft in Devonlhire, loft no more time, but, with all 
convenient expedition, marched to Plymouth; which 
was not now in the ftate it had been; for the Parliament, 
being quickly informed how terrible an impreflion the 
lofs of almoft all other parts of the Weft had made 
upon the fpirits of that people, had before this time fent 
a recruit of five hundred men, and a Scotch officer to be 
Governor; who eafed the Mayor of that unequal charge, 
and quickly made it evident, that nothing but a pertrap- 
sits down tory defence was thought of. So the Prince fate down 
moutii*too before it with an army much inferior, after he had joined 
with Colonel Digby, to that with which he had marchgd 
ftom Exeter to Dartmouth; yet with much confidence 
td reduce that town, before the winter fhould be over. 

Though the King’s fuccefs, and good fortune, had 

met 
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met with a check in the relief of Gloncfefter, and the 
battle of Newbury, yet his condition feemed mightily 
unproved by the whole fummer’s fervice. For whereas 
he feemed before confined, upon the matter, within 
Oxfordlhire and half Berklhire, (which half was loft too 
upon the lofs of Reading in the fpring), and the parties, 
which appeared for him in other counties, feemed radier 
fufficient to hinder a general imion againft liim, than 
that they were like to reduce them to his devotion; he 
was now, upon the matter, mafter of the whole Weft; 
Cornwall was his own without a rival; Plymouth was 
the only place, in all Devonlliire, unreduced; and thofc 
forces flmt within their own walls: the large rich county 
of Somerfet, with Briftol, entirely his: in Dorfetfhire, 
the enemy had only two little fiftier-towns, Poole and 
Lyme; all the reft was declared for the King. And in 
every of thefe counties, he had plenty of harbours and 
ports, to fupply him with ammunition, and the country 
with trade. In Wilrihire the enemy had not the leaft 
footing, and rather a town or two in Hampfhire, than any 
pofleffion of the county; that people being generally 
undevoted to them; the whole principality of Wales, 
except a fea town or two in Pembrokefiiire, was at his 
devotion; and that unfortunately olftlinate town of 
Gloucefter only kept him from commanding the whole 
Severn. The Parliament was nothing ftronger in Shrop- 
Ihire, Chelhire, and Lancalhire, than they were in the 
beginning of the year. And albeit the Marquis of New- 
caftle had been forced to rife as unfortunately from Hull, 
as the King had been from Gloucefter, yet he had ftill 
atull power over Yorkfhire, and a greater in Nottingham- 
Ihire, and Lmcolrdhire, than the Parbament had. So 
that he might be thought to be now ftrong enough to 
miake war ;. 5 he contrary opinion whereof had been one 
" a q 3 of 
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of the greateft reafons that there was no peace. And 
therefore many believed, that, what appearance foever 
there was of obftinacy, the winter would produce fome 
overtures of accommodation; and that all the noife of 
preparation from Scotland, was only to incline the King 
to the greater condefcenlions; and that, in truth, they 
who had pretended the concurrent defire of the people, 
as the beft reafon for whatfoever they had propofed, and 
traduced the King with a puqiofe of bringing foreign 
forces to awe and impofe upon his own fubjedls, would 
not now have the hardinefs to bring in a flranger nation 
to invade their country, and to compel that people, by 
whofe affedions they would be thought to be guided, 
to fubmit to changes they had no mind to receive. And 
the arrival of the Count of Harcourt, as extraordinary 
ambaflador from the Crown of France, was looked upon 
as an expedient to uflier in fome treaty, and to remove 
thofe ceremonies, and preliminary propofitions, which, 
by reafon of the mutual declarations and proteftations 
againft each other, might be thought of greater difficulty, 
than any real differences between them. 

The King himfelf was not without expedlation of 
notable effefts from this embaffy; for the fl;ate of France 
feemed to be much altered from what it was at the be¬ 
ginning of thefe troubles. Cardinal Richelieu, who, the 
King well knew, had more than fomented the troubles 
both in England and Scotland, was now dead ; and the 
King of Ff|^ce himfelf likewife; and thofe old mini- 
fters of ftate who had been long in the Baftile, or baniffi- 
ed, were now fet at liberty, and recalled, arid in jfavour; 
the Queen Mother made Regent; who profeffed great- 
perfonal kindnefs to the Queen of England, and fo great 
a fenfe of the indignities tite King and fhe fuffered, 
that fhe feemed fenfible, that France had^ contributed 
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too much to them, and to think, that the intcreft, as 
well as honour, of that Crown was concerned to buoy up 
the monarchy of England; with intimations, “ that the 
“ King himfelf fhould direft what w'ay he would be 
“ ferved by that Crown.” The firft evidence they gave 
of meaning as they faid, was the revocation of Mon- 
fieur la Ferte Senneterre, tl^ ambaflador then rcfidcnt 
in England; who had contraAed a wonderful fiimiliarity 
with the fierceft managers of the Parliament, and done 
the King all imaginable dillervice; infomuch as he had 
induftrioufiy perfuaded fome Englifli priefts and jefuit% 
to engage thofe of the Romilh perfuafion, by no means 
to affift the King; with a full aHiirance, “ that the Par- 
“ liament would allow them liberty of confcicncc.” 
This minifter his Majefty defired might be recalled; 
which was not only fuddenly done, but a private inti¬ 
mation likewife given to our Queen, “ that five fhould 
“ nominate what perfon was to be employed in his place; 
" who fhould wholly guide himfelf by her inllruftions:” 
and her Majefty was led to make choice of Monficur le 
Conte d’Harcourt, one of the principal perfons of that 
kingdom, being a Prince of the Ho*fe of Lorraine, and 
fo allied to the King, and Grand Efeuier; and had been 
their late fortunate General in Catalonia, where he had 
given the Spaniard the greateft defeat they had received; 
which was not thought an unreafonable qualification in 
an ambaflador, whofe bufinefs w'as to mf^iate a peace. 

His reception at London was with mc^ folemnity, 
that he might not find there was any ablaice of cere¬ 
mony or ftate, by the abfence of the King; yet when 
he had a fafe condudl for Oxford, his carriages were 
ftopped at the going out of London, and his own coach, 
as well as all other places, fearched with great and un- 
ufual rudepofs, upon fufpicion that he earned letters; and 

« q 4 though 
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though he expoftulatcd the affront, as a high violation 
of his honour and privilege, he received no manner of 
reparation, or the officer, that did it, any reprehenfion; 
which made many believe that he would have been 
very keen in the refentment. The King expelled that, 
by this ambaflador, the Crown of France would have 
made a brilk declaration oh'his Majefty’s behalf; and if 
the Parliament Ihould not return to their regular obedi¬ 
ence, that they fliould have found no correfpondence or 
reception in that kingdom ; and that they would really 
affift his Majeffy, in fuch a manner as he Ihould pro- 
pofe; which declaration, he thought, would prove of mo¬ 
ment with the city of London, in refpeeff of their trade; 
but more with the Scots, who were underftood to have 
an efpecial dependence upon France. 

When the ambaflador returned from his audience at 
Oxford, where he ftayed not many days, he fent a paper 
to the Earl of Northumberland, by which he defired his 
Lordffiip, “ to impart to the Meffieurs of Parliament, 
“ that he had made known to their Majefties, the affec- 
“ tionate delire the King his mafter, and the Queen his 
“ miftrefs, had to 'contribute all good offices, in the 
“ procurement of peace and tranquillity in this kingdom; 
“ to which he found the delires of their Majefties well 
“ difpofed; and therefore he delired to know, whether 

his Lordffiip thought the two Houfes did correfpond 
“ in the fame-intention: if they did, after they ffiould 
“ makt hii^dunderftand the fubjedl that had obliged 
“ thetn to take up arms, he would interpofe to pa^y 
“ the differences, by fuch expedients, as ffiould be moft 
“ conformable to the ancient laws and cuftoms of the 
« realm.” 

■ After the Earl of Northumberland liad informed the 
Houfe of Peers of this reprefentation, it was> at a confe- 

• rence. 
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rcnce, imparted to the Houfe of Comrtions, and an 
anfwer was framed by joint agreement, to be returned by 
the Earl of Nortliumberland to the ambaflador. In tlie 
form of it, they gave him the title of Prince of Har- 
court, and Grand Efeuier of France ; but omitted tlut 
of Extraordinary Amhaffador in England, becaufe it did 
not appear to the Parliament, by letters of credence, or 
the light of his inftrudlions from the King, or Queen 
Regent of France, that he was by them employed Extra¬ 
ordinary Ambaffador into England. 

The anfwer itfclf was, “ that the Lords and Commons 
^ in Parliament did, with all due refpedls, accept of the 
“ afFedlionate defiles of the King, and Queen Regent of 
“ France, to contribute good offices towards the pro- 
“ curing a happy peace; and that, when the faid Mon- 
^ fieur le Prince d’Harcourt Ihould make any fuch pro- 
“ pofitions to the Parliament, by authority from their 
Majefties of France, they would give then fuch an 
“ anfwer to tiie fame, as might Hand with the intcreft of 
“ both kingdoms, and their late folemn League and Co- 
“ venant.” The Lords propofed, “ that there might be 
“ a committee appointed to treat with the ambafiador:" 
but the Commons would by no means confent to it, 

“ till he Ihould make it manifeft, that he had autlvority 
“ from his Mafter to treat with the Parliamentand 
withal they declared, that if he had, at any time, any 
thing farther to offer to them, they would not receive 
it from any particular member of eith^Houfe; but 
“ that he Ihould apply himfelf by writing, or otherwife, 

“ to the Speaker of cither or both Houfes of Parlia- 
“ ment; otherwjfe, they would hold no correfpondence 
“ with him.” The ground of this refolution was, that 
they might draw from the ambaffador (which they pre¬ 
fumed could not be without the privity and approbation 

of 
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of the King) addrefs, and acknowledgment that they 
were a Parliament, againft the freedom whereof, and 
confequendy the prefent being, his Majefty had, by his 
Returns late proclamation, declared. So the ambaflador, after a 
without journey or two to Oxford, and fome perfundlory ad- 
0^10*6 drcffes to the Houfes, returned to France re infeffa, and 
King- without the leaft expreffion of diflike, on his Maftcr’s be¬ 
half, of their proceedings. 

Some were fcrupulous in . believing that France really 
intended to repair the mifchief it had done; and ob- 
ferved, that though there were fome plaulible compli¬ 
ances, in point of ceremony, with particular perfons, after 
the death of the former Cardinal; y%t, that the main 
counfels w'ere carried on upon the rules and diredfions he 
had left; and that the Cardinal Mazarin, a perfon who 
had been of the higheft truft with the other, wholly now 
prefided over thofe counfels; and confidered, how much 
France might imagine it would conduce to their intereft, 
that the King of England fhould not ha^all his fub- 
jedfs in perfect obedience, left he might offer to be an 
arbiter of their great differences: I fay, thefe men be¬ 
lieved Count Harcourt’s inftrudlions privately were no 
other, than the laft ambafl'ador’s; whom the King had 
caufed to be recalled. And it cannot be denied, that 
they who were inclined to that jealoufy, had arguments 
enough to increafe it. 

When tliis extraordinary ambaffador was appointed to 
come for England, Mr. Mountague was in the Court of 
France, very much trufted by both their Majefties, and 
by his quality, and near relation to fo great a truft, his 
long converiation in that Court, and a Ijingular dexterity 
in his nature, adorned with excellent parts, was thought 
to have a very good place in the favour and particular 
eftimation of that Queen Regent, and in the opinion qf 

the 
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the Cardinal; to whom he had been ufeful. With this 
gentleman moft of the conclulions had been tranfafted, 
which were preparatory to the ambaflador’s journey; and 
it was thought fit, that he fhould at the fame time come 
into England; and, in fuch a difguife, as might eafiJy 
conceal a man better known in France than in his own 
country, in the ambalTador’s train find a fafe paflage to 
Oxford ; which was carried with fo'tauch fecrecy, that; 
befides to the ambaflador himfelf, he was known to very 
few of his retinue. The Count of Harcourt was not 
landed four and twenty hours, but in his journey towards 
London, a mefienger from the Parliament apprehended 
Mr. Mountague, and carried him a prifoner to the 
Houfes; by whom he was committed to the Tower; and 
though the ambaflador made a great Ihew of refenting 
it, he never claimed him in fuch a manner as to procure 
his enlargement; which made men believe tlic Cardinal 
liked well his confinement, and defired not he fliould be 
either at Qi|||d or Paris. 

At the ^Kflador’s firft coming to Oxford, after ge¬ 
neral overtures, and declarations of the refolution of that 
Crown, “ to give his Majcfty all poflible afliftance for 
“ his reeftablilhment,” he propofed a league offenfive 
and defenfive with the King. His Majcfty, that knew 
well fuch an offer was not to be rejected, left they Ihould 
from thence take an occafion to refufe thofe things he 
Ihould propofe, appointed a committee of liis council 
(according to the ufua^courfe) to treat with the ambaf- 
fador, upon aU neceflary articles, which fhould attend 
fuch a treaty; declaring an inclination to enter into fuch 
a league as was propofed; and thereupon defired “ a 
“ prefent loan of money, and a fupply of a good pro- 

portion of arms and ammunition; and likewife that 
“ the Crown of France would declare againft the fub- 

“ jefts 
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“ je( 5 ls of England and Scotland, who fhould perfift in 
“ rebellion; according ta an article ratified in the laft 
treaty now in force.” 

The ambaflador, who, it feems, expedfed that there 
fhould have been more paufes in the overture of the 
league ofFenfive and defe^ve, for the prefent declined 
the treating with the committee ; alleging, that he 
“ was, upon the matter, a milder of both their Majef- 
“ ties; and was to receive' command from them, and 
wholly to attend their fervice; and therefore that he 
“ defired wholly to communicate with their Majefties 
“ thcmfelvesand Ihortly after waved any farther men¬ 
tion of the le^e, with an afFcdled compliment, “ that 
“ it would not appear a generous thing, to prefs the 
“ King to any adl in this his diftrefs, which he had made 
“ fcruplc of confenting to heretofore, when the fortune 
“ o( both Crowns were equally profperous: but that his 
“ Mailer and Miftrels would frankly contribute all that 
“ could be reafonably expedled from thd||fc}wards his 
“ Majefty’s reftoration and eftablifhment; W afterwards 
“ expe( 5 l fuch a return of affedlion from his Majefty, as 
“ the greatnefs of the obligation fhould merit in his 
princely eftimation.” And at the fame time, the Queen 
Regent and Cardinal pofitively denied to the Lord Go¬ 
ring, ambaffador extraordinary then from his Majefty in 
France; that ever the Count of Harcourt had any in- 
ftrudion to mention a league offenfive and defenfive. 
Tbefe particular carriages, and hismot refenting the indig¬ 
nities ofered to him by the Parliament, made many men 
believe, that this ambaflador, notwithftanding all the 
fpecious profeffions, was fent rather to foment, than cx- 
tinguilh, the ^re that was kindled. Certain it is, during 
his flay in ^r^lSnd, he did not, jn the Icaft degree, ad¬ 
vance thelCmg’^ fervice; and, at his return, left the Par- 

‘hament 



OF THE REBELLION, &c.- 605 

liament more united amongft themfelvej againft the 
King, and the Scots more advanced towards their coming 
in, than he found them ; there being at the fame time 
likewife a French agent in Scotland; who produced no 
alteration in the affedlions of that people, to tlie King's 
advantage. 

The return of the three earls, formerly mentioned, to 
London in the winter, who fo folemnly applied them- 
fclves to the King in the fpring, contributed exceedingly 
to the union of the two Houfes at Weftminfter. The 
other two ftayed longer; and retired with much more 
decency, if not with a tacit permiffion. But the Eari 
of Holland, when he faw his place in the Bedchambar 
conferred upon the Marquis of Hertford, in much dif- 
content, found an opportimity, which was not difficult, 
to remove out of the King’s quarters; and before he 
was miffed at Oxford, intelligence was brought that he 
had rendered himfelf to the Parliament at London; and 
to make his return the more confeientious, he declared, 
as hath beelfr faid, “ that the ground of his deferting 
“ them formerly, and going to the King, was a hope to 
“ incline his Majefty to a treaty of peace; but that he 
“ found he was miftaken in the temper of the Oxford 
“ councils; and that the King had ftill about him fome 
counfellors, who would never confent to a fafe and 
“ well-grounded peace; and that he heard they had 
“ perfuaded the King to make a ceflation with the Re. 

“ bels in Ireland; which affedled his confcience fo much, 

“ that, though he had been fore to have loft his life 
it, he would return to the Parliamentprofeffing ex¬ 
emplary fidelity to them, if they would again receive 
him into their favour. 

It may be, his difeourfe of Ireland, or the King’s 
averfenefs to peace, wrought upon very few; but the 
.* evidence 
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evidence of the King’s averlion fo far to forgive and 
forget former trefpalTes, as to receive them into favour 
and truft again, made a'’deep impreffion upon many. 
For it is undoubtedly tme, that many of the principal 
and governing members of both Houfes, that is, of them 
who had governed, and done as much mifchief as any, 
either out of apprehenlion that the King would prevail, 
or that they fhould not prevail foon enbugh, or the ani- 
molity againft thofe who had outgrown their govern¬ 
ment, and followed new leaders of their own, and to 
o^er ends than had been originally propofed, or out of 
itHne motions of confcience, were quite weary of the 
Parliament, and delirous to obtain a fair admiffion to 
the King; and looked only upon the footinp which 
thofe doves, which went firft out of tlie ark, fhould 
find; and furely, if that expedient had been dexteroufly 
managed, it had been the moft probable way to have 
drawn the Parliament into fuch contempt, that it muffc 
have fallen of itfelf: a way, that in no civil war, which 
is arrived to any vigour and power of contSiding, ought 
to be declined. For a body, that is not formed by pO- 
. licy, with any avowed and fixed principles of govern¬ 
ment, but by the diliempered affeftions, ambition, and 
difcontent of particular perfons, who rather agree againft 
a common adverfary, than are united to one juft intereft; 
cannot fo ealily be diflblved, as by treating with parti¬ 
cular perfons, and rending thofe branches from the 
trunk, whofe beauty and advant^e confifts only in the 
^reading. 

The reafons 'were unanfwerable, which the old conful 
Fabius in Livy, lib. 24. gave, in the cafe of Cafiius AIj 
tinius, who, after the defeat of Cannae, deferted the Ro¬ 
mans, ^d fled to Hannibal, by which he got the cieji of 
Arpos; and when tlie condition of tb? Romans-was 

y again 
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again recovered and flourifhing, came again to the Ro¬ 
man army, and offered to betray that city into their 
hands. Many were of opinion, “ that he fhould be 
looked upon as a common enemy; and bound, and 
“ fent to Hannibal, as a perfidious perfon, who knew 
“ neither how to be a friend, nor an enemy.” Fabius 
reprehended the unfeafonable feverity of thofe who con- 
lidered, and judged in medio ardore belli, tanquam in pace 
libera, and told them, “ that their principal care mull 
“ be, that none of their friends and allies might forlake 
“ them; the next, that they who had forfaken them, 
“ might return again into their obedience and proteij^^; 
“ iox,ft abire a Romanis liceat, redire ad eos non liceat, 
“ it could not be, but the ftate of Rome, from which, 
“ in the late misfortunes, many had ret olted, mull be- 
“ come very defperate.” 

■ Such was the King’s condition, the number of the 
guilty being fo much fuperior to the innocent, that the lat¬ 
ter could reafonably expeft only to be preferved by the 
converfion and redudlion of the former. “Neither did the 
King not forefee, or abhor this expedient; but the tem¬ 
per and fpirit of the time was fo averl'e from the llrata- 

gem, that it was evident his prelent lols would be as 
great, by praeftifing it, as his future advantage was like 
to improve by it. Whatfoever damage his Majcfty fuf- 
tained, that unfortunate Farl received no acknowledg¬ 
ment, or encour^ement from the other party, who had 
the benefit of his return; but as hiseftate was fequeftered 
as foon as he left them, fo he was now committed tb ^i- 

fon, and that fequeftration continued; neither was it, in 

a long time after, taken off, nor himfelf ever after ad¬ 
mitted to his place in their council, notwithftanding all 
the interceflion of very powerful friends, or to any re¬ 
putation of doing farther good or hurt, , ,. , 

Certainly 
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tertamly, there muft be thou^t to be feme extraor¬ 
dinary diflike, in the very primary law of nature, of fuch 
tergiverfation and inconftancy; fince we fcarce find, in 
any ftory, a deferter of a truft or party, he once adhered 
to, to be long profperous, or in any eminent eftimation 
with thofe to whom he reforts; though, in the change, 
there may appear evident arguments of reafon and juf- 
tice; neither hath it been in the power or prerogative 
of any authority, to preferve fuch men from the reproach, 
and jealoufy, and fcandal, that naturally attends upon any 
1 Sam. defedfion: / have not found evil in thee, fince the day of 
ti^ coming unto me, unto this day ; neverthehfs, the Lords 
favour thee not, was the profeflion of King Achifh, when 
he difmiffed David himfclf from marching with the army 
of the Philiftines; and that expoftulation of thofe Lords, 
wherewith Jhould he reconcile himfelf unto mafierf 
fhmld it not he with the heads of thefe men P will be al¬ 
ways an argument to raife a diftruft of thofe wlio have 
eminently quitted their party: and the judgment of Fa- 
bius himfelf, which -we touched before, of Caffius Al- 
tinius, was not much in their favour; for though he 
reprehended the propofition of fending him to Hannibal, 
yet he concluded, that he would have no truft repofed 
“ in him, but that he IhouU be kept m fafe cuftody, 
“ with liberty to do any thing but go away, till the war 
“ was ended; turn confultandim, utnmdefe&io prior plus 
“ merita fit pcena, an hie reditus vaua.” As it falls out 
thus in civil affairs, and the breach of moral obligations, 
fo it happens in %kitual defedlions, and alterations in reli¬ 
gion: for as, among the Jews, tbS';|»fodi^tes were civilly 
and charitaHy treated,without upb^diags or reproaches; 
yet it was provided, “ that nci profelyte fhould te eli^l^ 

“ hi^ tlic court of their Sanhediim;” and in their vea^ 
coriveriation, they had a caution of them; Fel ad derimm. 

. ufqu$ 
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upjtie gencralionem a Pro/elyth cave, was, an sq)horitm, 
amongfi- them. And our own obfervation and eyjieri- 
cnce can give us few examples of men who have changed 
their religion, and not fallen into jealoufy and diftruft, 
or difreputation, even with thofe with whom tliey fide; 
that have made their future life lefs plcafant and de- 
lightfome; which, it may be, hapj)ens only becaufe 
we have rare inftances of men of extraordinary parts, 
or great minds, who have entertained thofe conver- 
fions. 

The Lords and Commons were all now of a mind, 
and no other contention amongfi; them, than who Ihoijdd 
moft advance the power which was to fupprefs theKing’s; 
new and firitfier orders were made for the general taking 
the Covenant; and an ordinance,' “ that no man fiiould 
“ be in any office or trufi in their armies, or the king- 
dom, or of the Common Council of London, or ffiould 
“ have a voice in the eledlion of thofe officers, but fuch 
“ who had taken the Covenant; nor even they who had 
“ taken the Covenant, if they had been formerly impri- 
“ foned, or fequefiered for fufpicion of malignancy, or 
“ adhering to the King,” And that they might as well 
provide for their fovereign jurifdidtlon in civil matters, 
as their fccurity in martial, they again refumed the con- 
fideration of the Great Seal of England. The Com¬ 
mons had often preffed the Houfe of Peers to concur 
with them, “ in the making a new Great Seal; as the 
“ proper remedy againfi the mifehiefs, which, by the 
‘‘ abfence of it, had befallen the commonwealth de¬ 
claring, that the Great Seal of England, of right, ought 
to attend upon the Parliamentin which the Peets as 
often refuted to join with them, being ftartled at-the 
fiaMe. of the 25th of Edward III. by which, the 

L ii. p. I. nr terfeiting 
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tcrfeiting the Great Seal of England is, in exprefs 
termX declared to be high treafon ; and it had been in 
all times before underftood to be the foie property of the 
King, and not of the kingdom, and abfolutely in the 
King’s own dilpofal, where it Ihould be kept, or where 
it fliould attend. 

The Com- This dilfcnt of the Lords hindered not the bufinefs; 
new Broad* ^^e Commons frankly voted, “ that a Seal fhould be 
^Irds coL “ provided,” and accordingly took order that one was 
with engraven, and brought into tlieir Houfe, according to 
the fame fize and effigies, and nothing differing from 
that which the King ufed at Oxford. Being in this rea- 
dinefs, and obferving the Lords to be lefs fcrupulous 
than they had been, about the middle of November 
they fent again to them, to let them know, “ they 
“ had a Great Seal ready, wliich Ihould be put into the 
“ cuftody of fuch perfons as the two Houfes Ihould ap- 
“ point; and if they would name fome Peers, a propor- 
“ tionable number of the other body Ihould join in the 
“ executing that truft.” All objedlions were now paffed 
over, and without any hefitation their Lordfhips not only 
concurred with them to have a Seal in their own dif- 
pofal, but in a declaration and ordinance; by which they 
declared, “ all letters patents, and grants made by the 
“ King, and paffed the Great Seal of England, after the 
“ aad of May, in the year 1642, (which was the day 
“ the Lord Keeper left the Houfe, and went with the 
“ Great Seal to York to the King), to be invalid, and 
void in law; and henceforward, that their own Great 
“ Seal Ihould be of the like force, power, and validity, 
“ to all intents and purpofes, as any Great Seal of Eng- 
“ land had been, or ought to be; and that whofoever, 
“after publication of that ordinance, fhould pa^j|iiny 

ng 
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“ thing under any other Great Seal, or Ihould da^ any 
“ thing thereby, Ihould be held and adjudged,.* public 
“ enemy to the ftate.” 

At the lame time, the Earls of Rutland and Bulling- 
brook, of the Peers, Mr. Saint-John, (whom they ftill 
entitled the King’s Solicitor General, though his Ma- 
jefty had revoked his patent, and conferred that office 
upon Sir Thomas Gardner; who had ferved him faith¬ 
fully, and been put out of his Recorder’s place of Lon¬ 
don, for having fo done), Serjeant Wild, (who, being 
a Serjeant at Law, had with moft confidence averred 
their legal power to make a feal), Mr. Brown, and Mr. 
Prideaux, two private praftifers of the law, were no¬ 
minated “ to have the keeping, ordering, and difpoling 
“ of it, and all fuch, and the like power and authority, 

“ as any Lord Chancellor, or Lord Keeper, or Commif- 
“ fioner of the Great Seal, for the time being, had had, 

“ ufed, or ought to have.” The Earl of Rutland was 
fo modeft, as to think himfelf not Efficiently qualified 
for fuch a truft; and therefore excufed himfelf in point 
of confcience; whereupon they nominated, in his room, 
the Earl of Kent, a man of far rneaner parts, who rea¬ 
dily accepted the place. 

The Seal then was delivered, in the Houfe of Com- 
mdhs, to their Speaker; and by him, with much folcm- 
nit}^, the Houfe attending him, to the Speaker of the 
Peers, at the bar in that Houfe. The fix Commiffioners 
were then, in the prefence of both Houfes, folemnly 
fworn “ to execute the office of Keepers of the Great 
“ Seal of England, in all things according to die orders 
" and direftions of both Houfes of Parliament.” And 
thereupon the Seal was delivered by the t\iw-Speakers tojhf ^ ' ‘ 
dfem, who carried it, according to order, to the hdufe offi* c-ir. 
Ac Clerk of the Parliament, in the old Palace; where 
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was keot locked up in a cheft; which could not be open¬ 
ed but lA the prefence of three of them, and with three 
fevcral keys. This work being over, they appointed, for 
the firft exercife of this kind of fovereignty, a patent to 
be fealed to the Earl of Warwick, of Lord High Ad¬ 
miral of England ; which was done accordingly ; by 
which many concluded, that the Earl of Northumber¬ 
land, who had been put out of that great office for 
their fakes, was not reftored- to their full confidence; 
others, that he dcfired not to wear their livery. 

About the fame time, to ffiew that they would be ab- 
folute, and not joint ffiarers in the fovereign power, 
they gave an inftance of boldnefs mingled with cruelty, 
that made them appear very terrible. The King had 
publifhed feveral proclamations, for the adjournment of 
the term from London to Oxford, which had been hi¬ 
therto fruitlefs, for want of the neceflary legal form of 
having the writs read in court; fo that the Judges at 
Oxford, w'ho were ready to perform their duty, could 
not regularly keep the courts there; which' elfe they 
would have done, notwithflanding the order and declara¬ 
tions publifhed by the two Houfes to the contrar)’’; they 
who were learned in the law believing that aflumption 
to be uncpieftionably out of their jurifdiftion. Thefe 
writs of adjournment had never yet been delivered fea- 
fonably, to be read in court, or into the hands of cither 
of the fworn Judges who yet attended at Weftminfier; 
of which there were three in number, Juflice Bacon in 
the King’s Bench, Juftice Reeve-in the Common Pleas, 
and Baron Trevor in the Exchequer; w'ho, how timo¬ 
rous foever, and apprehenfive of the power and feverity 
of the Parliament, knowing the law . and their duti^, 
memjfeclieved, would «ot have b n'iHili i] declined the 
execution of thofe commands they were fwom to ob- 

ferw. 
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fcrve. Several meflengers were therefore fent fro^Ox- 
ford with thofe writs; and appointed, on or before fuch 
a day, (for that circumftance was penal), to find an 
“ opportunity to deliver the writs into the hands of the 
“ feveralJudges.” Two of them performed their charges, 
and delivered the writs to Juftice Reeve, and Baron Tre¬ 
vor ; who immediately caufed the meflengers to be ap¬ 
prehended. 

The Houfes, being informed of it, gave direftion, 

that they fliould be tried by a council of war, as fpies;” 
which was done at ElTex-houfc. The meflengers al¬ 
leged, “ that they were fworn fervants to his Majefly 
“ for the tranfadlion of thofe fervices, for which they 
“ were now accufed; and that they had been legally 
“ punifliable, if they had refufed to do their duties; the 
“ term being to be adjourned by no other way.” Not- 
withftanding all which, they were both condemned to be 
hanged as fpies; and that fuch a fentcnce might not be 
thought to be only in terrorem, the two poor men were, 
within few days after, carried to the old Exchange, where 
a gallows was purpofely fet up ; and there one of them, 
one Daniel Kniveton, was withqut mercy executed; 
dying with another kind of courage than could be ex- 
pe6led from a man of fuch condition and education, did 
not the confcience of being innocent beget a marvellous 
latisfadlion in any condition. The other, after he had 
flood fome time upon, or under the gallows, looking for 
the fame conclufion, was reprieved, and fent to Bride¬ 
well ; where he was kept long after, till he made an 
efcape, and returned again to Oxford. This example 
begot great terror in all the well-afledled about London, 
and fo much the more, becaufe, about the fame time, an 
ordinance was made, “ that whofoever went to Oxford, 
“ or into any of the King’s quarters, without leave from 
. R r 3 “ one 
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onKof the Houfes, or a pafs from their General, or 
“ whofOTver had any correfpondence with any perfon in 
“ the King’s quarters, by writing letters, or receiving 
“ letters from thence, fhould be proceeded againft as a 
“ perfon difaffedted to the ftate; and his perfon com- 
mitted, and his effate fequeftered; and fhould be liable, 
“ according to the circumftances, (of which themfelves 
“ would be only judges), to be tried as I'pies.” 

Colonel As this made them exceeding terrible to thofe who 
tried for futJoved them not, fo, about the fame time, they gave 
another inftance of feverity, which rendered their go- 
reverenced amongft their friends and 
donedby'*' afTociatcs. The brave defence of Gloucefter, and the 
nerab'* great fucccfs that attended it, made the lofs of Briftol 
the more felt by the Parliament; and confequently the 
delivery, and yielding it up, the more liberally fpoken 
of, and cenfured. The which Colonel Ihcnnes having 
not patience to bear, he delired, being a member of the 
Houfe of Commons, and of a fwaying intereft there, 
“ that he might be put to give an account of it, at a 
“ court of w'ar, which was the proper judicature upon 
“ trefpafles of that neture.” And in the mean time, he 
was powerful enough, upon fome collateral and circum- 
flantial pafTages, to procure fome of the chief who in¬ 
veighed againft him, to be imprifoned and reprehended. 
This begot greater paftion and animofity in the perfons, 
that thought they fuffered unjuftly, and only by the 
authority and intereft of the Colonel and his father; 
which, by degrees, brought fatftion into the Houfe of 
Commons, and the army, according to the feveral 
affeftions and tempers of men. 

There were but two profecutors appeared, one Mr. 
Walker, a gendeman.of Somerfetfhire, of a good fortune, 
and, by the lofs of that, the more provoked; who had 

- been 
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been in the town when it was loft, and liad ftriftly 
ferved all that was done, or faid; and the famouif^Mr. 
Pryn, who had at firft let himfelf into the difquifition of 
that bufinefs, out of the aeftivity and reftleflhefs of his 
nature, and was afterwards ftiarpened by contempt. 
Thefe two, under pretence of zeal to the kingdom, and 
that fuch an irreparable damage to it might not pafs away 
without due punifhment, undertook the profecution; 
and boldly charged the Colonel with cowardice and 
treachery; and gave fcveral inftances of great and high 
profellions, and performances faint, and not anfwerablc; 
withfome mixtures of pride, and love of money, through¬ 
out the courfe of his government. Colonel Fiennes, 
befidcs the credit and reputation of his father, had a 
very good ftock of eftimation in the Houfe df Commons 
upon his own fcore; and truly he had very good parts 
of learning and nature, and was privy to, and a great 
manager in, the moft fecret defigns from the beginning; 
and if he had not incumbered himfelf with command in 
the army, to which men thought his nature not fo well 
difpofed, he had fure been fecond to none in thofe 
councils, after Mr. Hambden’s deatii. This made him 
too much defpife thofe who appeared his adverfaries, and 
others whom he knew to be fuch, though they appeared 
not, (for he looked upon Sir William Waller as an ene¬ 
my, who, by his misfortune at Roundway-Down, ha\ ing 
brought that ftorm upon Briftol, was induftrious to make 
the fecond lofs to be apprehended only as tlic eftedl of 
the other's want of courage and condud), and being 
fure, that he was very free from wiftiing well to the King, 
he thought no defeft would be farther imputed to him, 
than might well be anfwered by the having done his 
beft; and that the eminency of his perfed zeal againft 
R r 4 his 
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hisSMajefly, would weigh down all objcfliions of dif- 
fervire to the Parliament. 

But notwithftanding all this, after a long and fo- 
lemn hearing before the court of war, at St. Alban’s, 
where the Earl of ElTex then lay, which took up many 
days, he was condemned to lofe his head, “ for not having 
“ defended Briftol fo well, and fo long, as he ought to 
“ have done.” And though he had afterwards a pardon 
for his life, granted to him by the prerogative of the 
General, under his hand and feal, yet the infamy of the 
judgment could not be taken oft'; by w'hich he became 
imfit to continue an officer of the army; and the ffiame 
of it perfuaded him to quit the kingdom; fo that he 
went for fome time into foreign parts, retaining ftill the 
fame full difaffedlion to the government of the Church 
and State, and only grieved that he had a lefs capacity 
left to do hurt to either. Many looked upon this ex¬ 
ample as a foundation of great awe and reverence in the 
army, that the officers might fee, that no titles or rela¬ 
tions fhould be able to break through the ftridl difei- 
pline of war. For this gentleman was a perfon of fin- 
gular merit, and fidelity to the party that he ferved, and 
of extraordinary ufe to them in thofe cgunfels that re¬ 
quired the beft underftandings. Others thought it an 
adl of unadvifed feverity, to expofe fo eminent a perfon, 
who knew all their intrigues, upon the importunity of 
ufelefs and inconliderable perfons, to infamy; whilft 
others conlidered it as a judgment of Heaven upon a man 
who had been fo forward in promoting the public cala¬ 
mities : and no doubt, it increafed much the fadlions and 
animoftties, both in the Parliament and the army ; and 
might have done them farther raifehief, if it had not 
fallen on a man fo throughly engaged, that no pro¬ 
vocations 
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vocations could mjke him lefs of their party, o’/lefs 
concerned in their confederacy. ^ 

At this time, notliing troubled tlie King fo much, as 
the intelligence he received from Scotland, that they had 
already formed their army, and refolved to enter England 
in the winter feafon. All his confidence, which he had 
founded there upon tire faith and moft folemn profef- 
llons of particular men, without whom the nation could 
not have been corrupted, had deceived him to a man; 
and he found the fame men moft engaged againft him, 
who had, with moft folemnity, vowed all obedience to 
him. The circumftance of the time made the danger 
of the invafion the more formidable; for the Earl of 
Newcaftle, lately created a Marquis, had been compelled 
with his army, as much by the murmurs and indif- 
polition of the officers, as by the feafon of the year, to 
quit his defign upon Hull, and to retire to York; and 
the garrifon of Hull had made many ftrong infalls into 
the country, and defeated fome of his troops; fo that the 
Scots were like to find a ftrong party in that large coun¬ 
ty. However, the Marquis lent a good body of horfc 
towards the borders, to wait their option ; and no fooner 
heard of their march, which begun in January, in a great The sroiv 
froft and fnow, than himfelf marched into the bilhopric 
of Durham to attend them. The particulars of all that 
affair, and the whole tranfaeftion of the northern parts, 
where the writer of this Hiftory was never prefent, nor 
had any part in thofe counfels, are fit for a relation 
apart; which a more proper perfon will employ him¬ 
felf in. ' 

In thefe ftraits, the King confidered two expedients 
which were propofed to him, and which his Majefty di- 
re(fted fhould be both confulted in the council. The 
one was, “ that all the Peers who were then in Oxford,_ 

“ or 
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“ the King’s fcrvice, might fujgfcribe a letter to the 
“ Couhcil of State in Scotland; whereby it would appear, 
“ by the fubfeription, that above five parts of fix of the 
“ whole Nobility, and Iloufe of Peers, were in the King’s 
“ fervice, and difavowed all thofe a6f ions which were done 
“ againft him, by the pretended authority of the two 
“ Houfes; which poffibly might make fome impreffion 
“ upon the nation of Scotland, though it was well enough 
A lettei “ known before to their fcducers.” A letter was prepared 
PteTs m accordingly, expreffing “ the foulnefs of the rebellion in 
the Kinei's " England, under the reputation of the Houfes of Par- 
Coimcii tn “ liament, and the carrying on the fame, when they had 
Scotland. {jriven away, by force, much the major part of the 
“ members of both Houfes, and exprefsly againft all the 
“laws of the land:” it put them in mind of “ their 
“ obligation to the King,” and pathetically concluded 
“ with conjuring them to defift from their unjuft and 
“ unwarrantable purpofe; fince they could have no ex- 
“ cufe for profecuting the fame, from the authority of 
“ Parliament.” The letter was perufed, and debated in 
the Council, and afterwards in the prefence of all the 
Peers; and being generally approved without any diffent- 
ing voice, it was ordered to be engrolTed, and figned by 
all thofe Peers, and Privy Counfellors, who were then in 
Oxford, and to be fent to thofe who U'ere ablent in any 
of the armies, or in the King’s quarters, and to be then 
fent to the Marquis of Newcaftle; who, after he had 
figned it, with thofe Peers who were in thofe parts, was 
■ to tranfmit it into Scotland by a trumpet; all which was 
done accordingly. * 

Of all the Peers who followed the King, there was only 
one who refofed to fign this letter, the Earl of Leicefter; 
who, after many paufes and delays, whether he had not 
yet digefted his late depofal from the Lieutenancy of 

Ireland, 
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Ireland, to which the Marquis ol Ormond was deput'ji, 
and thought the difobligation of it not capable of^ re¬ 
paration, or whether he thought the King’s fortune def- 
perate, and refolved not to facrifice hirafelf to any popu¬ 
lar difpleafure, and not to provoke the Parliament farther 
than by not concurring with them; or whether he had 
it then in his purpofe to be found in their quarters, as 
Ihortly after he was, did in the end pofitively refufe to 
lubfcribe the letter; and thereby was the occafion of a 
mifchief he did not intend. For both their Majefties, 
in their fecret purpofe, had deligned him to fucceed the 
Marquis of Hertford in the government of the Prince; 
for which he would have been very proper; but upon 
this fo affefted a difcovery of a nature, and mind, liable 
to no kind of compliance, the King could not profecutc 
his piQrpofe; and fo the government of that hopeful and 
excellent Prince was committed to the Earl of Berkfhire, 
for no other reafon but becaufe he had a mind to it, 
and his importunity was verytroublefome: a man of 
any who bore the name of a gentleman, the moft unfit 
for that province, or any other that required any pro¬ 
portion of wifdom and underllanding for the difcharge 
of it. 

But it was the unhappy diftempcr of the Court at that 
time, to think that it was no matter who was employed 
in that office ; for the King nor Queen were not at all 
deceived, nor was the Earl lefs fit than they thought him 
to be ; but they thought his want of parts (his fidelity 
there was no caufe to fufpe<ft) to be of little importance: 
and a Counfellor, much trufted, fpeaking at that time 
with the Lord Jermyn, how aftoniffiing a thii^ it was 
“ to all the nation, to fee the Prince committed to fuch 
“ a governor,” he fmiled, according to his cuftom, when 
he could not aitfwer; and faid, “ it was of no moment, 

“ who 



620 


THE HISTORY EookVII, 

‘^\vJio had fte name and ftile of governor, iince the 
“ Kihg and Queen meant to be his governor, and firmly 
“ refolved that he fliould never be out of their prefeiice, 
“or of one of them;” when, within little more than 
a year after, the King found it necelTary to fever the 
Prince from himfelf, and lived not to fee him again: and 
his Majelfy then found, and lamented, that he had de¬ 
puted fuch a governor over him. 

The other expedient propofed was, “ that fince the 
“ whole kingdom was milled by the reverence they had 
“ to Parliaments, and believed that the laws and liber- 
“ ties of the people could not be otherwife preferved, 
“ than by their foie authority, and that it appeared to be 
“ to no purpofe to perfuade men that what they did was 
“ againft law, when they were perfuaded that their very 
“ doing it made it lawful, it would be therefore tlecef- 
“ fary, and could be only effeftual to convince them, 
“ that they who did thofe monftrous things were not 
“ the Paiiiament, but ai handful of defp^rate perfons, 
“ who, by the help of the tumults raifed in the city of 
“ London, had driven away the major part of the Par- 
“ liament, and called themfelvcs the Parliament, whilft 
“ they were, in truth, much the lefs, and the leaft con- 
“ fiderable part of it; which would appear manifeftly, 
“ if the King would ilTue out a proclamation, to require 
all the members who had left the Parliament at Weft- 
“ minfter, to repair to Oxford by fuch a day; where 
“ his Majefty would be willing to advife with them in 
“ matters of the greatefi: importance, concerning the 
“ peace, and diftraftions of the kingdom: by this means 
“ he might, in many things, ferve himfelf by their af- 
fiftance, and it would evidently appear by the dumber 
“ of both Houfes, whofe names would be quickly^known 
“ and publifhed, how few remained at Wefliminfterfwho 

“carried 
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“ carried on the devouring war, fo grievous to the wh'/e 
“ kingdom.” 

The King was at firft in fome apprehenfion, that luch 
a conflux of perfons together of the Parliament, who 
would look to enjoy the privileges of it in their debates, 
might, inftead of doing him fervice, do many things 
contrary to it, and exceedingly apprehended, that they 
would immediately enter upon lome treaty of peace, 
which would have no efFedl:; yet, whilft it was in fuf- 
pence, would hinder his preparation for the war; and 
though nobody more defired peace, yet he had no mind 
that a multitude Ihould be confulted upon the condi¬ 
tions of it: imagining, that things of the greatefl: im¬ 
portance, as the giving up perfons, and other particulars 
of honour, would not feem to them of moment enough 
to continue a war in the kingdom; which would have 
been true, if, as hath been faid before, the governors of 
the Parliament had not themfelves been too fearful of a 
peace, to trull any to make politic propofitions, which, 
upon refufal, might liave done good,'but being con- 
fented to had undone them, and fruftrated all their de- 
figns. 

The Council feemed much inclined to the expedient, 
and;«tany conveniences were in vievv; and it might be 
reafonably hoped, and prefumed, “ that perfons, who 
“ had that duty to obey his Majefty’s fummons, in com- 
“ ing thither, which would be none but fuch as had 
“ already abfented themfelves from Wellminllcr, and 
“ thereby incenfed thofe who remained there, would 
“ not bring ill and troublefome humours with them, to 
“ difturb that fercdcc which could only preferve d&m : 
“ but,<^ the contrary, would unite, and confpire togel&cr, 
“ to make the King fuperior to his and tl^r .enemies. 
“ And as to the advancing any propofitions of peace, 
. ' “ which 
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*\,which there could be no doubt but they would be in- 
“ dined to, nor would it be fit for his Majefty to op- 
“ pofe, there could be no inconvenience; fince their 
“ appearing in it would but draw reproach from thofe at 
“ Weftminfter, who would never give them any anfwer, 
“ or look upon them under any notion, but as private 
“ perfons, and deferters of the Parliament, without any 
“ qualification to treat, or to be treated with: which 
“ would more provoke thofe at Oxford, and, by degrees, 
“ ftir up more animofities between them.” The King 
difcovered more of hope than fear from fuch a conven¬ 
tion ; and fo, with a very unanimous confent and appro- 
The King’s bation, a proclamation was iflued out, containing the 
Jot fp™af- grounds and motives, and mentioning the league of 
fcmbiing Scotland to invade the kingdom; which was the moft 

the mem- _ o 

^ of ^ uniVerfally odious and deteftable; and fummoned all 
at Oxford, the members of both Houfes of Parliament, except only 
fuch as, having command in his Majefty’s armies in the 
North, and in the Weft, could not be difpenfed with, to 
be abfcnt from their charges, to attend upon his Majefty 
b Oxford, upon a day fixed b January next. 

The King was not all this wble without a due febe 
of the dangers that threatened him b the growth and 
improvement of the power and firength of the ehemy, 
and how impoffiblc it would be for him, without fomc 
more extraordinary affiftance, to refift that torrent, which, 
he forefaw, by the next Spring, would be ready to over¬ 
whelm him, if he made not provifion accordingly. And 
findbg, by degrees, that it was not in his powerto com- 
pofc the difturbances of England, or to prevent thofe of 
Scddand, and abhorrbg the tlronight of introducing a 
ToitigH'iation to fubdue his own fubjedls, he to 

thial (rf.,e||tt»edients which might allay the diftensife iq 
IrelsW"; ^t fo, having one of his kbgdoms in peace, 

' he 
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be might apply die power of that, towards the proof¬ 
ing it in his other dominions. He was not ignorant, how 
tender an argument that bufinefs of Ireland was, and 
how prepared men were to pervert whatfoever he faid or 
did in it; and therefore he refolved to proceed with that 
caution, that whatfoever was done in it fhould be by the 
counfel of that ftate, who were underftood to be moft 
fkilful in thofe affairs. 

The Lords Juftices, and Council, had fent a fhort pe¬ 
tition to his Majefty, which was prefented to them, in 
the name of his Catholic fubjedls, then in arms i^ainfh 
him ; by which they only delired, with full expreffions 
of duty and fubmiffion to his Majefty, “ that he would 
“ appoint fome perfons to hear what they could fay for . 

“ themfelves; and to prefent the lame to his Majefty.” 
Hereupon the King authorifed by his commiflion the 
Lord Marquis of Ormond, and fome others, to receive 
what they were ready to offer, but witliout the leaft au¬ 
thority to conclude any thing with them upon it. And 
after the receipt of this commiflion, the Marquis, find¬ 
ing that this petition was profecuted with lefs ingenuity 
than it feemed to have been prefented, was fo far from 
being indulgent to them under that notion, that he even 
then advanced againft them with his army, and gave 
them a very fignal defeat; which reformed their appli¬ 
cation, and made it more fubmifs. 

In the mean time (though in4dl adions and counfels, 
the Lords Juftices, and Council there, had yielded punc¬ 
tual obedience to all diredions from the Pajhament) .the 
affairs nf that kingdom fuffered exceedingly fat want of 
provilions, money, and ammunition, out of England; 
whic^; tl^ two Houfes of Parliament were obliged, |iad 
wej^ to that purpofc, enal^d by h|s 
Iqipmuch iS that Board, by their letters 
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Ap\^l, this prefent year, advertifed the Speaket of the 
Houfe of Commons, “ that they had beea compelled, 
“ for the prefervation of the army, to take money from all 
“ who had it, and to wreft their commodities from tlie 
poor merchants, whom they had now, by the law of ne- 
“ cellity, utterly undone, and difabled from being here- 
“ after helpful to them, in bringing tliem in viftuals, or 
“ other needful commodities: and that there were few 
“ of themfelves, or others, that had not felt their 
“ parts in the enforced rigour of their proceedings, fo 
“ as, what with fuch hard dealing, no lefs grievous to 
“ them to do, than it was heavy to others to fuffer, and 
“ by their defcending, againft their hearts, far below the 
“ honour and dignity of that power they reprefented 
“ under his Royal Majefty, they had, with unfpeakable 
“ difficulties, prevailed fo as to be able to find bread for 
“ the foldiers for the fpace of one month: that they were 
“ then expelling thence all ftrangers, and muft inftantly 
fend away for England thoufands of poor defpoiled 
“ Englifli, whofe very eating was now infu^portable to 
“ that place; and therefore, they faid, they did again 
“ earneftly and finally defire (for their confufions would 
“ not now admit the'writing of many more letters, if any) 
“ fome fupplies of vidlual and munition might, in ,pre- 
“ fent, be haftened thither to keep life, until the reft 
“ might follow; there being no viftuals inftore; nor one 
“ hundred barrels of powder; which, according to the 
“ ufual neccITary expences, befides extraordinary acci- 
“ dents, w(^d not laft above a month.” 

A copy of this letter they likewife fent to Mr. Secre¬ 
tary Nicholas, that his Majefty might be informed of 
tin ladncft of their condition, and, with it, a copy of » 
lllier i^at pro^gji’to the Board (whicli|^ 

ih thek letter to the Speaker) from the ofii- 
«, . cers 
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cers of the army; wh6, after fharp expreffions of the 
miferies they fuftaihed, and expoftulations thereupon, 
concluded, “ that if their Lordfhips would take them 
“ into their timely Conliderations, before their urgent 
“ wants made them defperate, they would feia^e them 
“ readily and faithfully; but if their Lordfhips would 
“ not find a way for their prefervations there, they hum- 
“ bly defired they might have leave to go where they 
“ might have a better being; and if they refufed to 
“ grant that, they thcmfclvcs muft then take leave to 
“ have recourfe to tliat firft and primary law, which 
“ God had endued all men with, the law of nature,' 

“ which taught all men to preferve thcmfelvcs.” 

The King was exceedingly perplexed at the receipt of 
this advertifement; apprclK'nding the ftate of his Pro- 
teftant fubjcffts in that kingdom to be almott defperate, 
the rebds receiving daily encouragement and allillance 
from foreign parts; and thereu[)on growing ftrong and 
bold; yet he forbore to intcr])ofe his own fovereign power, 
hoping this laft clear reprefentation vwnild have made fo 
deep an impreffion in the two Houfes of Parliament, 
that they would have fent fuch a full j'upply, that at Icaft 
the rebels might make no farther progrefs in vidfory, 
againft his Proteftant fubjcdls. Altout the end of May, 
the Lords Juftices and Council, having received no proba¬ 
ble hope of afliftance from the Parliament, fent an adtlrels 
immediately to his Majefty, that himlelf might conclude, 
in that exigent, what was to be done for preferv-ation of 
one of his three kingdomj. This letter, fubferibed by 
the Lords Juftices, and every member of the Council- 
Board, being the ground and |)undation of the refo- 
lulions which his Majefty afterwards took, I think ne- 
cefii^to infert in the terms of vthich itconMed; which'*^ 
werelhefe: 

s s May 
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■ May It ^'pleafeyour mojl excellent Majejly: 

An Addrcfs “ As foon as wc youT Majefty’s Juflices entered into 
juEiiccsand“ the charge of this government, we took into our con- 
iuV^hnd''“ fideratijons, at the Board, the ftate of your army here; 
tothcKing.a we find fuffering under unfpeakable extremity 
of want of all things neceflary to die fupport of their 
“ perfons, or maintenance of the war, here bebg no 
“ vidluals, clothes, or other provifions requifite towards 
“ their fuftenance; no money to provide them of any 
“ thing they want; no arms in your Majefiy’s ftores to 
“ fupply their many defedlive arms; not abos'e forty 
“ barrels of powder in your fiores; no ftrength of fer- 
“ viceable horfes being now left here; and thofe few 
“ that are, their arms for the moft part loft, or unfw- 
“ viceable; no fiiips arrived here to guard the coaft, 
and confequently no fecurity rendered to any that 
might, on their private adventures, bring in provifions 
“ of vidfuaJs, or otlicr neceflaries towards our fubliftence; 
“ and, finally, no vifible means, by fea or land, of being 
“ able to preferve for you this kingdom, and to render 
“ deliverance from utter deftrudtion to the remnant of 
your good fubjedls yet left here. 

We find, that your Majefty’s late Juftices, and this 
“ Board, have often, and fully, by very many letters, ad- 
“ vertifed the Parliament in England of the extremities 
“ of affairs here, and befought relief with all poffible 
importunity; which alfo have been fully reprefented 
“ to your Majefty, and to thf^Lord Lieutenant, and Mr. 
“ Secretary Nicholas, to be made known to your Ma- 
“ jefly: and although ^he winds have of late for many 
“ days, and often formerly, ftood very fair for acceffions 
“ of fupply forth of England hither, and that m ksve 
“Hill, with longing expedlations, hoped to find provi- 

. “ fions 
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“ fions arrive lieye, in fome degree anfweraWe to the rie^ 
“ ceffitics of your affairs; yet now, to our unfpcakable 
“ grief, after fuU fix months waiting, and much longer 
“ patience, and long fuffering, we find all our great ex- 
“ pedfations anfwered in a mean and inconfiderable 
quantity of provifions, viz. threcfcore and fifteen bar- 
rels of butter, and fourteen tun of cheefe; being but 
“ the fourth part of a fmall veflel’s lading, which w as 
“ fent from London, and arrived here tlie fifth day of 
“ this month, which is not above feven or eight days 
“ provifion, for that part of the army which lies in 
“ Dublin, and the out-garrifons thereof; no money or 
“ vidlual (other than that inconfiderable proportion of 
vidlual) having arrived in this place, as fent from the 
“ Parliament of England, or from any other fort of 
“ England, for the ufe of the army, fince the beginning 
of November laft. 

“We have, by the blefling of God, been hitherto 
“ profperous and fuccefsful in your Majefty’s affairs 
“ here, and fiiould be ftill hopeful, by the mercy of God, 
“ under the royal diredlions of your facred Majefty, to 
“ vindicate your Majefi:y’s honour, to recover your rights 
“ here, and take due vengeance on thofe traitors, for 
“ the innocent blood they have fpilled, if we might be 
“ flxengthened, and fupported therein, by needful fup- 
“ plies forth of England; but thefe fupplies having 
“ l)een hitherto expefted to come from the Parliament 
“ of England, (on which if your Majefty had not relied, 
“ we are afliired you would, in your high wifdom, have 
found out fome other means to preferve this your 
“ kingdom), and fo great and apparent a failure having 
“ happened tlierein,and all the former,and late, long con- 
“ tinuing eafterly winds, bringing us no other provifions, 
a s z “ than 
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than thofe^ few cheefes and butter, and no advertife- 
“ ments being brought us of any future fupply to be 
“ fo much as in the way hither, whereby there might be 
“ any likelihood that conliderable means of fupport for 
“ your Majefty’s army juight arrive here, in any reafon- 
“ able time, before we be totally fwallowcd up by the 
“ rebels, and your kingdom by them wrefted from you: 
“ we find ourfelves fo difappointed of our hopes from 
“ the Parliament, as mull needs trench to the utter lofs 
“ of the kingdom, if your Majefty, in your high wif- 
‘‘ (lorn, ordain not fome prefent means of prefervation 
“ for us. And conlidering that if now, by occalion of 
“ that unhappy and unexpedled failing of fupport from 
“ thence, we fhall be lefs fuccefsful in your fervices 
“ here againft the rebels, than hitherto, whilft we were 
“ enabled with fome means to ferve you, we have been, 
“ the Ihainc and difhonour may, in common conftruc- 
“ tion of thofe that know not the inwards of the caufe, 
“ be imputed to us, and not to the failings that difabled 
“ us: and confidering principally, and above all things, 
“ the high and eminent trull of your affairs here, depo- 
“ lited with us by your facred Majefty, we may not for- 
“ bear, in difeharge of our duty, thus freely and plainly 
“ to declare our humble apprehenfions, to the end your 
“ Majefty, thus truly underftanding the tcrriblenefs of 
“ our condition, may find out fome fuch means of fup- 
“ port, to preferve to your Majefty and your royal 
“ pofterity this your ancient and rightful crown and 
“ kingdom ; and derive deliverance and fafety to the 
“ remnant of your good fubjedls yet left here, as in 
“ your excellent judgment you lhall find to be molt for 
“ your honour and advantage. And fo praying the 
“ King of lungs to guide and diredl you for the belt. 
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“ in this high and important caufe, and^in all other 
“ your counfels and adtions, we humbly remain ;• 

From your Majefty s Cajlle of Dtebliu, 
the iith of May, 1643. 

There was no fober man in Ireland or England, who 
believed it to be in the King’s power to enable this people 
to carry on the war; for all men too well knew, that he 
had neither money, vidlual, ammunition, or {hipping, to 
fupply them : and therefore his Majcfty could not but 
conclude, that, by this application of that ftate to him, 
they hoped he would endeavour to extinguifh that war 
which he could not maintain. And it is very true, that, 
at the fame time with this letter, he received advice and 
information, from fome of his jjrime minifters of that 
kingdom, who were well known, and acknowledged, 
perfedfly to abhor the rebellion, “ that there was no 
“ reafonable hope of prelerving his Proteftant fuhjedfs, 
“ and his own intereft in that kingdom, but by treating 
with the rebels, and making a peace, or truce, with 
“ them.” The King well forefaw to what reproaches he 
fhould objedf himfelf, by entering into fuch a treaty with 
thofe rebels; and that they who had perfuaded many 
to believe, that he had given countenance to, if not hi- 
mented, the rebellion, againft all human evidence that 
can be imagined, would more calily gain credit, when 
they fliould be able to fay, that he had made a peace 
with them: befides that he had bound himfelf not to 
make a peace with the rebels in Ireland, without the 
confent of his two Houfes of Parliament ift England. 
On the other fide, nothing was more demonftrable, than 
that his Proteftant fubjefts there could not defend the 
little they had left, without extraordinary aid and affift- 
^ce out of England; that it was impoffible for him 

s s 3 to 
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t(J fend any them, and as that the Parliament 

would not, or could not; fo that it feemed only in his 
election, whether he would pfefeiVe the remainder of his 
Proteftant fubjefts there, and that whole kingdom, in 
dependence upon his crown, with the inconvenience of 
fome perverfe and unreafonable fcandal; or fufFer them 
to be rooted out; and undergo the perpetual obloquy of 
having loft a kingdom, when it was in his own power to 
have retained it within his fubjedlion: and whatever he 
had obliged himfelf to, in thofe acfts of Parliament 
which he had pafled for relief of Ireland, before any 
rebellion in England, was not, that there might never be 
a peace in Ireland, but that the two Houfes might co¬ 
operate with him, whereby the rebels might be reduced 
to thofe ftraits, that they might be compelled to fubmit 
to the performance of their duties: and that, inftead of 
any fuch cooperation, the two Houfes refufed to concur 
with him in any thing, and had employed thofe monies, 
which had been railed by thofe very ads, .for the relief 
of Ireland, in the maintenance of the armies which had 
given his Majefty battle in England, exprefsly contrary 
to the words of thofe ads; and therefore that his Ma¬ 
jefty might be reafonablydifengaged from thofe covenants 
on his part. 

Upon ihefe confiderations, after two months delay, to 
fee whether yet the Parliament would take care of them, 
and having received frefh importunities, and advices from 
thence, about the end of July, the King writ to the 
Lords Juftices in Ireland, “ that they fhould iffue out a 
“ commiffidh, under the Great Seal of Ireland, to the 
“ Marquis of Ormond, to treat and conclude a ceflatioft 
“ of arms with the rebels, upon fuch articles and con- 
“ ditions as he ftiould judge moft reafonable; and 
“ during that ceffation, that fuch agents as they Ihould 

make 
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“ make choice of, fhould have accefs to bis foyal Perfon, 
“ to prcfent their owmpiiopofitions for peacefo careful 
was the King not td infringe that aA of Parliament, 
which many undeiftood to be dilfolved by themfelves: 
there being no colourable claufc in it, by which it was 
not in his Majefty’s own power to make a ceflation; 
and the peace itfelf he refpited in fuch a manner, that he 
might receive advice and concurrence from the Parlia¬ 
ment, if they would not decline any farther confideration 
or care of that kingdom. 

Hereupon the Lord Marquis of Ormond, being then 
only General of the horfe there, entered upon a treaty 
with commillioners authorifed by the council at Kil¬ 
kenny; to whofe jurifdidlion the rebels had committed 
the whole government of their affairs; and articles of 
ceffation being prepared for a year, and perufed, and ap¬ 
proved by the Lords Juftices and Council, witliout whofe 
advice the Marquis would not proceed, and all the 
principal officers of the army having given it under their 
hands, being prefent likewife; at the treaty, “ that it was 
“ moft neceflary for-the prefervation of that kingdom, 
“ that a ceffation ihonld be made for a year, upon thofe 

Mticles and conditions; and the rebels undertaking to 
“ pay to his Majefty’s ufe, thirty thoufand and eight 
“ hundred pounds fterling, within a fliort time; whereof 
“ fifteen thoufand eight hundred pounds in ready money, 
“ and the other fifteen thoufand pounds, one half in 
“ money, and the other half in good beefs, at thirty 
“ pounds the fcofea ceffation ch arms w'as concluded 
by the Marquis; and publifhed, with the artiefcs and 
conditions, by the Lords Juftices and Council of Ireland, 
to begin on the fifteenth day of September, and to con¬ 
tinue for the fpace of a whole year. 

This ceflation was no fooner known in England, but 
• * s s 4 the 
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A ccflation the two HoVifcs declared againft it, with all the fharp 
concluded gloflb upon it to his Majefty’s'-dilhonour that can be 
frirdan" imagined; perfuading the people, that the rebels were 
dtfowned “ brought to their laft gafp, and reduced to fo 
by (he two >'« terrible a famine, that, like cannibals, they eat one 
wcamin. “ another, and muft have been deftroyed immediately, 
“ and utterly roofed out, if, by the Popifh counfels at 
Court, the King had not been perfuaded to confent to 
“ this ceflation.” It is one of the inftances of the 
Ifrange, fatal mifunderftanding, which pofleffed this 
time, that, notwithftanding all the caution the King ufed 
in meddling at all with the bufinefs of that kingdom from 
the time of the rebellion, and the clear difcovery of all 
particular reafons, grounds, and counfels, when he found 
if neceffary to interpofe in it, the calumnies and Handers 
raifed to his Majefty’s diflervice and dilhonour, naade a 
more than ordinary imprellion upon the minds of men, 
and not only of vulgar-fpirited {«ople, but of thofe who 
relifted all other inflifions and infe<^on. And pofterity, 
no queftion, will enquire, -from what rife or fpring this 
difadvantagc flowed ; to which enquiry I can apply no 
other fktisfadlion, bgftdes the difeafc of the time; which 
imputed all deligns to defigns upon religion, and ifhat- 
foever was done by Papifts, to the zeal of the Queen on 
the behalf of her own religion; then that the chief 
managers, and condudtors of their counfels, found it 
necelfary to aver many things of fedl upon their own 
knowledge, (by which they found the undemanding of 
men liable to be cafrtivated), which in thith were not fo : 
as I tnyfelf found by fome fober men, at fuch times as 
■there was occafion of intercourfe, and conference with 
them, that they did, upon fuch afliirance, believe that 
mie King had done fomewhat in that bufinefs of Ireland, 
(fome having avowed, that they had feen his hand to 

• fuch 
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fuch and fuch letters and iaftrudions), v^ich, upon as 
much knowledge as any man can mordlly have of a ne¬ 
gative, I am fure he never did. 

I fhall here infert, as the moft natural and proper evi¬ 
dence of the ftate of Ireland, at the time of the cefla- 
tion, and of the unanfwerable motives which prevailed 
with the King to confent to it, two letters; the one, of 
expoftulation from the two Houfes to the Lords Juftices 
and Council, which was received by them after the cef- 
fatibn agreed on, though feeming to be fent before; and 
the anfwer of that Board thereunto; with the contents 
whereof^ the King, nor any of his Council attending on 
him, was not at all acquainted, till long after their de¬ 
livery. The letters were in thefe words. 

To our very good Loyds-, the Lords Jujlices, and Council, 
for the kingdom of Ireland. 

“ Our very good Lords, 

“ The Lords and Commons in Parliament have com- a letter 
manded us to let you know, they have I’ecn your letter ""rom'th® 
“ of the tenth of June, direfted to the Speaker of the 
“ Houfe of Commons, accompanied with an ail ofM^''^"> 
“(State, in the jireamblc whereof is an expreffion to this 
“ eftedf; that your prefent difficulties arc occafioned 
“ through the failure of the Houfes of Parliament in 
“ England, who undertook the charge of tliis war. This 
“ letter, and aA of Council, were fent by his Majefty 
“ from Oxford; to whom they believe you have fent 
“ copies of both, and have juft caufe to fufpedl, that 
“ there is an impious defign now on foot, to fell for 
“ nought the crying blood of many hundred thoufands 
“ of Britiffi Proteftants, by a diffionourablc, unfuficr- 
“ able peace with the rebels; and then to lay the blagie 
“ and fhame of this upon the Parliament; a plot fuit- 
. • “ able 
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“ able to tho'fc counfels tiiat have bbth projefted and 

‘‘ fomented this unparalickd rebellbn: for thofe who 

“ contrived the powder treafon^ intended to lay it on the 

“ puritans. And although they cannot think your 

“ Lordlhips intended to further this defign by this ex- 

preflion, yet they have caufe to believe, you have for- 

“ gotten the prefeiif condition of this kingdom; the 

“ fupplics they have fent thither of all forts, even in the 

“ midft of their own wants; what relief going thither 

“ hath been taken away by fea and land, and by whom; 

“ and what difeouragements have been given them in 

“ return: fo that, as youf Lordfhips do truly obferve 

“ the Proteftant party in that city dclirous to contribute, 

“ in all things, towards prefervation of that kingdom, 

and tliat all the oppolition therein is from thofe of the 

“ Popilh party; fo ought you jufHy to conclude, that 

“ the Proteftant party in this kingdom have contributed, 

“ and are fhll endeavouring to contribute, monies, am- 

“ ftiunition, viftuals, and other neceflaries, for the fav- 

“ ing of that kingdom : and that the Popifti and Ma- 

“ lignant party here, now in arms againft the Parliament 

“ and kingdom, havjs not affifted, in the ledl meafure, 

“ this pious work; but, on the contrary^ do hinder and 

“ oppofe the fame: neither fliould your Lordfhips con- 

“ ceive, that only the chatge of that war w^as referred 

“ to, and undertaken by, the Parliament, as if theit part 

*• was to be your bankers, only to provide money for you 

“ to fpend, and were ftot to advife and diredl the manag- 

“ ing of the war; although an ad of Parliament bath 

“ invefted them with that power; which they muft af- 

“ fume and vindicate as the means to fave that king- 

“ dom; and fhall bring to condign punifhment thofe 

“ ^te, who, in this conjundure of affairs, haVe ad- 

“■ vifed the commiffion to hear what the rebels can fay, 

< 
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or profound, for their own advantage j the letters to 
diveft their comiraittee of an authority given them by 
both Houfes; and that advifed the late alteration of 
“ government there; as enemies to the weal of both 
kingdoms, and fautws of that rebellion. In the laft 
“ place, we are forbidden to tell you, what fupplies of 
money, viftuals, ammunition, and other necefTarics, 
are in good forwardnefs to be fent over, for the fupport 
“ of the officers and foldiers there, and by whofe incef- 
“ fant care; left they fhould feem to anfwer that fcandal 
“ by excufe, which deferves an high refentment. This 
“ being all we have in command for the prefent, we bid 
“ your Lordffiips farewel, and remain, 

“ Your Lordffiips’ friends to ferve you, 

Grey of JVarke, 

“ Speaker of the llotife of Lords pro tempore; 

“ IVilliam LenthaU, 

“ Speaker of the Commons lioufe in Parliament. 

“ The Lords and Commons w-ill examine the dc- 
“ meSnour of the ffiips appointed to guard thofe coafts; 
“ and might have expedfed a copyof Mountrofe’s letter 
“ to Colonel Crawford, which came to your hands before 
“ the loth of June ; and, happily, would difeover the 
" treafon of the rebels, font by your enemies to deftroy 
“ you; as well as a complaint of thofe fea-captains, fent 
“ by your friends to defend you ; whofe neglccfts and 
“ mifdeeds are notwithftanding to be puniffied, accord- 
“ ing as their demerits ffiall appear.” 

Wefiminfier^ the of July, 1643. 
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To our very ^ood Lord, the Lord Speaker of the Right 
Hs-nourable the Lords Houfe of Parliament, in the 
kingdom of England ; and to our very loving friend, 
IFdliam Lenthall, Efq. Speaker of the Honourable 
Commons Houfe in Parliament, in the /aid kingdom. 

“ Our very good Lord, and Mr. Speaker of the Com- 
“ mons Houfe in Parliament, 

The i.o.d5 “ letters of the fourth of July laft dirc< 5 l:ed 

aufwtr' “ coming, as they came not to 

“ our hands until the fixth of Oftober. By thofe your 
“ letters, you fignify, that the Lords and Commons in 
“ Parliament have commanded you to let us know, 
“ that they have feen our letters of the tenth of June, 
“ direAed to the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, 
“ accompanied with an aft of State, in the preamble 
“ whereof there is an expreffion to this effeft ; that our 
prefent difficulties were occafioned through the failure 
“ of the Houfes of Parliament in England,.who under- 
“ took the charge of this war: to which expreffion, it 
“ feems, exception is taken, and interpretations made 
“ thereof, far otherwifc we are fure than was intended by 
“ us; and, as we conceive, otherwife than the true fenfe 
“ of thofe words can bear. It is true, that when we 
“ were neceffitated to fet on foot the new impolition, 
“ raifed here in nature of an excife, towards keeping 
“ this army from periffiing by famine, it became necef- 
“ fary to exprefs, in the aft of Council whereby we or- 
“ dered it, the reafons inducing us to fet on foot here a 
“ thing fo unknown to his Majefty’s laws, and gracious 
“ government, and the difficulties wherewith we con- 
“ tended, which did neceffitate that refolution ; ahd in 
expreffing thofe difficulties, we ufed that expreffion, 

•''«to 
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to fhew whence our. difEculties were occafioned; and 
“ that we have therein declared the truth, we crave leave 
■“ to mind you of fome particulars. 

“ If we Ihould look fo far back as to repeat the fub- 
ftance of many difpatches fent from tliis Board, fince 
“ the beginning of this rebellion; fome to our very good 
“ Lord, the Lord Lieutenant of this kingdom; fome to 
“ the Lords, and others, members of both Houfes, his 
Majefty’s commiffioners for the affairs of this king- 
“ dom; and fome to the Speaker of the Commons Houfe 
of Parliament there ; it would prove a voluminous 
“ work; and therefore we forbear to look farther back 
inm.thofe difpatches, than to the time when the com- 
“ mittee fent thence hither, were here; who, at their 
“ arrival here, in the end of Odtober 164a, brought 
“ with them fome money and proviiions, but far fhort 
“ of that which the neceffities of this army required ; 
“ and indeed fo inconfiderable, in refpedt of thofc ne- 
“ ceffities, as even before that committee departed, they 
faw the money they had brought, wholly iflued; 
“ and the high and unavoidable ncceffity of a farther, 
“ fpeedy, and plentiful fupply of n;oncy, and other pro- 
“ vilions. By letters from this Board of the aofh of 
“ January 1642, and direded to the Speaker of tlic 
“ Commons Houfe of Parliament there, it was fignified 
“ thither, that the provilions of viduals here were theii 
“ at the very bottom; that that committee then here, had 
“ certified thither thofe wants; that if a pcrfonal fupply 
“ of vidual arrived not here very fpeedily, the army could 
" not fubfift, but muff have been conftrained to difband, 
“ to the lofs of this kingdom, and utter deftrudion of 
“ the few fubjeds here : that the want of treafure hjrc, 
“ to pay the army, enforced this Board to iffue vidual 
“ to the common foldier, and others, towards their pay, 
. ' “ which 
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which did the foojwr exhauft the magazine ojf victual; 
“ that the captains, and other officers, not having relief 
“ that way, were reduced to great extrenrities, as had 
“ been formerly often reprefented thither; and therefore 
this Board, by tlie faid letters, then moved, that trea- 
“ fure might be fent us fpeedily, fo to redeem the ofli- 
‘‘ cers from tlie calamities they fuffered, and this Roard 
“ from their unfupportable clamours; and to enable the 
“ payment, in fome part, in money to the common fbl- 
“ diet; fo to make the victual vye then expcdled, to 
“ hold out the longer. 

“ It was alfo by thofe letters then advertifed tliitljcr, 
“ that the extremities of the officers of the army had 
begotten fo mucli difeontent amongff; them, as divers 
“ colonels, and odwrs of them, prefeoted at this Board 
a remonftrance, whereof a copy was then fent indofed 
“ in the faid letters; which remonftrance did exceedingly 
“ trouble and perplex us, left it might beget fuel; dil- 
“ tradions amongft us, as might give too much ad van- 
“ tage to the rebels. But, after full debate thereof 
“ at this Board, it was here diredled, tliat in prefent, to 
“ render fome fubfiftence to the officers, until treafure 
“ arrived forth of England, every man in this city fliould 
“ bring in half of his plate, to be paid for it when trea- 
“ fure arrived; whereupon fome plate was brought in, 

“ and applied towards the army. This Board did alfo 
“ fignify by thofe letters, that without fome fpeedy re- 
lief forth of England, tire burden here was become 
“ too heavy to be borne; and therefore, jn difeharge of 
** our duty to God, to our gracious Sovereign, to that 
kingdom, and to diis, we held ouxfelves boimd clearly 
« to make known, that unlefs we were fpeedily fupjdicd 
jrora thence with mon^, arms, and vidlual, M winuld 
“ be jmpoffible for us any farther to prpfecute this war. 
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or to prcferve from fudden eoafufiop this ftate and go- 
“ vernment: (b iiigljly did tire difcootent of the pfficers, 

“ and the difordcr (rf the foldicrs, threaten us, that it 
“ migiit be eafily apprehended, what, in all human pro- 

bability, muft become of us, when it was tlicn evi- 
“ dent, tliat here was no money, nor any poflibility of 
“ procuring any m this city; when our viduals were 
“ I'pcnt; when a great part of the aimy had no arms; 

“ upon which we doubted, and feared, for tlie reafons in 
“ thofe letters exprefled, tliat the foldiers would make 
“ prey of us and this city at laft; and when we faw that 
“ the deftnuftion, then threatened againft us, muft then 
“ go farther, even to the lofs of this crown, and king- 
“ dom ; and to the highly endangering of that kingdom 
“ alfo; which, for the honour of his Majefty, and die 
“ Englifh nation, we by our faid letters delired might, 

“ by the wifdom of that honourable Houfe, be fpeedily 
“ prevented, by haftening away, with all poflible fpeed, 

“ fupply of money, arms, and vitiluals. 

“ By other letters of tliis Board, diretfted to Mr. 

“ Speaker, and dated the faid aoth of January 1642, it 
“ was advcrtiled thither, that it was become of abfolutc 
“ neceflity, that there fhould be fent us from thence, 

“ fpeedily, fix hundred light geldings for recruits, to be 
“ de&lked out of the entertainments of thole who 
“ fhould receive them. By other letters from this Board, 

“ of the lame date, dire< 5 ted to Mr* 3peakcr, it was fig- 
“ nified thither, that we had coatraAed an agreement 
“ here with Theodore Schout, and Jacob Ablin, mer- 
“ chants, that Anthony Tyrenes, in London, or Daniel 
“ Wibrant, in Amfterdam, ftjould receive feven thou- 
“ fand eight hundred fourfcorc and thirteen pounds three 
“ fhiftmgs; for which the laid Theodore and Jacob had 
“ undertaken, by their agreement with us, to buy in 

“ Holland, 
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" Holland, and to tranfport from thence hither, at their 
“ own sharge and adventure, feveral proportions of arms 
“ mentioned in a docket, then fent inclofed in our faid 
“ letters; and they undertook fo to fecure it by infurance, 
“ and provide fuch a fhip of force, as we might be 
“ afllircd to have all thofe arms arrive here by the tenth 
“ of March now laft paft. And we, by our faid letters, 
“ earneftly befought that the faid fum of feven thoufand 
“ eight hundred fourfeore and thirteen pounds three 
“ fhillings might, by order of that honcurable Houfc, 
“ be fpeedily paid to the faid Tyrenes, or Wibrant, that 
“ thofe provifions might arrive here by the tenth ofe 
“ March ; that we might not lofe the advantage of tlie 
“ then next Spring, for recovering of fuch of fhe fea-ports, 
“ and other places of importance, as the rebels had gotten; 
“and for proceeding effedlually in this war. Thofe 
“ letters alfo moved for other provifions of war, which 
“ we conceived might be had in England in reafonable 
“ time. And we then fent a docket of thofe alfo; 
“ defiring earneftly they might be fent us fpeedily. And 
“ altliough there was an agent fent from hence in No- 
“ vember 1641, to folicit the difpatches fent from hence, 

“ who attended at London, when thofe our letters were 
“ fent hence ; yet of fo great importance was that dif- 
“ patch, requiring inftant and fpeedy ariiwer and fupply 
“ from thence, as we adjudged it neceffary to give fpecial 
“ inftrudions to the Lord Conway, and others, (befides 
“ that agent then there attending), to move his Ma^%, 

“ and folicit the Houfes of Parliament, to liaften unto 
“ us, with all poflible fpced, the provifions in thofe 
“ letters contained: and that there might notliing be 
“ omitted, that by felicitation could be obtained, ^ere 
“ were agents alfo fent thither from the army to foli(dt 
“ for them. By letters from this Board of the twentieth 

“of 
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“ of Pebraary 164a, direfted to Mr. Speaker, we again 
“ defired, with all poffible earneftnefs, that the prcJvifions 
“ of all forts, exprelTed in thofe three letters of the 
“twentieth of January, and the dockets therewith fcnt, 

“ might be haftened to us; and that the faid feven 
“ thoufand eight hundred fourfcore and thirteen pounds 
“ three Ihillings, for arms to be provided in Holland, 

“ might be fpeedily paid. And in thofe laft letters we 
“ again fignified our miferable and unfpeakable want of 
viftuals, arms, munition, money, Ihoes, and other 
“ necelTaries; and that if the fupplies we moved for 
** came not fpeedily, we were unavoidably in danger to 
“ ba/as much devoured by our own wants, as by the 
“ fword of the rebels; and that our want of corn was 
fo much the more, in regard that, b confidence to be 
“ plentifully fupplied forth of England, we caufed great 
“ dcftrucftion to bf made of corn; there being in- 
“ deed nothing conducing more to the deftrudlion of 
“ rebels, than the burning of all corn. 

“ We alfo then fignified the necellity of fending a 
“ fjjrther fupply of powder and match; and we declared, 

“ that no words could fufficiently exprefs tire greatnefs 
“ of the danger we Ihould incur, if oiu fupplies came 
“ not fpeedily: that the plate brought in amounted not 
to one thoufand tw'o hundred pounds; a fum very in- 
confiderable towards relief of the officers. By letters 
“ of this Board of the twenty-fifth of February 1642, 

“ direfted to Mr. Speaker, we fignified, that when our 
means from thence failed, and our credits cou||^ hold 
“ out no longer, we were conftrained, towards relief of 
“ the army, to force from the Proteftant merchants here, 

“ as well Engliflv as ftrangers, not only the commodities 
“ they had brought hither, but the native commodities 
" alfo; undertaking to them that they Ihould receive 
TOL. n!p. I. Tt “payment 
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” payment at London; which failing, that thofe that 
wouid fupply us were difheartened, and durft not 
“ come hither with commodities; wherefore we again, 
“ bfy thofe letters, befought fpeedy fupply from thentc ; 
“ declaring that otherwife the army and we muft 
perifh; and fo far we were tranfported with grief, in 
“ the confideration of the high extremities of this 
“ kingdom, and army, as we did, by thofe letters, la- 
“ ment for the fhamc and dilhonour, which we then 
“ forefaw would refledl: upon the Englilh nation, if then, 
“ after fo long and often forewarnings, given by us to 
“ that honourable Houfe, this kingdom were loft, and 
“ that for want of fupplies from thence; wherein we 
“ then declared, that all the comfort left us was, that 
“ we had done our parts, and difeharged our duties to 
“ God, to his Majefty, and to all his kingdoms, who 
“ muft have borne their parts with us in fo heavy a 
“ loft. 

“ By letters from this Board, dated the twenty-third of 
March 1642, diredled to Mr. Speaker, we lignified 
“ that our wants enforced us to diftribute the folcjjers, 
“for their \i(n:ua)s, in and throughout this city and 
“ fuburbs; which, we lignified, could not long hold, 
“ confidering the poverty of this place ; and therefore, 
“ to avoid utter confufion, we did again and again befeecjl 
“ moft earneftly, that, above all things, vidluals and 
“ munition might be fent us fpeedily; and that money, 
“ arms, clothes, fhoes, and other provifions might alfo 
“ be^t; declaring, that if they yet came fpeedily, the 
“ kingdom, and his Majefty’s forces here, might be 
“ thereby redeemed out of part of their diftreffes; and 
“ we enabled, by the blcffing of God, to give his Ma- 
“ jefty fuch an account of this kingdom, as would be 
for the gk)ry of the King our mafter, and the honour 

“of 
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of the Englifh nation, in the fubduirig this horrid 
“ rebellion ; which, by reafon pf our wants, and in no 
“ other refpeit, was then grown very terrible : and we 
“ did again call for the provilions, moved for by our 
“ feveral former letters of the twentieth of January, and 
“ twentieth of February, and for the payment of the 
“ feven thoufand eight hundred fourfeore and thirteen 
“ pounds three fhillings, for arms to be provided in 
“ Holland, and thofe alfo which we expedl from London ; 
“ declaring, that unlefs thofe fupplies came, we fhould 
“ be difabled from doing fervice on the rebels the then 
“ next Spring, or the then fucceeding Summer; and 
“ muft undoubtedly put the rebels into a condition of 
“ prevailing againft us, which we well believed the 
“ kingdom of England would never have permitted 
“ againft fo faithful fervants and valiant foldiers, as his 
“ Majefty yet had here. 

“ By thofe letters alfo we lignified, that it was neceflary 
“ that there fhould be here, at this harbour of Dublin, 
“ by the middle of April, at leaft two fliips of good 
“ ftrength; and that the fhips defigned for guarding tlie 
“ other parts of the coafts of thisJkingdom, fhould be 
baftened away with all poUible fpeed. By letters 
ll^om this Board directed to Mr. Speaker, dated the 
Ppjurth of April 1643, we reprefented again the un- 
.*^-fpeakable miferies of the officers and foldiers, for want 
of all things; and all thofe made the more infup- 
“ portable, in the want of food; and that this city was 
“ then apparently found to be unable to help us, as it 
“ had formerly done; and repeated again, in as lively 
“ terms as we could, the high extremities fallen, and 
“ increafing upon us; declaring, that we were enforced 
“ to fee, who had any thing yet left him not taken from 
■“ him, to help us; and that although there were but few 
• T t 2 “ fuch. 
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fuch, and fotne poor merchants, whom we had for- 
“ merly, by the law ofneceffity, utterly undone; yet, 
" that we were forced to wreft their commodities from 
“ them : that there were few here, of ourfclves or others, 
“ that had not felt their parts in the enforced rigour of 
“ our proceedings towards preferving the army ; and we 
“ earneftly delired, that his Majefey, and the Englifli 
“ nation, might not fuffer fo great, if’not irrecoverable 
“ prejudice and difhonour, as muft unavoidably be the 
“ confcquence of our not being relieved fuddenly; but 
that yet, although it were then even almofi; at the 
“ point to be too late, fupplies of vidluals, and munition, 
in prefent might be haftened hither, to keep life, 
“ until the reft might follow: declaring alfo, that there 
“ was no vidlual in the ftore, and that there would not 
“ be an hundred barrels of powder left, when the out- 
“ garrifons, as they muft then inftantly have been, were 
“ fupplied; and that the refidue of our provifions muft 
alfo come fpeedily after, or otherwife* that England 
could not hope to fecure Ireland, or fecure themfelves 
“ againft Ireland; but in the lofs of it, muft look for 
“ fuch enemies from hence, as would perpetually difturb 
“ the peace of his Majefty, and his kingdom of Englan^ 
and amdng them, by fea and land, as we had '< 

“ formerly reprefented thither ; tVhich mifehieft'^' 

“ fignified might yet be prevented, if we were but tl®' 
“ forthwith enabled, from thenCe, with means to over- 
“ come this rebellion. 

“We then alfo again renewed our requefts for the 
“ provifions mentioned in our letters of the twentieth of 
“ January, and for the payment of the fcven thoufand 
“ eight hundred fourfeore and thirteen pounds three 
“ Ihillings, for arms to be provided in Holland, befides 
“ thofe we expedled from London; we then, alfo fent, 

“ inclofed 
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“ inclofed in our letters to Mr. Speaker, a copy of 
“ writing, ligned by fundry officers of the army,.which 
“ was in a ftile threatening much danger; whereby ap- 
“ peared the high neceffity of haftening treafure hither 
“ to pay them, and the reft of the officers, and provide 
“ vidfual for the foldiers. On the tenth of April 1643, 
“ we received letters from Mr. Speaker, of the feventeenth 
“ of March, in anfw'er to our letters of the twentieth 
“ and twenty-fifth of Febniary. Thofc letters from 
“ Mr. Speaker advifed free trade and truck to be given 
“ to merchants, by taking our native commodities, that 
cannot be manufadtured here, for>their corn, and other 
vidluals, and carrying them into England, or other 
“ places not prohibited. And by our letters diredled to 
Mr. Speaker, dated the twenty-fecond of April, in an- 
“ fwer to his faid letters of the feventeenth of March, 
“ we made it appear, that that defign could not hold to 
“ derive benefit to this army. By thofe our letters we 
fignified alfo, that the necellities of the army Itill 
“ prefled us, by degrees, to break the merchants here, 
“ by wrefting their commodities from them,upon promife 
“ of fatisfadlion in England : that ^the failing of that 
“ latisfadfion in England, as it had undone them, fo had 
“ it infinitely prejudiced the fervice here: that w'e cn- 
H gaged the word of this State, to procure payment to 
“ many others, out of the next treafure that fliall arrive 
” forth of England, (which courfes, though very hard, 
“ did help us for a time); that when thofe failed, we 
“ begun at ourfelves, then at others, then at all frater- 
“ nities, and corporations, as bakers, brewers, butchers, 
“ vintners, and the like ; then at all particular perfuns 
“ obferved to have any vifiblc fubftance, not being able 
“ tp fpare poor men, who (to gain a poor li\ ing) made 
“ profeflTion, fome of felling hot waters, and fotnc of 
T t 3 “ cutting 
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‘‘ cutting tobacco: that in the end, all other means 
failing, we had recourfe to the only native commodity, 

“ hides; feizing on all that could be found, either on 
“ Ihip-board, ready to be exported hence, (with purpofe 
“ in fome of the owners of them to return vidluals 
“ hither; which we were not able to wait for), or on 
“ Ihore; prepared for fhip-board; and made ufe of 
them to get the army in a few days bread, ftill hoping 
“ provifions of vidlual might come to keep them alive ; 

“ which did draw upon us infinite clamour. 

“ And by the faid letters we earneftly befought, that 
“ before we fhould be utterly fwallowed up in the con- 
“ fufion of affairs, wherewith we were befet, the deftruc- 
“ tion of this ftate, and army, and kingdom, being then 
no lefs feared to arife from the army, though fent 
“ hither for their prefervation, than from the fiiry of the 
“ rebels, if that honourable Houfe would not look back 
“ into all our feveral letters fent thither, which we then 
“ declared fhould for ever acquit its before God, and the 
“ world ; as having difeharged our duties to God, to his 
“ Majefty, and to this his kingdom, in fully, and timely, 

“ and often reprefeoting thither the evils then ready to 
“ feize upon this ftate, the army, and the kingdom, and 
“ the means of preventing them; yet at laft they would 
“ be plcafed to review our faid feveral letters of tht- 
“ twentieth and twenty-fifth of February, of the twentieth 
“ of January, twenty-third of March, and fourth of 
April. Wc then alfo fignified that the foldiers, preffid 
“ through wants, attempted tumults and mutiny, pluh- 
“ dered divers of the inhabitants of this city, as well 
“ Englifh and Proteftants, as others: that vie apprthend- 
“ ed thofe diforders but beginnings of what, we doubted, 
“ would then fhortly enfuc, even the ranfack of this 
“ city, if, by fupplies forth of England, it were hot 

“pre- 
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“ prevented: that then there would be no refuge left, 
“ either for the army, or other Englilh here: that we 
“ were not able to fend out the foldiers, for want of 
“ money to furnilh ordinary neceffities, and of ammuni- 
“ tion: wherefore we then again earneftly moved, that 
“ feme means might be found for complying with our 
“ defires, in thofe our feveral letters exprelfed; certify- 
“ ing, that the ftate of affairs here could not poffibly 
“ admit the leaft deferring; and that no help was to be 
“ expedled from hence; as we had often, and fully, in 
“ former letters, fignified thither: that if it were not 
“ immediately fupplied forth of England with powder, 
“ we fhould not be able to defend ourfelves, or offfnd 
“ the rebels; and that, above all things, munition, 
“ money, and vidfuals, were, of nccelftty, to be fent in 
“ the firft place; and the other provifions to be fent 
“ after, which alfo we certified moft needful to be done 
“ with all poffible fpeed. 

“ By our letters of the fixth of May 1643, directed 
“ to Mr. Speaker, we fignified how neceffary it was, that 
“ the intended eftablifhment Ihould be confidered there, 

and put into fuch a way as to be made perfeeft, and, 
“ receiving his Majefty’s gracious approbation, might 
“ be fent hither; which we defired to be haftened, that 
“ the officers, who daily labour in the public ferviccs, 
“ might the better know what they are to have; of 
« which eftabliffiment we have not yet had any return. 
“ By our letters to Mr. Speaker of the nth of May 
“ 1643, we fignified, that although by letters from Mr. 
“ Speaker, dated the 17 th day of March, it was adver- 
“ fifed hither, that fix weeks provifion of viduals, for 
‘‘ each province, was in preparing, yet that it was not 
« come, or if it was come, that it was a fupply far be- 
“ low that which was neceflary to be then fent hither. 
. ’ T t 4 “ And 
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“ And we then again repeated the miferable condition 
“ of this army, through want of all things, efpecially 
“ money, vidluals, clothes, arms, and munition: that 
“ there were not above forty barrels of powder in the 
“ ftore, (a mean and inconfiderable quantity for this 
army, on whom depends the prefervation of the king- 
“ dom), and we again defired, in cafe of fo high and 
“ eminent danger, and that with all poffible importunity, 
‘^'that a courfe might be then inftantly taken for halfen- 
“ ing away powder with all fpeed, and that the other 
“ provilions alfo of all forts, mentioned in our former 
“ feveral letters of the 20th of January, 20th and 25th 
“ of February, the 23d of March, and the 4th and 
“ 22d of April, might be alfo haftened away ; and that 
“ the feven thoufand eight hundred and fourfeore and 
“ thirteen pounds three fhillings, for arras to be pro- 
“ vided in Holland, befides thofe we expedted from 
“ London, might be paid. 

“ By thofe letters alfo we fignified, that we could not 
“ but lament our misfortune, and tlie difhonour refleft- 
“ ing on the Englilh nation, that the feafon of the year 
“ fhould be fo far entered into, and yet (notwithftanding 
“ all the reprefentations, often, and timely enough made 
“ thither of affairs here) no means put into our power 
“ to make ufe thereof, in a vigorous profecution of the '• 
“ war; but inftead thereof, notwithftanding all the en- 
“ deavour and induftry here ufed to prevent it, we then 
beheld ourfelves funk deeply into a gulph of confu- 
“ lion, and diftrefs of affairs, being equally in danger to be 
“ devoured through our wants, or to be .deflToyed by 
“ the rebels, for want of needful habiliments of war to 
“ enable our defence, as had been formerly ofteiv and 
“ fully declared thither; and therefore We again prefled 
“ tQ be redeemed from the terriblenefs of our con- 

dition. 
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“ dition, by fuch timely acceffions of fupplies fortli of 
“ England, as were contained in our faid former dif- 
“ patches. 

“ By our letters to Mr. Speaker, dated the i6th of 
“ May 1643, we defired that 320!. might be paid there, 
“ as we had formerly defired, for fundry particulars nc- 
“ ceflary for the chirurgeons of this army; there being 
“ a great want thereof for the cures of wounded men. 
“ And then we fent, and employed Sir Thomas Wharton, 
“ Knight, a member of this army, purpofdy to folicit 
“ the means of our relief, that fo we might omit nothing 
“ that we conceived might conduce to the liaftening of 
“ our expeded fupplies. And by our letters of the 
“ 16th of May, then fent to Mr. Speaker, we lignified, 
“ that the kingdom was then in more danger than ever 
“ to be forced out of our hands, for want of timely fup- 
“ plies out of England; and we defired moft earneftly, 
“ that his difpatch might be haftened for our preferva- 
“ tion, that, if it were poflible, the King and kingdom 
“ of England, might yet then be preferved from that 
“ irrecoverable prejudice and dilhonour, which muft 
“ neceflarily accompany and follow the lofs of this 
“ kingdom. 

“ And here we may not omit to mention, tliat we 
“ prevailed with divers perfons to advance provifions to 
“ us, at feveral times, to anfwer the crying neceflities of 
“ this army; and to fome we gave our bills, in nature 
“ of bills of exchange, and to others, our own bonds, 
“ undertaking repayment at London by the Parliament 
“ there; which we did in confidence to find ready pay- 
“ ment there accordinglyand we do not yet hear that 
“ thofe bills of exchange, or bonds, arc yet paid tliere; 
“ bu.t we find fome of the parties ready to fue and im- 

“ plead 
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“ plead us hcr-e, for thofe debts, though contradled only 
“ for the public fervice. 

“ Which proceeding of this Board, from time to 
“ time, we thus at large deduce, that fo it may appear 
“ frdly that we have difeharged thofe duties which we 
” owe to his Majcfty, and to the truft of his Majefty’s 
“ affairs here, in reprefenting thither fully, and timely, 
'' and often, the w'ants and extremities to which this 
“ kingdom and army were reduced, and the means re- 
“ quifitc to be fent for relief and prefervation of both; 
“ and yet in all that time, namely from the faid 
“ twentieth day of January 1642, to the tenth of June 
“ 1643, which is the day of the date of our letters, to 
“ which yours of the fourth of July is an anfwey, or 
“ from that time to this, there arrived here, as fent from 
the Parliament of England, towards the relief of this 
“ army, and for maintenance of this war, but the par- 
“ ticulars following, viz. forty nine thoufand two hun- 
“ dred forty eight pounds of butter; forty nine thoufand 
“ fix hundred forty nine pounds of cheefe; four hun- 
“ dred forty feven barrels and a half of wheat and rye; 
“ three hundred thrccfcorc and feven barrels of peafe; 
“ and three hundred fifty fix barrels of oats; alfo five 
hundred fuits of cloth, one thoufand caffocks, two 
“ thoufand eight hundred and eighteen caps; alfo eight 
“ and twenty hundred three quarters and one pound of 
“ match, thirty eight hundred two quarters and nine 
“ pound of foot, and three hundred threefcore and four- 
“ teen barrels of powder; of which grovifions of mimi- 
“ tion, there were three hundred and one and forty bar- 
“ rels of powder, and five hundred fifty five pound two 
“ quarters and four and twenty pound of match, which 
“ was the munition we had contraded for here, and in 

“ the 
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the way, coming from Holland, was intercepted at fea, 
“ and carried to Calais, and afterwards fet free ^here by 
“ the mediation of his Majefty, and the Houfes of Parlia- 
“ ment in England, but the price thereof Hands charged 
“ on the faid Houfes of Parliament. 

This was not above a week’s provifion, or there- 
abouts, of victuals, for the army in Lemfter, being 
“ fifteen regiments of foot, and twenty two troops of 
“ horfe, and four troops of dragoons, befides train of 
artillery, and four hundred firelocks; fo as certainly 
there was a failure in fupplying us, and that failure was 
“ not occafioned through any negleft on our parts, in 
“ not reprefenting thither the wants and extremities en- 
dured by this army; and the means of their fupply is, 
“ as we conceive, very clear by thofe feveral difpatchcs 
“ fent from us to Mr. Speaker. And feeing, that the 
“ charge of this war was referred to, and undertaken by, 
“ the Houfes of Parliament of England, and that by 
thofe difpatches they fully underftood the condition 
“ of afiairs here, we offer it to any man’s confideration, 
“ whether or no we had not juft caufe to conceive, and 
“ accordingly to cxprefs in that a^t of Council, that our 
“ difficulties, which were neceffary to be mentioned in 
that aft, were occafioned through the failure of the 
“ Houfes of Parliament in England. 

“ And whereas you write, that the Lords and Com- 
“ mons in Parliament do believe we have fent copies of 
“ our faid letters and aft of Council to his Majefty, it is 
“ true, that we have fo done; and therein acquitted our- 
“ felves towards that duty which we owe him; and had 
“ failed in our/duties, if we had done otherwife. But 
■ “ how from that, as we conceive, neceffary and true ex- 
“ preffion of ours in the faid aft of Council, or from our 
fending a copy thereof, and of our faid letters, to his 

“ Majefty, 
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“ Majefty, thore can be any juft caufe to fufpedl (as 
“ your Jetters feem to infer) there is fuch an impious 
“ defign now on foot, as your letters mention, we con- 
“ fefs we do not underftand, or any defign at all other 
“ than the needful fettling here of the impofition, in 
“ nature of an excife, in thofe our letters and a£l of 
“ Council mentioned; without which this army could 
not have fubfifted to this time; and was prefled by the 
“ committee from the Parliament here, but then avoided; 
“ our hopes being then more, and our neceffities not fo 
“ great as they were when we laid it. And as we find 
“ by your letters, that the Lords and Commons in Par- 
“ liament there ■ have done us the right, by your faid 
“ letters, to fignify that they cannot think we intended, 
“ by that expreffion, to farther the defign in your letters 
“ mentioned, fo we hold it neceflary to declare, that we 
“ neither have forgotten, nor can forget, the prefent con- 
“ dition of that kingdom; but we hatx a long time be- 
“ held, and ftill behold, and lament with bleeding hearts, 
“ the woful condition of that kingdom, and how God’s 
“ hand is ftill ftretched out againft us, in thofe heavy 
“ diftradtions there; yet we comfort ourfclves with hope, 
“ that God, in mercy to his Majefty, and to all his 
“ kingdoms and people, will at length, in his own good 
“ time, anfwer the prayers and tears of us his Majefty’s 
“ fervants, and many thoufands of others his good fub- 
jeefts there, and here, continually poured out for his 
“ Majefty, and his kingdom, in removing that heavy 
“ judgment, and fettling peace and tranquillity there, to 
“ the glory of God, the honour of his Majefty, and 
“ the joint happinefs of all his fubjc(fts„,in all his king- 
‘‘ doms and dominions. 

“Nor have we forgotten the fupplies of all forts fent 
“ hither by the Parliament, but do very well remember 

them. 
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them. But wc confefs we know not what relief 
“ coming hither hath been taken away, either by fea or 
“ land, or by whom, or what difeouragement hath been 
“ given them in return: only we have heard, that the 
“ Ihipping, employed by the rebels at Wexford, did 
“ give them fome interruption at fea; and that was oc- 
“ cailoned by neglcft of duty in thofe who commanded 
“ the Ihips defigned for the guard of the coafts of tliis 
“ kingdom : and the faid fhip bound hither from Hol- 
land with munition, which we had contradled for here, 
“ was intercepted at fea, and carried to Calais, and after- 
“ wards fet free there, by the mediation of liis Majefty 
“ and the Houfes of Parliament in England. And we 
“ find that fome fliips, fent hither it feems at firft with 
“ provifions from London, and other fiiips bound hither 
with provifions on private men’s adventures, were 
“ taken away even from this harbour, a few days before 
“ the ceffation of arms here, as they were coming in, and 
“ carried to Liverpool, by one Captain Daulk, a perfon 
‘‘ employed by the two Iloufes of Parliament there, in 
“ the command of a fhip; and that fhip commanded by 
Daufk, and other fhips employed at Liverpool, do 
“ now, and have a long time ftayed on that fide, laden 
“ with provifion of vidfuals, coals, and other neceflary 
‘‘ relief bound from thence hither to be fold; which, if 
“ they had arrived here, would have brought great relief 
“ to this army, and the inhabitants in this city, though 
‘‘ on the adventure of the bringers; which we hold ne- 
ceflary to reprefent thither, to the end that their un- 
‘‘ charitablenefs towards thofe poor men that would ad- 
“ venture hithe/to relieve us, and their inhumanity to- 
‘‘ wards this dinrefied army and city, and many of his 
“ Majeftys Proteftant fubjeds therein, might appear fo, 
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“ is they, or others, may not prefumc hereafter to offend 
“ in that kind. 

“ And whereas you write, that we fhould not conceive 
“ that only the charge of this war was referred to, and 
undertaken by, the Parliament, as if their part were to 
“ be our bankers, only to provide monies for us to fpend, 
and were not to advife and diredf the managing of the 
^ war; we confefs we neither did, nor do conceive the 
“ Parliament there to be bankers for us; but did efteem 
** them, as thofe to whom the King our mafter referred 
“ the charge of this war, and to whom, as fo entrufted 
“ by his Majefty, this Board, from time to time, made 
“ application; and if any advice had come from them, 
“ concerning the managing of the war, we fhould have 
“ endeavoured to have made the beft ufe thereof, 
“ for the furtherance of his Majefty’s fervice here. And 
“ here we hold it neceffary to declare, that when we un- 
“ derftood, that his Majefty, at the humble delire of the 
“ Lords and Commons of Parliament in England, had, 
“ in April 1642, granted a coramiflion to fomc mem- 
“ bers of both Houfes, for ordering and difpofing all 
“ matters there, for .the defence, relief, and recovery of 
“ this kingdom; and that his Majefty commanded all 
“ his officers, minifters, and fubjeefts of his kingdoms of 
England and Ireland, to be obedient, aiding, and 
“ aflifting to the faid commiflioners in the due execution 
“ of the faid commiffion; and that by his Majefty’s in- 
“ ftrurftions, annexed to the faid commiffion, his Ma- 
“ jefty gave it in charge to thofe commiflioners, to ad- 
“ vertife his Lieutenant of Ireland, the Council, and other 
“ governors and commanders here, vwhat they con- 
“ ceived to be needful for the profecuti in of the war in 
the beft manner, for the defence of this his kingdom, 

“ and 
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“ and eafe of tlie great charges and expences, whi(fh, by 
occafion of this rebellion, lay upon his loving*fubje(fts 
“ of his kingdom of England: we therefore, by our 
“ letters of the feventh of June 1642, direfted to thofe 
“ his Majcfty’s commiffioners, befought, among other 
“ things, prefent and particular diredion for the pro- 
“ fecution of the war; whiclt yet we have not received : 
“ only we had advice from thence, to fend fome forces 
“ into Connaught; which was done; and for fending 
“ fome forces into Munfter, which, by our letters of the 
“ thirteenth of September 1642, to the commiffioners 
“ there, wc lignified was not poffible for us to do, unlefs 
“ we were plentifully fupplied of thofe things, whereof 
“ the wants tlien certified thither did then difable us. 

“ Concerning the commiffion in your letters racn- 
“ tioned, it was not to hear what the rebels would fay, 
“ or .propound for their own advanta,ge, as your letters 
mention; but his Majefty having received an humble 
“ petition, in the name of the llecufants of Ireland, 
“ deliring to be heard, his Majefty thought it not un- 
“ juft, or inconvenient for him, to receive from them 
“ what they could fay unto hiin; to whom they in- 
“ finuated that they would yet yield due obedience. 
“ And therefore his Majefty, by his commiffion under 
the Great Seal of England, (wherein he declared his 
extreme deteftation of the odious rebellion, which the 
“ Recufants of Ireland have, without any ground or colour, 
“ railed againft hifn, his crown, and dignity), authorifed 
“ fome of his mihifters here, to hear at large what the 
“ petitioners ffioffid fay, or propound; which his Ma- 
‘‘ jefty, by the^aid commiffion, direded that the pe- 
“ titioners, or the principal of them, authorifed by the 
reft, ffiould/fet down in writing under their hands; 

, “ and tlte Commiffioners to fend the fame to his Ma- 
. ' jefty; 
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jefly; whefwipon his Majefty by the f^d cominiffion 
“ d«;laTed, he would take fuch ferthcr confideiution, as 
“ ihould be juft, honourable, and fit for his *Majefty: 
“ and that that courfe gave not the leaft interruption to 
“ the proceeding of the war, appeare by this, that on the 
“ eighteenth of March (being in the time the com- 
“ miilioners, authorifed by his Majefty, gave meeting 
“ to thofe of the other fide, upon that commiffion) the 
“ Lord Marquis of Ormond, though one of thofe cora- 
“ miilioners, in his return from Rofle with about two 
“ thoufand five hundred foot, and five hundred horfe 
“ of his Majefty’s army, fought with the army of the 
“ rebels, confifting of about fix thoufand foot, and fix 
“ hundred and fifty horfe, and obtained a happy and 
“ glorious vidory againft them; and the rebels’ army 
“ being defeated, and wholly routed, and their baggage 
“ and mtmition feized on, his Majefty’s forces lodged 
“ that night where they had gained the viftory, as by 
“ former letters of this Board, of the fourth of April 
“ 1645, direfted to Mr. Speaker, we formerly fignified 
“ thither t which we thus repeat, to manifeft that that 
“ commiffion, or the- meeting thereupon, gave not any 
“ manner of interruption to the proceeding of the war. 

“ Concerning the letters you mention, to diveft the 
“ committee of both Houfes there of an authority given 
“ them by both Houfes, we remember that his Majefty, 

“ by his letters of the third of February 1642, under- 
“ Handing that the then Juftices and Council had ad- 
“ mitted, without his order or knowledge, to fit in 
“ council with them in this his kingdom, Mr. Robert 
“ Goodwin and Mr. Reynolds, and ti«at thereby they 
“ were become fo bold, as to take upoiV- them to hear, 

“ and debate qf matters treated of in ccsincU, his Ma- 
“ jefty, by his faid letters, fignified by his exprefs com- 

“ mand, 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 


*' mand, that they fhould not be permittfcd to lit, or be 
“ prefentany more at his Majefty’s Council Table here; 
“ but if they had any bulinefs, his Mi^y willed, that 
“ they Ihould attend as others of their quality: which 
“ his Majefty’s pleafure was humbly obeyed by his faid 
“ Juftices and Council, with that duty and fubmiffion, 
“ which was due from' them to his royal commands. 
“ And as his Majeftyjffey his faid letters, required, that, 
“ if thofe perfons had any bufinefs, they Ihould attend, 
“ as others of their quality ; fo, if they had afterwards 
“ ofered any bufinefs at this Board, they Ihould have 
“ been heard therein ; which was alfo lignified to them 
“ before their departure hence. And now, upon this 
“ occafion, we having perufed the copies they delivered 
“ at this Board, of the order of both Houfes dated the 
“ lixth of Oftober 1642, and of their inftruAions, do 
“ find indeed, that, by the faid order, the faid Hobert 
“ Reynolds, and Robert Goodwin, were to have the 
“ credence, power, and efteem of a committee fent 
“ hither by the advice and authority of both Houfes of 
“ Parliament; and thaiJ^ the faid inftnwftions, they 
“ were to be admiWa to be prefcnt, and vote at all 
“ confultajims concernmg the war; yet there is nothing 
“ in the faid order, or inftrudfions, for admitting them 
“ to Jfit, or be prefent at his Majefty’s Council Table; 
“ which is that which his Majefty, by his faid letters, 
“ required, Ihould jfot be permitted; which cannot be 
“ conceived to be !a divefting them of any authority 
“ givMi them by bJth Houfes. 

“ And as to thj late alteration of government here, 
“ exprefled in yf/vr letters, altlrough his "Majefty in his 
“ high wifdom/adjudged it fit to alter one of thofe 
“ governors, ^ich he had placed here, which was no 
“ more than’iie and his royal predecelTors had ufually 

u u “ done 
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“ done in all dges, as often as they thought fit, yet that 
“ made*no alteration in the government; but it in all 
times continued, and ftill continues, the fame, though 
“ in other perfons, 

“ That part of your letters which declares, that you 
“ are forbidden to tell us what fupplies of money, vidlual, 
“ ammunition, and other neceffaries, were then in a good 
“ forwardnefs to be fent hither for the fupport of the 
“ officers and foldiers here, requires no anfwer on our 
“ parts, other than this truth, that they are not yet 
“ arrived here. Concerning Mountrofe’s letters to 
“ Colonel Crawford, we know of no treafon to be dif- 
“ covered thereby; but for the fea-captains in your 
“ letters mentioned, it is certain that their negledfs and 
“ mifdeeds deferve punifhment, which we defire they 
may find rather to their corredtion, than to their 
“ ruin. 

“ Thus we have given anfwer to thofe parts of your 
letters, which, we conceived, concerned .us; whereby, 
“ we hope, both Houfes of Parliament there will now 
“ remain fatisfied, as in thef''’‘»''effity and juftice of our 
“■ adlions, fo in the truth aifd candour of pur intentions, 
“ in thofe particulars to wbidi your faid ISf-ers feem to 
“ take exception. And fo we remain, 


From hh Majejiy s Cajihof Dublin 2%th of OB. ‘1643. 

“ Your Lordfhip’s vpry loving Friends, 


Jo. Borlafe. . Hen. Tichborne. 
La. Dublin. Ormond. 

Ant. Midenjis. Ed. Brabazan. 
Geo. Shurky. ’ Ger. Lo-wther. 
Fr, Willoughby. Tho. Lucas. 

G. Wentworth. 


•Rich. Bolton, Cane. 
' Rofeommon. 
Char. I.jamhert. 
Thd'. Rotherham. 
Ja\ Ware. 


The 
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^ The diftradlions in Ireland being, by means of the . 
ccfTation, in fome degree allayed, and both parties having 
time to breathe, the King, in the next place, confidered 
I low he might apply that celTation to the advancement 
of his affairs in England. One of the principal motives 
that induced that celTation, was the milerable Hate of the 
army there, ready, through extreme wants, to dilband ; 
lo that there being now lefs ufc of them there, and an 
impollibility to keep them, his Majefly had it only in 
his eledion, whether he ftiould I'uffer them there to 
difband, and difpofe of themfelves as they thought fir, 
which could not be without infinite difortfer, and might 
probably prove as much to his particular dilfervice; or 
whether he fhould draw over fuch a number as might be 
fafely fpared, to his own affiffance in England ; to which 
he was alfurcd, that the devotion and affeftjon of moft 
of the principal or conliderable officers there cheerfully 
inclined; and of this latter he made little Icruple to 
make choice, when he w'as not only informed of the. 
preparations and readinefs in Scotland to mvade this 
kingdom ; but that the^jjad called over their old General, 
the Earl of I^^fri^Wro c^mandgd the Scotch forces in 
Ireland, au^il^any other officers and foldiers out of that 
kingd^i, to form and cont^iift their army into this; 
and UHat there were alfo arts and induftry ufed, by fome 
^igents for the Parliament, to perfuade the Englifii 
oncers likewife to bring over their men for their 
J/ervice. I 

So that the Kii® diredled the Marquis of Ormond, to the icing 
make choice of Jluch regiments and troops as wmi'^itirThe 
neceffary for tl^defence of the fcveral garrifons, or as 
could be provi(«d for, and fupported in that kingdom, 
and that the vm fliould be lent for England. To which 
purpofe, fhi^ing w'as fent; witli diredlion, that thofe 
v u 2 from 
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from and about'Dublin fhould be Ibipped for Chefter, 
to be joined to thofe forces under the command of the 
Lord Capel ; whereby he might be able to refill: the 
growing power of Sir William Bruerton; who, by an 
addition of forces from London, and with the affiftance 
of Sir Thomas Middleton, and Sir John Cell, was grown 
very ftrong; being backed by Lancalhirc, which upon 
the matter was wholly reduced to the obedience of the 
Parliament; and that the other forces out of Munllcr 
Ihould be landed at Briftol, to be difpofed by the Lord 
Hopton; who was forming a new army, to oppofe Sir 
William Waller; who threatened an inroad into the 
Weft; or rather to feek him out by viliting Hampfhire 
and Suflex, if the other were not ready to advance. , 

The Court at Oxford was much increafed by the 
Queen’s prefence, and the neceffities were increafed with 
the cxpence. All correfpondence was abfolutely broken 
with Londoh, infomuch as a fworn meflenger of the 
Chamber, fent to London with a writ, and ‘proclamation 
for the adjournment of the term to Oxford, was appre¬ 
hended as a fpy, (as hath becn ^Hi'i before), and executed 
by martial law; and the two tioufes'had L^ufed a Great 
Seal to be made with the King’s image ancHr-fcription, 
and put the fame into the Ijjands of commiffioner;,; and 
fo the courts were continued in Weftminfter-Hali> for 
the difpatch of juftice, (as they called it), as had been 
formerly, notwithftanding the Kii(g’s proclamation’. 
The money, which by the particularberfons of all con-, 
ditions had been very plentifully funplied in the be¬ 
ginning of the war, now near fpent, an"^ the flopping the 
intercourfe with London, had ftiut the dbnr againft farther 
fupply; fo that all men were weary of th(^ condition thejr 
were in, and exprefled it, as weary men efed to do, in 
murmurs and complaints. And now all the hope was 

in 
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in the convention of the members of Parliament; which, 
being a new thing, fufpended the prefent indjfpofition, 
and adminiftered fome expedlation, what they, who 
came from all quarters of the kingdom, would do. 

According to the King’s proclamation, the members The mfui. 
of both Houfes of Parliament, who had withdrawn out of Hourf, met 
confcience and duty from thole at Weftminfter, appeared 
at Oxford at the day appointed ; except fuch as could 
not reafonably be abfent from their commands in the 
counties, where the armies were. They were gracioufly 
and folemnly welcomed by his Majefty, with that cere¬ 
mony which is ufed at the opening of a Parliament; when 
his Majefty told them: 

“ That he had called them to be witneftes of his ac-Thefuh. 

tions, and privy to his intentions; and that he dcfircdtil’cRing's 
“ to receive any advice from them, which they thought 
“ would be fuitable to the miferable and diftradled con- 
“ dition of the kingdom; in prefenting whereof, they 
“ fhould ufe all that Parliamentary freedom which would 
» be due to them if they were with him at Weftminfter, 

“ and which, with al l tj^ ^other privileges, they ftiould 
“ enjoy at Qirf!IWT‘mou|M they^c^^ not in the other 
“ place many expnfeions of grace towards them, 

and ^dence in them. A! foon as they had withdrawn 
to iRofe places which were affigned to their counfels, 
bfWi Lords and Commons entered upon the deliberation 

■ all pofftble expedients, in order to peace ; moft men 
.elieving, accordfcgto the reafon and confcience of their 
own hearts, thatjthe difficulty w'as greater, to difpofe 
thofe at Londql to the honefty and confidence of a 
treaty, than, infliat treaty, to agree on fuch conclufions 
,as might be ftofadory to all parties; judging it impof- 
fible, that m/i could defire to bring ruin and dcfolation 
upon they^untry, if they were once perfuaded that it 

u u 3 might 
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might be. prevented vvitli their own prefervation. Blit 
how to advance to any formality, which probably might 
produce a difpolition to intcrcourfc, appeared very hard. 
When they thought of advifing the King to fend a gra¬ 
cious meffage and overture to the two Houfes, theypre- 
lently remembered and confidcrcd what his Majclly had 
already done that way, and how ill returns of reverence 
and duty he had received from them: that to the two 
laft meffages he had fent (it being not poflible now to 
fend any more gracious and obliging) they had nei cr re- 
turnedanfwer, and that theyftill detained his lah mefTenger 
in ftrift durance, after having expofed him to a trial for his 
life at a court of war: that they liad prohibited any 
kind of addrefs to be made to them from his Majefty, 
except through the hands of the Earl of EU’ex their Ge¬ 
neral. From thence thofe at Oxford entered upon the 
difquilition, how they might.cngagc his Lordlhip to the 
fame thoughts and delires with them; to the which they 
eafily believed, experience, obfervation, .and intereft, 
would engage him. They perfuaded thcmfelves, that 
the principal ground which,^li;id^ hitherto fruftrated all 
overtures from his Majefty t^'ards'pcace,.^^^^ the cori- 
fcience thofe at Weftminftc|-had of their owh.,g-.uilt, and 
the jealoufy that proceededTrom thence, that no .^pcace 
could fecure them, whilft there w^as power left i/ his 
Majefty; but that they could not pollibly fufpedt ^e 
performance and exadi: obfervation pf any agreemeri,*, 
which fhould be cr)ncluded upon the^interceftion of al. 
the King’s party; which muft be fecu^tyfor the accom- 
plifhment of it. From the rcafonable,|Lefs of this afl'er- 
tion, they entertained an aflurance, that tlje Earl of Eflex 
would as greedily embrace the opportun ty, and concur 
with them in promoting the overture j whiy^h was all they 
defired: for tliat would remove thofe foims, which, 


as 
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as fo many rocks, were in the way. Hereupon the 
Lofds and Commons, the members of both Houfes, 
refolved to write a letter to the Earl of ElTex* in their 
own names, which, with the King’s confent, was by trum¬ 
pet fent to him, within four days after their meeting. 

The letter was in thefe very terms. 

“ My Lord, 

“His Maiefty having, by his proclamation of theT'ifyf^"'’* 

r . r-rx , / , ^ , U'dcTIolhe 

“ twenty-lecond of December, (upon the occafion of the Eaii oi i;i- 
“ invafion threatened, and in part begun, by fome of his*'*' 

“ fubjecTs of Scotland), fummoned all the members of 
“ both Houfes of Parliament, to attend him here at Ox- 
“ ford, we whofe names are underwritten are here met 
“ and alTembled, in obedience to thole his Majefty’s 
“ commands. His Majefty was pleafed to invite us, in 
“ the faid proclamation, by thefe gracious expreffions, 

“ that his fubjecTs Ihould fee, how willing he was to rc- 
“ ceive advice, for the prefervation of the religion, b.ws, 

“ and fafety of the kingdom, and, as far as in him lay, 

“ to reftore it to its former peace and fecurity (his chief 
“ and only endl frp wr«Nb^fe whom they had trufted; 

though h/^ould not rc^me k in the place where he 
“ app^M. This moft |facious invitation hath not 
“ 01^ been made good i|ito us, but feconded and 
“ ^ghtened by fuch unqueftionable demonftrations of 
“/he deep and princely fenfe, which polleffes his royal 
/ heart, of the irlferies and calamities of his poor fub- 
jefts in this unnatural war, and of his moft entire and 
“ palTionate affe 4 ions to redeem them from that fad and 
“ deplorable coj/dition, by all ways poffible, confiftenr 
“ either with kis honour, or with the future fafety of the 
“ kingdom, mat as it were impiety to queftion the fin- 
“ cu itv of t^cm, fo were it great want of duty and faidj- 
. jr u 4 “ fulnefs 
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“ fulnefs in us, (his Majefty having vouchfafed to dc- 
“ clare, that he did call us to be witnelTes of his adlions, 
“ and piivy to his intentions), fhould we not teftify, and 
witnefs to all the world, the aflurance we have of the 
“ piety and fincerity of both, We being moft entirely 
“ fatisfied of this truth, we cannot but confefe, that 
“ amidft our higheft affli<ftions, in the deep and piercing 
“ fenfe of the prefent miferies and defolations of our 
country, and thofe ferther dangers threatened from 
“ Scotland, we are at length eredfed to fome cheerful and 
“ comfortable thoughts, that polBbly we may yet (by 
“ God’s mercy, if his juftice have not determined this 
“ nation, for its fins, to total ruin and defolation) hope 
to be happy inftruments of our country’s redemption, 
“ from the miferies of war, and reftitution to the blefling 
“ of peace. 

“ And we being defirous to believe your Lordfhip, 
“ however engaged, a perfon likely to be fenfibly 
“ touched with thefe confiderations, have thought fit to 
“ invite you to that part in this blefled work, which is 
only capable to repair all our misfortunes, and to buoy 
“ up the kingdom from ruin\yoit 
“ by all the obligation!) thattnave power upon honour, 
“ confcience, or public p?,ty, that laying t^.^art, as 
“ we do, the inward bleedii^g condition of your c(^ntry, 
“ and the outward more menacing deftrudlion a 
“ foreign nation, upon the very point of invading 
“ you will cooperate with us to ifli prefemtion, b^ 
“ truly reprefenting to, and faithfullyl and induftrioufly 
“ promoting with, thofe by whom yo^r are trufl:ed, this 
“ following moft fincere and moft earntft defire of ours; 
“ that they joining with us in a right fen^e of tlie paft, 
“ prefent, and more threatening calamities of this deplora- 
“ ble kingdom, fome perfons be appointed V.either part, 

“ and 
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and a place agreed on, to treat of fuch peace, as may 
“ yet redeem it from the brink of defolation. 

“ This addrefs we fhould not have nude, f)ut that 
“ his Majefty’s fummons, by which we are met, ittoft 
“ gracioufly proclaiming pardon to all without exception, 
“ is evidence enough, that his mercy and clemency can 
“ tranfeend all former provocations; and that he hath 
“ not only made us witnelfbs of his princely intentions, 
but honoured us alfo with the name of being fecurity 
“ for them, God Almighty diredl your Lordlhip, and 
“ thofe to whom you lhall prefent thefe our moft real 
“ defires, in fuch a courfe as may produce that happy 
“ peace, and fettlement of the prefent diftraftions; 
“ which is fo heartily defired, and prayed for, by us, and 
“ which may make us, 

“ Your &c.' 

From Oxford 2<^th of Jan. 1643. 


This letter was fubferibed by his highnefs the Prince, 
the Duke of York, and three and forty Dukes, Mar- 
quifes, Earls, Vifeounts, an^ Barons, and one hundred 
and eighteen ir.efAbcro of I’^e Houfe of Commons; there 
loeing fuch expedition ufedi(^/^lie difpatch, that it was 
not th^ght fit to be deferret| for a greater fubfeription: 
albei^t was known that many Lords and Commoners 
weii^ upon the way, who came within few days; and there 
vJxt, at that tim^, near twenty Peers abfent witii his 
^ajefty’s leave, a|d employed in his affairs .and armies, 
in the kingdom; |xnd ten at the fame time in the parts 
beyond the feas. / So that the numbers at London were 
very thin; for there were not above two and twenty 
Peers, who either fat in the Parliament, or were engaged 
in their party that is to fay, the Earls of Northumber¬ 
land, Pend'vbkc, Eflex, Kent, Lincoln, Rutland, Salif- 

hiirv 
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bury, S»3C0folk, Warwick, Manchefter, Mulgrave, Den¬ 
bigh, Stamford, Bullingbrook; the Lords Say, Dacres, 
Wharton, Grey of Warke, Willoughby of Parham, 
Howard of Efcrick, Rochfort, and Robarts; who were 
prefent, or had proxies there. 

The trumpeter found the Earl of Eflex at his houfe in 
London; where he was detained three or four days; 
during which time, the committee of both Houfes, that 
committee which they called the Committee of Safety for 
the two kingdoms, (the Scottifh commillioners being a 
part of it), reforted to the Earl for his advice; and in the 
end, the trumpeter returned with this fliort letter to the 
Earl of Forth, the King’s General. 

“ My Lord, 

^ received this day a letter, of the twenty-ninth of 
refledtothe inllant, from your Lordfliip, and a parchment 
Earl of fubferibed by the Prince, Duke of York, and divers 
thetwofoi-“ other lords and gentlemen; but it neither having ad- 
daiationsr “ drcfs to the two Houfcs of Parliament, nor therein, there 
“ being any acknowledgment of them, I could not com- 
“ municate it to them. MvJLjird, the maintenance of 
the Parliament of hinglanii|; and of ffre privileges there- 
of, is that for which fc are refolved to fpend our 
“ blood; as being the lyundation whereupon^all our 
“ laws and liberties are built. I fend your Loidihip 
“ herewith a national Covenant, folemnly entered \nto 
“ by both the kingdoms of Englandtand Scotland; md 
“ a Declaration paffed by them bl'th together, wiflj^ 
“ another Declaration of the kingdom of Scotland, I 
“ reft 

“ Your Lordfhip’s &c. ” 

What the Covenant was, being the fame particularly 
fet down before, I need not mention; and tK«tPeclarations 
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are as public, and would be thought too large, to be In 
this place inferred, to the interruption of the thread of 
this difcourfe; yet it cannot be amifs to make a fhort ex¬ 
tract of fome particular heads or conclufions of them ; 
that the world may fee what kind of reafoning this time 
had introduced, and that they were as bold with God as 
with the King. 

That Declaration of the kingdom of Scotland alone, An extras 
was, tojuftify their prefent expedition into England; in’not 
which they faid, “ It was moft neceflary, that every one, 

“ againft all doubting, fhould be perfuaded in his mindstuiianii- 
“ of the lawfulnefs of his undertaking, and of the good- 
“ nefs of the caufe maintained by him ; which they faid 
“ was no other, than the good of religion in England, 

“ and the deliverance of their brethren out of the 
“ depths of afflidlion ; the prefervation of their own rc- 
“ ligion, and of themfelves from the extremity of mifery, 

“ and the fafety of their native King, and his kingdoms, 

“ from deftru 61 ion and defolation. Any one of which, 

“ (they faid), by all law divine and human, was too juft 
“ caufe of taking of arms; hc)w much more, when all of 
o them were joined in one And therefore, they wiflied 
“ any man, who did withdraJK/SnS hide himfclf in fuch 
“ a debate and controverfy, to/conlider, whether he were 
“ not/a hater of his brethren, againft Chriftian and com- 
“ njibn charity ; an hater of himfelf and his poftcrity, 

“ a'gainft the law a#td light of nature ; an hater of tlie 
“ King, and his kijfgdoms, againft loyalty, and common 
“ duty; and a ha,ter of God, againft all religion, and 
“ peace.” 

They faid, “ the queftion was not, nor need they dif- 
“ pute, whether they might propagate their religion by 
“ arms; but whether, according to their power, they 
“ ought to*4llift their brethren in England, who were 
. * , “ calling 
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“ calliog for .their help, and were fhedding their blood 
“ m defence of that power, without which religion could 
“ neither be defended nor reformed; nor unity of reli- 
“ gion with them, and other reformed Kirks, be attained. 
“ So that, they faid, the queftion was no fooner rightly 
“ ftated, but it was as foon refolved; and concluded, 
“ that the Lord wouldfave them from the enrfe of Meroz, 
“ who came not to help Me Lord aga'mfi the mighty. 

They faidy the queftion could not be, as their enemies 
“ would make it, whether they fliould enter into Eng- 
“ land, and lift arras againft their own King, who had 
promifed and done as much, as might fecure them in 
‘‘ their own religion, and liberties: but whether againft 
“ the popifh, prelatical, and malignant party, their ad- 
“ herents prevailing in England and Ireland, they were 
“ not bound to provide for their own prefervation. 
‘‘ That they might well have known, from their conti- 
“ nual experience, ever lince the time of their firft refor- 
mation, efpecially after the two kingdoms were united 
‘‘ under one head and monarch, and from the principles 
‘‘ of their own declarations^^n the time of their late trou- 
“ bles and dangers, that t^.y could not long, like Go- 
“ Ihen, enjoy their hgfiWJif darknefs flrould cover the 
“face of other reformed! Kirks: that Judah ^tould not 
“ long continue in liberty, if Ifrael were led at^ay in 
captivity; and that the condition of the one Kirlhand 
kingdom, whether in religion or peace, muft be can- 
“ mon to both. t ^ 

“ They faid, the queftion was not, whether they 
“ Ihould prefume to be arbitrators in the matter, now 
“ debated by fire and fword, betwixt his Majefty and 
the Houfes of Parliament; which might feem to be 
“ foreign and extrinfical to that nation, and wherein 
they might be conceived to have no iKtereft; but 

“ whether. 
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“ whether, their mediation and interceflion fading re- 
" jedled by the one hde, upon hope of vidlory, orfappofe 
“ by both fides, upon confidence of their own ftrength 
" and fcveral fuccelfes, it were not their duty, it being in 
“ their power, to flop or prevent the efFufion of Chriftian 
“ blood; or whether they ought not to endeavour to 
“ refeue their native King, his crown, and pollerity, out 

of the midft of fo many dangers, and to preferve his 
“ people and kingdom from ruin and dellruftion. If 
“ every private man were bound in duty to interpofe 
“ himfelf as a reconciler and fequeflrator between his 
“ neighbours, armed to their mutual dcllrudlion; if the 
“ fon ought to hazard his own life for the prefervation 
“ of his father and brother, at variance oq| againll the 
“ other, fhould a kingdom fit Hill, and fufFer their King 
“ and neighbouring kingdom to perifh in an unnatilral 
‘‘ war ? In the time of animofity, and appetite of revenge, 

“ fuch an interpofing might be an irritation;. but after- 
“ wards, when the eyes of the mind, no more blood-run 
“ with paffion, did difeern things right, it would bo nO 
“ grief or offence of heart, hut matter of thankfgiving 
“ to God, and to the infl:n>meni^ which had kept from 
“ fhedding blood, and from S^A'cnge,” 

With this kind of divinity,? and this kind of logic, to 
Ihew that they had a clear profped of whatever could 
be faid againft them, they relblvcd to invade their neigh¬ 
bour nation, and to* interpofe themfelves as reconcilers, 
by joining againfl their native and natural King, with his 
rebellious fubjeAs, in all the ails of animofity and blood, 
which luve been ever praAifed in the mofl raging and 
furious civil war. 

The other Declaration, mentioned in the Earl’s letter, An 
was a Declaration pafled, and publifhed in the name of uaration of 
both kingdoms, England and Scotland, after their mar- jjnj sjm. 

riagc'^"'*' 
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riagc by their new League and Covenant, and about the 
very lijne that this very overture for peace came from 
Oxford. They were now both equally infpired with the 
Scottilh dialedi and fpirit; talked, “ how clearly the light 
of the Gofpel fhined amongft them ; that they placed 
“ not their confidence in their own counfels and ftrength; 
“ but their confidence was in God Almighty, the Lord 
“ of Hofts, who would not leave nor forfake his people. 
“ It was his own truth and caufe, which they maintained 
“ againfi: the lierefy, fupcrftition, and tyranny of Anti- 
“ chrift; the glory of his name, the exaltation of the 
“ kingdom of his Son, and the prefervation of his Church, 
“ was their aim, and the end which they had before their 
“ eyes. It jras his Covenant, which they had folemnly 
“ in both nations fworn, and fubferibed; which he 
“ would not have put in their hearts to do, if he had 
“ been minded to deftroy them. Upon thefc and the 
“ like grounds and confiderations, being confident that 
“ this war, wherein both nations were fo .firmly united, 
“ and deeply engaged, was of God, they refolve with 
“ courage and conftancy tp the end to do their part; and 
“ the Lord, who had ftirred^up their fpirits, difplayed his 
“ banner before them^'SCll given the alarm, do that 
“ which feemeth him good.” 

They gave now “ public warning to all men to reft 
“ no longer upon their neutrality, or to pleafe themfelves 
“ with the naughty and flothful preiext of indifFercncy; 
“ but tliat they addrefs themfelves fpeedily to take the 
“ Covenant, and join, with all their power, in the defence 
of this caufe againft the common enemy; and by 
“ their zeal,, and forwardnefs hereafter, to make up what 
“ had been wanting through their lukewarmnefs; this 
“ they would find to be their greateft wifdom and fafety t 
“ otherwife they did declare them to be, pul^ilic enemie? 

. “ to 
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“ to their religion and country ; and that they were to 
“ be cenfured and punifhed, as profeffed adverl^es, and 
“ Malignants.” 

Then tliey proclaimed “ a pardon to all thofe who 

would before fi}th a day defert the King, and adhere 
“ to them, and take the Covenantand concluded, 
“ that they made not that declaration from any pre- 
“ fumption, or vain glorying in the ftrength of their 
“ armies and forces, but from the fenfe of their duty, 
“ which was required and expedled from tlie high places, 
“ and public relations, wherein they flood; and from the 
“ alTurance they had of the aliiftance of God, by«whofe 
“ providence, the truft and fafety of thofe kingdoms was 
“ put into their hands at this time ; having, after long 
“ and grave confultation, refolved and decreed never to 
“ lay down arms, till truth and peace, by the bleffing of 
“ God, be fettled in this ifland, upon a firm foundation 
“ for the prefent and future generations; which, they 
“ faid, fhould be efteemed of them an abundant reward 
“ of all that they could do, or fuffer in that caufe." 

Thefe were the Declarations which the Earl of Eflex, 
together with the Covenant-, fent, as an anfwer to that 
letter from the Prince of Wales, and thofe lords and 
gentlemen; which might have been the foundation of an 
honeft and honourable peace to all the King’s dominions. 
And I cannot but obferve, that after this time that the 
Earl declined this opportunity of declaring himfelf, he 
never did profperous adl in the remainder of his life; 
but whereas before, he had througlrout the courfc of his 
command, how unwarrantably foever undertaken, behaved 
himfelf with very fignal courage and condudl, and at 
this time was adorned with the teftimony of friends and 
enemies, of a right good General, upon the conclufion of 
the bufinefi of Gloucefter; he never, aft'.r his taking this 

Covenant, 
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Covenant, andwiting this letter, did one fuccefsful thing; 
but proyed unfortunate in all he went abput, even to 
his death ; of which we fliall fay more in its place. 

Wc the rather extraded thefe fhort claufes of thofe 
two Declarations, that pofterity-may <!|)ferve the divine 
hand of Almighty God ujion the people of thefe miferablc 
kingdoms; that after they had broken loofe from that 
excellent form and pradice of religion, which their an- 
ceftors and thcmfelves had obferved and enjoyed, with 
a greater meafure of happinefs, than almoft any na¬ 
tion lived under, folong a time; and after they had can- 
celled*and thrown off thofe admirable and incomparable 
laws of government, which was compounded of fo much 
exad reafon, that all pollible mifchiefs were forefeen, 
and provided againft by it; they fhould be now captivated 
by a profane and prefumptuous entitling themfelves to 
God’s favour, and tiling his holy name in that-manner, 
that all fober Chrillians muft ftand fcandalized, and 
amazed at; and fhould be deluded by fu.ch a kind of 
realbning and debate, as, one would think, could dnly 
impofe upon men unnurtured, and unacquainted with 
any knowledge or icience. 

There wanted not a'jiIB; indignation at the return of 
this trumpet; and yet the anfwer being fo much in that 
popular road, of faying fomething plaufibly to the 
people, it was thought fit again to make an attempt, 
that at lead: the world might lee, that they did, in plain 
Englifh, refufe to admit of any peace. So the Eaid of 
Forth was advifed to write again to the other General, 
for a fafe condudf for two gentlemen then named, againft 
whom no imaginable exception could be taken, to anti 
from Weftminfter, to be fent by his Majefty concerning 
a treaty of peace. To this the Earl of Plircx returned 
anfwer, “ that whenfoever he fhould receive,^y direc- 

tions 
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“ tions to thofe who had intrufted him, he fhould ufc 
“ his beft endeavours; and when a fafe condu£I,lhould 
“ be defired for tliofe gentlemen, mentioned in his letter, 

“ from his Majefty to the Houfes of Parliament, his 
“ Lordlhip would, with all cheerfulnefs, fhew his willing- 
“ nefs to farther any way that might produce that hap- 
“ pinefs, which all honeft men prayed for; which is a 
“ true underftanding between his Majefty, and his 
faithful and only council, the Parliament.” 

This exprelRon of his refolution of interpofing, if he 
had a letter from his Majefty to the Houfes of Parlia¬ 
ment, (together with fome intimation in letters from 
London, which at thefe feafons never wanted), perfuaded 
many, that the Earl wanted only an opportunity to 
poflefs the Houfes with the overture, and if it were once 
within the walls, there were fo many well affedled to 
peace, that the propofition would not be rejefted; though 
no particular perfon, or combination of men, had the 
courage, of themfelves, to propofe it. And therefore at 
the fame time, making all poffible preparations for the 
field, as the fcene where the differences were like to be 
decided, his Majefty was prevailed with, though he 
concluded it would be rejeefteu, to fend this enfuing 
meflage, which was inclofed to the Earl of Effex, to be 
by him managed. 

Out of our moft tender and pious fenfe of the fadTh^^Ki<s 
and bleeding condition of this our kingdom, and ourboth^ 
unwearied defires to apply all remedies, which, by the 
blefling of Almighty God, may recover it from an 
utter ruin, by the advice of the Lords and Commons 
“ of Parliament, aflembled at Oxford, we do propound, 

“ and defire, that a convenient number of fit perfons 

may 


von. II. p. I. 
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msqr be apjjointcd, and authorifed by you, to meet, 
“ with.all convenient fpeed, at fuch place as you fliall 
nominate, with an equal number of fit perfons whom 
“ we fhall appoint, and authorife to treat of the ways 
“ and means to fettle the prefent diftradlions of this our 
“ kingdom, and to procure a happy peace; and par- 
“ ticularly, how all the members of both Houfes may 
fecurely meet in a full and free convention of Parlia- 
ment, there to treat, confult, and agree upon fuch 
“ things, as may conduce to the maintenance and 
“ defence of the true reformed Proteftant religion, with 
“ due confideration to all juft and reafonable cafe of 
“ tender'confciences; to the fettling and maintaining of 
“ our juft rights and privileges, of the rights and privi- 
“ leges of Parliament, the laws of the land, the liberty 
“ and property of the fubjeft, and all other expedients, 
“ that may conduce to that blefled end of a firm and 
“ lafting peace both in Church and State, and a per- 
“ fe<ft underftanding betwixt us and our people : where- 
“ in no endeavours or concurrence of ours lhall be 


ic 

fc 


wanting: and God diredl your hearts in the way of 
peace.” 

Given at our Court at Oxford, ^d March 1643, 


This meftage being figned by his Majefty, was I'upcr- 
feribed to the Lords and Commons of Parliament af- 
femblcd at Weftminfter; which, though it was a ftyle 
they could not reafonably except againft, was yet no 
other, than the Lords and Commons at Oxford took 
upon themfelves, as they well might. After two or 
three debates in the Houfes, and with the Scottifli com- 
miffioners, without whofe concurrence nothing was 
tranfafted, this anfwer was returned to his Majefty; 

which 
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which put a period to all men’s hopes, who imagined 
that there might be any difpofition in thofe councils to 
any poffible and honeft accommodation. 

May il pleafe your Majejly; 

“We the Lords and Commons aflembled in die'the two 
“ Parliament of England, taking into our confideration a'wa!™ * 
“ letter fent from your Majefty, dated the 3d of March 
“ inftant, and direfted to the Lords and Commons of 
“ Parliament aflembled at Weftminflier, (which, by dio 
“ contents of a letter from the Earl of Forth unto the 
Lord General the Earl of Efl'ex, we conceive was 
“ intended to ourfelves), have refolvedwith the concurrent 
“ advice and confent of the commiflioners of the king- 
“ dom of Scotland, to reprefent to your Majefty, in all 
“ humility and plainnefs, as followeth: That as we have 
“ uled all means for a juft and fafe peace, fo will we 
“ never be wanting to do our utmoft for the procuring 
“ thereof; but when we confider the expreflions in that 
“ letter of your Majefty’s, we have more fad and defpair- 
“ ing thoughts of attaining the fame than ever, becaufc 
“ thereby, thofe perfons now aflembled at Oxford, v\ho, 

“ contrary^ to their duty, have dclertcd your Parliament, 

“ are put into an equal coqdition with it. And this 
“ prefent Parliament, convened according to known and 
“ fundamental laws of the kingdom, (the continuance 
“ whereof is eftablilhed by a law confented to by your 
“ Majefty), is in effeft denied to be a Parliament; the 
“ (cope and intention of that letter being to make pro- 
“ vifion how all the members, xs is pretended, of both 
“ Houfes may fecurely meet in a full and free convention 
“ of Parliament; whereof no other conclufion can be 
“ made, but that tliis prefent Parliament is not a full, 
nor free con'xntion ; and that to make it a full and 
X X 2 “ free 
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free convention of Parliament, the prefence of thofe is 
“ neceffary, who, notwithftanding that they have defcrted 
“ that great truft, and do levy war againft the Parlia- 
“ ment, are pretended to be members of the two Houfes 
“ of Parliament. 

“ And hereupon we think ourfclves bound to let your 
“ Majefty know, that feeing the continuance of this 
“ Parliament is fettled by a law, which (as all other laws 
“ of your kingdom) your Majefty hath fworn to main- 
“ tain, as we are fworn to our allegiance to your Majefty, 
“ (thefe obligations being reciprocal), we muft in duty, 
“ and accordingly are refolved, with our lives and for- 
“ tunes, to defend and preferve the juft rights and full 
“ power of this Parliament; and do befeech your Ma- 
jefty to be allured, that your Majefty’s royal and 
“ hearty concurrence with us herein will be the moft 
“ eftedlual and ready means of procuring a firm and 
“ lafting peace in all your Majefty’s dominions, and 
begetting a perfedl underftanding between your Ma- 
“ jefty and your people: without which, your Majefty’s 
“ moft earneft profeflions, and our moft real intentions 
“ concerning the famgj muft necelfarily be fruftrated. 
“ And in cafe your Majefty’s three kingdoms fhould, by 
“ reafon thereof, remain in this fad and bleeding con- 
dition, tending, by the continuance of this unnatural 
“ war, to their ruin, your Majefty cannot be the leaft 
“ nor the laft fulFerer. God in his goodnefs incline your 
“ royal breaft, out of pity and compaffion to thofe deep 
“ fufferings of your innocent people, to put a fpeedy 
and happy iffue to thefe defperate evils, by the joint 
“ advice of both your kingdoms, now happily united in 
this caufe by their late folemn League and Covenant; 
" v^ikh <as it will prove the fureft remedy, fo it is the 
“ eataeft prayer of your Majefty’s loving fubjedls, the 

“ 'Lords 
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“ Lords and Commons affembled in the’Parliament of 
“ England. 

Grey of IFiirhy 

“ Speaker of the Hoiife of Peers in Parliament pro tempore; 

“ IFtUlam Lent hall, 

“ Speaker of the Houfe of Commons in Parliament” 
fVeJlminJier the opih of Mur. 1643 . 

The hope of iieace, by this kind of interpofition, did •- 
not in any degree make the counlels remifs for the pro-by the 
vicling of money to fupply the army: upon which they commonj 
had more hope than from a treaty. But the expedients j'' 
for money were not eafily thought on; though there"’“‘'t- 
was a confiderable part of the kingdom within the King’s 
quarters, the inhabitants were frequently robbed and 
plundered by the incurlions of the enemy, and not very 
w^ell fecured againft the royal troops, who begun to 
pratftife all the licenfe of war. The nobility and 
gentr}', who were not officers of the army, lived for the 
moft part in Oxford; and all that they could draw from 
their eftates, was but enough for their own fubfiftence ; 
they durft not enter upon charging the people in general, 
left they ftiould be thought to take upon them to be a 
Parliament; and their care was, that the common people 
might be preferved from burdens; and they were as 
careful not to expofe the King’s honour, or name, to 
affronts and refufals • but were willing that the envy and 
clamour, if there ffiould be any, Ihould fall upon them- 
felves. 

They appointed all the members of the Commons, 

“.to bring in the names of all the gentlemen of eftate, 

“ and other perfons who were reputed to be rich, within 
“ their feveral precindts; and what fum of money every 
“ bodv might be well able to fupply the King with, in 
' V X a “ this 
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“ this exigent of the public ftatc.” And then a form 
of a letter was conceived, which fhould be fent to every 
one of them, for fuch a fum ; “ the letter to be fub- 
“ fcribed by the two Speakers of the Houfes, to the end 
“ that the people might know, that it was by the advice 
“ of the members of Parliament alTembled there ; which 
“ was as much the advice of Parliament, as could be 
“ delivered at that time in the kingdom.” When the 
way and method of this w'as approved by the Lords, and 
his Majefty likewife confented to it; they begun, the 
better to encourage others, with themfelves; and caufed 
letters to be figned and delivered to the feveral members 
of both Houfes, “ for fuch fums as they were well difpofed 
“ to furnifliwhich w'cre to that proportion as gave 
good encouragement to others; and the like letters to all 
perfons of condition w'ho were in the town. And by 
this means, there was a fum raifed in ready money, and 
credit, that did fupply many neceflary occafions, near 
the fum of one hundred thoufand pounds, \\'hereof fome 
came in every day, to enable the King to provide for 
the next campaign ; which, the fpring coming on, w'as 
to be expelled early^ the Parliament at Wellminfter 
having raifed vaft fums of money, and being like to 
bring many armies into the field. ■ All, who were to 
furnilh money upon thefe letters, had liberty to bring, 
or fend it in plate, if that was for their convenience; 
the King having called the officeVs and workmen of 
his Mint to Oxford, who coined fuch plate as was 
brought in; his Majefty likewife made a grant of fome 
forefls, parks, and other lands, to certain perfons in 
trufi, for the fccuring of fuch money as fhould be 
borrowed, or thofe perfons who fhould be bound for 
the payment of fuch money; and by this means like¬ 
wife many confiderable fums of money were.procured, 

and 
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and cloth, and flioes, and fhirts, were provided for the 
army. 

The two Houfes at Weftminfter, who called tliem- 
felves, and they are often called in this difeourfe, the 
Parliament, had at this time by an ordinance, that is an 
order of both Houfes, laid an impofition, which they 
called an excife, upon wine, beer, ale, and many other The two 
commodities, to be paid in the manner very pundlually wc/imin! 
and methodically fet down by them, for the carrying 
the war. This was the firft time that ever the name of 
payment of excife was heard of or pradfifed in Ei^land; 
laid on by thofe who pretended to be moft jealous of 
any exadlion upon the people: and this pattern being 
then printed, and publifhed at London, was diought by 
the members at Oxford, as a good expedient to be fol¬ 
lowed by the King; and thereupon it was fettled, and tone mo 
be governed and regulated by commiflioners, in theoX'i'dfoi. 
fame method it was done at London. And in Oxford, 

Briftol, and other garrifons, it did yield a reafonable fup- 
ply for the provihon of arms and ammunition; which, 

I'or the moft part, it was afligned to ; both fides making 
ample declarations, with bitter reproaches upon the ne- 
cellity that drew on this impofition, “ that it fhould be 
“ continued no longer than to the end of the war, and 
“ then laid down, and utterly abolifhed;" which few wife 
men believed it would ever be. 

The high and.infolent proceedings at Weftminfter 
made no imprelfion at Oxford towards the ftiaking the 
allegiance and courage of thofe, whom his Majefty had 
called to advife him. But when they found the temper 
of the other fo much, above belief, averfe to peace, and 
intending utter ruin to the King, the Church, and all 
who ftiould continue true Englilhmen and fubjedls, they 
X x 4 refolved 
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refolved as frankly to declare their refolutions, that the 
people rnight fee the iffue they were at; and therefore 
The fub- they publifhed a Declaration of the grounds and motives 
Decla^aiioi; which had forced them to leave the Parliament at Weft- 
ald'^co^ minfter; in which they mentioned “ all the indirect paf- 
Oxford' violence, by which they had been 

“ driven thence; and the obligations upon them in con- 
“ fcience, and law, to adhere to his Majefty ; and the 
" mifery which the other party had already brought upon 
“ the kingdom, and the defolation which muft inevitably 
“ follow thofe conclulions; and with a greater unanimity 
“ and confent, than was ever known in fo great a coun- 
“ cil, where there were fo many perfons of honour, and 
“ judges, and others learned in the law, among whom 
“ there was fcarce one diflenting voice, they declared, 

I. “ That all fuch fubjedls of Scotland, as had con- 
fented to the Declaration, entitled the Declaration of 
“ the kingdom of Scotland concerning the prefent ex- 
“ pedition into England, had thereby denounced war 
“ againft the kingdom of England, and broke the adl of 
“ Pacification. 

a. “ That all his Majefty’s fubjefts of the kingdom of 
“ England and dominion of Wales are both by their 
“ allegiance, and the ad of Pacification, bound to refift 
“ and reprefs all thofe of Scotland as had, or fhould 
“ enter upon any part of his Majefty’s realm and do- 
“ minions, as traitors, and enemies to the ftate; and 
“ that whofoever Ihould abet, aid, or aflift the Scots in 
“ their invafion, fhould be deemed as traitors, and ene- 
“ mics to the ftate. 

3. “ That die Lords and Commons remaining at Weft- 
“ minfter, that had given their votes, or confent, to the 
“ raifing of forces under the command of the Earl of 

“ ElTex, 
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“ Eflex, or had been abetting, aiding, or affixing there- 
“ unto, had levied and raifed war againft the Kjng, and 
“ were therein guilty of high treafon. 

4. “ That thofe Lords and Commons remaining at 

Weftminfter, that had given their votes and confents 

“ for the making and ufing a new Great Seal, had there- 
“ by counterfeited the King’s Great Seal, and therein 
“ committed high treafon. 

5. “ That the Lords and Commons remaining at 
“ Weftminfter, who had given their confents to the pre- 
“ fent coming in of the Scots in a warlike manner, had 
“ therein committed high treafon: and that in thefc 
" three laft crimes, they had broken the truft rejwfed 
“ in them by their country, and ought to be proceeded 
“ againft as traitors to the King and kingdom.” 

So that the engagements feemed fuller of animolity 
on both ftdes than ever; and the King exceedingly 
ftrengthened by the Lords and Commons having more 
pofitively and concernedly wedded his caufe, than they 
ivere before underftood to have done ; and in truth, in 
the civil counfels, nothing was left undone to give it all 
imaginable advancement. 

It had been very happy for the King, if the winter 
had been fpent only in thofe counfels which might have 
provided money, and facilitated the making his army 
ready to take the field in the fpring; when he was fure 
to have occafion enough to ufe it; and to be in great 
diftrefs, if it ftiould not be then in a condition to m.arc:h: 
but the invafion, which the Scots made in the depth of 
winter, and the courage the enemy took from thence, 
deprived his Majefty even of any reft in that feafon. 
Upon the Scots unexpetfted march into England in Ja¬ 
nuary, in a moft violent froft and fnow, hoping to reach 
Newcaftle before it could be fortified, and perfuading 
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their common* folcliers, that it would be delivered to 
them as, foon as required; thither the vigilant Sir Tho¬ 
mas Glemham had been before font to attend their 
Iin' coming; and the Marquis of Newcaftle with his army, 

invahon, marched thither with a 
oppofc the refolution to fight with them before they fhould be able 
' '■*’ to join with the Englifh rebels; leaving in the mean 
time the command of York, and the forces for the 
guard of that county, to Colonel John Bellafis, fon to 
the Lord Falconbridge, a perfon of great intereft in tire 
countf^q and of exemplary induftry and courage. But 
by this means, and the remove of the Marquis with his 
army fo far north, the enemy grew to a great ftrength in 
thofe parts; and not only able to difquiet Yorklhire, 
%ut drawing a great body of horfe and foot out of Derby- 
fliire, StafFordfliire, and Lincolnfhire, fat down before 
his Majefly’s garrifon of Newark upon Trent, with a full 
confidence to take it,’and fo to cut off all correfpondence 
between his Majefty and the Marquis qf Newcaftle. 
sirThoma? And Sir I’homas Fairfax from Hull, in the head of a 

iMirfax flc- 1 1 r 11 

ftaisanci ftroDg party, had fallen upon a quarter not far from 
lom i Mil-York, commanded by Colonel John Bellafis at Selby, and 
iisatsciby. totally defeated it, taken the cannon, and many of¬ 
ficers prifoners, and amongft thofe the Colonel himfelf. 
This was the firft adfion for which Sir Thomas Fairfax 
was taken notice of; who in a fhort time grew the fu- 
preme General under the Parliamenti This defeat, which 
was great in itfelf, was made much greater by the terri¬ 
ble apprehenfions the city of York had upon it; info- 
where- much that the Marquis of Newcaftle, who till then 
Xrqm'of the Scots at a bay, found it neceflary to with- 

renrirt?)' liis army, and with great part of it to make hafte 
Voi k. into York, to prevent any farther mifehief there; by which 

means the Scots vrere at liberty to advance as they 

pleafed; 
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plcafed; and Fairfax improved his reputation by a 
I'peedy and unlooked for march into Chefliire. 

Upon the ceflation in Ireland, the King made 
Marquis of Ormond his Lieutenant of thaf kingdom; momi mnAt 
and appointed him to make ufe of the winter fcafon tenant p7 
(when the Parliament fliips could not attend that coaft) Jcnds''thV 
to tranfport thofe regiments of foot which might be well 
fpared during the ceflation, and which could not be fup- 
ported there, to Chefter; from whence his Majcfty 
could eaflly draw them in the fpring to Oxford; and 
were, in truth, the principal recruit, upon which he de¬ 
pended to enable him to take the field. The Lord B}'- 
ron then commanded Chclter, and that county; and 
was appointed to take care for the reception and accom¬ 
modation of thofe troops; which was a right good body 
of foot, and being excellent men, both ofiicers and fol- 
diers, carried great terror with them from the time of 
their landing; and quickly freed North Wales from the 
enemy; who at that time begun to have great power there. 

It was towards the end of November when tliey landed, 
and being a people who had been ufed to little cafe in 
Ireland, the King having given the Ix)rd Byron leave to 
employ them in fuch fcrviccs'as might fecure that coun¬ 
try, the feafon of the year made little impreflion on 
them; they were always ready, and dc-firous of afbon; 
and in the fpace of a month reduced, by aflault and 
ftorm, many places of notable importance, as Howarden- 
Caftle, Beefton Caflle, Crew-IIoufc, and other places of 
ftrength; and encountering the whole body of the rebels, 
at Middlcwich in Clieihire, broke and defeated them 
with great flaughter; and drove aU that furvived, and 
were at liberty, into Nantwich ; the Angle garrifon they 
had then left in Chefliire : into which the whole party 
was retited, and which had been fortified and garrifoned 

from 
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from the beginning of the troubles, as the only refuge 
for the difalfeded in that county, and the counties ad¬ 
jacent. The pride of the late fuccefs, and the terror' the 
foldicrs believed their names carried with them, carried 
them at this moft unfcafonable time of the year thither; 
for it was about the firft week in January when the Lord 
Byron came with his army before the town, and fum- 
moned it. It cannot be denied the reducing of that 
place at that time would have been of unfpeakable im¬ 
portance to the King’s affairs, there being, between that 
and Carlifle, no one town of moment (Manchefter only 
excepted) which declared againll the King; and thofe 
two populous counties of Chefter and Lancafhire, if 
they had been united againft the Parliament, would 
have been a ftrong bulwark againft the Scots. 

Thefe confiderations, and an opinion that the town 
would yield as foon as fummoned, brought the army firft 
thither; and then a paflionate delirc of honour, and con¬ 
tempt of the enemy within, or of any other who could 
undertake their relief, engaged them to a farther attempt; 
and fo they raifed batteries, and undertook a formal 
fiege againft the town. The feventeenth day of January 
they made a general aflault upon five feveral quarters of 
the town, fomewhat before day-break, but were with 
equal courage oppofed from within, and near three hun¬ 
dred men loft, or wounded in the fervicc; which Ihould 
have prevailed with them to have quitted their defign. 
But thofe repulfes fharpen rather than abate the edge 
and appetite to danger; and the afl'ailants, no lefs than 
the befieged, defiring an army would come for their re¬ 
lief, both with equal impatience longed for the fame 
thing; the Irilh (for under that name, for diftindlion 
fake, we call that body of foot, though there was not an 
Irilhman amongft them) fuppofing themfelves fiiperior 
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to any that would encounter them in the field, and the 
horfe being fuch as might as reafonably undervalue thole 
who were to oppole them. 

In this their confidence, fupply came too foon to the The wm 
town, and confufion to the King’s forces; for Sir Tho- [omej by 
mas Fairfax, upon his vidory at Selby, brought out of 
Yorkfhire a good body of horfe to Manchefter; and, 
out of that place, and the neighbour places, drew near 
three thoufand foot, with which joining witli Sir Wil¬ 
liam Bruerton, and fome other fcattered forces from 
StafFordlhire and Derby, who had been routed at Mid- 
dlewich, he advanced near Nantwich, before he was 
looked for; the Irifh being lb over-confident that he 
would not prefume to attack them, that, though they 
had advertifement of their motion, they ftill believed that 
his utmofi: defign was by alarms to force them to rife 
from the town, and then to retire without fighting with 
them. This made them keep their polls too long; and 
when they found it necelTary to draw oftj a little river, 
which divided their forces, on a fudden thaw, fo much 
fwelled above its banks, that the Lord Byron, with the 
greateft part of the horfe, and the foot which lay on one 
fide of the town, were fevered from the reft, and com¬ 
pelled to march four or five miles before he could join 
with the other; before which time the other part, being 
charged by Sir Thomas Fairfax on the one fide, and 
from the town on the other, were broken; and all the 
chief officers forced to retire to a church called Adlon 
church, where they were caught as in a trap, and, the 
horfe, by reafon of the deep ways with the fudden thaw, 
and narrow lanes, and great hedges, not being able to re¬ 
lieve them, were compelled to yield themfelves prifoners 
to thofe whom they fo much defpifed two hours before. 

There were taken, befides all the ciiief and confidcrablc 

officers 
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officers of foot, near fifteen hundred foldiers, and all their 
cannon ^nd carriages: the Lord Byron with his horfe, 
and the reft of his foot, retiring to Cliefter. There can¬ 
not be given a better, or it may be another reafon for 
this defeat, befides the providence of God, which was 
tiie effeft of the other, than the extreme contempt and 
difdain this body had of the enemy; and the prefump- 
tion in their oWn ftrength, courage, and condudl; which 
made them not enough think, and rely upon him who 
alone difpofes of the event of battles: though it muft be 
acknowledged, moft of the officers were perfons of fignal 
virtue and fobriety; and, in their own natures, of great 
modefty and piety; fo hard it is to fupprefs thofe motions, 
which fuccefs, valour, and even the confcience of the 
caufe, is apt to produce in men not overmuch inclined 
to prefumption. 

There was another refult of council at Oxford, in this 
winter feafon, which deferves to be mentioned; and the 
rather, becaufe all the inducements thereunto were not 
generally underftootl, nor known to many ; and therefore 
grew afterwards to be the more cenfured. When the 
Scots were vifibly armed, and upon their march into 
England, which the King was the laft man in believing; 
and when there was no way to Hop or divert them, 
his Majefty was the better inclined to hearken to fomc 
men of that nation, wlio had been long propofing a w'ay 
to give them fo much trouble at home, that they ffiould 
not be at leifure to infeft or trouble their neighbours; to 
which propofitions lefs care had been given, out of too 
much confidence in perfons, upon whofe integrity or in- 
Thc Earl of tereft there had been too great a dependence. The Earl 

Moumrofe ° ~ ^ ' 

comes to . of Mountrofc, a young man of a great fpirit, and of the 
andin'fonnt moft ancicut nobility, had been one of the moft principal 
2nd atffive Covenanters in the beginning of the troubles; 

Scotlami. 
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Lut foo)|, after, upon his obfen^atlon of the unwarrantal)lc 
profecution of it, he gave over that party, and his com¬ 
mand in that army; and at the King’s ircing in Scotland, 
after the pacification, had made full tender of his I'crvice 
to his Majefty; and was fo much in the jealoufy and 
deteftation of the \dolent party, whereof the Earl of Ar- 
gyle was the head, tliat there was no caufe or room left 
to doubt his fincerity to the King. 

Upon the beginning of the Parliament at Edin¬ 
burgh, and the manifeftation that Duke Hamilton 
would give no oppofition to the proceedings thereof, (as 
hath been mentioned before), the Earl prh^ately withdrew 
out of Scotland, and came to the King few days before 
the fiege was raifed from Gloucefter, and gave his Majefty 
the firft clear information of the carriage and behaviour 
of Duke Hamilton, and of the poflurc that kingdom 
would fpeedily be in, and of the refolutions that would be 
there taken ; and made fome fmart propofitions to the 
King for the remedy; which there was not then time to 
confult: but as foon as the King retired to Oxford, after 
the battle of Newbury, and had had fuller intelligence, by 
the refort of others of that nobility who deferved to be 
trufted, how the affairs flood in Scotland ; and heard that 
Duke Hamilton, and his brother, the Earl of Lanritk, 
were upon their way as far as York towards Oxford; his 
Majefty was very willing to hearken to the Earl of 
Moantrofe, and the rell, what could be done to ];rcvcnt 
that mifehief that was like to enliic. But they all iina- 
nimoufly declared, “ that they diirlr make no propofitions 
“ for the admneement of the King's fcrvice, except they 
“ might be firfl affured, that no part of it fhould be 
communicated to Duke Hamilton ; nor he fulfered to 
“ have any part or lhare in any action tint fhould de- 
“ pend upon it: for they were moll aliiired that he had 
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“ always betrayed his Majefty; and that it had|pen ab- 
“ folutely in his power to have prevented this new com- 
“ bination, if he would rcfolutely have oppofed it. But 
“ if they might be fecure in that particular, they would 
“ make feme fuch attempt under his Majefty’s commif- 
“ lion in their own country, as might poffibly make 
“ fome difturbance there. ” His Majefty thought he had 
much lefs reafon to be confident of the Duke than for¬ 
merly ; for he had exprefsly failed of doing fomewhat 
which he had promifed to do; yet he thought he had 
not ground enough to withdraw all kind of truft from him, 
except he did, at the fame time, fecure him from being 
able to do him farther mifehief; towards which kmd of 
feverity, he did not think he had evidence enough. 
Belides he had a very good opinion of the Earl of Lan- 
rick, as a man of much more plainnefs and lincerity 
than his brother; as in truth he was. That he might 
bring himfelf to a full refolution in this important affair, 
his Majefty appointed the Lord Keeper, his two Secre¬ 
taries, the Mafter of the Rolls, and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, to examine the Earl of Mountrofc, the Earl 
of Kinnoul, the Lord Ogilby, and fome others, upon 
oath, of all things they could accufe Duke Hamilton, 
or his brother Lanrick of; and to take their examinations 
in writing; that fo his Majefty might difeover, whether 
their errors proceeded from infidelity, and confider the 
better, what courfe to obferve in his proceedings with 
them; and this was carried with as much fecrefy, as an 
affair of that nature could be, wherein fo many were 
trufted. 

Upon their examination, there appeared too much 
caufe to conclude’ that the Duke had not behaved him- 
fclf wifli that loyalty, as he ought to have done. The 
Earl of Mountrofe, whilft he had been of that party, 
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had been privy to much of his corrcfpondcnce and in¬ 
telligence. But moft of the particulars related to the 
time when he commanded the fleet in tlie Frith, and 
when he had many conferences with his mother, (who 
was a woman moft paflTionate intliofc contrivances), and 
with others of that party ; and when he did nothing to 
hurt or incommodate'the enemy; all which was exprefsly 
pardoned by the aft of oblivion, W'hich liad been pafied 
w'ith all formality and folcmnity by the King in the Par¬ 
liament of both kingdoms: and, fo much as to queftion 
what was fo forgot, might raife a' greater fire, than that 
which they delired to quench ; though the knowing lb 
many particulars might be a good and proper caution. 
In the late tranfaftions of Scotland, it was manifeft that 
the Duke had abfolutely oppofed all os ertures of force, 
and of feizing thole perfons w'ho could only be able to 
raife new troultles; which had been very eafy to have 
done; and that he had betrayed the King, and all the 
Lords, in confenting to the meeting of the Parliament, 
called and fummoned againft the King’s exprefs plcafurc 
and command, and without any pretence of law. And 
to this, the King's approb.ation and confent had been 
fhetved to them, by the Duke, under the King's own 
hand; which they durft not difobey, though they fore- 
faw the mifehief. 

The cafe was thus; the Duke had given the King an 
account, after he had himfelf promifed him that the 
Parliament fliould never be aflcmbled, (which his Majefry 
abhorred), “ that though fome few hot and paflTionate men 
“ defired to put thcmfelves in arms, to flop both elec- 
“ tions of the members, and any meeting together in Par- 
“ liament; yet, that all fiber men who could bear any 
“ confiderable part in the aftion, were clearly of the 
" opinion, to take as much pains as they could to caufe 
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“ good ckcTioHs to be made, and then to appear them- 
“ felves; and that they had hope to have fuch a major 
“ part, that they might more advantageoufly diffolve 
“ the meeting as foon as they came together, than pre- 
“ vent it; however, that then would be the fit time to 
“■ protcft againft it, and immediately to put themfelves 
into arms, for which they would be well provided at 
the fame timeand to this he dcfired the King’s pofi- 
tive diredfion. And his Majefty, in anfwer to it, had 
faid, “.fince it was the opinion of all his friends, he would 
“ not command them to do that which was againft their 
“judgment; but would attend the fuccefs; and was con- 
“itent tliat they fhould all appear in the Parliament at 
“ its firft meeting:” and the Duke had Ihcwed the Lords 
thole words in the King’s letter, with which they ac- 
quiefeed, without knowing any thing of the ground of 
fuch his permiliion: whereas, in truth, there was no one 
perfon who was of that opinion, or had given that coun- 
fel, but had frill detefted the expedient when, propofed. 

I'hcn the Duke’s carriage in the Parliament, and his 
brother’s, at their firft corning together, ajrpcared to be 
as is fet down before, by the teltimony of thofe who were 
prefent; and the Earl of Lanrick’s applying the fignet to 
the proclamation for that rendezvous where the army was 
to be compounded, was not thought capable of any ex- 
cufe; and fo the clear ftate of the evidence, upon the de- 
pofitions of the perfons examined, was prefented to the 
King for his own determination. His Majefty had 
fomc thoughts of fending to the Marquis of Newcaftic 
to ftojr the Duke and his brother at York, and not fuf- 
fer tlicm to come nearer; but whilft that was in delibera¬ 
tion, they both came to Oxford, and meant the fame 
night to have kified their Majefties’ hands; but as foon as 
they arrived, they received a command from the King, 

“ to 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 


“ to keep their chambersand had a guard attended 
them. The Kmg rel'olved to confult the whole affair 
then with the Council Board, whereas hitherto the exa¬ 
minations had been taken by a committee, to the end 
that he might refolve what way to proceed; and to that 
purpofe direfted that a tranfeript might be prepared, 
of all the examinations at large ; and that the witnrffes 
might be ready to appear before the Board, if it fhould 
be thought nccclTary; his Majefty at that time inclining 
to have both the Lords prefent, and the depofitions read, 
and the witnelfes confronted before them. But whilft 
this was preparing, the fecond morning alter their com¬ 
ing to tlie town, the Earl of Lanrick, cither having 
corrupted or deluded the guard, found a means to efcape; 
and by the alliftance of one Cunningh.am (a gentleman 
of the Privy Chamber, and of that nation) had horl'es 
ready; with which the J'larl and his friend fled, and wesit 
dircdly to London; where he was very w'ell rccei\ed. 
Hereupon the King informed the Board of the whole 
affair; and becaufe one of them was efcaped, and the 
matters againft the other having been tranladfed in Scot¬ 
land, and fo, in many refpedls, it was not a ieafon to pro¬ 
ceed judicially againlf him, it was thought enough for 
the prefent fo prevent his doing farther mifehief, by put¬ 
ting him under a fecure reftraint; and fo he was lent in D'.tc iij- 
cuftody to the caftlc at Brillol, and from thence 
Exeter, and fo to the caftle at Pendennis in Cornwall; 
where we ihall at the prefent leave him. 

About this time the councils at Wcftminfler loft a 
principal fiipporter, by the death of Jo. I’ym; who died Mr. 
with great torment and agony of a dileale unufiial, and “ 
therefore the more fpoken of, morbus pniindolus, as was 
reported; which rendered him an objetf very loarhiome 
to thofe who had been molt delighted with him. No 
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man had more to anfwer for the miferies of the king¬ 
dom, or had his hand, or head, deeper in their contrivance. 
And yet, I believe, tlrey grew much higher even in his 
life, than he dcligned. He was a man of a private qua¬ 
lity and condition of life ; his education in the office of 
the Exchequer, where he had been a clerk; and his 
parts rather acquired by induftry, than fupplied by na¬ 
ture, or adorned by art. He had been well known in 
former Parliaments; and was one of thofe few, who had 
fate in many; the long intermiffion of Parliaments 
having worn out moft of thofe who had been acquainted 
with the rules and orders obferved in thofe conventions. 
This gave him fome reputation and reverence amongft 
thofe who were but now introduced. 

He had been moft taken notice of, for being concerned 
and paffionate in the jealoufies of religion, and much 
troubled w'ith the countenance which had been given to 
thofe opinions that had been imputed to Arminius; and 
this gave him great authority and intereft wiffi thofe who 
were not pleafed with the government of the Church, or 
the growing power of the Clergy: yet himfelf induf- 
trioufly took care to be believed, and he profefted to be 
very entire to the dodfrine and difeipline of the Church 
of England. In the ffiort Parliament before this, he 
fpoke much, and appeared to be the moft leading man; 
for belides the exadl knowledge of the former, and orders 
of that council, which few men had, he had a very 
comely and grave way of expreffing himfelf, with great 
volubility of words, natural and proper; and underftood 
the temper and aftedlions of the kingdom as well as any 
man; and had obferved the errors and miftakes in go¬ 
vernment ; and knew well how to make them appear 
greater than they were. After the unhappy diflblution 
of that Parliament, he continued for the moft part about 
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London, in converfation and great repute amonglt thofc 
Lords who were moft ftrangers to tlie Court, and were be¬ 
lieved moft averfe to it; in whom lie improvecT all ima¬ 
ginable jealoulies and difeontents to'.vards the ftatc; and 
as foon as this Parliament was rcfolved to be lummoned, 
he was as diligent to procure fuch perfons to be eledled 
as he knew to be mod: inclined to the way he meant to 
take. 

At the firft opening of tliis Parliament, he appeared 
pallionate and prepared againfl; the Earl of Strafford; and 
though in private defigning he was much governed by 
Mr. Hambden, and Mr. Saint-John, yet he feemed to all 
men to have the greateft influence upon the Houle of 
Commons of any man ; and, in truth, I think he was at 
tliat time, and fomc months after, the moft popular man, 
and the moft able to do hurt, that hath lived in any 
time. Upon the firft dclign of foftening and obliging 
the powerful perfons in both Houfes, when it was rcfolved 
to make the Earl of Bedford Lord High Treafurer of 
England, the King likewife intended to make Mr. Pym 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; for which he received his 
Majefty’s promife, and made a return of a fuitable profef- 
fion of his fervice and devotion; and thereupon, the other 
being no fecret, fomewhat declined from that fliarpnefs in 
the Houfe, which was more popular than any man’s, and 
made fonie overtures to provide for the glory and fplendor 
of the Crown; in .which he had fo iU fuccefs, that his 
intereft and reputation there vifibly abated; and he 
found that he was much better able to do hurt than 
good; which wrought very much upon him to melan¬ 
choly, and complaint of the violence and difeompofure 
of the people’s affedfions and inclinations. In the end, 
whether upon the death of the Earl of Bedford he de- 
fpaired of tliat preferment, or whether he was guilty of 
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any thing, which, upon his converfion to tlie Court, he 
thought might be difcovered to his damage, or for pure 
want of courage, he fuftered himfelf to be carried by 
thofc who would not follow him, and fo continued in 
the head of thofe who made the moft defperate propofi- 
tions. 

In the profecution of the Earl of Strafford, his car¬ 
riage and language was fuch as exprelfed much perfonal 
animofity; and he was accufed of having praftifed fome 
arts in it not worthy a good man; as an Irifhman of very 
mean and low condition afterwards acknowledged, that 
being brought to him, as an evidence of one part of the 
charge againft the Lord Lieutenant, in a particular of 
which a perfon of fo vile quality would not be reafonably 
thought a competent informer; Mr. Pym gave him 
money to buy him a fattin fuit and cloak; in which 
equipage he appeared at the trial, and gave his evidence; 
which, if true, may make many other things, which were 
confidently reported afterwards of him, to be believed; as 
that he received a great fum of money from the French 
ambaflador, (which hath been before mentioned), to hinder 
the tranfportation of thofe regiments of Ireland into Flan¬ 
ders, upon the difbanding that army there; which had been 
prepared by the Earl of Strafford for the bufinefs of 
Scotland; in which if his Majefty’s diredfions and com¬ 
mands had not been diverted and contradidled by the 
Houfes, many do believe the rebellion in Ireland had 
not happened. 

Certain it is, that his power of doing fhrewd turns was 
extraordinary, and no lefs in doing good offices for par¬ 
ticular perfons; and that he did preferve many front 
cenfure, who were under the fevere difpleafure of the 
Houfes, and looked upon as eminent Delinquents; and 
the quahty of many of them made it believed, that he 
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had fold that protcftion for valuable confidcrations. 
h rom the time of his being accufed of high treafon by 
the King, with the Lord Kimbolton, and the other 
members, he never entertained thoughts of moderation, 
but always oppofed all overtures of peace and accommoda¬ 
tion ; and when the Earl of ElTex was difpofed, the laft 
fummer, by thofe Lords to an inclination towards a treaty, 
as is before remembered, Mr. Pym’s power and dexterity 
wholly changed him, and wrought him to that temper, 
which he afterwards fwerved not from. He was wonder¬ 
fully folicitous for the Scots coming in to their alliftance, 
though his indifpofition of body was fo great, that it 
might well have made another impreflion upon his mind. 

During hisficknefs, he was a very fad I'pcftacle; but none 
being admitted to him w'ho had not concurred with him, 
it is not known what his laft thoughts and confiderations 
were. He died towards the end of Decemlscr, before 
the Scots entered; and w^as buried with wonderful pomp 
and magnificence, in that place where the bones of our 
Englifti Kings and Princes are committed to their reft. 

d’he arrival of the Prince Eledtor at London w’as noThc^Pnnee 
IcCs the difeourfe of all tongues, than the death of Mndvrsat 
Pym. He had been in England before the troubles, and 
was received and cherifticd by the King with gre.at de- 
monftration of grace kindnefs, and fupplied wdth a 
penflon of twelve thcrufand pounds fterling yearly. 

When the King left* London, he attended his Majefty to 
York, and redded there with him till the differences 
grew fo high, that his Majefty found it ncceffary to re- 
folve to raile an army for his defence. Then, on tlie 
hidden, without giving the King many days notice of 
his refolution, that Prince left the Court; and taking the 
opportunity of an ordinary r'ellel, embarked himfelf for 
Holland, to tlic wonder d' all men; who thought it an 
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unkafonahl? ckr'aration of his fear at leaft of the Parlia¬ 
ment, a;id his defire of being well cftccmcd by them, 
when it was cr ident they cllcemcd not the King as they 
fliould. And this was the more fpoken of, when it was 
afterwards known that the I’arliamcnt exprefled a good 
icnfe of liis having deferted the King, and imputed it to 
liis confcience, “ that lie knew' of fome fuch dcligns ot his 
“ Majefry, as he could not comply with.” At this time, 
after many loud difeourfes of his coming, (which were 
derived to Oxford, as fomewhat tliat might have an in¬ 
fluence upon his Majefty’s counfels, there being then fe- 
vcral whifpers of fome higli jirocceding.s they intended 
nguinft the King), he arrived at London, anrl was received 
with ceremony; lodged m Whitehall, and order taken 
for the payment of that j>enfion which had been formerly 
.alligncd fo him by his Majefty ; and a jiarticnlar direc¬ 
tion hv both lloufcs, “ that he ihould be admitted to fit 
“ in the alfembly of Di\'ine.swhere, afrer he had taken 
tlie Covenant, he was contented to be olten [irelent; of 
all which the King took no other notice, than iometimes 
to expreis, that he was forry on his Nejihcw’s behalf, 
“ that he thought fit to declare fueh a compliance.” 

The defeat of Colonel John Bellalis at Selby by Sir 
Thomas Fairfax, and the deltnuTion of all the Irifli re¬ 
giments under the Lord Byron, together w'ith the terror 
of the Scottiflr army, had fo let loofe all the King’s ene¬ 
mies in the northen parts, which were lardy at the King’s 
devotion, that his friends w'crc in great diftrefs in all 
places before the fcafon was ripe to take the field. The 
I'larl of Derby, who had kept Lancafliire in rcafonable 
fubjedion, and incloled all the enemies of that county 
w'ithin the town of Mancheftcr, wus no longer able to 
continue that rellraint, but forced To place himfelf at a 
farther diftance from them; which was like, in a fhort 
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time, to increafe the number of the rebels thcj*. New¬ 
ark, a very neceffary garrifon in the county of Notting¬ 
ham, which had ilot only fubjefted that little cojfety, 
the town of Nottinghlm only excepted, which wa^ lipcan 
the matter confined within its pwn walls, bur had kept a 
great part of the large county of Lincoln under contribu¬ 
tion, was now reduced tQ fo great ftraits by the forces of 
that country, under the command of Meldmm a Scotch¬ 
man, with addition of others from Hull, that they were 
com[)clled to beg relief from the King at Oxford; whilft 
the Marquis of Newcaftle had enough to do to keep 
the Scots at a bay, and to put York in a condition to 
endure a fiCge, if he Ihould be forced to continue witli- 
in thofe walls. 

In thefe ftraits, though it was yet the depth of winter, 
and to provide the better for the fecurity of Shrewfbury, 
and Chefter, and North Wales, all which were terrified . 
with the defeat of the Lord Byron, the King found it 
necelTary to fend Prince Rupert, with a good body ofW“' 
chofen horfe, and dragoons, and fome foot, with direc-to'dirve" 
tion, after he had vifited Shrevvlbury and Chefter, and amrdxhi 
ufed all poflible endeavours to make new levies, that he "• 
fhould attempt the relief of Newark: which, being loft, 
would cut off all poflible communication between 
Oxford and York. In Newark, the garrifon confifted 
raoft of the gentry of the county, and the inhabitants, 
ill fupplied with any thing requifite to a fiege, but cop- 
rage and excellent affi-flions. The enemy entrenched 
themfelves before the town, and proceeded,by approach; 
conceiving they h.ad time enough, and not apprehending 
it poflible to be difturbed: and indeed it was not eafy 
for tlie King to find a way for their relief. To fend a 
body from Oxford was v^cry hazardous, and the eneipy 
fo ftrong, as they would quickly follow; fo that 
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there was no' ho|)6 but from SlirCTidhtiiy and Chefter, 
where Pmice Kuperr had given fo much life to thofc 
parts, and drawn fo confidcrable a body toother, that the 
enemy found little advantage by their late vit^lory, in 
the enlargement of their quarters. His Hjghnefs then 
refolved to try what he could do for Newark, and un¬ 
dertook it before he-was ready for it, and thereby per¬ 
formed it. For tlie enemy, who had always excellent in¬ 
telligence, was fo crjnfidcnt tliat he had not a ifrength 
fufficient to attempt that work, tliat he w^as within fix 
miles of them, before they believed he thought of them; 
and charging and routing fome of their horfe, purfued 
them with that expedition, that he befiegcd tliem 'in 
their own intrcnchnieni, with liis horfe, before his foot 
came within four miles. In.that conhernation, they con¬ 
cluding that he niiifl- ha\c a \aft power and llrcngth, to 
bring them into thofe irraits, he, with a number inferior 
to the enemy, and utterly unaccommodated for an ac¬ 
tion of time, brought them to accept of leave to depart, 
that is to diiliand, without their arms, or any carriage 
or baggage. Thus he relieved Newark, and look above 
four thonfand .irrns, eleven pieces of brafs cannon, two 
mortar pieces, and above filty barrels of pow'dei; winch 
yi'as as unexpefted a lidlory, as .any happened through¬ 
out the war j with this profperuus adtion, wliich was |)fcr- 
formed on the azd of March, we fhal! conclude the 
tranfadlions of this year. ■ 
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